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The First Word
January 2017
First United Methodist Church ~ 403 East Ave. Red Wing, MN 55066

Our Vision: Connect to God, Grow in Love, Serve in the World

“Prefer the common good to your personal advantage.”
--Augustine, 4th Century Bishop and Theologian

New Ministry Launches on January 8

Talking with the Neighbors…about Hard Questions
One of the new features of our new year together, will be a lay-led adult forum on most Sundays to
which you can invite your neighbors—for high quality, guided conversations about public matters of
ethics and policy. No matter how you voted in the most recent national and state elections, you very
likely feel a deep sense of responsibility as a Christian and citizen for understanding and addressing
the controversies surround climate-change concerns.
During January, we will be hosting our first four-week series of adult forums on Sunday mornings after
worship. This one will explore Climate Change through the lenses of science, ethics, legislation and
business/jobs. What should the dynamic balance be between a vital economy and a planet with livable climate, diverse species and plants, clean water, air, wilderness, and natural heritage for human life
for many generations to come? Please join us for coffee, treats and helpful conversation together in the
Friendship Hall (upstairs from the sanctuary). Our first conversation will begin at 10:40 a.m. on Sunday, January 8. Our first presenter will be a retired Boy Scout Executive and United Methodist brother,
Alan Anderson, who will speak on climate science. In following weeks, we will hear from former legislator, Matt Schmit, and Bruce Ause, a volunteer naturalist in the Red Wing area. We tried to get Jason
Lewis, too, our new congressman, but we haven’t had a response from his office yet. (See Pastor Clay’s
column for further information.)

“Teach Me to Pray”:

A Half-Day Retreat for Prayer and Scripture, January 14
If you’ve been looking for a way to strengthen your spiritual passion, prayer, Scripture
study, and daily practice of faith, Pastor Clay Oglesbee will lead a half-day retreat on
prayer methods on Saturday, January 14, 9 a.m. to Noon at the church. Anyone can
participate in the group, and please invite friends or neighbors to join us. We will teach
several simple, effective and heart-and-soul -stirring approaches to prayer and Scripture study, which
may help you to go deeper into your relationship with God, Christ and Spirit than you’ve been before.
You may register in the office or simply come to a meeting. We assume a beginner’s level knowledge of
prayer and the Bible to start so don’t be shy about coming.

1

2

January 2017 Worship: On Jesus’ Way
The texts marked in bold are key for each Sunday.

Sunday, January 1—New Year’s Day, Wesleyan Covenant Renewal, Communion
Sermon Title: A New Life of Love
Texts: Colossians 3:1-17
Preaching: Pastor Clay Oglesbee

Sunday, January 8— Baptism of the Lord
Sermon Title: Ambush Baptism
Texts: Mark 1:4-11
Preaching: Pastor Clay Oglesbee

Sunday, January 15— Martin Luther King, Junior Observance
Sermon: TBD
Texts: 2 Samuel 11:26-12:15, John 2:1-12, Mark 1:21-28
Preaching: Pastor Pam Armstrong

Sunday, January 22
Sermon: Union with God and Neighbor
Texts: Jeremiah 31:31-34, Mark 4:1-34
Preaching: Pastor Clay Oglesbee

Sunday, January 29
Sermon: Jesus and the Multitudes
Texts: Ezekiel 34:1-31, Luke 5:17-31, 18:15-19:9
Preaching: Pastor Pam Armstrong
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Welcome to New Members’ Received
Affirmation of Discipleship in the United Methodist Church
Pastor: Will you promise to be loyal to the United Methodist Church and uphold it by these six spiritual
practices, represented by the quadrants and points of your crosses? (New Members: I will by God’s grace.)







By loving God and neighbor
By praying daily and studying the Scriptures
By worshipping weekly and by regular Communion
By giving generously for ministry and mission
By serving God and neighbor
By witnessing to God’s grace in Jesus Christ
New Members

Confirmands

Melissa (Missy) and Crystal Henderson
Dianne (Stiffler) and Ralph Korfhage
Erica and Michael Malles
Lori (Bach) Mountin
John and Barbara Norquist
Katie Peterson and Toby Reeck
Terry Zielinski (spouse of Rev. Kathleen Zielinski)

Cole Kurtis Krie
Abrianna Cyann Ingram
Justine Jasmine Swenning
Joshua Thomas Rikli
Noah Lee Schutz
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Just One More Thing… A note from Pastor Clay Oglesbee
Why Discuss Hard Questions in a Divided Nation?
As you may know, on January 8, our congregation will begin offering a series of
adult forums, organized by our new adult forum/discipleship team. They will often focus on challenging ethical, moral and policy decisions weighing on our collective minds, faiths and consciences. We launch this at a time when it has become difficult to sustain rational and civil discourse about “hard questions.” Our
reasoning for initiating it is that churches are among the few places in our national life where the right and responsibility for study of issues and ethical assessments ought to be made.
In the December 7 issue of The Christian Century, the editors wrote about this kind of study and discussion together, “…Explanations for the election results are less relevant now than the strategies for moving
forward with wisdom and courage. In this polarized nation, churches are one of the few places where…
voters not only inhabit the same space, but have reason to communicate with one another. They sing in
choir together, serve on committees together, feed the hungry together, and take communion together.
Congregations are also places where people have a divine mandate to take each other seriously enough to
argue about things that matter.
With the election itself over, congregations are in a position to launch conversations on issues—on how to
make health care affordable, create a fair immigration system, understand Islam, or protect voting rights,
for example….They can do something to foster respect for one another’s stories and skills in civil conversation—thing the nation sorely needs.
We are under no illusion that such conversations invariably change minds, lead to compromise, or resolve
political gridlock. These conversations will make some differences all the starker, (In) times of upheaval,
Jesus calls his followers…to testify to the kingdom of God.”
Sisters and Brothers, our series of “Talking with the Neighbors” forums will be our opportunity to risk
honest, courageous and humble listening and speaking on so many things that matter about the ways
we express our faith. We invite you to be present and participate. We would appreciate hearing your
ideas for other forums in the future. The initial plans are as follows:
January—Climate Change
February—Social Ministries of Mercy and Justice
March—Gender-and-Sexuality in Our Society
April—Expressions of Prayer and Spirituality
May—To be determined
June—Reading a selected novel together

Pledge Update - We have received 89 pledge cards with a pledged amount of $177,365 for 2017.
If you haven’t turned your card in yet, please do so as soon as possible. Thank you to those that have
turned in your cards.
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When Pastor Pam Thinks Out Loud…
“I hope that in this year to come, you make mistakes. Because if you are making mistakes, then
you are making new things, trying new things, learning, living, pushing yourself, changing
yourself, changing your world. You're doing things you've never done before, and more
importantly, you're doing something.” ~ Neil Gaiman
A fresh new year sometimes feels like a fresh new snow. It is sparkling and so pristine! I
sometimes want to put a fence around my yard full of winter’s magic so that no footsteps,
mud, leaves or disturbance mars its perfection. A new year feels the same. I want to
preserve it from poor choices (my own and others!) from hardship and loss and from all the messy stuff of life. I
want it to remain perfect. But, that is not how creation works. Creation often springs from messy blunders,
happy accidents, interruptions and disturbances of all sorts. Perhaps it’s best then to begin the year by giving
ourselves permission to make mistakes, make a mess of things, take a chance…make miracles. If we look
carefully at nature, there are no straight lines, perfect circles or uniformity. Perhaps God’s idea of perfection is
very different than Webster’s: “the condition, state, or quality of being free or as free as possible from all flaws or
defects.” Perhaps God finds beauty, purpose and worth in all that is done to glorify and share our Creator. In
the year ahead, we have such marvelous ministry to do! Some will be old and familiar and wonderful. Some
will be new and adventurous and brimming with successes and…yep…messes. Perhaps, it will look a bit like my
winter yard after the children have been out to play…lopsided snowmen and snowwomen...trails of little boot
prints interrupted by an impromptu snow angels…forts made of snow/dirt bricks…trails of sled treads. All of it
equals perfection in this mother’s heart.


Pastor Pam will be in Colorado January 5th – 9th.

What’s the News with Children, Youth and Family Ministries?
Sunday School Pre-school ~ 4th Grade: Sundays 10:30-11:30 a.m.
Sunday School soars back into action on January 8th, 2017 as we begin a Star Wars theme!
Your kids will want to join the Force!!

Youth! Middle School and High School Wednesday Nights!
The Youth Group is on the Road! We are starting the New Year by hitting the road again! We
are studying, We Make the Road by Walking, youth style! We are going to try the Senior
High overnight again! I am looking at Thursday, January 19th 7 p.m. – 9 a.m. (Red Wing,
Ellsworth and Goodhue all have Friday off for semester’s end.) Friends are invited! RSVP by January 11th. I
need to plan numbers!

Church Family Fun Event!! Game Day and Potluck!
January 29th from 11:30 a.m.-3:00 p.m.
The beauty of a church is that we can create community for one another. We are an
intergenerational, supportive, extended family! Let’s spend some time together! Each
month there will be an event which lends itself to intergenerational interaction. This month,
on January 29th from 11:30 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. we will have a potluck and game day!
Because this is an intergenerational event, we are asking that you bring games to teach and
share. If you are older, our younger kids may never have learned your childhood games. If you are younger,
our older “kids” may not know some of your favorite games, like Wii or X Box! Please join in the fun!!
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Outreach and Missions
FOOD SHELF
Thank you for your gifts to the RED WING FOOD SHELF! Please continue to support this need by
putting a nonperishable food item--such as canned vegetables, pasta, or cereal—in the collection box in
the foyer, or a check designated for the Food Shelf in the offering plate. Every gift is appreciated!

ECONO RECEIPTS
Please continue to put your Econo receipts in the box in Hamline Foyer. Receipts from 2015, 2016, and
2017 are accepted. In December we turned in $150,000 worth of receipts and are awaiting our $1,000
check. Thank you to everyone who submitted receipts!

GriefShare
GriefShare is a nondenominational seminar/grief support group that will meet at First Covenant Church in Red
Wing beginning on Monday, January 9th. It is facilitated by leaders who have lost loved ones of their own. For
more information call Tina at 651-301-1548 or Suzy at 651-388-6831 (cell 507-398-3729). www.griefshare.org

Handcraft Sale Recap
This was the third Annual sale for the group. The sale raised $1,573.
Handcraft making is a year-long process for the 13 members of the handcraft
group. In addition to these 13, several others from the congregation made and
donated items. New this year was a silent auction on a quilt won by Brenda
Blair. Items sold included embroidered dish towels, birch snowmen, lip balm
and hand cream, scrubbies, candles, and of course some Christmas items.
Our youth had made cookies and had them for sale during the craft sale hours. Check with a youth or
Pastor Pam on the amount they raised.
Craft sale money of $1,000 was donated to the Mondema Water Project in Sierra Leone with Bruce Blair
in charge. The craft group thanks all who purchased or donated items for the sale. - Mardell Bartlett

Boxtops and Labels for Education
We continue to collect these items for McCurdy School in Espanola, NM. The school
is working hard to collect enough Labels for Education (over 1 million needed) to be
able to purchase another van for school use. This goal needs to be achieved by the
end of the 2016-17 school year as the Campbell Company is phasing out this program. Some of you have already asked why some Campbell items have no coupon on the label?
The Boxtops for Education continues and McCurdy will be starting a new collection of Tyson products.
No specific information is available at this time. Thank you for your past collection and please continue
to collect and place labels in the McCurdy Box on the Connection Center in the Hamline Commons.
These labels extend McCurdy's limited budget. - Mardell Bartlett
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Prayer and Care
Our church has two groups that respond to prayer requests. The prayer chain
is a group of “prayer warriors” who receive requests by telephone or email and pray
daily for at least two weeks for the concern; the Prayer and Care Ministry Team
meets twice a month to share concerns and lift them up in prayer. Prayer requests
can be made by filling out the yellow prayer cards in the pews during a worship service or contacting the pastors, church office (388-3262), or Jane Baker (388-9127).
All concerns are kept confidential unless permission is given to put them in the bulletin or on the Prayer board.
The Prayer and Care Ministry Team organizes extended communion quarterly. If you
would like to receive communion in your home in March, or know of someone who
would like to, please contact a pastor or Jane Baker by March 1.
The Prayer and Care Ministry Team will meet Tuesdays, January 10 and 24, at 11
a.m. in the Friendship Room.

Lay Servant Ministries (LSM) Opportunities
The conference Lay Ministry Action Team (LMAT) is pleased to offer the following LSM opportunities:
January 26-27 Intercultural Competency Workshop at Grace UMC,
Burnsville


This two-day workshop is available free of charge--your apportionment dollars
at work! This is for anyone interested in becoming a more diverse
church. Advanced LSM credit will be given.
February 11 Ministry Discernment Retreat offered at Cross Winds
UMC (Maple Grove), Northfield UMC, and Stewartville UMC.


This one-day event introduces the options for certification in lay ministry. Explore your gifts and possible calling to serve in your congregation or beyond!
Registration is required at the Minnesota Annual Conference website, www.minnesotaumc.org. Please
contact me if you have questions.
--Jane Stone, LMAT Member & LSM Registrar

I want to thank Jane Stone for her visit and delicious banana bread. I also want to
thank my communion servers, Lou and Inez Chicquette. They are such a delightful
couple. I always look forward to their visit. ~ Luella Samsel
I want to thank the UMW Mission Team and all of you for awarding me the Special
Mission Recognition award and pin. It was such a surprise and an honor to be
chosen this year. I will try to live up to it! Also, I want to thank all of you for all the
things you volunteer for that help make my job at our church such a pleasure. I couldn’t do it without
all of your help. From putting together the mailings to helping with the worship services and other
things around here. You are all a blessing to me! - Cindy Johnston
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Women’s Ministry
Congratulations to Cindy Johnston who received the UMW Special
Mission Recognition award and pin for 2015. We appreciate her outstanding service to the UMW and our church!
Thanks to everyone who helped with and/or purchased goods at
our 2016 Cookie Walk. Our profit was more than $1,100. Funds raised
will go to our church needs and local and global missions.
All women are invited to UMW circle and Mission Team meetings. The schedule for January is as follows:


Eve Circle—Monday, January 9, 9:30 am



Ruth Circle—Tuesday, January 10, 1 pm



Women United in Faith, Thursday, January 12, 5:30 pm



Mission Team—Wednesday, January 25, 2 pm

Get more information about UMW from local president Jane Baker (388-9127, janekbaker@yahoo.com) or
online at www.unitedmethodistwomen.org
The Funeral Committee for January is: Jane Baker, Melissa Brueschke, Patti DeLeon, Melinda Brueschke,
Kay Kuhlmann, Lois Marschall, Jeanette Stroupe, Arlie Thies, Darlene Warwick, and Joy Youmans.
********************
Hello Ladies,
As the saying goes, change is good for us. I appreciate how you all have been willing to change the day/time of the
evening groups as my job change/life has been giving me obstacles. This is the plan for 2017 that I feel will best
fit being consistent.
The 2nd Thursday of every month at 5:30pm in the library at 1st United Methodist church. The schedule will be:


January 12



February 9



March 9



April 13



May 11



etc.....

As usual there is NO PREP needed for this group. We will have a TEDtalk and discussion based on scripture about
issues that affect women. Please join us when able.
In Christ's grace,
Judy Plein
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Connect to God, Grow in Love, Serve in the World
CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

Lead Pastor
Rev. Clay Oglesbee
Email: redwingrev@gmail.com
Cell: 507-251-9283
Pastor of Children and Family Ministries
Pastor Pam Armstrong
Email: pastorpamfumcrw@gmail.com
Cell: 651-983-0676
Administrative Assistant
Cindy Johnston
Email: methodistadmin@msn.com

Sunday Worship

9:30 a.m.

Fellowship

10:30 a.m.

Groups and Classes
For All Ages

10:40 a.m.

Music Director
Kim Cory
Email: snkcory@gmail.com
Office Phone
651-388-3262

Community Meals in January

Church Office Hours
Monday – Friday 11:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.

Sundays January 8, 15, and 22

General Church Email
redwingmethodist@msn.com

Served at 5:00 p.m.

Church Website
www.redwingmethodist.org
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