The First Word
March 2020 A Hearing Friendly Church - Try Our Looping
First United Methodist Church ~ 403 East Ave. Red Wing, MN 55066
Our Vision: We are people who have faith that God is on the Move!

OLD S

OLD SCHOOL GAME NIGHT

Cribbage, Uno, Checkers, Yahtzee, and any other board games or card games that
you love. Winter has gotten long and if you don’t want another Friday night at home,
come see old friends and meet new ones without breaking the bank on tickets or takeout.
Bring a game and a snack to share, we’ll have beverages and a warm room to play in.
Bring a friend or a neighbor along with you.
This event is for everyone at all ages and stages. Let’s have some fun!




When: Friday, March 13, 2020 – 6:30 PM
What: Old School Game Night
How: Just show up (with or without a game and a snack to share), or if you’ve got
questions contact Pastor Katie or Crystal Henderson
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March 2020 Worship
Along with other Methodists across the Dakotas
and Minnesota, we’ll be exploring the theme of
“Reckless Love,” this Lent. Lent is traditionally a
time of focused spiritual disciplines, a time for us
to be growing in holy love. This series will give us
spiritual practices that we can use to grow in love
of God, by growing in love for our neighbor. Our
own Melissa Ramberg is sharing one of her paintings as a visual for our series.
Our special Work of Mercy offering for the month of March is the Red Wing Food Shelf through the
Minnesota Foodshare Month.
As always, gifts for our monthly “work of mercy,” can be placed in the offering plate or in the church
office. Please mark the outside of your envelope or the memo line of your check with “Work of MercyFood Shelf.”

Theme

Scripture

Music

March 1

Begin With Love

Mark 12:28-34;
Deut. 6:4; Lev 19:18

Kim Cory

March 8

Expand The Circle

Matthew 5:27-32

Mikkel Gardner and Erin Marcks

March 15

Lavish Love

Luke 6:27-36;
Psalm 103:1-8;
1 Peter 4:8

Kim Cory

March 22

Openhearted Love

John 4:1-42

Mikkel Gardner and Erin Marcks

March 29

Value The Vulnerable:
UMW Sunday

Luke 15:1-7

Kim Cory

Consider a commitment to pray this prayer for our church and community once each day
in 2020.
Loving God,
We yearn for you with all of our hearts. We hunger for more of your spirit-vision for
our church and the well-being of the Red Wing community. You love us, you hear us,
you have amazing plans for us. Show us where you are and give us courage to keep
moving toward you and our neighbor with hope, love, and boldness. In Jesus' name.
Amen
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Caring Ministries Report - From Jane Stone, Care Coordinator
Lent is just around the corner. The English word “lent” comes from a Dutch word that refers to the
season of spring. February 26 is Ash Wednesday, the first of the 40 days of Lent, which continue until
Easter. Sundays do not count.
People often give up something for Lent. It might be food—meat, sugar, coffee—or, in recent years,
social media. I have in the past given up sweet drinks (pop), but I’m not on social media (Facebook,
etc.), so that’s not an option for me. Sometimes the goal is to add something instead of deleting something from my life. One year I decided to send thank-you notes to 40 people to thank them for the little
things for which I appreciate them. I actually sent 50 or so, and positive comments were received.
As I thought about my Lenten goals for this year, I checked out ideas on the internet. The idea that
caught my attention was to “declutter as part of your Lenten spiritual practice.” I already had a goal of
decluttering the guest rooms in our home before my sister and niece arrive May first from Montana.
This is the PERFECT Lenten goal for me! The article suggested these ideas:
1. Toss out one item every day for 40 days. This is something small that will result in something big
by the end of 40 days. Set an alarm for a certain time each day if that will be helpful.
2. Discard 40 bags in 40 days. This might be 40 bags of paper to recycle or 40 bags of clothes or
household items to donate. There will be a noticeable difference at the end of 40 days!
3. Clean out one area every day. Think about areas in your home that need decluttering and tackle
one of them each day. It may be as small as a junk drawer or the medicine cabinet. At the end of 40
days significant progress will be made!
Don’t forget that the purpose of Lent is to give up the things that keep you from God. Decluttering
can help you release clutter and focus on your relationship with God. So…this is not just about giving up
something; it’s also about connecting with God. Here are some suggestions:
1. Use cleaning time to pray. As you sort and clean, say a prayer. It may be, “God, I’m making more
room for you” or “God, may these items I no longer need be useful to someone else.”
2. Don’t forget the non-tangibles. Even if your home looks like something out of Better Homes and
Gardens (mine DOES NOT!), there may be areas of your life that need another look. Is your social
calendar so busy that there’s no time for God? Do you need to declutter your finances in order to give
more to the church or your favorite charities?
3. Set aside time for God. Whether or not you give up something or add something for Lent, plan to
spend some time in prayer and silence this season. Read a daily devotional (The Upper Room is
available at church and online) or set aside a certain time of day for prayer. Remember Psalm 46:10,
“Be still and know that I am God!”

3

4

Outreach Ministries
FOOD SHELF
Thank you for your gifts to the RED WING FOOD SHELF! Please continue to support this need by putting a nonperishable food item--such as
peanut butter, macaroni and cheese, or canned fruit—in the collection
box in the foyer, or a check designated for the Food Shelf in the offering
plate. Every gift is appreciated! This is our March Work of Mercy.

FAMILY FARE RECEIPTS
Please continue to put your Family Fare receipts in the box in Hamline Foyer. Receipts
from 2018, 2019, and 2020 are accepted. Thank you to everyone who turns in receipts!

Handcrafter’s March Meeting
The March Handcrafter’s meeting will be March 12th at 10 AM. Please bring one or two favorite
recipes for the letter “C” —cookies, cake, casseroles. Please make sure your name is on the recipe. If
you have a short explanation about the recipe-where it came from, family Gramma or Aunt Sue
favorite, from a magazine, or other please add to the recipe.
At the February meeting Marne Kenitz began teaching an origami favorite she has made
for the November craft sale, a covered box, but participants were unable to finish their
boxes so that will continue at the March meeting. If you are not into folding paper, just
bring another craft to work on or sit and talk with others not folding. ~ Mardell Bartlett

Finance Report This Year Compared to Last Year
January 31, 2020

January 31, 2019

General Fund Income Total

$33,985.00

$27,831.00

General Fund Expenses Total

$19,940.00

$22,551.00

For a complete list of income and expenses, it is posted every month on the kiosk
in the Hamline Foyer. If you have any questions, you are always welcome to ask
Cindy in the office or anyone on the Finance Committee.
The members are: Chair Jacki Henderson, Lay Leader Melinda Brueschke, SPRC Chair Terry Zielinski,
Treasurer Paul Karlen, Lay Member to Annual Conference Don Featherstone, Council Chair Judy Plein,
Trustee Chair Bob Stone, Financial Secretary Cindy Johnston and Previous Chair Guy DeLeon.
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Women’s Ministry
All women are invited to UMW Circle and Mission Team meetings. All meetings are
in the Friendship Room of the church unless otherwise noted. The schedule for
March is as follows:





Eve Circle—Monday, March 9, 9:30 am
Ruth Circle—Tuesday, March 10, 1 pm
Mission Team-- Wednesday, March 25, 2 pm, kitchen cleaning @ 1pm
UMW Sunday—March 29

Our unit will host the River Valley District Spring Gathering on Saturday, April 25. The featured speaker
will be Erin Marcks who will discuss the Art and Soul program at the Goodhue County Adult Detention
Center. In addition, Brenda Blair will give an update on Project Mondema. Registration is $12 and
includes lunch. This is an opportunity to be inspired and to meet UMW sisters from other churches in
our district. Help will be needed with hosting and donating bars for lunch. For more information contact
Jane Baker.
For more information about UMW, contact president Jane Baker (388-9127, janekbaker@yahoo.com), or
look online at www.unitedmethodistwomen.org
The funeral committee for March is Kim Bluhm, Marci Fanslow, Margaret Foster, Lee Gernentz,
Vicky Koehn, Yvonne Lenertz, and Julie Motz.

PRAYER AND CARE MINISTRY TEAM
The Prayer and Care Ministry Team meet twice a month to share concerns and lift them in prayer.
Prayer requests can be made by filling out the yellow prayer cards in the pews during a worship service
or contacting the pastors, church office (388-3262), or Jane Baker (388-9127). All concerns are kept confidential unless permission is given to put them in the bulletin or on the Prayer Board. With permission,
prayer concerns are passed on to the email prayer chain for additional prayer.
The Prayer and Care Ministry Team will meet Wednesdays, March 11 and 25, at 11 am in the
Friendship Room.
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Cancer Care Ministry
Our cancer care ministry training has been completed. Six members attended the eight sessions
(covered in six meetings). These members have a variety of personal and professional experience that
made them outstanding contributors during the training sessions. Please plan to join us in worship on
Sunday, March 1 when these members will be commissioned as cancer care ministers.
Jane Baker
Kim Johnson
Dianne Korfhage
Sue Nelson
Kathleen Zielinski
Terry Zielinski
Although this training focused on ministering to cancer patients, this group wishes to minister to those
with other health concerns, as well. We look forward to meeting the spiritual care needs of those
congregational and community members who are experiencing health issues.
Another cancer care ministry training may be offered in the future if sufficient interest exists. Please
contact me if you are interested. ~ Jane Stone, Care Coordinator

Men’s Cooking Team
The Men’s Cooking Team is planning on having a monthly brunch after worship.
There will be a charge for the brunch to at least cover the cost.
We will have our second brunch on March 15th, which will be a joint effort with
the Welcoming Committee. This will be a St Patrick’s Brunch.
There has been some talk about having Green Eggs and Ham. Not sure about the
green eggs, but for sure we will have ham and eggs.
So we can have some idea how many to plan for, we ask that you call the church office or sign up in the
Connection Center. The cost of the meal will be $5.00 per person at the door. Children under age 12 are
free.
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God is on the Move - and So Are We!
A Hearing-Friendly Church - Try Our Looping

Interim Pastor
Pastor Katie Matson-Daley
Email: Katie.E.Matson@Gmail.com
Cell: 952-297-4691

Education and Neighbor Connections Coordinator
Crystal Henderson
Email: rwfumcyouth@gmail.com
Cell: 651-212-3963
Church Office Hours
Monday – Friday 11:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.

Administrative Assistant
Cindy Johnston
Email: methodistadmin@msn.com

General Church Email
redwingmethodist@msn.com

Music Director
Kim Cory
Email: snkcory@gmail.com

Church Website
www.redwingmethodist.com

Care and Senior Connections Coordinator
Jane Stone
Email: janestone1125@msn.com
Cell: 651-214-6470

Sunday Worship
Fellowship
Sunday school (Sept - May)
Adult Forums (Sept - May)

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

Office Phone
651-388-3262

9:30 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
10:40 a.m.
10:45 a.m.

Community Meals in March
Sundays March 8, 15, and 22
Served at 5:00 p.m.
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