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The First Word 
May 2018 

First United Methodist Church ~ 403 East Ave.  Red Wing, MN 55066 

Our Vision:  Connect to God, Grow in Love, Serve in the World 

Special Events and Celebrations 
Confirmation Sunday on May 6  
Sunday, May 6—Confirmation Worship and Reception:   Worship begins at 9:30, and family mem-
bers and friends are invited to join the celebration. A reception will follow the service.  Sadie Nelson, 
Ashton Wieck, Dionna Zimmer, Ray Meyer, and Marissa Early are our Confirmands. 

Affirmation of Church Leaders on May 13 
During worship we’ll celebrate our local church leaders.  Following worship a special Church Confer-
ence will be conducted to elect church leadership. 

Stewardship Discovery Process Unfolds, April 25-27 
With nearly unanimous support for funding of coaching support for up to a six-month Planned Giving 
Discovery Process for our congregation, we have just  completed three full days of household, individ-
ual and committee or team interviews with John Laster of the Horizons Stewardship organization.  
Over 50 individuals and committee members participated in about 40 hours of interviews discussing 
our ministries, vision, hopes and concerns, as well as attitudes about planned giving to the congrega-
tion to build a base of financial reserves and promised giving for our future.    A summary report of in-
terviews is being discussed with our Council leadership, and the report will be shared with our con-
gregation and will help us to consider our next steps in ministry and giving.  Thanks to all who partici-
pated!   

Generous Contributions for March and April Works of Mercy —
Thank You!  (March - Foodshelf = $658 and April - Easter = $5,396) 

Work of Mercy for May - Conference Love Offering 
Dear Friends, thank you for your generous gifts to the church for the food shelves during March and 
the local church during April.  Our May work of mercy is for the Minnesota Annual Conference Love 
Offering.  The three emphases this year are:  Puerto Rico Hurricane Recovery Trips, Park Avenue Unit-
ed Methodist Church Freedom Schools Program (a six-week , urban, summer - day camp experience 
for children), and NUMAS Haus emergency shelter and support services to homeless and vulnerable 
women and children in New Ulm and Brown County).  Please give generously.  Thank you, thank you, 
thank you!   
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May 2018—Worship for Eastertide and Pentecost                                            

Our summer services continue at 9:30 a.m. on summer Sunday mornings.  Our May Work of Mercy is for 
the Minnesota Annual Conference Love Offering. 

 

Eastertide Continues… Worship Services that Honor Special People 

May 6—Confirmation Sunday 

Communion (Musical Version, “Mass of Light”) 

Work of Mercy offering for Summer Programs, Camperships  

Text:  John 15:9-17 

Preacher:  Pastor Amanda Larsen 

 

May 13—Mother’s Day, Honoring Servants of the Church 

Sermon: The Gift of Hospitality 

Text:  1 Corinthians 11 (selected verses) 

Preacher:  Pastor Clay Oglesbee 

 

May 20--Day of Pentecost, Honoring Our Community’s Teachers  

Sermon: The Wise and the Foolish 

Text:  1 Corinthians 1:18-25 

Preacher:  Pastor Clay Oglesbee   

 

May 27--Memorial Day Week-End, Trinity Sunday, Honoring Families 

Youth to Serve “Sunday Sundaes”   

Sermon:  To Believe 

Text:  John 20:1-19 

Preacher:  Pastor Clay Oglesbee   

 

Pentecost:    

June 3 -- Graduate’s Sunday  

Communion—Work of Mercy for Children and Youth Summer Ministries    

Sermon:  How Can This Be? 

Texts: Psalm 139, Mark 2:23-3:6 

Preacher:  Pastor Amanda Larsen  
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Just One More Thing … Notes from Pastor Clay Oglesbee 
 

Keeping a Good Reputation—Or Losing It on Purpose  

A caring friend is cautious about speaking of others, or about “how things look” to oth-
ers, even in towns the size of Red Wing.  How interesting!  What caution we need to 
show, and how we need to protect one another’s reputations!   

The other night I was out walking with a friend, and we talked about a particular home 
that was for sale in the neighborhood, and before I knew it, this friend was able to tell me a bit of unsavory 
information about the folks who lived there, and why they might be selling the home.  I was fascinated that 
we all seem to know so much about one another, and that we have the power to build up or break down 
one’s reputation by what we say about our neighbors.   

The tongue is indeed a burning fire.  So, with so much at stake in having and keeping a good, clean reputa-
tion, why would anyone ever risk doing anything that either was, or even appeared to be, controversial or 
corrupt, or which tended to associate one in the minds of one’s peers with, say, outcasts, radicals, alcohol-
ics, drug abusers, prostitutes, sexual traffickers, adulterers, thieves and so on? 

Yet the Gospels tell us that folks in Jesus’ hometown “took offense at him” (Mark 6:3).  He was a prophet 
without honor among those who supposedly knew him best.  His reputation suffered.  It wasn’t just a one-
day event.  It became a way of life and ministry for him to be disrespected and mistrusted by many.  In his 
book What Jesus Meant, Gary Wills writes, “(Jesus) crossed lines of ritual purity to deal with the unclean—
with lepers, the possessed, the insane, with prostitutes and adulterers and collaborators with Rome….   
Jesus was called an agent of the devil, or the devil himself.  He was unclean, a consorter with Samaritans 
and with loose women.  He was a promoter of immorality (according to some), a glutton and a drunkard, a 
mocker of Jewish Law, a schismatic.  He was never respectable.  In fact, he shocked the elders and priests 
of the Temple when he said, ‘In truth I tell you, tax collectors and whores are entering God’s reign before 
you.’ ”   

With so much at stake in having a good reputation in the world….why would Jesus decide to have a bad rep-
utation?  He chose to become undervalued in this world, in order to show us the kingdom of God.  He criti-
cized the old way, he proclaimed a vision of the new, and most importantly, he demonstrated the deep 
risks and generosity of the kingdom by mixing with the wrong kinds of folks, even if it cost him his good 
name.  Go, ye, and do likewise.     

 

 

Remembering John Wesley’s Heart Warming Experience 
Celebrating who we are as United Methodists! 
 

Information: 
  May 24, 2018 at Stewartville UMC 

  Worship begins at 7:00 p.m.  

  Bishop Bruce Ough Preaching 

  Mass choir rehearses at 6:00 p.m.  (All area Choir members welcome.) 

  Choir director:  Laurie Helmers  helmers.laurie@gmail.com  507-261-0027  

  Contact Pastor Wane Souhrada for copies of choir anthem: “Voices of Praise” a medley of Charles 
 Wesley hymns.    

 

 

mailto:helmers.laurie@gmail.com
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Pastor Amanda's Enthusiastic Endorsement:    Family Challenges 

All families go through challenges:  unique, unplanned and life-disrupting.  Those are 
not the subject of my endorsement today.  I’m writing about the kind of challenges you 
see on YouTube:  the ice bucket challenge, the Bertie Bott’s Every Flavor Bean chal-
lenge, and the infamous cinnamon challenge. (Avoid that one!)  

On YouTube and IRL (in real life), many families have fun spending a few hours doing 
some kind of challenge or contest together.  We have friends who have an annual pizza 
making event.  On the designated day, they all gather (some now with spouses and even 

kids of their own) in the family kitchen and each person makes a unique and memorable pizza.  The group votes 
on the winner.  Last weekend my family participated in an “edible book art” challenge sponsored by our public 
library.  We spent two days making and decorating cakes, each related to a book we’ve enjoyed.  One of our church 
families wants to taste every fruit a person can buy in Red Wing.  Other families have sand castle contests, Lego 
contests, even Wii bowling competitions.  

Challenges like these allow families to laugh and have fun together.  Each person can bring their own gifts and 
personality to the challenge and you make some good memories together.  Some families branch off and do other 
types of contests and challenges.  Who remembers playing “the quiet game” in the car?  YouTube families chal-
lenge themselves to a “zero waste” week; give up electronics for 24 hours or even a “say yes to everything” week. 

This month I encourage you and your “tribe” to do some kind of challenge together and see how it goes.  Need an 
idea?  The church is having a “Sundae Sunday” on May 27.  Who among us will concoct the most amazing Sundae?  
Show up to find out!  

 

Sunday School and Confirmation 

Our younger children will finish learning about Paul and his companions through 
the month of May.  Our last day of Sunday School is May 20.  The youth class has 
been attending the forums on World Religions and will return to a few more video 
discussions to close out the year.  Confirmation Sunday is May 6.  Being confirmed 
are Marissa Early, Ray Meyer, Sadie Nelson, Ashton Wieck and Dionna Zimmer. 

 

Honoring Our Teachers on May 20 

At the end of the year, we typically recognize our Sunday School teachers for the ministry 
they provide to the children in our church.  We are grateful to Michelle Mallon, Katie By-
strom, Mandy Mroz and Melinda Brueschke for the connections they have made with the 33 
different children and youth who have joined us in Sunday School this year.  On May 20 
we’ve invited teachers from across the area to join us in worship as we say “thank you” for 
the important work they do in education.  If you have a teacher (active or retired) or a 
school staff, or a coach you’d like to thank, please invite them to worship on May 20.  The 

service that day will celebrate teachers and life-long learning.  The forum that Sunday, on Opioids in 
Goodhue County, may also be something they would like to learn more about.  

 

Intergenerational Event:  Sundae Sunday on May 27  

Everyone is welcome to join us after worship on May 27 for Sundaes outside.  Feel free to bring any 
“unique” toppings you require—CYF will have the basics covered.  Who will create (and consume) 
the most outrageous Sundae?  Join us to find out! 

 

We are “that church” with the ad at Cinema 8. 

If you would like to order a t-shirt that matches the new logo on the theater ad, check in with Crystal.  You’ll be 
seeing the logo around town this summer as we “pop up” in parks, serve homeowners and enjoy a day on the riv-
er.  
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Here’s the Rundown on Summer Programming! 

Movies @ Central Park (Questions? Want to help? Talk to Judy Plein) 

Activities and movies, free in the heart of the city. 

 Movies start as soon as it is dark enough, activities begin at 7pm. 

 June 15        Princess Bride 

 July 13         CoCo 

 August 10   Nightmare Before Christmas 

 

Pop Up Play in Neighborhood Parks 

A time of organized play, crafts, snacks and stories.  Children and care-
givers welcome!  (Questions?  Want to help? Talk to Pastor Amanda.) 

 June 20, 2-4pm @Pepin Woods 

 June 27, 2-4pm @Colvill School (Bluffview Park) 

 July 25, 2-4pm @South Park 

 August 1, 2-4pm @ Pepin Woods  

 August 22, 2-4pm @Spring Creek Park 

 

Serving in Neighborhoods (Questions?  Want to help?  Talk to Crystal Henderson.) 

 Overnight service camp in St Paul June 10-16 

 Overnight and Day camp in Red Wing July 8-13  

 

Nerds Unite! (Questions?  Want to help?  Talk to Pastor Amanda.) 

Events for teens that have less common hobbies 

 June 19, 1-4 Magic (the Gathering) 

 July 3, 10-4 Roll 20 

 July 25, 10-12 Board games 

 August 21, 10-4 Minecraft LAN 

 

Intergenerational Vacation Bible School (Questions?  Want to help?  Talk to Pastor Amanda.) 

August 6-9, 5pm-7:45 

Includes dinner, crafts, games, stories, worship and more! 

 

First UMC Day on the River 

August 12, 10:45-3:00 

Celebrating the end of our “Rolling River” VBS, our entire church family is invited to Col-
vill park for boats, food and games.  Bring your boat, canoe, kayak or you favorite form of 
river transport.  Land-lover?  No problem!  We’ll also have plenty of shade and fun on 
shore. 
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Care Ministries Report  - From Jane Stone, Care Coordinator 
 

 
After a ten-hour drive, much of it through blizzard conditions, I arrived in Kansas City for the Congrega-
tional Care Ministry Seminar at Church of the Resurrection (COR).  So far, it’s been one day—11 hours 
of wonderful, informative learning.  I have 15 pages of notes from this first day plus a number of 
handouts, and two more days remain.  180 pastors and laity from around the country (plus one from 
Singapore!) are attending this seminar, and we are learning SO MUCH about care ministries.   

We were reminded of Jethro’s advice to his son-in-law, Moses, upon seeing all that Moses was doing.  
This was his advice:  “What you are doing is not good.  You will surely wear yourself out, both you and 
these people with you.  For the task is too heavy for you; you cannot do it alone.”  Likewise, we (both 
pastors and laity) cannot do it alone.  We need to share the work of care ministries.  

How is our church sharing care ministries?  One example is through our Sunday morning volunteer 
drivers, who bring a member to worship.  A note from this member and her caregivers states, “Thanks 
for coordinating all the rides for her, so she can join with her faith community in worship every Sun-
day.”  Thank you to our drivers: Gregg Beck, Donna Dummer, Dave & Barb Grunzke, Julia Featherstone, 
and Carol Thompson, who will provide transportation starting in May.  Rhody and Bertha Tiedeman 
have filled in as drivers, and I provide rides, also.  It’s a pleasure to coordinate this transportation minis-
try because of our wonderful volunteers. 

Another example is providing meals.  For two weeks one of our members and her daughter are gone all 
day every day for medical appointments.  They are returning home after these 10-hour days to meals 
provided by Gregg & Brandi Beck, Elvira Sigmund, Christie Brown, Bea Kizer, Melinda Brueschke, and 
me.  Others are still being added.  What a joy it is to make life a bit easier for this family! 

As I talked with one of the Congregational Care Ministers (CCMs) at Church of the Resurrection, some of 
the work I’ve been doing was validated.  This particular CCM told me that many of her care contacts are 
done via email, phone calls, and cards.  In the past month, I have sent 40 cards and emails to check in 
with members, plus 31 Easter cards and many phone calls.  It’s no wonder that I have depleted my sup-
ply of cards, which was substantial.  Do you receive free cards in the mail?  At this time, I need birthday, 
thank-you, get well, thinking-of-you, and sympathy cards.  If you have extras, please let me know or 
bring them to the church office.  

I am so grateful to our pastors and our congregation for this opportunity to attend the Congregational 
Care Ministry Seminar at Church of the Resurrection.  Thank you for your support of this position in our 
church! 
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Abbreviated Council Notes from April 12 Meeting 

Members Present: Judy Plein, Paul Karlen, Mardell Bartlett, Bob Stone, Jane Stone, Jane Baker, Pastor Clay Ogles-
bee, Crystal Henderson, Andrea Ramberg, Katie Bystrom 
 

Reports from Teams/Committees 
 Children, Youth & Family Ministries – Pastor Amanda sent a report via email. 
 UMW – Jane Baker reported that several women from our church plan to attend the Susannah Wesley event in 

Farmington on Saturday. (This was cancelled due to the blizzard.) 
 Welcoming Committee – Jane Stone reported that the committee helped with the Lenten meal and will serve 

Confirmation and graduation breakfasts. 
 Service & Witness Team – Judy reported that flyers are ready for promoting the summer movies in the park.  

She is waiting for city approval of park use.  Crystal reported that a move was done for God Is on the Move.  A 
woman and her children were moved from the women’s center to an apartment.  They have household needs 
which we may be able to help provide. 

 

Presence and Worship 
 Pastor Clay reported that worship for the next six months is being planned.  We will celebrate our 165th anni-

versary on three dates.  The 165 Pay It Forward initiative has begun.  209 attended worship on Easter Sunday 
and 125 last Sunday. 

 Mardell announced that we still need to work on the procedure for recyclable cups during fellowship time.  
The bucket must be wiped out to prevent mold. 

 

Witness and Service 
 God Is on the Move Coordinator – Crystal was happy to have several volunteers to help move the woman 

from the women’s center.  She is now on the HOPE Coalition board and continues to work with several com-
munity organizations.   

 Care Ministries Coordinator – Jane Stone sent Easter cards to 31 members and delivered cookies & Easter 
wishes during Holy Week to 16 members/couples.  BELLS/Restaurant Outreach – Judy’s book study went 
well.  No restaurant outreach has been started yet. 

 Building Use Updates – Pastor Clay and Jane Stone reported on the experimental Rotary meeting held in our 
Friendship Room.  Pastor Amanda sent a note about a May 10 Goodhue County Historical Society church tour 
event.  Our historians may be asked to serve as guides.  Mardell indicated that Habitat for Humanity is still 
looking for space.  Bob addressed Faith in Action possibly having office space in our church.  Judy suggested 
that the Council be proactive.  Pastor Clay is to work with the Trustees to do a feasibility study of Sunday 
School rooms and other spaces that might be used for offices.  They are to consider temporary vs. permanent 
arrangements.  Should we remodel to make our spaces friendlier? 

 Missions Support – Works of Mercy contributions are for the benefit of First UMC this month. 
 Project Mondema will be funded in part by the mission market, with contributions focused on their worship 

space. 
 

Resourcing & Administration 
 Finance Reports – Cindy submitted the finance reports via email.   
 SPRC – The vote at the April 8 church conference approved making up to $12,000 available from our perma-

nent endowment to pay for a contract with Horizons Stewardship for a Stewardship Discovery process.   
 Board of Trustees – Bob reported that the sidewalk project is now up to the city.  April 28 will be the church 

cleaning day.  Dishwasher parts have been ordered.  Trustees approved the youth-sponsored hygiene box.   
 

Prayer & Discipleship  
 Adult Forums - Pastor Clay celebrated the Abrahamic Faith forums now being held.  On May 20 Keegan Quinn 

will present a forum on opioid use.  An earth-keeping forum will hopefully be held on April 29. 
 Education Opportunities/Training - There is an opportunity for an additional lay person to attend Annual 

Conference. 
 

Our next meeting will be Thursday, May 10 at 6:30 p.m.    
 

  



8 

 8 

Letters, Notes and Appreciation 

Thank you wonderful people for the nice Easter card I received and for those who took time to sign the card.  
Thank you! ~ Don Larson 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Dear Church Family - Thank you for your cards, gifts, and good wishes for both of our birthdays in April.  At the 
beginning of this year we didn’t think Craig would still be alive, but here he is celebrating his 70th birthday!  Your 
prayers have done wonders.  We truly appreciate all of you! – Craig and Cindy Johnston 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Dear Church family, 

Thanks to your prayers and support for my son Nicholas Plein; we felt so loved.  Nic had a procedure via angio-
gram for correcting the heart issue he sustained from last year’s heart surgery.  Through the whole process of 
testing, doctor appointments, and prayerful reconsideration this option proved to be the best.  Nic has near 100% 
correction of the leakage and recouping well with the less invasive procedure. 

I am so grateful for our church family.  Thank you all again for your support! 

With grateful hearts, 
Judy and Jerry Plein 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

New address for Rose Marie Bosshard:  4444 Reservoir Blvd. NE, Room 44B, Columbia Heights, MN 55421.  No 
phone.   

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Thank you for the prayers, cards, calls, and messages of comfort after the untimely death of my sister-in-law, 
Margo Kratzer.  Your love and support helped us through this difficult time.  Blessings to all.  Jane and Fred Baker  

 

 

 

 

SPARK! is a new program offered through a collaborative effort between the Good-
hue County Historical Society and ArtReach. 
 
SPARK! is a cultural program for people with early to mid-stage memory loss and 
their care partners.  Programs are designed to keep participants actively engaged in 
their communities through experiences that stimulate conversations, provide peer 
support, and inspire creativity through multi-sensory museum experiences and pro-
grams. 
 

SPARK! programs are FREE for care partners and care receivers to attend together in a comfortable environment 
led by specially strained staff and volunteers. 
 
The SPARK! pilot programs will take place on the first Wednesday of every month (April through June) from 10 - 
11:30 AM at the Goodhue County History Center.  
  

Participants must register for these programs. 
Contact Lindsey Rindo via telephone (651.388.6024) to learn more about these multi-sensory experienc-
es and to sign up!  Lindsey will ask you a few questions regarding accessibility requirements and dietary 
restrictions.  
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Outreach and Missions 
Mission Market Returns 
 
Spring is not cooperating for having fresh produce early this year.  A couple of quotes from famous people follow. 
 From Anton Chekov:  “The snow has not yet left the earth but spring is already asking to enter your heart."  And 
from Charles Dickens writer of Great Expectations:  "Spring is the time of year when it is summer in the sun and 
winter in the shade."  I am writing this on April 16th right after the latest big snow. 
 
The Mission Market began in the 1980's at the urging of then Pastor Larry Rule who was also a Master Gardener. 
At that time selection was limited to the most common produce -- rhubarb, tomatoes, cukes, beans, and by sea-
son end some melons in a good year.  Today produce is more diverse and you will find fruits, flowers, and even 
eggs as the season progresses. 
 
Starting in May you will find a table in the Hamline Commons with donated produce usually 
beginning with rhubarb.  If you have extra produce and would like to donate, bring to the 
table on Sundays.  A basket is provided for your monetary donation to a mission project.  
The mission project selected by the church council for 2018 is Project Mondema.  Bruce and 
Brenda Blair are our local connection to this Sierra Leone's project.  Monetary donations will 
help with construction of a church and school. 
 
Questions about the Mission Market ask Mardell Bartlett.  Questions about Project Mondema ask Bruce or Bren-
da Blair. 
 

 
 
 

Caring for the Environment 
 
Why should we care for the environment? 
 
Around the  world 23% of deaths are due to preventable environmental factors.  Fol-
lowing are three reasons. 

 
 Exposure to hazardous substances in the air-- methane released from landfill waste and car exhaust 
 
 Unsafe water--over use of fertilizers and herbicides, plastic bottles and straws not recycled found in all 

waterways. 
 
 Diet--Plant based diets are more friendly to the earth than animal based. Do eat more vegetables and 

fruits. 
 
The church has made the decision to use recyclables substituting cardboard for the olds Styrofoam cups and 
many people have brought their own mugs for refreshment time.  You are encouraged to bring your own mug as 
well. (Ask about storage at church.) 
 
What are you doing to care for the environment? 
 
Mardell Bartlett 
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Women’s Ministry 

United Methodist Women is an organization for all women whose purpose is to know God, 
to develop a creative, supportive fellowship, and to expand concepts of mission through 
participation in the local and global ministries of the church.  Through our circle meetings 

and service projects, the UMW of FUMC strives to fulfill this purpose.   

  All women are invited to our meetings, in the Friendship Room unless stated otherwise: 

    Ruth Circle—Tuesday, May 8, 1:00 pm 

    Eve Circle—Monday, May 14, 9:30 am, Liberty’s Restaurant 

    Mission Team—Wednesday, May 23, 2:00 pm 

Contact Jane Baker, 388-9127 for more information about any of these meetings. 

Christie Brown and Jane Baker will attend the UMW Assembly in Columbus, Ohio, May 17-21.  Watch for their re-
ports on this inspirational and educational event!   

The Funeral Committee for May is:  Sue Dopkins, Mandy Mroz, Bea Kizer, Angie Lancman, Cherie Riegelman, and 
Bev Warwick. 

 

********************************************************************** 

EXTENDED COMMUNION 

The Prayer and Care Ministry Team will offer extended communion on Sunday, June 3.  If you would like com-
munion delivered to you in your home, or if you know someone who would, or if you would like to deliver com-
munion, please contact the pastors or church office by Wednesday, May 31.   

 

TABS FOR RONALD MCDONALD HOUSE 

There is a large plastic jug in Hamline Foyer for the collection of tabs from soda and other types of cans.  These tabs 
are given to the Ronald McDonald house in Rochester for its fundraising efforts.  Please save your tabs and add 
them to our jug.  When the jug is full, we will deliver them to Ronald McDonald House.   

FOOD SHELF 

Help fight hunger in Red Wing and Goodhue County by bringing a nonperishable food item—such as cereal, spa-
ghetti, or peanut butter—or a check designated for the Red Wing Food Shelf to the collection boxes or baskets at 
the church. In 2015, our local food shelf served 934 unique households including 3017 unduplicated people. Thank 
you for your generosity! 

ECONO RECEIPTS 

Please continue to put your Econo receipts in the box in Hamline Foyer. We are working toward the goal of 
$150,000 for which the store will give us $1000. Receipts from 2016, 2017, and 2018 are accepted. 

 

The Prayer and Care Ministry Team will meet Wednesdays, May 9 and 23, at 11 am, at the 
church. Prayer requests—concerns and joys-- can be made by filling out the yellow prayer 
cards in the pews during a worship service or by contacting a pastor, church office (388-
3262), or Jane Baker (388-9127). All concerns are kept confidential unless permission is 
given to include them on the Prayer Board and/or in the Sunday bulletin. 
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CONFERENCE CONNECTIONS 
 

All United Methodist churches are connected through shared mission and ministry and united in their efforts to 
grow in love of God and neighbor, reach new people, and heal a broken world. Check out these news tidbits from 
the Minnesota Annual Conference, which serves all 350 United Methodist churches in the state. 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 Bishop Ough: ‘The Risen Christ is Coming’: Christ is risen! Christ is risen, indeed! Easter is about Jesus stand-

ing among us in every circumstance, in every place, Bishop Bruce R. Ough said in his Easter message. “Easter is 
about Jesus reaching out to us across the great dark abysses of despair, doubt, and death, and saying, ‘Peace be 
with you.’ Easter is about realizing that our story, our journey, with Jesus is beginning rather than ending. East-
er is about God making it irrefutably clear that ‘God’s dwelling place is here with humankind’ (Revelation 21:2-
3).” 

 
 Your generosity makes a difference: Last year, you helped one church launch, one church expand to a sec-

ond location, nine churches start one of two key revitalization processes, and 35 churches create new minis-
tries through congregational development grants. That’s just the beginning of what was made possible through 
apportionments, the share each local church pays to support international, national, and local missions. Local-
ly, apportionments help fund new churches, training opportunities for clergy and laity, grants to support 
churches’ ministry and outreach efforts, the conference camping ministry, and much more. Thank you for your 
giving, which helps us reach new people for Christ and live into John Wesley’s belief that “the world is my par-
ish.” 

  
 2018 Annual Conference—Discover Joy: Live Deeply: May 29-June 1, St. Cloud. Join us at the 2018 Annual 

Conference (as a voting member or a visitor) as we connect to our collective story of how God has named and 
claimed us, and explore how we have found life in Jesus. It will be a meaningful time of worship, learning, and 
discerning. Register by May 1 for the best rates. Learn more: www.minnesotaumc.org/annualconference 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
BRIGHT SPOTS IN OUR MIDST 
 

 MN United Methodists advocate for Liberian refugees: Thousands of Liberian refugees who have been le-
gally living in the U.S. for years are facing the possibility of being deported in 2019. Several Minnesota United 
Methodists are working to change that through advocacy in Washington, D.C. and locally. Wynfred Russell, who 
worships at Brooklyn UMC in Brooklyn Park and North UMC in Minneapolis, and three clergy are actively push-
ing for a path to citizenship for those with Deferred Enforced Departure (DED) status, and Brooklyn UMC has 
brought in volunteer lawyers to consult with impacted Liberians. Meanwhile, Bishop Bruce R. Ough has called 
on the Trump administration and all United Methodists to see the face of Christ in the refugee. 

 200 youth explore faith, call through retreats: More than 200 Minnesota United Methodist youth explored 
their unique call and what it means to commit their lives to Christ at two separate March retreats—a Confirma-
tion gathering at Koronis Ministries in Paynesville and a Southern Prairie District event at a camp near Iowa. 
“It was a way to really take some time apart and think about who they are in relationship with Jesus,” said Rev. 
Tony Fink, who serves Fairmont UMC and brought youth to the Confirmation retreat. “They can build on this 
for the rest of their life.” 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

STAY CONNECTED! 

“Like” the Minnesota Annual Conference on Facebook, follow the conference on Twitter and Instagram 
(@MinnesotaUMC), and sign up (at www.minnesotaumc.org) for e-newsletters. For more information about any of 
the items listed above, visit www.minnesotaumc.org.  

http://www.minnesotaumc.org/annualconference
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Rev. Clay Oglesbee 

Email:  redwingrev@gmail.com 
Cell:  507-251-9283  

 

Pastor of Children, Youth and Family Ministries 
Pastor Amanda Larsen 

Email:  pastoramandalarsen@gmail.com  
Cell:  507-884-9835 

 

Administrative Assistant 
Cindy Johnston 

Email:  methodistadmin@msn.com 
 

Music Director 
Kim Cory 

Email:  snkcory@gmail.com 

Care Coordinator 
Jane Stone 

janestone1125@msn.com  
 

Children, Youth and Family (CYF) Assistant 
Crystal Henderson 

rwfumcyouth@gmail.com  
 

Office Phone 
651-388-3262 

 
Church Office Hours 

Monday – Friday  11:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 
 

General Church Email 
redwingmethodist@msn.com 

 

Sunday Worship               9:30 a.m. 
Fellowship                     10:30 a.m. 
Sunday school    10:40 a.m. 
Adult Forums    10:40 a.m. 
 

 

 

Community Meals in May 

Sundays May 13, 20, and 27 

Served at 5:00 p.m. 
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