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“We are now God’s stewards.  We are now indebted to God for all we have….The 
steward uses what is lodged in his hands, not as he pleases, but as his master 
pleases.” --John Wesley, “The Good Steward”  
 

“A Disciple’s Path”:   

2017 Discipleship and Stewardship Campaign Begins 
From October 23 through November 20, we are teaching in the church about “A Disciple’s Path.”  That is 
our discipleship/stewardship plan of teaching and preaching, which will culminate on Sunday, 
November 20, our DEDICATION for tithing and pledges, and a CONFIRMATION Sunday for several of 
our high school students.   Christian disciples depend upon God’s love and grace as the heart’s greatest 
experience.  Once we have been “graced” by God’s love, which 
transforms us, we begin to live in a new way.  Partly, this is a 
change of character; we become more like Jesus in our 
temperament.   Then we begin to take up new skills and 
practices of the disciple’s life: Prayer and devotional study of 
Scripture, being present for worship of God and for healthy 
relationships, giving, serving and witnessing.    

Each Sunday of these five weeks of The Disciple’s Path, we are 
exploring a new spiritual practice, always remembering that 
God’s love for us, and our love for God and neighbor undergird 
everything we say and do as people of faith.  

So far, we have already completed two Sundays:  

 Sunday, October 23—A Disciple Prays  

 Sunday, October 30—A Disciple Worships and 
Fellowships  

(Rev. Cynthia Williams, our District Superintendent) 

In following Sundays, we go on to: 

 Sunday, November 6—A Disciple Gives Generously 

 Sunday, November 13—A Disciple Serves God and Neighbor 

 Sunday, November 20, CONFIRMATION AND DEDICATION SUNDAY - A Disciple Witnesses to 
Jesus  

     

November 2016  

The First Word 
First United Methodist Church ~ 403 East Ave.  Red Wing, MN 55066 

Our Vision:  Connect to God, Grow in Love, Serve in the World 
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November 2016 Worship: The Disciple’s Path 

Our November Work of Mercy is for the Red Wing Food Shelf.   The texts marked in bold are key 
for each Sunday. 

Themes Message Key Scripture Texts Preaching or Sharing a 

Message 

November 6  -  

 

Gifts 
 

Communion 
 

All Saints 
 

Work of Mercy - 
Red Wing Food 
Shelf  
 

11:40—Church 
Conference 

  

  

A Wesleyan Disciple Gives Psalm 104 

Mt. 25:14-30 

Pastor Clay Oglesbee 

November 13 

Service 

  

  

  

A Wesleyan Disciple Serves 1 Peter 4:8-11 

Romans 12:4-8 

Pastor Pam Armstrong 

November  20 

 Confirmation 

Sunday 

 Dedication      

Sunday— 

 Christ the King 

 Thanksgiving 

Week 

  

A Wesleyan Disciple  Witness-

es 

  

  

2 Corinthians 10:1-5 

Mt. 5:14-16 

Pastor Clay Oglesbee 

Advent Begins 

November 27 

Advent 1 

Hope for God’s         Future Isaiah 40:9-11,  

Luke 1:67-69 

Pastor Pam Armstrong 



3 

 3 

Just One More Thing…   A note from Pastor Clay Oglesbee  

 
What Do I Owe to God?     Pretty Much Everything! 

A question for each of us as we consider our Giving as Disciples:  “What part of 
all that we have is God asking us to give to this church this year?”   

An Answer from a Pastor:  My heart is drawn this year to a double-tithe of my 
income to go to First United Methodist Church of Red Wing.  That will be about 

20% of my cash salary, housing allowance, and other reimbursable expenses-- or about $12,000 
for the year.  I do this because I passionately believe that God wishes to see our congregation turn-
around to become a loving, praying, worshipping, relational, giving, serving and witnessing congrega-
tion.  My spouse, Mary Lynn and I, are grateful that we feel free to do this for the churches we love and 
for other causes.   

Maybe you wonder why any of us would be foolish enough to give generously in this financially stag-
nant era for many wage-earners.  Why would anyone give 5%, 10% or 20% or more when the average 
church member gives less than 2%?  Here’s why we do it:  

We profess faith in God the Creator when we give. Whatever life is all about, it is as some theologian 
once said, “better to have existed than never to have existed at all.”  That may seem like an odd bottom-
line, but the more we consider it, the more grateful we are just to be alive for a human life-span.  How 
wondrous this world is, and how filled with beauty!  It is not within our human capacity to have created 
this, but we are, for however limited a time, the beneficiaries of the amazing creativity and deep mys-
tery of God.  We all owe God pretty much everything.  Why not be deeply grateful and show it in this 
way?   

 We profess faith in Christ Jesus.  Whatever we give, it is prefaced by this knowledge and confes-
sion:  whoever we are today, it is a vast improvement on the person we would have been if we did 
not follow the way of Jesus of Nazareth, the one we call “Christ.”  I literally owe my life’s meaning and 
my personal character to God because I think that without the path of Christ before me as my example 
and summons, I would have wasted a lot of  my life and my goods on a lot of trivial, useless or selfish 
projects.  Why would we not all love God, and show it by service and generosity?   

We profess faith in the Holy Spirit.  We find that there have been delightful pleasures, wonderful ad-
ventures, extraordinary friendships, profound loves, awe-filled contemplations, and deeply meaningful 
challenges.  No matter how rich the pleasure or how disturbing the sorrow, it is the Holy Spirit who 
nudges and guides us toward what matters, toward the good.   Why would we not all be grateful to have 
been guided to wisdom?   

So how about you?  What blessings have you received, and what does God ask of you? 

 

 

Our November Work of Mercy will be for the Red Wing Food Shelf    

As we customarily do during November, a time of gratitude for blessings received, 
we will be receiving financial and food gifts throughout the month of November 
for the Red Wing Food Shelf.  Please make a gift in the mission’s envelope and 
mark the envelope or your check to show that your donation is for the food 
shelf.  Thank you for remembering others in need of life-giving healthy food. 
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When Pastor Pam Thinks Out Loud… 
Gratitude can transform common days into thanksgivings, turn routine jobs into joy, 
and change ordinary opportunities into blessings. ~  William Arthur Ward 
 
Remember the “Glad Game” in the story of Pollyanna? It was the attitude adjustment 
technique that the orphaned girl’s father had taught her. Whenever something 
difficult or sad happened, the game was to find something to be glad about. Focusing 
on something positive always made her feel better. What if we used this focus as the 

lens for viewing our lives? What if it became our habit to thank God for each person or situation we 
encounter? It would be as if our first response is to find God in each person or situation. Framed in the 
presence of God, wouldn’t the minutes of our day add up to miracles? Wouldn’t each person become a 
gift? Even in the midst of intense sorrow and heartache, gratitude may take the shape of a warm hand, 
shared tears and the sometimes vague awareness that we are not alone. In our darkest moments, 
praising God…thanking God…becomes a true sacrifice.  But it is not for God’s sake that we sift through 
the pieces of our shattered heart to find a splinter of gratitude to lay before God. No, from that shard 
comes the comfort and healing that God wants for us. The lens of gratitude almost always enables us 
to sense the presence of God. 
 

What’s the News with Children, Youth and Family Ministries?  
Sunday School Pre-school ~ 4th Grade: 
Our Sunday School is in full swing! We have adjusted our curriculum to better meet 
our needs. Our teachers and their helpers are fun and enthusiastic. Our kiddos are so 
often the voice of God as they express their thoughts. But they are missing one aspect 
of the Sunday School experience so many of us remember: the church grandmas 
and grandpas that helped to shape our lives! So we need any of you who now fit that 

description! I will have a sign-up sheet in the Connection Center for you to pick one or more Sundays 
to simply come and be with us. Do you remember your “Church Grandparents?” Become one! 

Confirmation: 

We will be having two confirmation celebrations this year! On November 20th we 
will receive in to membership several older youth who have been on the 

Confirmation Road for a good amount of time.  The remaining students, 7th grade and older, will be 
confirmed in May. Starting next year, 7th graders will be confirmed each Spring.   
 

Youth! Middle School and High School Wednesday Nights! 

The Youth Group is on the Road! We study the theme of the Worship Service in more 
depth… in a Youth Group sort of way! Join us! We are looking for helpers on this 

night! Youth are cool and it is an honor to be selected to help out!! Call Pastor Pam at 651-983-0676! 
 

Church Family Fun Event!! 

The beauty of a church is that we can create community for one another.  We are an 
intergenerational supportive extended family! Let’s spend some time together! Each 
month there will be an event which lends itself to intergenerational interaction. This 
month, on November 18th from 5:15– 7:15 p.m. we will be eating pizza and baking 
cookies together! Some of these cookies will be sold at the Crafters Sale to benefit the 

Sierra Leone Mondema Project. Some will given away when we go Christmas caroling after church on 
December 18th! Please join in the fun!! 
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HANDCRAFTERS SALE 
 

Saturday, November 19                                      
9:00 to 1:30 

Friendship Room 
 

QUILT  Silent Auction (Sat. only) 
Youth Bake Sale  

(The bake sale proceeds are going to Sierra Leone Mondema Project) 

 
Sale Items:  Embroidered towels, Christmas decorations, Hardanger angels, toys, winter wear, cards, 
household and personal items, plus RW Stoneware commemoratives.  Anything left over from Saturday’s 
sale will be available Sunday morning for purchase. 
 
 
 

Mission Market 
 

The Mission Market has completed another successful season.  While we 
may not have a final total amount until after this newsletter is printed we 
will be able to contribute over $1,000 to Goodhue County Habitat for       
Humanity.  A huge thank you to all of you that purchased produce and     
donated generously and a special thanks to all the produce providers to 
make this project  a success.  The current total is $1,142. 
 
 

Labels for Education/Box Tops 
 

Please continue to collect both labels for education and box tops for McCurdy 
School, a United Methodist related Pre-School through 12th grade in Espanola, 
NM.  The awards from these collections further a tight budget as they educate 
children in the Espanola Valley.  When you collect, deposit in the McCurdy Box 
in the Hamline Commons on the Connection Center.  Thank you for taking the 

time to do this very important service.  Current McCurdy newsletter is by the box. ~ Mardell Bartlett 
 
 

Faith In Action 
With the coming of winter, the ducks, geese, monarchs are all pre-
paring for their migration to warmer climates.  It is also that way 
with many of the “snow-birds” who also happen to be Faith In Ac-
tion volunteer drivers.  While many drivers may be gone for 3 to 6 
months, requests for transportation assistance often increases 
with the cold weather.  Our drivers often tell us that serving as a 
Faith In Action volunteer is one of the most volunteer friendly 
things that they do.  We work with each individual driver and 
their schedules.  How often they want to drive (once a week, more or less) and what day/time.  We could 
truly use a number of additional drivers - or friendly visitors, as well.  Talk to Barbara Grunzke, (651-
388-9695 at home) our church coordinator or give us a call at 651-327-2400. 
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Prayer and Care 
New Prayer and Care Team to meet 2nd and 4th Tuesdays, 11 am 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Have Communion Elements, Will Travel...   
Members of the Prayer and Care Team, the Pastors and other volunteers are re-launching our practice 
of extended Communion for home-bound or ill members.  This will be offered quarterly on Communion 
Sundays (the first Sunday of each month).  The new launch will occur on December 4 after wor-
ship.  Please contact Jane Baker, Jane Stone or Margaret Foster if you can help with bringing Commun-
ion to others.  If you desire to receive Communion, or wish to suggest someone who might request this 
ministry for themselves, please let us know.  Thank you! ~ The Prayer and Care Team and Your Pastors  

 

 
Crop Walk Final 

Thanks to everyone who walked, sponsored, or otherwise helped with this 
year’s CROP Walk.  A grand total of 140 walkers (and six dogs) raised 
$10,150 with more still coming in.  This is a 20% increase over last year.     

Of this total, 25% will go to the Red Wing Food Shelf.   
First UMC had 17 walkers who raised $795.   

 
FOOD SHELF 

Winter is coming!!  ‘Tis the season that the RED WING FOOD SHELF needs food supplies for hungry 
people.  Please put a nonperishable food item--such as peanut butter, macaroni and cheese, or cereal—
in the collection box in the foyer, or a check designated for the Food Shelf in the offering plate.  Every 
gift is appreciated!  This is our November Work of Mercy. 

 

 ECONO RECEIPTS 

Please continue to put your Econo receipts in the box in Hamline Foyer. Receipts from 2014, 2015, and 
2016 are currently accepted.  Receipts from 2014 will not be accepted after 2016. 

DO YOU HAVE A PRAYER REQUEST?  Perhaps you or a family member or a 
friend is experiencing a physical or mental health concern.  Maybe someone you 
know is facing a life-altering decision.  Or perhaps you know a family who has lost 
a loved one.   The power of prayer in all situations is unlimited.  Our church has 
two groups that respond to prayer requests.  The prayer chain is a group of 
“prayer warriors” who receive requests by telephone or email and pray daily for 
at least two weeks for the concern; the Prayer and Care Ministry Team meets 
twice a month to share concerns and lift them in prayer.  Prayer requests can be 
made by filling out the yellow prayer cards in the pews during a worship service 
or contacting the pastors, church office (388-3262), or Jane Baker (388-9127).  All 
concerns are kept confidential unless permission is given to put them in the      
bulletin or on the Prayer board.  If you would like to participate in the prayer 
chain, please contact the pastor or church office.  
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 Women’s Ministry 
Friday, November 4, is World Community Day, sponsored by 
Church Women United of which United Methodist Women is a  
member.  The observance will be at St. Joseph’s Catholic Church at 
9:30 am.  All women are invited.  Contact Yvonne Childs or Christie 
Brown for more information.    

All women are invited to our November meetings--scarves, hats, and 
mittens (all sizes) will be collected for the Christmas Project: 

Ruth Circle—Tuesday, November 8—1:00 pm 

Eve Circle—Monday, November 14—9:30 am 

Women United in Faith—Will not meet in November 

Mission Team—will not meet in November 

Many thanks to everyone who helped with the Fall Rummage Sale.  It was a huge effort made easy 
because of the many people—men and women—who pitched in to help.  Our treasurer reports income 
of $1,459, including $193 from lunch sales!  Proceeds will go to our church needs and mission efforts.  

Get more information about UMW from local president Jane Baker (388-9127, 
janekbaker@yahoo.com) or online at www.unitedmethodistwomen.org. 

The Funeral Committee for November is:  Gayle Boldt, Nancy Enevold, Helen Gustafson, Carolyn 
Holmsten, Sue Nelson, Jo Severson, Bonnie Strusz, and Cindy Youmans 

 

 

 

 

Thank you!  Thank you!  Thank you!  It was wonderful of you to sign up to be 
Chaplain’s Assistants during October at Seminary Home.  Your help is very 
much appreciated. – Margaret Foster 

Visits to shut-ins and those who don’t get to church often are very important.  
Thank you to those who took cards and have visited.  Reminder – if visits are 
not done, please do so soon. – Margaret Foster 

 

Dear Friends:   

We wish to extend our gratitude to the congregation for hosting our 18th annual Faith In Action volun-
teer appreciation supper.  Paul Karlen and the Men’s Cooking Team did such a fine job of preparing 
and serving the delicious supper, and I have sent a thank you to them as well. 

First United Methodist has been an integral part of our program since it began.  They were represented 
on the committee which sought the Faith In Action grant in 1997-98, and have been active collabora-
tors in our mission to the Red Wing community ever since.  We sincerely hope to remain a part of your 
social ministry. 

Thank you, 

Lee Neste, Executive Director 
Faith In Action Board of Directors 
 

mailto:janekbaker@yahoo.com
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Outreach and Missions 

 Community Thanksgiving Day Dinner 

Thursday, November 24th  

11:30 to 1:00 p.m.  

Red Wing First United Methodist Church 

 Wesley Hall 
We are continuing our tradition of serving a traditional turkey dinner on 
the day of Thanksgiving from 11:30 to 1:00 in Wesley Hall.  The dinner is 
for those who may not have a gathering of family and friends to attend, but would like to be with others 
and enjoy a good meal.  Although there is no charge, donations are welcome.  Look for sign-up sheets or 
talk to Paul Karlen. 

Please note: 

Because of the Minnesota State Department of Health Food Regulations our church is not allowed to de-
liver meals and is not able to allow meals to be picked up.  Participants are encouraged to be in fellow-
ship and attendance at the Red Wing First United Methodist Church. 

 

Goodhue County Christmas Project 
It is hard to believe we are talking about Christmas with the fall leaves that we are ex-
periencing but, sharing day is less than a month away.  We will receive the list of fami-
lies that we will provide Christmas for on that day and we will have the tree up the 
next day (hopefully).  We will need volunteers for that day.  I hope some of you can 
help. ~ Christie Brown 

 

Advent Organ Series at 1st Presbyterian Church 
First Presbyterian Church of Red Wing is once again presenting is Advent 
Organ Series.  It will be held at the church on Wednesday, November 30,  
December 7, and December 14 from 12:15 to 12:45 p.m.  Organists include 
Melanie Ohnstad of Minneapolis, Steve Stucki of St. Paul, and Tom Erickson 
of Vasa Lutheran Church.  A pre-concert soup and sandwich free-will lunch 
will be available from 11:30 to 12:10 p.m.  Come to this event and enjoy 
wonderful music with your friends at this busy time of the year. 
 

Volunteer Help Needed 

The Hispanic Outreach Program of Goodhue County needs middle and high school volunteer tutors to 
work with students twice weekly after school to help them improve academic skills and earn higher 
grades.  The program also focuses on increasing parental involvement.  Days and hours are Mondays/
Wednesdays, 3-4:30 pm @ RW High School and Tuesdays 3-4:30 pm at Twin Bluff Middle School. A com-
mitment of one school year is requested.  If you are interested, please contact  
carlos@hispanicoutreach.org or 651-380-6158. – Jane Baker 

mailto:carlos@hispanicoutreach.org


9 

 9 

Minnesota Annual Conference News 
 
 
 

 

 

Elected Leaders Fall Gathering 

On September 26, I was privileged to attend the conference fall gathering for 
elected leaders.  We received an update on the FACT report, which indicates a 
need for us as an annual conference to reclaim our Wesleyan evangelistic task to 
make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.  Our Minnesota Conference is         
declining at a rate much greater than other United Methodist conferences.  There is a lack of urgency on 
the part of both clergy and laity on this issue, which was the most critical finding of this study. 
 
Later in the day, we divided into four groups, which discussed leadership development, missional con-
gregations, missional urgency, and missional resources.  I participated in the group that discussed lead-
ership development.  We had great discussion on developing leaders among both clergy and laity.  We 
talked about helping clergy and laity discern their gifts and their calls.  The high cost of seminary is a 
concern; financial support is needed.  Pastors who have lost their passion and are ineffective must be 
able to exit gracefully, but this does not mean that their ministry is ended.  We ALL are ministers!  Laity, 
too, need to find their passion, and they need training, support, and development.  Evangelism is not 
just the job of our pastors; those of us in the pews are also responsible for evangelism. 
 
Our group decided the most important place to begin is by addressing these questions: 
 

 What type of leaders do we need? 
 What does it mean to be a United Methodist leader? 
 How do we train leaders when we as a church are not aligned? 

 
Some of our suggestions included the following: 
 

 Find our passion and share it! 
 Celebrate our ministries!  Share success stories! 
 Older members should share their energy and passion with those who are younger, and vice versa.  

We need more intergenerational ministries. 
 Shape and form new members as United Methodists. 
 Embrace our differences! 
 Be willing to try new things; be open to failure. 
 Find a balance between the gifts of those in our congregations and the needs of our churches. 

 
The word heard most often in our large and small group discussions was passion.  ARE YOU PASSION-
ATE ABOUT THE CHURCH—OUR LOCAL CHURCH AND THE UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH IN GENERAL?  If you have lost your passion, what 
will it take to recapture that passion?   
 
A strategic plan will be created by the conference Journey Toward Vitality 
Team.  Watch for more information in the future. 
 
--Jane Stone, District Lay Leader 
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Lead Pastor 
Rev. Clay Oglesbee 

Email:  redwingrev@gmail.com 
Cell:  507-251-9283  

 

Pastor of Children and Family Ministries 
Pastor Pam Armstrong 

Email:  pastorpamfumcrw@gmail.com   
Cell:  651-983-0676  

 

Administrative Assistant 
Cindy Johnston 

Email:  methodistadmin@msn.com 
 

Music Director 
Kim Cory 

Email:  snkcory@gmail.com 
 

Office Phone 
651-388-3262 

 
Church Office Hours 

Monday – Friday  11:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 
 

General Church Email 
redwingmethodist@msn.com 

 

Church Website 
www.redwingmethodist.org 

 

Sunday Worship           9:30 a.m. 

Fellowship         10:30 a.m. 

Groups and Classes  10:40 a.m. 
  For All Ages 

 

Community Meals in November 
 

Sundays November 13, 20, & 27 

Served at 5:00 p.m. 
 

Thanksgiving Day Meal 

Served 11:30 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 
 

mailto:redwingrev@gmail.com
mailto:methodistadmin@msn.com
mailto:snkcory@gmail.com
mailto:redwingmethodist@msn.com

