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The First Word 
May 2017  

First United Methodist Church ~ 403 East Ave.  Red Wing, MN 55066 

Our Vision:  Connect to God, Grow in Love, Serve in the World 

“I don’t think that God will ask us how he created the earth, but he will ask us what 
we did with what he created.” --Reverend Rich Cizik, National Association of Evangelicals 
 

 
Changes and Celebrations in May 

Confirmation Sunday, Farewell to Pastor Pam  
Sunday, May 7—Confirmation Worship and Reception:  First United Methodist Church will receive four 
new Confirmands as professing disciples of Jesus Christ and members of the congregation. We celebrate with 
the young persons listed below, who have completed an academic year of study with Pastor Pam and Pastor 
Clay, meeting on most Sundays and Wednesdays throughout this past year for prayer, Bible study, Christian 
teaching, service and play together.  Worship begins at 9:30, and family members and friends are invited to 
join the celebration. A reception will follow the service. Confirmands are:  Dale (D.J.) John Meyer, Brianna 
LuRee Beck, Kenna Emmeline Sorenson, and Ethan Mateo Larios. 
 

Sunday, May 14—Mother’s Day Picnic and Farewell to Pastor Pam Armstrong:  We will say our “last  
farewell” to Pastor Pam Armstrong on Sunday, May 14 at the 9:30 a.m. service. Please join us for that time of 
grateful appreciation.  Afterward, the children and youth Sunday school will hold a party for the end of the 
Sunday school year, and then the church’s men will grill a picnic meal for Mother’s Day and Pastor Pam’s  
Farewell.  This will be our last day of Sunday school until next fall.   

 

Church Offers Six Summer Outreach Camps 
Look inside our newsletter to page 13 for the news about summer camps for our children, youth, families and 
neighbors.  Starting in June, we encourage everyone to take a look now and sign up your own children, grand-
children, and neighboring families for these events. We have committed the church to offer six weeks of 
summer camp experiences for our kids, teens and families.  All are welcome to come to the camps, or to as-
sist as screened volunteers. Experiences range from service experiences to “beginning” canoe camps, from 
Vacation Bible School to camps specializing in the arts, environment and Geek activities!   In addition, we are 
planning to show Movies in the Park again this summer.  Watch for word about that, too!   

 
Generous Contributions Needed for Summer Youth Work  

Works of Mercy for May - Kids Here and in Africa 
Dear Friends, we are excited to report to you that the special appeals for our Works of Mercy in May are for 
camperships and summer programs for our kids and teens.  Please give generously. Gifts of $50 to $225 send 
one or more of our kids or teens to one of our summer camps.   In addition, toys are sought for Project 
Mondema. (See Worship Page)  Financial gifts will be used both for summer needs/camperships here and for 
shipping to Sierra Leone. 
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May 2017—Worship in Eastertide:  Rising Up!                                             
Our summer services continue at 9:30 a.m. on summer Sunday mornings.  Our May Work of Mercy is for sum-
mer programs, camperships and community outreach.   Our target for giving is $5,000 to help send our kids 
and teens to camp, as well as to support our summer movie showings, and give partial support for a summer 
Eli Intern, Elizabeth Schmidt. The Minnesota Annual Conference funds 2/3 of the $3,000 required to help a 
young adult explore ministry. We fund the remaining $1,000.  Ms. Schmidt will serve with us for two months 
(See page 3 article for details.) 
 

Eastertide Continues… 
May 7—Rooted and Grounded in Love=Rising Up 
Psalm 103, Acts 2:41-47, 1 Corinthians 14:26-31, Col 3:12-17 
Confirmation Sunday 
Communion and Work of Mercy offering for Summer Programs, Camperships, and Toys for Mondema 
Project - Sierra Leone (See below) 
Message:  Pastor Clay Oglesbee 
 
May 14—Moving On and Staying in Place =Rising Up 
Psalm 146 Matthew 10:16-20; 11:28-30; 28:16-20 Acts 16:11-40 
Mother’s Day 
Farewell for Pastor Pam Armstrong 
End of Sunday School Year Picnic  
Message:  Pastor Pam Armstrong 
 
May 21—Faith Received from Others =Rising Up 
Heritage Sunday  
Deuteronomy 15:1-11, 1 Timothy 6:3-19, 2 Corinthians 8:1-15  
Message:  Jane Stone, Katie Bystrom, Inez Chicquette  
(Pastors gone)  
 
May 28--39. Rising Up When Tears Fall  
Memorial Day Week-End 
Revelation 21:1-7 
Message:  Pastor Clay Oglesbee   
 

Pentecost:  The Spirit Is Moving!   
June 4 -  The Spirit is Moving! 
Welcome to Pastor Amanda Larsen and Intern, Elizabeth Schmidt 
John 3:1-21 Acts 2:1-41 Romans 6:1-14  
Communion—Work of Mercy for Conference Love Offering and Layette Kits 
High School Graduates Noted    
Inaugural Sermon for:  Pastor Amanda Larsen  
 
 

 

May Work of Mercy for Children and Youth 
 

 Financial donations sought for Summer Programming and Camperships for six weeks of camps ($55 - 
$225 funds one week/child!) 

 Toys for Children at Project Mondema - Kids clean out your toy boxes!  Find one toy you can donate to 
the preschool children of Mondema, Sierra Leone.  One light weight, plastic toy.  Examples to bring:  
cars/trucks, baby dolls, pegs/peg boards, potato heads, pop beads, Duplo’s.  Even used crayons, pencil 
colors and scissors!  No electronics, action figures, Barbies or battery operated please.  Please bring by 
May 21 to Brenda Blair.  Financial support through the church will help with shipping costs. 
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Photo was taken at Harlaxton Manor in England where I  
studied abroad last summer.  

Welcome Pastor Amanda Larsen! 

Just the facts! 
Pastor Amanda starts June 1, 2017. 

I'll be reached at pastoramandalarsen@gmail.com, my church 
office number and my cell 507-884-9835. 

I have an awesome family.  Peter works at the University of MN 
Rochester, teaching chemistry.  Katarina (10) and Shaun (5) will 
attend Folwell Elementary in fall 2017.  Shaun will be in Kinder-
garten and Katarina will be in 5th grade.  We also bring friends 

and family to worship with us.  You'll see Kerry, our friend who works at Mayo and plays Irish fiddle, and occa-
sionally my mom Debby and sister Eve who live in   Roseville. 

When our family has time together we enjoy playing board games, dressing up in costumes and being outdoors. 
Sometimes we attempt musical jam sessions, but Kerry and Peter do the heavy lifting and the rest of us try not to 
wreck it.  When I have time to myself you can usually find me with my nose in a book. 

I'm looking forward to this summer of new opportunities at Red Wing UMC and Geek Week Camp! 

Peace and blessings, 
Pastor Amanda Larsen 
Pastor Lanesboro and Wykoff United Methodist Churches 
 

 
Welcome Lizzy Schmidt - Our Eli Project Summer Intern  
 

What is an Eli Intern?  The Minnesota Annual Conference provides 2/3 of costs for summer internships to develop 
young adults for professional ministry.  First UMC is one of the seven sites this year. 
 
My Birthday is December 17th and I live in Lake 
City with my family.  I attend school at UW-Eau 
Claire where I major in Public History with a minor 
in Religious studies.  I will be entering the second 
semester of my Junior year at UW-Eau Claire this 
fall. I am involved in a few different things around 
campus such as the University Honors program, 
Towers Hall Council Executive Board (student gov-
ernment for my Dorm,) and soon I will be involved 
in the History Honors association Phi Alpha Theta. 
History is my real passion and I aspire to be a pro-
fessional Public Historian.  
 
Outside my academics, I enjoy traveling, although I 
don't get to go as often as I would like.  I have been 
to England and France as well as a month long study 
abroad in England and Scotland last summer.   
My family is also very important to me.  My family  
is very close and I am truly blessed to have a family like mine.  We often spend our weekends and vacation days in 
the summer at our camper in a campground just outside Wabasha.  I also like to watch movies and TV shows and 
painting my nails with little designs.  I can be contacted at 651-724-2656 or lizzyschmidt@live.com.   

mailto:pastoramandalarsen@gmail.com
tel:(651)%20724-2656
mailto:lizzyschmidt@live.com
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From Pastor Pam… “God bless you all!” 
“We all take different paths in life, but no matter where we go, we take a little of each other 
everywhere.” ― Tim McGraw 

How does one possibly express the gratitude and love for a family who has welcomed 
you and loved you so beautifully? This brief, beautiful chapter of my life will forever be a 
warm brilliant color on the tapestry of who I am. I do not know what God will do with me 
next…you will be a hard act to follow!! There is not enough room to thank you all individ-
ually as I wish, but a special thank you goes to Pastor Clay who brought me along on this 
wonderful adventure, who mentored and encouraged me, and who has taught me what it 

means to live what you preach. I leave you in good hands. I will continue receiving the newsletter and I look for-
ward to keeping up with the ministries God has in store for you!! May God bless you all as beautifully as I have 
been blessed by you! ~ Pam 

What’s the News with Children, Youth and Family Ministries?  

Sunday School  
Pre-school ~ 4th Grade: 

We are starting our “Clash of the Kingdoms” curriculum about the battles of the Bible. 

Date to note:  May 14th will be our last day of Sunday School. We will celebrate a great 
year together!! 
 

Confirmation: 
Date to note:  

May 7th will be Confirmation Sunday for Brianna, DJ, Ethan and Kenna, please come 
and support them! . 

 

Youth! Middle School and High School Wednesday Nights! 
Last Overnight!! May 12th 7 p.m. – 8 a.m. Bring a snack to share and friends! RSVP 
Pam @ pastorpamfumcrw@gmail.com! 
 

 

 

 

Vacation 
Bible  

June 26-29 
3 yrs - 4th Grade (and older helpers) 

9 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. 

Spark Imagination With  

Faith-Building Fun!! 

We need station leaders and 
youth helpers! Especially with 

the preschoolers! Call Pam 
ASAP if you can help!!  

http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/35730.Tim_McGraw
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Just One More Thing… Guest Column 
The Spirituality of Everyday Things 
Chuck Huff & Almut Furchert 
www.cloisterseminars.org 
 

Daylight, full of small dancing particles and the one great turning… Rumi 
 

At a threshold 
Take a contemplative walk in a peaceful setting. As you take each step ask yourself how you 
want to walk in the moment, embracing what lies behind and reaching into what lies ahead. 
Try to embody your response in the pace and movement of your body.  As you enter a room, or begin an activity, 
pause on the threshold to leave the past behind, step into the opportunity. 
 

Deepen the positive 
Reflect on what you do well in your life and then to commit yourself to deepening that practice, in love (e.g. being a 
friend to others). 
 

Doing love 
Choose a small action, like dressing, folding clothes, eating, or having a polite conversation, and practice doing it 
with great love, or with gratitude, or with...  Be present with yourself and for the other thing or people.  Think of 
the action as ministry.  Embody love.   
 

Reconciliation 
As a way to prepare for the season ahead (New Year, Christmas, Spring, Easter, Thanksgiving, Christmas, etc.) take 
time to reflect on those relationships during this past year / season that need reconciliation: is there someone you 
have hurt through your words or actions? Is it possible to ask for their forgiveness? Take at least a step in that di-
rection and pray for them.  Is there someone who has hurt you this past year / season through their words and ac-
tions? Can you possibly offer them forgiveness? Take at least a step in that direction and pray for them.  
 

Releasing 
After reflecting on your own places of brokenness and making attempts to heal those wounds consider performing 
a ritual of release. Take stones to a body of water and throw them in one by one while naming what you let go of, or 

write the names down on pieces of paper and burn them while offering prayers for new beginnings. 
Fire and water both offer us powerful symbols of purification and renewal. 
 

Embracing the gift of darkness 
In the evening and as the darkness grows over the earth, take time to be present to the gift of the 
threshold and its growing silence. Make gratitude for the darkness a part of your ritual, honoring the 
necessity of this time in preparation for the new things are being nurtured within you and are yet to 
be made visible. 

 

 
Dream-tending 
As you prepare to sleep, meditate on a person or a text. Let your thoughts rest lovingly on them. If you wake in the 
night, return to those quiet thoughts or to the dream you remember. When you wake, honor your dreams by re-
cording them.   
 

Preparing for a change 
Listen to your deeper longings, those at the bottom of the quiet well.  Say yes to them more fully. Find a place of 
stillness, grounded in holiness and goodness. Put your list of shortcomings to one side, and rest.  
 

Lighting candles 
Light candles on an altar, or in some sacred corner, and watch the flame or its shadow for a few seconds. Leave it 
burning as you cook or do chores, and let it say your prayers for you.  Light the candle(s) regularly or even every 
day at a certain time.   
 

Taking an object as holy 
Benedict says we should regard all the tools of the monastery as if they were sacred vessels of the altar.  This is 
about the sacredness of everyday life and everyday items.  So when you take your rake, or dishtowel, or broom, or 
necklace, imagine it as a gift and a sacred item.  Think of its making, and be grateful for it.         (Continued on next page) 
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Welcome the holy visitor 
Benedict says to treat every guest as though they were Christ.  Practice this attitude to those who enter your life, 
even the clerk who rings up your groceries, and especially to your family.   
 

Lectio/Visio Divina 
Begin with gentle centered breathing to clear your mind and heart. 
Look/Read the image or text slowly, paying gentle attention and welcoming it. 
As you have reactions or thoughts, welcome them, even if they are negative.  What do 

they have to say to you? As you meditate, new thoughts, meanings, and feelings may 
arise; initial impressions may expand and deepen.  No matter what your response is 
to the image -- delight, disgust, indifference, confusion -- ponder prayerfully the rea-
son for your various responses and what these responses might mean for you 

Now that the image/text has spoken to you, prayerfully consider your response.  What 
desires and longings are evoked in your seeing? How do you find yourself wanting 
to respond to what you are experiencing? Respond to God in ways commensurate 
with your experience: gratitude, supplication, wonder, lament, confession, praise. 

 

"People are going back and forth across the threshold where the two worlds touch. The door is round and 
open. Don't go back to sleep." -- Rumi  
 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Humorous Incident - From Our Church Historians 

In December 1903 on the 50th anniversary of our church, a decision was made to install a toilet.  The ladies 
agreed to push the brethren about this.  In 1904 the project was dropped as no suitable place was found.  It was 
finally installed in 1905.  

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Mission Market 
 

As you read this you have likely had some early items from local gardens.  Our rhubarb is ready for pulling and 
we have already had a rhubarb cobbler.  Look for rhubarb on the Mission Market table in the Hamline Commons 
each Sunday as many gardeners bring in extras for you to purchase by donation. 
 
As the year goes on a big variety of things -flowers, fruits, many vegetables, eggs- 
will be available for you.      Donations will go to Heifer International, an organiza-
tion that provides a variety of animals and the education to raise them.  The mis-
sion recipient is decided by the church council. 
 
One list of flowers for each month of the year lists Lily of the Valley as the flower 
for May.  Since I write this in April and they are already up, they should be on the table in May.  See you at the 
Mission Market table. - Mardell Bartlett 
 

Boxtops for Education & Tyson Project A+ 
 

McCurdy School in New Mexico, the recipient of these items, has provided the 
details of the Tyson Project A+. These labels are on frozen chicken products 
processed by Tyson.  Econo Foods, Target, and Walmart all stock Tyson frozen 
products.  McCurdy receives 26 cents for each label to support  school  
programing. 
 

They continue to collect Boxtops for Education as well.  A box for both is located on the Connection Center in the 
Hamline Commons. 
 

I will be sending the last of the Campbell’s labels for learning in mid May.  If  you have any laying around please 
donate soon.  Thanks for taking the time to collect for McCurdy. - Mardell Bartlett 
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Outreach and Missions 

 HEALTH KIT 

1 hand towel (15”x25” to 17”x27”) 
      (no kitchen or bath towels) 
1 washcloth 
1 comb (at least 8” long, large and sturdy,  
 no pocket-size or picks) 
1 metal nail file or fingernail clippers 
    (no emery boards or toenail clippers) 
1 bath-size bar of soap (3 oz or more)  
 in original wrapper 
1 adult toothbrush in original wrapper 
     (no child-size brushes) 
6 adhesive plastic strip sterile band-aids 
       ¾ to 1“size 
$1 for purchase of toothpaste 
Place items in a sealed one-gallon plastic bag 
 

 LAYETTE KIT 

6 cloth diapers, prefolded or plain 
2 undershirts or onesies 
2 baby washcloths 
2 gowns or sleepers 
2 diaper pins (must have plastic protective closures) 
1 sweater or jacket, open in front, hooded  
 sweatshirts are acceptable 
2 receiving blankets (30”x 30” or 30”x 32”) 
Wrap items in one of the receiving blankets, pin with 

diaper pins 
 

 SCHOOL KIT 

1 pair blunt scissors (rounded tip, not plastic) 
3 pads (or loose leaf) of 8 ½” x 11” paper 
1 30-centimeter ruler 
1 hand-held pencil sharpener 
6 unsharpened pencils  
1 eraser, 2 ½” 
1 box of 24 crayons 
Put all in prepared 14” x 16” cloth bag  
 (Bag instructions in Hamline Foyer.) 
 

 

  

 

CLEANING BUCKET 

5-gal bucket (that has not been used for 
    chemical storage) with re-sealable lid  
Pack the following items in the bucket: 
5 scouring pads (remove from wrapper) 
     (no stainless steel, Brillo, or SOS pads) 
7 sponges (remove from wrapper) 
1 scrub brush, plastic or wooden handle 
18 cleaning wipes (handiwipes or reusable 
      wipes), remove from packaging  
      NO TERRY CLEANING TOWELS 
Liquid laundry detergent (two 25-oz or  
 one 50-oz bottles) 
1 liquid household cleaner that can be mixed with  
 water, 12-16 oz bottle, no spray cleaners 
Dish soap, 16-28 oz bottle 
50 clothespins (remove from packaging) 
Clothes line (two 50 ft or one 100 ft), cotton or plastic 
5 dust masks 
2 pair disposable kitchen gloves, latex or rubber,  
 remove from packaging 
1 pair work gloves, cotton with leather palm  
 or all leather 
24-bag roll of heavy duty trash bags (33-45 gal)  
 (take roll from box) 
1 insect repellant spray, 6-14 oz aerosol spray pump 

with protective cover 
1 can air freshener, aerosol or pump 
 

 

 

MAKE A KIT FOR UMCOR 
  Once again it is time to prepare UMCOR supply kits.  These kits help to care for the most vulnerable people   
during times of crisis.  They also help to sustain everyday life by providing basic necessities to people who lack 
ready access to essential supplies.  The various supply kits provide vital support for the work UMCOR does      
locally and throughout the world.  By donating kit supplies or financial gifts to purchase the supplies, you make a 
direct, tangible difference in sustaining people's lives. 
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Prayer and Care 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Women’s Ministry 

United Methodist Women is an organization for all women whose purpose is to 
know God …, to develop a creative, supportive fellowship, and to expand concepts 
of mission through participation in the local and global ministries of the church.  
Through our circle meetings and service projects, the UMW of FUMC strives to ful-
fill this purpose.   

 All women are invited to our meetings in the Friendship Room: 

   Eve Circle—Monday, May 8, 9:30 am; Chairman: Sue Nelson 

   Ruth Circle—Tues., May 9, 1:00 pm; Chairman: Margaret Foster 

   Women United in Faith—Thursday, May 11, 5:30 pm; Facilitator, Judy Plein 

   Mission Team—Wednesday, May 24, 2:00 pm (Note change in date) 

Church Women United will hold its annual May Friendship Day luncheon on Friday, May 5, at 11:30 at United Lu-
theran Church.  Everyone is invited. Tickets are $8. This is an opportunity for Christian people from all denomina-
tions to fellowship together. More information is elsewhere in this newsletter.  

For more information about UMW, contact a circle chairman or Jane Baker (388-9127; janekbaker@yahoo.com). 

May Funeral Committee:  Sue Dopkins, Mandy Mroz, Bea Kizer, Angie Lancman, Cherie Riegelman, Bev Warwick. 

 

 

 

 

FOOD SHELF 
The Red Wing Food shelf is always in need of donations—either nonperishable food items such as macaroni and 
cheese, cereal, and canned vegetables, or cash.  Please continue to put your donations in the marked containers at 
each church entrance or in the offering plate (designated for Food Shelf).  Thank you for your generosity! 

 

ECONO RECEIPTS 
Please continue to put your Econo receipts in the box in Hamline Foyer.  We are working toward the goal of 
$150,000 for which the store will give us $1,000.  Receipts from 2015, 2016, and 2017 are accepted. 

   DO YOU HAVE A PRAYER REQUEST?  Perhaps you or a family member or a friend is 
experiencing a physical or mental health concern.  Perhaps someone you know is      
facing a life-altering decision.  Or, perhaps you know a family who has lost a loved one.  
Maybe you have a joy to share!  The power of prayer in all situations is unlimited. 

   The Prayer and Care Ministry Team will offer extended communion on Sunday, 
June 4.  If you would like communion delivered to you in your home, or if you know 
someone who would, or if you would like to deliver communion, please contact the 
pastors or church office by Wednesday, May 31.   

mailto:janekbaker@yahoo.com
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Conference Connections 
 

 What our founding DNA tells us: Our denomination’s founding DNA tells us a lot about Minnesota United 
Methodists today, Bishop Ough said in a recent message. We have a propensity to be unrelenting learners, to 
change the world, to do good work and to work for the common good of all, to lead, to persevere, and to 
grow in our capacity to love God and our neighbors. 

 

 5 ways to get out of your building: Doing ministry outside of our church walls is as old as dirt, but we 
quickly forget how important it is! Rev. Ben Ingebretson, area director of new church development, offers 
five ideas for “airing out” your ministry: 1. Hold your next staff, council, or ministry team meeting in a public 
space. 2. Offer worship in a public space. 3. Buy a jumbo-sized grill to loan to anyone in the congregation 
who will organize a block party in their neighborhood. 4. Begin to plan and pray about staging an off-site 
ministry in the fall. 5. Try a pub Bible study. 

 

 Your generosity supports vital mission, ministry: Minnesota United Methodists gave generously in 2016 
through apportionments, the share each local church pays to support international, national, and local mis-
sions. Locally, apportionments help fund new churches to reach new people, revitalization processes to help 
churches thrive, training for clergy and laity, the ELI Project college internship program, grants for churches 
trying new things, and the camping ministry, among others. Thank you! 

 

 2017 Annual Conference—Encounter the Spirit: Live Expectantly: June 20-22, 2017, St. Cloud. Join us at 
Annual Conference (as a voting member or visitor) as we focus on what it means to be an Acts 2 Church and 
fully claim our identity as people of Pentecost. New elements this year: TED-style talks, guest speaker Rev. 
Junius B. Dotson, a camp revival, and "get engaged" workshops. Register at www.minnesotaumc.org. 

 
BRIGHT SPOTS IN OUR MIDST 
 

 Delano UMC helps organize anti-racism efforts: Last month, the home of a Delano family was burglarized 
and painted with racist graffiti. Delano United Methodist Church was part of a group that organized a re-
sponse in the form of a public statement, a candlelight vigil, and the creation of a task force. This is a great 
example of a church bringing together people in its community to rally around a common goal—in this case, 
fighting racism and working to create a city that welcomes everyone. 

 Embracing a call to ministry: About a year ago, Carollee Smith moved to the small Minnesota town of 
Alden and began attending Alden UMC. The congregation needed a pastor, and through prayer, Smith dis-
cerned that she was called to serve in that role. She started as the congregation’s pastor on March 1 and is 
working to become a licensed local pastor. Smith prays over every name in the Alden phone book and in 
front of every home in her community several times each week. She is planning several revival worship ser-
vices and is passionate about helping unchurched people come to know Christ. Thanks be to God! 

 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
STAY CONNECTED! 

“Like” the Minnesota Annual Conference on Facebook, follow the conference on Twitter and Instagram 

(@MinnesotaUMC), and sign up (at www.minnesotaumc.org) for e-newsletters. For more information about any 
of the items listed above, visit www.minnesotaumc.org.  
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CONNECT LOVE RESTORE    

Executive Committee Minutes 

Attendance- Judy Plein, Clay Oglesbee, Kim Sjostrom, Donna Dummer, Pam Armstrong, Andrea Ramberg, Paul 
Karlen, Bruce Nelson, Mardell Bartlett 

Devotions--Guided Conversation on Five Marks of A Methodist—Chapter 3 on A Methodist Gives Thanks.  We 
had discussions around gratefulness and did view the link on the church website to http://gratefulness.org/ 

 Minutes- Motion to approve February minutes made by Bruce, seconded by Judy and passed by majority 
vote.  Clay asked for clarity on printing documents prior to the meeting.  Upon discussion it was decided to 
have them printed prior to the meeting to be handed out.   

Holy Spirit Breakthrough Anecdotes 

    Where are you seeing God's Spirit at work among us?   

 Town Hall Notes in Newsletter—Comments or questions? - No discussion needed 

 Adult Forum on Social Ministry, GLBTQ, Request to make Climate Change commitment (CCL) - Clay elabo-
rated on his feeling about how this will be a challenging area for us; the hope is that we use this as a learning 
opportunity for our congregation. We will be going into spiritual growth areas for the April forums. 

 Lent and Easter Worship—Instructions on the Way to Jerusalem - (The Sermon on the Mount)-mid week 
services have started.  Also we will be hanging a portrait called The Descent of Christ by Guy Williams in the 
sanctuary during the Lenten season. 

 Giving—Financial Report - Paul reported that their team will be meeting quarterly, income is up, expenses 
exceeded this past month but we were able to pay apportionments in full and bills. We did have a carry over 
into this year so we do have a positive balance. 

 Missions support--$60 apiece to United Way and Every Hand Joined, $100 to JRLC (plus personal gifts)-no 
discussion needed 

 Apportionment payments status--paid in full this month again- Thanks be to GOD MOMENT!! 
 

Prayer and Discipleship 
    Passionate Spirituality and Witness Plans 

   Make the Road by Walking Studies, participation continues the same, total at about 26/week 

   Sunday Schools--Children--still averaging 10 per Sunday,   

   Youth--averaging 6 on Wednesdays and 5 on Sundays =70% decline since 2016 

   Adult Forum (50) and Road (26)--2017 averaging total of 76/week =approx. 400% increase    

   Confirmation--Sunday May 7th, May 14th last day of Sunday school with a picnic. --no discussion needed 

   April--Spirituality Series-no discussion needed 

   May or June--Spiritual Novel? - Still thinking through which book it will be 
 

Witness and Service 
     Children, Teen and Family Outreach and Relational Evangelism 

  Summer planning--multiple camp experiences--interns and staffing, application for Eli Intern 

  Meeting with Every Hand Joined: Cradle to Career, and police department--GREAT program   

  Service Camp--Urban Cross Mission Camp,-no discussion at this time 

  Canoe Trip to Ko-Wa-Kan--inquiry to camp-no discussion at this time 

  Monthly Movies Planning-no discussion at this time 

  Justice and Service in Community?  (JRLC, United Way)-no discussion at this time 

  Missions giving - decision needs to be made for who we will be giving our mission markets income.  During 
discussion Mardell reported to doing a cause supported by UMC nationally/internationally since we did a local 
one last year.  Motion made by Mardell to have the funds go to Heifer International- Donna second, passed by 
majority vote.  Also Mardell reported that Christie Brown will head up the effort for our mission to annual con-
ference. We have sweaters for the Layette kit available.  Our plan will be to add conference needs/request to 
newsletter and other printings for items. This year’s Love Offering will be designated for Sierra Leone, Emma 
Norton, Volunteers in mission scholarships. 

http://gratefulness.org/
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Presence and Worship 

 Lenten Worship--Theme and Mid-Week Worship Plans with other churches .Clay preaches this Wednesday. 
Mardell noted that the 5pm service has been less full.  

 AWA--January and February 15% increase over 2016         

 2017-108, 2016-93, 2015--105, 2014--102 

 Target for 150 for 4th quarter of 2017? No discussion at this time- 

 Prayer and Care Team reporting-- Clay reported that there have been several prayer concerns for members of the 
congregation. 

 Intergenerational Outing was well attended with about 50 people and had a great time.  

 
Giving, Resourcing and Administration 

Planning Retreat scheduling--Passionate Spirituality and Family Outreach- Clay asked this group to consider doing 
this planning session sooner than later like April 8th or 22nd from 9am to 2pm.  Focus would be working on family 
outreach and summer programing. Will be inviting the incoming council, members who will be active with the pro-
gram. Education team will be meeting prior to go over the VBS stuff and discuss the additional camp possibilities 
which then will be brought to this retreat. The team will be looking at partnering with the YMCA, Sheldon and other 
resources.  During discussion we decided to have it April 8th at 9am and will look for an off-site meeting space. 

Nominations progress and election- Clay apologized for the errors in the emails and the nominations team will be 
meeting to clarify and present before this committee.   This brought us to discussion about our communication path-
ways and how some things are handled better in person so as to resolve questions/ action items without losing the 
meanings. Bruce suggested that emails in general that do not pertain to everyone should be started in a separate 
email.  Clay handed out an article on communication skills.  

In regards to new committee members, Clay suggests we bring them on board as they accept the position to serve. 
Bruce expressed that since this meeting is open to all so they could be coming to the meeting but will not be able to 
vote in the interim.  Elections and tenure recommend- turnover officers in the middle to the year. The preference 
would be to allow for transition to occur during the time when we were not mid- programming year.  Clay suggested 
end terms in May and new officers/ team members in June before the vacation time starts. There is no requirement per 
discipline to do any certain time. We will try to implement members sooner as we are ready and formalize process 
when nominations team present them.  

 

Trustees - TV stand- portable equipment very user friendly- 

 Phone in the kitchen for emergency use 

 Bruce looking into flooring options for the dining hall and scout room 

 Darwin and Bruce worked on fixing the boiler today 

 Report on Sound System assessment with David Drentlaw and music staff--February 21, cost:  $100-no discus-
sion at this time 

 

United Methodist Women-no report ,no discussion at this time 

 

Meeting was adjourned with closing prayer by Clay 

Respectfully submitted- Judy Plein 
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Letters 
Dear Friends at First UMC, 

Best Wishes and thank you for your financial commitment to social justice and JRLC’s Legislative Network.  Your 
support will keep us growing as we continue addressing challenges at the Legislature.  We received your mem-
bership gift of $100 on February 28, 2017. 

Your generous support helps JRLC bring to life the policy recommendations approved jointly by the Minnesota 
Catholic Conference, the Minnesota Council of Churches, the Jewish Community Relations Council, and the Islamic 
Center of Minnesota.  Your support keeps our interfaith network strong and effective. 

We so appreciate your support of our work.  Ana really enjoyed meeting with you. 

Anne Krisnick, Executive Director 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Thank you dear friends for the many greetings you have expressed for my 90th birthday.  You overwhelmed me by 
the birthday serenade of those assembled in the Friendship room for cake and coffee.  Thank you very much. – 
Gene Foster 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Thank you all for the lovely Easter card I received.  It is nice to be remembered.  I had a very nice Easter with my 
family in Rochester.  God Bless. – Yvonne Thimijan 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

I hope each and every one of my church family had a blessed Easter.  Thank you for the beautiful card.  I so enjoy 
seeing all the signatures. – Ruth Featherstone 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Dear Friends, 

Philanthropy - Webster’s Dictionary defines it as “goodwill to fellow men; an active effort to promote human wel-
fare.”  This is exactly what your church has accomplished through your donation to United Way of Goodhue, Wa-
basha & Pierce Counties. 

Your church’s social responsibility and good corporate citizenship has not gone unnoticed.  On behalf of the mem-
bers of the Board of Directors for United Way of Goodhue, Wabasha and Pierce Counties and its partner agencies, 
I would like to extend our thanks for your donation. 

Through your donation: 

 You encouraged our neighbors to stay healthy. 

 You invested in the success of children. 

 You helped to stabilize families in crisis. 

 You advanced the common good of Goodhue, Wabasha & Pierce Counties. 
 

Now United Way can continue the work it began over 50 years ago.  It can continue to advance the common good 
of our counties by uniting the resources of the community to identify and address the most pressing human 
needs.  It can continue to strive at making our communities a better place to live! 
 

Maureen Nelson, Executive Director 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

To the People of First United Methodist Church, 

Thank you so much for your cash donation given to the Red Wing Area Food Shelf.  The total for January - March 
2017 is $2,106.  Your continued generous support is so appreciated! ~ Peggy Olson, Secretary RW Area Food 
Shelf 
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Urban Cross 

(Service) 

June 11 -17 
Away Camp 

7th-12th grade & Adults   

Participants provide hands-on service on St. 
Paul’s East Side through a variety of projects 
that meet the needs of the community 
homeowners and other non-profit 
organizations. Serve, grow, connect, worship! 

Vacation  
Bible 

School 

June 26-29 
9 a.m. -12:30 p.m. 

3 yrs - 4th Grade 

Spark Imagination With Faith-Building Fun! 
Imagine a world where curious kids become hands-
on inventors who discover they're lovingly crafted 
by God. Spark creativity with interactive decoration 
and experiences! 

YEL LEGO 

X Camp 

July 10 - 14 
9 a.m. - 12 p.m. 

1st-5th Grade 

For LEGO builders ready for a 

challenge!  Students use Lego projects to 

investigate engineering concepts. We keep it 

fun with open ended, creative projects for the 

students.   

Geek  

Week 

July 10 - 14 
9 a.m. - 12 p.m. 

5th-12th Grade 

If Magic the Gathering, Dixit , Pandemic and 

Poke mon Go are familiar to you, then Geek Week is 

the camp for you! Not familiar but love hanging out 

with friends and playing games, it’s still the camp for you. What 

can games teach us about being a Jesus follower in 2017?  

Art With 

Erin 

July 24-27 
9 a.m. - 12 p.m. 

1st- 12th Grade & 

Adults 

As we learn about God’s love for us and others, we 

will create beautiful ART through: *mandalas * 

zendoodle  *collage  *monoprints *and more! Art 

supplies are provided. YOU provide the CREATIVITY. 

Wilderness 

Trip 

August 3-9 
Away Camp 

Intergenerational 

Based at Kowakan Camp in the Boundary 

Waters. Enjoy a canoe adventure in the 

wilderness. Focus on Christ, creation and 

community! Learn canoe and camping skills 

on day trips on a beautiful lake!   
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First United Methodist Church 
403 East Ave. 

Red Wing, MN 55066 
 

Phone:  651-388-3262 

Connect to God, Grow in Love, Serve in the World 

Non-Profit Org. 

--------------------------- 

U. S. POSTAGE 
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Permit No. 249 

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

Lead Pastor 
Rev. Clay Oglesbee 

Email:  redwingrev@gmail.com 
Cell:  507-251-9283  

 

Pastor of Children and Family Ministries 
Pastor Pam Armstrong 

Email:  pastorpamfumcrw@gmail.com   
Cell:  651-983-0676  

 

Administrative Assistant 
Cindy Johnston 

Email:  methodistadmin@msn.com 
 

Music Director 
Kim Cory 

Email:  snkcory@gmail.com 
 

Office Phone 
651-388-3262 

 
Church Office Hours 

Monday – Friday  11:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 
 

General Church Email 
redwingmethodist@msn.com 

 

Church Website 
www.redwingmethodist.org 

 

Sunday Worship            9:30 a.m. 

Fellowship           10:30 a.m. 

Classes for Children        10:40 a.m.  
  Last day is May 14  
 

No Adult Forums in May  

 
 

 
 

 

Community Meals in May 
 

Sundays May 14, 21, and 28 

Served at 5:00 p.m. 
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