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“Where tradition and relevance meet” 
November 2021 A Hearing Friendly Church - Try Our Looping  

First United Methodist Church ~ 403 East Ave.  Red Wing, MN 55066 

 

 

  

 

Hey Church and friends,  

 

The autumn weather is bringing the reality of our seasonal changes. The power of change means we contin-

ue the journey with ramping up to new seasons of ministry! We are grounding ourselves in our mission and 

vision of our coming year and using our vitality map to guide us. (If you need one, please contact the office 

and we will send it to you). 

We started our confirmation for youth, Sunday School for kiddos, and chair yoga for all on the 2nd and 4th 

Sundays per month. We are excited our zoom book study and small group gathering on Saturday morning! 

We invite people to join these ways to grow spiritually and fulfill our visions for the congregation in this com-

munity. Our yearly ministries have started up with circles meeting and handcrafters, too. Join in where you 

are led, prayers for our fellowship and friendship to build and spiritual times of creativity at First UMC. Our 

bell ringers are meeting on Tuesday evenings. We have prayer team that meets on Wednesday’s and email 

prayer team. 

Our nominations will be working – are there areas you would like to serve in our movement forward, living 

into where tradition and relevance meet. . . Let me know.  

In our recent series relating our lives to the power of healing, we hope that people have a chance to consider 

ways you may carry things that need God’s healing and transformation in us! I keep thinking about the exe-

getical ways we examine the scripture and how I “see” things reminding me of it throughout the weeks after 

those sermons. Today, in my Richard Rohr daily meditation it said: “Human beings have a natural inclination 

to love God, due to the correspondence between divine goodness and human souls, which bear some kind 

of divine imprint or spark (remember God’s imprint is a part of each of us from a sermon earlier October) . . . 

we are looking for the ‘mountain top’ of the soul, the utmost summit where self ends and God begins, a no-

place which is yet a place, a dwelling place that can only be reached by an all-transforming movement of 

love.” (King, 162-163, quoting Francis de Sales, Treaties of the Love of God, 1.18.) May we continue to grow 

in loving God and love our neighbors! 

I am happy to come visit you, please reach out to me at 612-978-2917 or pastorlindamc@gmail.com 

 

mailto:pastorlindamc@gmail.com
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What’s Next in the Post-Quarantine Church (Thom S. Rainer) 

While we consider the ways we’ll see change in the church of the future, we need to pause and actually think what 

will change. We need to allow people to grieve things won’t return to the way it was before and allow space for the 

grief and encourage healing. If we take our map (Journey Toward Vitality Map) we can see in the “rooted in Jesus” 

area to stand at Nostalgia Pond, looking at Fear Peak and pushing ourselves to seek Courageous Cove and Innova-

tion and Creativity Meadow. Stop, look at your map and contemplate where you are on the map emotionally and 

spiritually right now. 

Then, we need to determine new ways to live into ministry in the 21st Century along with changing and transform-

ing our church of the future. I found Rainer’s book helpful and wanted to share for you to ponder – and lean into 

the changes that are inevitable in this post-quarantine time, and we can continue to be relevant as a church in the 

Red Wing neighborhood and beyond! The important part – God is still God! 

Considering some chapters, we look at: Make Lasting Changes That Will Make A Difference 

Remind People of Their Biblical Hope 

Remember, Cultural Change Comes Last 

Visible Action Steps Are Essential 

Allies are Still Imperative 

Communication Must Increase Exponentially 

Leaders Must Be Willing to Accept Membership Losses 

Leaders Must Align with the Future 

 

Think about how receptive to change this church was during the quarantine, and note the lessons we can learn 

from that period. 

Think about where some of the most beneficial change has already taken place in your church. 

Think about where your church may face some of its greatest challenges in adapting and changing in the post-

quarantine era.  

And from Rainer’s concluding thoughts chapter – From challenges to opportunities:  

Here’s what’s not changing in the post-quarantine church.  

The Bible is still the Word of God. 

Christ is still the only way of salvation. 

Prayer is still vital. 

To make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. (UMC adaptation) 

No doubt we could expand the list.  

The God we serve is the same yesterday, today, and forever. (p. 101) 

 

Nine Key Changes for the Post-Quarantine Church (Rainer says this list is by no means exhaustive, however it is a 

starting point in the post-quarantine church.) 

1. Simplicity Will be Vitally Important 

2. Only Outwardly Focused Churches Will Survive 

3. Worship Service Gatherings Will Be Smaller 

4. “Multi” Will Multiple 
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5. Staff and Leadership Realignment Will Focus More on Digital Proficiency  

6. “Stragglers” Will Become a Subject of Outreach and Focus 

7. Digital Worship Services Will be Newly Purposed 

8. Ministry Training Will Change Dramatically 

9. Pastors Will Leave Their Positions for Second-Chair Roles (and church plants) 

 

The opportunities are endless for us to see and experience new ways to encourage living into God’s 

kin’dom here and now. The changes are big, and we encourage you to be grieve the ways it once was and 

open the hearts, minds and spirits to have the assurance that God is in the journey with us. Praying for our 

church, our current leaders, and our upcoming leaders – our calling is the same: Grow in love with God 

and neighbor, Reach new people, Heal a broken world!  

Our Church Council will dig deeper in the Post Quarantine Church book in upcoming months. How best do 

we prepare our church for the ever-changing world and leaning into the things we know. Hang-on-church! 

We are living into the where tradition and relevance meet. . . 

 

Book Study 

Dr. Ron Bell, pastor at Camphor UMC in St. Paul’s book: The Four Promises is our current book. While we 

take a reading week the final week of October tasting 3 other texts that help us consider healing from oth-

er author’s perspectives. (We hope to start our next book study in January or February.) Our goal is for 

each of us participating to reach into our history, recent and longer-ago, experiences and traumas to spark 

healing. “When we don’t address trauma or simply try to deny its existence, we are literally sculpting for 

ourselves a dysfunctional and toxic reality. It’s a toxicity that is both theoretical and literal. That unre-

solved trauma is present in our bodies. Therefore, how we choose to think about something and what we 

do with those thoughts regulates how we experience the world both tangibly and intangibly.” (p. 33)  

 

Small Group 

Our small group is currently meeting on Saturday mornings at 10am for 10 weeks. Dianne Korfhage is 

leading and facilitating the group. This is an opportunity for women to gather and talk through life, faith 

and our journeys. If you have questions, please contact Dianne directly. We are excited to have this minis-

try available again as we move into a different stage of the covid19 pandemic. 

 

Sunday School is good for kids to connect and grow spiritually. Super Hero times! 
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Confirmation is an opportunity for youth to grow in faith, live into the commitments their parents’ made 

for them in being baptized, and confirming the baptismal vows on their own accord. 

 

Chair yoga is an opportunity to continue fellowship with each other through a relaxing, restorative, and 

prepare for the week ahead.  

Red Wing Food Shelf – we continue to collect non-perishable food and financial support for RWFS.  

                      November—Works of Mercy—Project Mondema/Red Wing Food Shelf 

Our Blessing Box is on 4th Avenue – we welcome and encourage people to stop and drop off non-perishable 

foods, warm items as the weather gets cooler.  Recently on one of the pages related to our local food shelf 

and blessing boxes/food pantries around town was a great article related to consider when we donate.  

 

   So, I spent some time at a Food Bank today, and spoke to the people getting food. Here are some things  

    I learned from those in need: 

1. Everyone donates Kraft Mac and Cheese in the box. They can rarely use it because it needs milk and butter  

      which is hard to get from regular food banks. 

2. Boxed milk is a treasure, as kids need it for cereal which they also get a lot of. 

3. Everyone donates pasta sauce and spaghetti noodles. 

4. They cannot eat all the awesome canned veggies and soup unless you put a can opener in too or buy pop tops. 

5. Oil is a luxury but needed for rice a roni which they also get a lot of. 

6. Spices or salt and pepper would be a real Christmas gift. 

7. Tea bags and coffee make them feel like you care. 

8. Sugar and flour are treats. 

9. They fawn over fresh produce donated by farmers and grocery stores. 

10. Seeds are cool in spring and summer because growing can be easy for some. 

11. They rarely get fresh meat. 

12. Tuna and crackers make a good lunch. 

13. Hamburger Helper goes nowhere without ground beef. 

14. They get lots of peanut butter and jelly but usually no sandwich bread. 

15. Butter and margarine is nice too. 

16. Eggs are a commodity. 

17. Cake mix and frosting makes it possible to make a child’s birthday cake. 

18. Dishwashing detergent is very expensive and is always appreciated. 

19. Feminine hygiene products are a luxury and women will cry over that. 

20. Everyone loves Stove Top  Stuffing. 

 

 In all the years I have donated food at the holidays, I bought what I thought they wanted, but have never 

 asked.  I am glad I did. If you are helping a family this Christmas, maybe this can help you tailor it more.  

 (Reposted information.) 
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All-Saints Sunday will be celebrated on November 7. We will name our friends  

and families from the church that have died in the last year and ring the bell. We  

invite families of those that lost their loved ones to join us in worship at 9am.  

 

Stewardship is coming! Friends, watch for your letter related to the Stewardship 
Campaign 2022. We know our world, country, community, church are in times of change! We live for the 
aspirational hope of a post-pandemic future, living in our post-quarantine churches loving God and neigh-
bors. We would cease to exist without your support and planning for our future. We ask you to pray for our 
campaign and watch for your letter and estimate of giving card. It is how we plan our budget for the com-
ing year. Consecration Sunday is November 21, 2021. 

Hey! Wear a bracelet as a reminder!       

Can we believe we are working on our changing the world with 21-days (consecutive) of a complaint free 

world? It isn’t just trying for 21-days, but rather doing 21-days and building a new habit. The positivity that 

expands in our church will be a buoy in the community working to be positive, not complaining rather en-

couraging each other. Habits are hard to break, but Rev. Bowen’s great tools can help us! Ten million peo-

ple have been through this life-changing program. 

 We have purple bracelets that will give you accountability to wear, and switch from one wrist to the other 

when you verbalize a complaint. We’ve got tools for you and will put on our site and in the foyer! When the 

spirit of complaint starts to stir, rather than heading down that avenue change it to “what’d going well with 

(whatever their complaining about)?  

We’ll join Rev. Kimberly Pope-Seiberling, Immanuel UMC, Lima, Ohio. She is a leader on church change. 

United Methodist Church can be the leader in cultural shifts and changes.  

Save the Dates 

Advent! November 28, December 5, 12, 19 and Christmas Eve 24. And Christmas worship on Sunday, De-

cember 26. Our theme is: The Inn  

Big Turn Music Fest 2022 is in February 18, 19. (We will need some team captains.) 

 

Goodhue County Christmas Project           

Friends – we need some co-captains to lead our Christmas Project at First UMC Red 
Wing.  

Are you available and willing to lead the project? What does that entail? Gather items on 11/20.  

Get the lists, share the needs list, gather and organize gifts and find the good gift wrapper people. Find de-
livery people bringing the great holiday spirit and gifts to people’s homes. (It was fun last year!) Prayer peo-
ple to pray for our families and their needs for this holiday season. 

We have more details, so if you are interested in leading – please contact Pastor Linda or Jenn, our admin. 
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  UNITED METHODIST WOMEN 
 
 
 

 

   

  

All women are invited to our November meetings in the Friendship Room. Scarves, 
hats, and mittens of all sizes will be collected for the Christmas Project.  

Eve Circle—Monday, November 8—10 am 

Ruth Circle—Tuesday, November 9—1 pm 

Mission Team—as needed  

For more information about United Methodist Women, contact Jane Baker (388-
9127, janekbaker@yahoo.com). 

 

  Congratulations to Rosemary Alley and Judy Plein who were awarded Special 
Mission Recognition Awards from the United Methodist Women on October 3.  Each 
award recognizes outstanding service to the church and community and represents 
a $25 Gift to Mission in her honor.  Thanks to Rosemary and Judy for their service 
and leadership at First UMC.  

 

  The United Methodist Women provides reading material on topics of current inter-
est.  There is a UMW Resource bookshelf in the church library with several books, 
Prayer Calendars, program books, and Response magazines.  These items are 
available to anyone to take home, read, and return.   

 

  Do you need nuts—pecans, walnuts, almonds, or other types—for the holidays?  
Take advantage of UMW’s fundraiser that is detailed on another page. Last day to 
order is October 31.  Pick up will be November 20. 

   

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

mailto:janekbaker@yahoo.com
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Outreach Ministries 
 
     

CROP WALK 

Held on a beautiful fall weekend, this year’s Crop Walk provided an opportunity for 
people to walk and pray in support of local and global hunger relief efforts. Totals for 
the First UMC and the Red Wing contributions are not yet available.  Of that total, 
25% will be given to the Red Wing Food Shelf.  THANK YOU to everyone who walked 
and/or made donations. 

 

PRAYER OPPORTUNITIES 

Our church has two groups that respond to prayer requests. The prayer chain is 
a group of “pray-ers” who receive requests by telephone or email and pray daily for at 
least two weeks for the concern; the Prayer and Care Ministry Team meets twice a 
month to share concerns and lift them up in prayer. Prayer requests can be made by 
contacting the pastor, church office (388-3262), or Jane Baker (388-9127). All con-
cerns are kept confidential unless permission is given to put it on the Prayerboard. 
The Prayer and Care Ministry team will meet Wednesdays, November 10 and 24, at 
10 am (note change in time), in the Friendship Room with masks and social distanc-
ing.  Everyone is welcome!   

 

 

FOOD SHELF 

Winter is coming!!  ‘Tis the season that the RED WING FOOD SHELF needs food 
supplies for hungry people.  Please put a nonperishable food item--such as peanut 
butter, macaroni and cheese, or cereal—in the collection box in the foyer, or a check 
designated for the Food Shelf in the offering plate. Every gift is appreciated! 

 

 

FAMILY FARE RECEIPTS 

Please continue to save your receipts and deposit them in the box in the foyer.  We 
have $30,000 toward the total of $150,000 for which the SpartanNash Company will 
give us $1000. Receipts from all Family Fare locations are accepted as well as those 
from Family Fresh and Econo.  Receipts from 2020 and 2021 are currently accepted.  
Receipts from 2022 will be accepted after January 1. 
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Outreach Ministries          

 
 
 
MISSION MARKET 
 

The 2021 Mission Market (MM) ended Oct 10th. There were still a few fresh items available along 
with eggs but most things were ornamental. Orange & white pumpkins,  gourds, & ornamental corn. 
Also in good supply were many varieties  of squash. Both squash & pumpkins were late maturing this 
yr.  
Many thanks to the following produce suppliers: 
        Brenda & Bruce Blair, B Duerkop, Doug Sjostrom, Dianne & Ralph Korfhage, Erin Marcks,& also 
to Trisha Kosnopfal for setting up & taking down the table each Sun. 
Special thanks to all who chose produce & donated  which will be given to Goodhue Habitat for Hu-
manity. A total of $ 835.05   was donated. Habitat is  currently finishing 2 homes in Red Wing. 
 
 
 
 

HANDCRAFTERS 
 
The October meeting of handcrafters was Oct 14th with 8 members present. A couple of regulars were trav-
eling & 1 was at a funeral. We were surprised by Katie Bystrom & Judy Plein who brought in a big box & plas-
tic tub filled with yarn of most of the colors of the rainbow. The giver is anonymous & they found them in a 
supply room at church. Most of the yarn is worsted weight ( 4/5 size ). If any congregation members  are 
knitters & would like some of this yarn contact Mardell Bartlett at 258-4434 or on Sun at church. THANK 
YOU  Katie & Judy. 
We will also have cookbooks available for $15 in the next month. They are spiral bound & wipe off easi-
ly. They make great gifts 
The next meeting will be Nov 11th in the Friendship Room at 10AM. Hosting will be Rosemary Alley. 
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Caring Ministries Report  - From Jane Stone, Care Coordinator 

 

 

November, 2021 

 

WE GATHER TOGETHER…That was the title of a webinar I participated in a few months ago.  

Throughout the webinar, I found myself humming the hymn “We Gather Together”.  About 

halfway through the webinar, another participant posted this note in the chat area: “Is any-

one else singing or humming ‘We Gather Together’?”  Many of us replied that we, too, 

were humming or singing this song as presenters told us ways our churches can safely gath-

er together as the Covid pandemic continues. 

Why do we gather together?  John Wesley, the founder of Methodism, believed that we 

could not be Christians on our own.  We need the fellowship of others.  He said we need to 

be involved in “social holiness”.  Some think this means “social justice”, but that is not what 

he meant.  Wesley believed we could only grow as Christians if we gathered in community 

with others.  In his preface to the 1739 hymnal, he insisted that “the gospel of Christ knows 

of no religion but social; no holiness but social holiness.”  (umc.org)   

We are social creatures!  We are all praying that families and friends can gather together 

this year for Thanksgiving, which will be a wonderful blessing after the Zoom gatherings or 

lack of gatherings for Thanksgiving in 2020.  May our Thanksgiving gatherings this year offer 

“social holiness”—gatherings of a few or many to celebrate fellowship with one another.  

We give thanks for food, faith, family and friends.  HAPPY THANKSGIVING! 
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November Birthdays     
   1 Bruce Duerkop, John Norquist      
   5 Marcus Gardzinski, Ray Meyer 
  10 Dawn Munson, Anne Nsumbu 
  15 Tom Rikli 
  17 George Lenertz 
 19    Sue Nelson    
 20 Linda Hanisch, Edith Tefft 
 21 Cedric Kosnopfal    
 22 Joyce Johnson 
 23 Phyl Hendrickson                 
 24 Gayle Boldt, Clare Larkin 
 25 Karisa Cody, Bill Lanigan, Nolan Peters, Jane Stone 
 26 Lola Dopkins, Gary Fridell 
 27 Linda Eckstrom, Paul Karlen 
 29 Christie Brown 

  
 

November Calendar 
 
Office is open Tuesday & Thursday from 9:00 a.m.—3:00 p.m.— 
All Sundays at 9:00—Worship In Sanctuary, Worship Online on Facebook or through PhoneLive. 

 Bells meet each Tuesday at 5pm 
 
 Monday November  8—10am Eve Circle 
                                                             
 Tuesday November 9—1pm Ruth Circle  
                                                            
 Wednesday November 10—10am Prayer and Care  
                                                             6:30pm  Council Meets              
                
 Thursday  November 11 —10am Handcrafter’s 
                                                            
  Tuesday  November 16 — 6:30pm Welcoming Committee  
         
 Wednesday  November 17—  6:30pm  Trustees 
                                                                 NEWSLETTER DEADLINE 
 
 Wednesday  November 24 —  9am Breakfast Group 
                                                                 10am  Prayer and Care 
                                                                 6:30 Finance 
 
 Thursday November 25            Thanksgiving Day—Office Closed  
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+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++  

Would you like to join us for Church Service on Sunday  
Mornings at 9am. but you don’t have a ride?  There are services 
Available. 
Call:    Dial-A-Ride    866-623-7505  $1.25 one way 
             www.threeriverscap.org/Request-A-Ride 
                         or HART@threeriverscap.org 

_______________________________________________________________ 
 

Worship by Telephone  

 You will hear the announcements, music, scripture,  sermon, children's time-- everything 

others are hearing on Sunday morning.    Call the toll-free number, 1-844-570-5433.  If you 

miss the service at 9:30 Sunday morning, you can call in later--at any time before the next 

worship service--to hear the Sunday service.  There might be other special announce-

ments or programs at other times.  If you have questions or desire more information, 

please call Bob Stone. 

 

 

 


