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The First Word
March 2017
First United Methodist Church ~ 403 East Ave. Red Wing, MN 55066

Our Vision: Connect to God, Grow in Love, Serve in the World

Town Hall Comments and Feedback
On Sunday, February 12, about 45 of our church members met during
the adult forum hour for an open “town hall” style meeting regarding
our past six months of ministry, as well as what we anticipate for the
next six to eight months.

Increasing Vitality Measurements
Pastor Clay reported on a number of signs of increasing vitality in the congregation.
 Average worship attendance up by 15% compared to a year ago. We target increasing from an average of
109 up to 120-150 by the end of 2017.
 Proportion of worshippers to members increasing from 27% early in 2016 to about 34% at year’s end. We
target 40% or more by the end of 2017.
 Adult class participation shot up from 15 to 26, then to 75 over the last six months, due to new class offerings and adult forum.
 Prayer and visitation are increasing through the ministry of the Prayer and Care team with the pastors.
 We received a promised 50% increase in pledged giving for 2017.
 We have resumed full payment of our monthly denomination support, called the apportionment.
 We project increases in hands-on mission experiences and participants in 2017.
 We project going from one week of Vacation Bible School to several weeks of “camps” for children, teens
and youth this year.

Survey Responses

What might Excite God about our ministries and mission?
 More laughter, fun and humor x9
 Prayer for community x 7
 Group study and forums x7
 Worship that is engaging and fun, messages are relevant x8
 Outreaching love for all, welcoming all, beginning of inclusive spirit
 Church is alive again x6
 Summer meals for Red Wing children
What might Embarrass or frustrate God about our ministries and mission?








Wishing for greater participation, inactive or passive members x4
Encouraging more persons to give more deeply for mission and ministry
Lack of intergenerational connections x6
Not enough outreach yet, exclusive/fortress mentality x 3
Not accepting all, not struggling for equality and peace
Not enough spiritual outreach, witness or evangelism
(Continued on Page 15)
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Lenten Series: “On the Way to Jerusalem’s Cross…”
We continue Lent, a season of repentance and reconciliation with God and neighbor.
Our March Work of Mercy is for Minnesota FoodShare, providing food items and funds for foodshelves in our communities. The texts marked in bold are key for each Sunday.
Wednesday, March 1—Ash Wednesday—7 p.m.
Mid-week worship with repentance, ashes
Texts: Joel 2:1-2, 12-17; Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21, 1 Corinthians 13:9-13
Sunday, March 5—First Sunday in Lent
Sermon: A New Identity
Texts: Matthew 5:1-16
Guest Preaching: Reverend Kathleen Zielinski
Sacrament of Holy Communion, Work of Mercy Offering for Minnesota FoodShare
Sunday, March 12— Second Sunday of Lent
Sermon: A New Path to Aliveness
Texts: Matthew 5:17-48
Preaching: Bishop Bruce Ough, Minnesota and Dakotas Conferences
Sunday, March 19—Third Sunday of Lent
Sermon: Your Secret Life
Texts: Matthew 6:1-18
Preaching: Pastor Pam Armstrong
Sunday, March 26—Fourth Sunday in Lent
Sermon Title: Why We Worry, Why We Judge
Texts: Matthew 6:19-7:12
Preaching: Pastor Clay Oglesbee

Ecumenical Lenten Services in March and April
All congregants and participants are invited to share in ecumenical Lenten midweek services on
Wednesdays. There will be a rotation of worship services, starting at 5:00 p.m. at several of the
churches next to the park. Services will utilize the Holden Evening Prayer Service. Following worship, there will be a simple supper offered by the church host for each evening.
Date/Church Host

Preacher

March 8

United Lutheran

Heidi Bolt (1st Presbyterian) will preach

March 15

First Presbyterian

Clay Oglesbee will preach

March 22

St. Paul’s Lutheran

Tristan English (Christ Episcopal)

March 29

Christ Episcopal

Arte Sharot (1st Lutheran)

April 5

First United Methodist

Kristen Schlauderaff (St. Paul’s Lutheran)

St. Joseph Catholic Church will host the ecumenical Good Friday Service (at Noon) on April 14.
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Just One More Thing… A note from Pastor Clay Oglesbee
Dialogue on Gender Relationships and Morality
About a decade ago, Tony Campolo, author, humorist, professor, and some-time
“progressive Evangelical Christian,” published a book addressed to young
evangelicals. In the entire book, there was one chapter on the controversies
among Christians on inclusion of gay and lesbian persons. Campolo said then that
wherever he went to speak, he spent 80% of his time addressing the questions people have about that
single chapter in the whole book.
Since that time, of course, much has changed. While moral questions are still debated, same-gender
marriage has been legalized in the U.S., and several denominations have permitted local churches and
clergy to establish their own practice with regard to same-gender marriage. Ordination and leadership
participation is also changing. Many states and corporations have instituted protective policies and
legislation.
During March, all members and participants are invited to share in talking about the current
“chapter” of our own life together in Christ through Sunday morning dialogues on perspectives, ethics,
morality and values related to gay, lesbian, and transgender persons in society and in the life of
congregations. We are going to offer an open, respectful, civil and prayerful process of “holy
conversation,” as we consider, study and pray about these matters.
During March, each adult forum will begin on Sunday at 10:45 a.m. Light refreshments will be
available. The conversations are free and open to your invited guests. The schedule will be as follows.
March 5—Professor Charles Huff, Psychology Professor at St. Olaf College will speak on The Science of
Homosexual Identity.
March 12—Bishop Bruce Ough, Minnesota and Dakotas Conferences and Current Chair of the global
Council of Bishops will speak on Global United Methodism and GLBTQ or Homosexual Expressions.
March 19—To be determined. Pending.
March 26-- Dr. David E. Fredrickson, New Testament Professor, Luther Seminary.
A Scholar’s Perspective on Scripture and Same-Gender Oriented Sexuality
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When Pastor Pam Thinks Out Loud…
I kinda don't do guilt. I gave it up for Lent years ago. ~ Greg Boyle
The season of Lent feels different to each of us. For some it is a time of self-denial, an exercise in
self-discipline. For some it is a solemn season reflecting on the sacrifice of Christ and how our
personal sin weighed on His shoulders. For others it is a season to prioritize time for deeper
reflection, learning and spiritual growth. Perhaps for you, it is the drum roll, leading to the
Easter celebration. If you are like me, Lent has bits of all of these elements and more.
However you choose to “do Lent,” remember that God longs for time with you. Be driven by love, not guilt. If you
give up something, make it something that you can replace with something to offer God. For example, how much
screen time do you give to social media or games? Hmmm? I give way too much! So, this year I am limiting my
non-work related screen time to one half hour a day and giving the rest to time that is devoted to God: prayer,
inspirational reading, time spent with loved ones, time spent in service to others, creativity, exercise, SLEEP! It is
our Wesleyan heritage to be disciplined with our time. John Wesley accounted for every minute of his day making
sure to devote time to study, prayer and service. I will not be that detailed! But I hope to benefit, as he did, from
increased time with God!
What are you feeling called to do differently in the six seeks leading to Easter? Whatever it is, God bless you!!
The Sunday School families are cooking and serving the Community Meal on March 19thl!!
Pastor Pam is looking for some adults who will help plan and cook the meal. And we need lots of kids
to help serve and host it! Cooks should be there by 3:00 and everyone else by 4:00 p.m.
Wednesday Night Youth Lent Schedule
March 1st: 6-7 p.m. Attend 7 p.m. Ash Wednesday Service with families.
March 8-April 5: Come to community Meal and service, meet at First UMC from 6:30-7:30 p.m.
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Outreach and Missions
March Work of Mercy: RED WING FOOD SHELF
The Red Wing Food Shelf served more than 300 households in January. March is
Minnesota Food Share month during which food shelves state-wide work to
replenish their supplies. We can help! As you are able, please bring canned goods, flour, sugar, dry
cereals, and other nonperishables and put them in the labeled boxes at the church entrances. We will
get them to the Food Shelf. If you prefer to give cash, please make checks to the church designated for
the Food Shelf. The Food Shelf is able to buy 4 times more at the food bank than can be bought at local
grocery stores. If you cannot donate, please keep the work of the Food Shelf in your prayers. Thank you
for your generosity. If you have any questions, please contact Gene Foster (388-4459) or Jane Baker
(388-9127). ~ Jane Baker

ECONO RECEIPTS
Please continue to put your Econo receipts in the box in Hamline Foyer. We are working toward another goal
of $150,000 for which the store will give us $1,000. Receipts from 2015, 2016, and 2017 are accepted.

Labels for Education
The Campbell Soup company is phasing out their Labels for Education Program. Many of you have
already asked, “Why aren’t there labels on their soup cans?” Some other products still have the label and
we will collect them for McCurdy through the 2016-2017 school year. McCurdy is going to add a Tyson
credit of some kind but I have not yet gotten that information.
We continue to collect the Box Tops for Education which are on multiple products and McCurdy can turn
them in for 10 cents a label. Please continue to collect and place in the box on the collection center in the
Hamline Commons. ~ Mardell Bartlett

Faith In Action presents our Annual Sheldon Fundraiser Event
Featuring movie - Christmas With The Kranks
Tuesday, April 4 at the T. B. Sheldon Theatre
Hors D’Oeuvres/Refreshments beginning at 5:30 pm
Program and Movie from 7-9 pm
Tickets $20 – Available at FIA office, Partner churches, FIA Board Members, and At the Door
Give FIA a call at 651-327-2400 for more info, Tax deductible $10 donation from each ticket
Faith In Action is a 501 ( C )3 not-for-profit, public corporation
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Prayer and Care
DO YOU HAVE A PRAYER REQUEST? Perhaps you or a family member or a friend is
experiencing a physical or mental health concern. Perhaps someone you know is
facing a life-altering decision. Or, perhaps you know a family who has lost a loved one.
Maybe you have a joy to share! The power of prayer in all situations is unlimited.
Our church has two groups that respond to prayer requests. The prayer chain is a
group of “prayer warriors” who receive requests by telephone or email and pray daily
for at least two weeks for the concern; the Prayer and Care Ministry meets twice a
month on the second and fourth Tuesday at 11 a.m. Prayer requests can be made by
filling out the yellow prayer cards in the pews during a worship service or contacting a
pastor, church office (388-3262), or Jane Baker (388-9127). All concerns are kept confidential unless permission is given to include them on the Prayer Board and/or in the
Sunday bulletin. If you would like to participate in either group, please contact one of
the pastors or the church office. Contact information is on the back page. The dates for
the Prayer and Care Ministry meetings in March are March 14 and 28.

Women’s Ministry
All women are invited to UMW Circle and Mission Team meetings, and to
the Church Women United’s World Day of Prayer observance that is
traditionally held on the first Friday in March. The March schedule is
(all meetings are at the church, unless otherwise stated):


Friday, March 3: Church Women United, 9:30 a.m., St. Paul’s Lutheran Church



Thursday, March 9: Women United in Faith, 5:30 p.m., co-ord. Judy Plein (651-764-3453)



Monday, March 13: Eve Circle, 9:30 a.m., Sue Nelson chairman (388-6062)



Tuesday, March 14: Ruth Circle, 1 p.m., Margaret Foster chairman (388-4459)



Wednesday, March 29: Mission Team, 2 p.m.

The River Valley District Spring Gathering will be Saturday, April 29, at Holy Trinity UMC in Prior Lake.
All women are invited. Mark your calendars now to attend! District meetings are connectional, informational, and inspirational!
The funeral committee for March is Phyllis Althoff, Kim Bluhm, Marci Fanslow, Margaret Foster, Lee
Gernentz, Beth Heber, Vicky Koehn, Yvonne Lenertz, and Julie Motz.
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Thank you for the adorable card you sent me for Valentine’s Day. It is so nice to be
remembered. I miss all of you and I miss my church. God Bless. – Rose Marie Bosshard
Thank you to my church family for the lovely Valentine card. It was so special to see all
the signatures. Thank you again! - Ruth Featherstone
Thank you so much to the UMW for their gift! I am glad to help you and anyone else in
the church as much as I can. But, I think you ladies help me much more than I do you.
You have always been so kind to me and very much appreciated by me! I will use this
gift for something special. Thank you again! – Cindy Johnston
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Intercultural Competency Training Report
On January 26-27 I attended the Intercultural Competency Workshop sponsored by the Minnesota Annual
Conference. This workshop was attended by over 30 people, including mostly United Methodists but also ELCA
Lutheran and Episcopal pastors. It was a great group!
It was stressed that we need to move from our assumptions of people and initiate a process of discovery. We
considered who we are based on the country of origin of our grandparents, words of wisdom from our parents
that we wish to pass on to future generations, and words of wisdom from our parents that should not be passed on
to our children and grandchildren.
We learned that our cultural make-up is like an iceberg: certain things are visible, while other things are hidden
below the surface. Our external culture consists of things easily seen, while our internal culture consists of our
beliefs and values. We often clash with others due to those things that are hidden beneath the surface. The first
thing we need to do is to examine ourselves, so we spent time creating our personal icebergs and then discussing
them in small groups.
Bible studies during the workshop included a look at some of the powerful and powerless within the Bible. We
also considered the times when we individually felt powerful or powerless. There was interesting discussion
about power within the organization of the church. We considered these differences in perception of power and
discussed where our churches stand.
Low Power Distance

High Power Distance

Everyone should be equal.

The fact that some people have more power than others is
an accepted fact of life.

Superiors & subordinates can socialize.

Superiors and subordinates don’t mix.

Power should be legitimized.

Powerful people don’t need to justify having power.

Differentiation of power is for getting the job done.

Hierarchy is the nature of the organization.

Raise up leaders by asking for volunteers.

Raise up leaders by invitation.

According to the Gospel Cycle of Living, the powerful and the powerless enter the cycle at different points. The
powerful encounter the cross and death and become powerless, while the powerless encounter the empty tomb
and resurrection to become powerful.
We used the process of mutual invitation in all of our small group work, which provided the opportunity for all to
participate and provide input. Many indicated that they would take this process back to their churches.
There is still a great deal of material in the binder I received that I need to review. I would be happy to share some
of the handouts we received. We were all encouraged to return to our churches and create a congregational
Committee on Religion & Race. ~ Jane Stone

Church Women United - World Day of Prayer
World Day of Prayer will be held at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church on Friday, March 3rd at 9:30 a.m. with coffee and
rolls being served. The theme is “Am I Being UNFAIR TO YOU?” Written by the women of the PHILIPPINES. All are
welcome to attend.
World Day of Prayer is a worldwide ecumenical movement of Christian women of many traditions to observe a
common day of prayer and action each year on the first Friday of March. Each year a different country serves as
the writer of the World Day of Prayer worship service, interpreting the Bible in their own context, and lifting up
issues of mission, justice and peace that are important to them. WDP motto is “Informed prayer, prayerful action.”
~ Christie Brown
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I returned January 25th after a grueling three weeks in Sierra Leone and one week in Nigeria
(where I was looking at a different project).
Mondema Project
Briefly, the Mondema Pre-School and Farm Project is a creative solution to interrelated issues
of lack of education, child labor, food and nutrition deficiencies and more. The focal point is the
development of a pre-school for 250 children. The school will be surrounded by vegetable gardens, fruit trees,
and room for chickens and goats. The goal is that children and staff get two good meals a day, four days a
week, from food mostly grown on site. The village donated 20 acres of land for the project and made 7,000
mud bricks for the six room school which is ready for stuccoing and a concrete floor. Brenda spent 10 days in
country and provided 30 hours of teacher training.
Trip Report
First of all, the fund raising goal of $11,000 was exceeded - $11,864 was raised! Thank you so very much!
Generally expenses came in at budget, except we got slammed with a $1,000 fee by the Sierra Leone
government. However we didn’t pay any sales or other tax as we do here so all’s well that ends well. Nothing
is easy in Sierra Leone and everyday was about solving new problems. As example, we shipped six coils of
pipe, but only three showed up! Things tend to disappear in shipping. Fortunately we were able to substitute
with Sierra Leone pipe and keep the project on track.
My focus of the three weeks was to co-teach a 10 day permaculture class to
47 students from ten villages, and oversee the installation of the solar
Explaining the solar system to villagers
powered water system for the garden and a second system to pump
potable water from a hand dug well.
I am very pleased to report that the water system aspects of the project
went very well. We now have a functional solar powered system delivering
water 60’ vertically to two large tanks on top of a hill. From there the water
is gravity fed to the existing 5,000 square foot garden, which will be
expanded to 15,000 square feet over time.
The second solar pump system is for
getting potable water out of the 30’ deep well, with tank storage. The project
included casing the well in concrete. This took a crew about three weeks to
do as each lift of concrete required several days of curing before another lift
could be poured (all done by hand). We were not able to install the heavy
concrete well lid before I left as the top course of concrete had not cured long
enough to support the weight of the lid. Installing the lid is necessary before
the solar pump can be installed. However, one of our team members is
staying in the village through February and will complete the installation. So
I am very optimistic that this system will be functional soon.
I want to thank all of you for your support. This project, and the people of Mondema, has captured my heart
and soul. I see durable benefits emerging and villager’s confidence for a better future. You were an important
part of this! Thank you very much!
Casing the Well

Blessings,
Bruce and Brenda Blair
Welch, MN

Hydrant for the Garden
(pipes will be buried once all
testing is complete)
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Conference Connections

All United Methodist churches are connected through shared mission and ministry and united in their efforts to
grow in love of God and neighbor, reach new people, and heal a broken world. Check out these news tidbits from
the Minnesota Annual Conference, which serves all 360 United Methodist churches in the state.
Bishop Ough responds to Trump immigration order: “I…strongly denounce President Trump’s widespread
attack on immigrants and refugees,” Bishop Bruce R. Ough said at a Jan. 30 press conference. “President
Trump’s reckless, ill-conceived executive orders will divide families, impose a religious test for Muslims
facing forced migration, penalize communities providing sanctuary, and wall off the United States from our
neighbors. These actions are expensive, unnecessary, and profoundly antithetical to our values of
compassion, dignity, and justice for all individuals regardless of nationality, religious affiliation, or legal
status…Christ calls us to tear down the walls around our souls that we might live fully and abundantly. Thus,
I call on the Trump administration and the U.S. Congress to rescind the harmful executive orders and save
the soul of our country. I call upon the people of Minnesota and the Dakotas to see the face of Christ in the
refugee. Say ‘no’ to the walling off of our country and our hearts and say ‘yes’ to their hope—our hope—for
new life.” (See page 13 for his complete statement.)
Register for camp: Summer is right around the corner, and that means it's time to register for camp! In
addition to enjoying all the traditional camp activities, youth campers learn about Christ, experience
creation, and are part of a nurturing community. Visit www.campminnesota.org to learn more and register!
Breakthrough workshop: Compelling communication: April 1, 10 a.m.-4 p.m., Rosemount UMC or remotely
via livestreaming. United Methodist Communications and communicators from Minnesota and the Dakotas
are teaming up to equip you with best practices and practical tips to reach new people and better engage
with other members through strategic and purposeful communication. Topics will include marketing and
branding, e-newsletters, social media, photography, and live streaming.
BRIGHT SPOTS IN OUR MIDST
Wells, Grace merge to create first rural multi-site: When Rev. Paul Woolverton, who serves Wells UMC,
heard that Grace UMC in Kiester had a heart for mission but was struggling, he asked both congregations,
“What if we were to work together?” After a year exploring the possibility of joining forces and becoming a
multi-site church, the two congregations voted unanimously to combine. After the vote, Wells and Grace
renamed themselves “Open Doors United Methodist Church,” and they have embraced a new energy and
momentum.
North Summit Church launches: North Summit Church, one of the Minnesota Conference’s newest church
starts, had its official public launch on Feb. 5 with about 100 in worship. Church planter Josh Meyers
describes North Summit as a “community of weird people,” and its tagline is “daring to be different.” Thanks
be to God for the new people this Blaine church is reaching! And thank you for your generosity through the
Reach • Renew • Rejoice conference-wide initiative, which is enabling us to plant churches and revitalize
existing churches across Minnesota!
STAY CONNECTED!
“Like” the Minnesota Annual Conference on Facebook, follow the conference on Twitter and Instagram
(@MinnesotaUMC), and sign up (at www.minnesotaumc.org) for e-newsletters. For more information about any
of the items listed above, visit www.minnesotaumc.org.
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CONNECT LOVE RESTORE
Executive Committee Minutes
January 12, 2017
Attendance: Clay Oglesbee, Donna Dummer, Jane Baker, Katie Bystrom, Paul Karlen, Bruce Nelson, Judy Plein
Call to Order- Katie
Devotions--Guided Conversation on Passionate Spirituality Emphasis. The group started to work through the
first chapter of the Five Marks of a Methodist. We did read as a group from pages 6-11 and had discussion
around the two great commandments.


Katie asked for correction or additions to the agenda, group agreed to follow the outline emailed by Clay at
this meeting.



Approve minutes from December meeting. Paul moved to approve as submitted and emailed back with
grammatical errors corrected. Jane seconded the motion and it was passed by majority vote. As per last
meeting, minutes will be posted after approval so Katie will make sure this gets done.

Holy Spirit Breakthrough Anecdotes: Where are we seeing God's Spirit at work among us?


Advent and Christmas Worship, creative music, wreaths, fellowship hall- positive feedback received by
many members and felt all areas were very meaningful to worship.



Giving increases- up 35%



Mission’s support- noted increased giving in our support of these in addition to the general increased
giving noted.



Christmas Project celebration- able to serve over 12 families with our part of the project



Renewed support for apportionments- we made the payment in full this month



Other- Christmas program of the children and attendance in general was very good for December.
Prayer and Discipleship



We Make the Road by Walking Studies- groups are holding in attendance, time change made for the
Wednesday group.



Sunday Schools-holding in attendance



Confirmation--will have five youth confirmed in the Spring



Prayer Retreat--Half Day on January 14th. Expecting 6-10 participants.



Planning Retreat scheduling- Bruce asked to hold off due to members being gone. Clay would like to do in
next couple months if possible so we can have a clear vision going into the spring and summer months.



Adult Forum--Talking with the Neighbors launch- the Forum on January 8 had approximately 60 in
attendance. It was recommended to move to 10:45 a.m. start time to let people from the community join.
Bruce asked if we will move to a different schedule. Clay would like to stay with weekly so it can be
promoted to the community.



April--Spirituality Series- Clay reports that he is looking at a different series for the spring



May or June--Spiritual Novel- Clay will look and suggest a book club for over the summer.
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Witness and Service
Children, Teen and Family Outreach and Relational Evangelism


Summer planning--Pam is looking to develop multiple camp experiences--Clay reports that there are grants
from the conference to have interns that would be one way to assist with staffing. Eli Intern--young adult for
summer is $2,000 from Minnesota Annual Conference and $1,000 from the church- Clay asked for us to look
at applying for an intern. The team is looking at science camp, theatre camp, VBS one week, etc. Youth team
will be meeting to keep developing. After the discussion, the team voted to have Clay pursue doing the grant.
Jane moved to pursue the grant, Paul seconded the motion and it passed by majority vote.



Service Camp--Urban Cross Mission Camp



Canoe Trip to Ko-Wa-Kan near Ely



Monthly Movies Planning- will continue to do this outreach and look at ways to improve the connections that
we make at the movies.



Nominations progress- Clay emailed out the current draft of nominations and did highlight the new names
from last draft in bold type. He continues to shore up the commitment for 2017. Donna asked about the
“classes” and Clay explained that it does make a better plan for future. Correction to her team was made.
Motion made and passed by majority vote.

2017 Proposed Special Offerings – Monthly Works of Mercy - Clay asked to endorse the list of Monthly works
of Mercy handed out/emailed earlier.


January: Citizens’ Climate Lobby (non-partisan climate change policies), or other environmental group(s)



February: Joint Religious Legislative Coalition, United Way and Isaiah (three-way split?)



March – Minnesota FoodShare- Emphasis throughout the month for gifts of money and food for the local
food shelf.



April – Easter Sunday – Lent/Easter Offering. For local church needs



May - Camperships for local church’s children and youth (week-long events, mission, canoeing)



June – Love Offering - The Conference decides where this offering goes. It is taken up to Annual Conference
by the Pastors and attendees along with Health Kits, School Kits, Sewing Kits and/or Flood Buckets



July - Mission Market Local Produce Sales for Special Cause (to be determined)



August – Pie and Ice Cream Social for Local for Local Church Needs - Letter sent out in July with an
envelope for giving. This is for local church needs.



September – Hope Coalition (Community Care Fund)



October – Crop Walk - Supports local Food Shelf and other ministries.



November –Red Wing Food Shelf - Gifts of grocery products or money for the local Food Shelf.



Thanksgiving Day Dinner - Thanksgiving meal made for anyone in the community.



December – Goodhue County Christmas Project - Adopt families and/or singles and provide with gifts,
toys from Toys for Tots, and food for a Christmas Dinner



Advent/Christmas Offering and Appeal Letter - Supports the local church. Letter and envelope sent to
congregation beginning of the month.

Bishop’s Appeal – anytime throughout the year – Conference focus Reach, Renew, Rejoice
The team reviewed the proposed and agreed with the plan as submitted. Paul moved to have this be the working
document for 2017 special offerings. Bruce second and motion passed by majority vote.
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Presence and Worship


AWA (Average Worship Attendance) - up from 98 in first six months to 115 or so in second six months, up
20% on average.



AWA increased from 108 in 2015 to 109 in 2016 which stopped the decline. Clay expressed that the Target is
for 150 in attendance for 4th quarter of 2017.



Donna asked about Sunday school attendance. Katie reported that we currently are not running a preschool
class, but the December participation was good. Katie asked for prayers for 3 of our youth in particular with
the challenges they are experiencing with moving.



Prayer and Care Team reporting--Jane reported permission is asked for posting to the prayer board. The
posted concerns have been well received by members. Extended communion in December went well with
some participants going out after worship and fellowship time and plan to offer extended communion in
March.

Giving, Resourcing and Administration


2016 completion, year-end giving of around $8,700 vs. $4,000 requested- Clay wanted to celebrate the
generosity of the congregation.



2017 Budget support, 50% increase in pledged giving.



Town Hall for members- Clay wondering if we could do a member town hall to lay out the upcoming
ministries and worship experiences. Clay will schedule for February 12th.



Capital Campaign preparations/proposal? Trustee’s item- Paul reported about the fact we do not have
resources for any emergent church needs. Clay feels this congregation would have the capacity to ask for a
cushion that may be up to 400K reserve and mission fund. Preference voiced by some in the group to wait
until 2018 to put the emphasis on our apportionment commitment. It would allow trustees to gather
information on projects that we need to do coming up soon for maintenance of the grounds. Clay would like
to work this year on doing personal visits with members to start looking towards this capital campaign.

Finance Update--Paul reports that we did go into this year with a larger carry over. Finance will meet quarterly
instead of monthly. There were questions about the pledges that did not come in that we had last year. Paul had
analyzed the list and will check on this concern before he leaves for his winter trip.
United Methodist Women- no report
Trustees Update- no report


Annual Report of Reverend Hugh Stephenson-Rev. Hugh Stephenson per policy, any pastors living in the
community are to submit a report annually on their ongoing service. Pastor Hugh did perform a few
weddings in our church and a few other services. He did submit this for 2016 and placed on record.



Overnight Mission Guests- coming on March 10th an organization called Students Today, Leaders Forever,
which sends college students (and other younger groups) on cross-country service trips. In this case, the
students will travel by charter bus from Peoria to Denver, serving in five of six cities along the way. Red Wing
will be their first stop. This is not a religiously-based group per se, but they are doing a Pay-It-Forward type
of service trip. Judy and Donna both expressed interest in doing the overseeing of this event. (This was
cancelled by the group coming. They went to the YMCA Camp to work and stay overnight instead.)



Bank deposit schedule for the year was passed around for volunteers to sign up.

Adjourn meeting- Paul motioned to adjourn the meeting, Bruce seconded the motion and it was passed by majority vote.
Closing Prayer led by Clay.
Respectfully submitted, Judy Plein
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Bishop Ough issues statement on Trump immigration order
Bishop Bruce R. Ough, resident bishop of the Dakotas-Minnesota Area of The United Methodist Church, released the
following statement in a press conference held by the Minnesota Council of Churches, on January 30, 2017, at
Hennepin Avenue United Methodist Church in Minneapolis:
Today, I stand with colleagues representing several faith traditions to strongly denounce President Trump’s
widespread attack on immigrants and refugees. President Trump’s reckless, ill-conceived executive orders will
divide families, impose a religious test for Muslims facing forced migration, penalize communities providing
sanctuary, and wall off the United States from our neighbors. These actions are expensive, unnecessary, and
profoundly antithetical to our values of compassion, dignity, and justice for all individuals regardless of nationality, religious affiliation, or legal status.
The biblical witness is clear and unambiguous. Walls are unbiblical. Hospitality is biblical. Denying one’s
neighbor is unbiblical. Welcoming the stranger is biblical. It is not surprising that Judaism, Christianity, and
Islam teach the reign of God as a banquet to which all peoples are invited. We are to welcome the sojourner,
love our neighbor, and stand with the most vulnerable among us. These very values from our sacred texts and
faith traditions are currently reflected in the mandate of the U.S. Refugee Admissions Program and must not be
usurped by any executive order. Orders, legislation, or administrative actions that would have the U.S. State
Department disqualify refugees from protection and resettlement based on their nationality or religion are a
denial of the very principles this nation was built upon, contradict the legacy of leadership our country has
offered the world, and dishonor our shared humanity.
Jesus was explicit in his teachings. In Matthew’s gospel Jesus says, “Whoever welcomes you welcomes me, and
whoever welcomes me welcomes the one who sent me” (Matthew 10:40).
Refugees and immigrants arrive among us, not only with their needs, but also bearing gifts of energy,
resourcefulness, love of liberty, and hope. These gifts have always contributed to the renewal of our society and
the church.
Above all, these strangers bring to us the Christ. When we welcome a stranger, we welcome Jesus, and when we
welcome Jesus, we welcome our creator. Refugees, immigrants, those yearning to be free—these are the ones
whom Jesus spoke about when he said, “I was a stranger and you welcomed me” (Matthew 25:35).
Repeatedly Jesus tells his disciples: “For those who want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their
life for my sake will find it” (Matthew 16:25).
The original Greek language is far more poetic, powerful, and prophetic. In finer translations of the Greek
language, we hear Jesus saying: “Whoever seeks to build a wall around their soul shall destroy it; whoever tears
down the wall (around their soul) shall bring their soul to a living birth.”
The very soul of our country is at stake. When we abandon strangers who are at risk of bigotry, xenophobia,
and violence, we not only destroy their hope, we destroy our own souls. When we fail to assist the refugees
fleeing danger, we not only place them in harm’s way, we do harm to our own souls. When we build walls of
concrete, or walls of divisive rhetoric, or walls of fear, or walls of immoral immigration policies, we build a wall
around our own souls.
Christ calls us to tear down the walls around our souls that we might live fully and abundantly. Thus, I call on
the Trump administration and the U.S. Congress to rescind the harmful executive orders and save the soul of
our country. I call upon the people of Minnesota and the Dakotas to see the face of Christ in the refugee. Say
“no” to the walling off of our country and our hearts and say “yes” to their hope—our hope—for new life. Let us
unite and work together to bring the soul of this country to a living birth!
Bishop Bruce R. Ough
Resident Bishop
Dakotas-Minnesota Area of The United Methodist Church
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Climate Change, Environmental Steps
(From our January Work of Mercy Presentations)

Individual action items we all can take to work toward decreasing CO2
emissions, to protect our friendly climate. How you can help (for your
kids’, grandkids’ and all future generations’ sake!):
1. Write to your state & nat. Representatives & Senators, asking them to support
energy conservation, clean renewable energy and efforts to reduce CO2 emissions - like Revenue-neutral carbon fee
and dividend legislation. * This is perhaps the single most important thing we all can do.
2. Join organizations which are working on reducing CO2 & GHG emissions, like Citizens Climate Lobby at www.citizensclimatelobby.org or Natural Resources Defense Council at www.nrdc.org or
www.350.org *Note: there is a local CCL group in Red Wing which would love to have you join them!
This adds your name & voice to their lobbying & educational efforts.
3. Become well educated on the issue, based on science (not pundits or fossil fuel companies’ PR). See
www.ncdc.noaa.gov/indicators & click “Warming Climate”
4. Work to understand and reduce your own “carbon footprint” (your family’s CO2 emissions). See
back of this sheet and also “Google” carbon footprint.
5. Courteously challenge climate change skeptics, with info. from www.skepticalscience.com. Get
their free smart phone app, to look up challenges and the science-based answers on the spot.
6. Spread the word! Help arrange for Alan or other speakers to talk about climate change to other
groups in which you are a member. (Alan Anderson, Ph: 507-301-4673, Email:
luckydcuk49@gmail.com , no cost to group)
7. Start groups in your church, school, community or neighborhood to work on the above items and
to positively reinforce one another.
This is an unprecedented challenge to humankind. All the above actions are in keeping with the United Methodist Church challenge to members, for action on climate change. We encourage you to take
some or all of the actions above, for the sake of the least of our brethren, and especially for children, current and future.

Church to Pray and Converse on Gay/Lesbian Questions
Please see the pastor’s column in this issue of First Word. All our members and friends are invited to
share in sustained learning, prayer and conversation on the question and disputes related to the
inclusion of gay/lesbian/homosexual persons in United Methodist Christian fellowship and leadership
(see page 3).
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What are our Established and strong ministries? Could be enhanced?
 Music ministries x8
 Children’s ministries, Summer VBS and messages x7
 Community meals x5
 Friday movies in summer-time
 Good sermons x5
 Pastors who care for future of the First UM Church x 3
 Valuing and caring for others, connections within the congregation
What is Ebbing away? What is losing energy?
 Aging of members x5
 Passing away of many pillars of the church, need to replace them
 Choir numbers falling, now to increase again or re-design?
What is Emerging and expanding? What is new and growing?
 Talking with the Neighbors/Adult Forums open to the public x6
 Increasing number and participation in small groups x6
 Increasing diversity among our members, open to all x5
 Volunteer-in-mission hands-on service and contributions
 Sharing acts of kindness and love x3
 Growing the children, teen and family ministries again x2
 More intergenerational ministries, keep expanding these x3
 Re-establishing Trustees and other committees x5
 Greater emphasis on public messages re: church identity and mission x2
 Greater use of website, Facebook, constant contact, (post sermons online)
 More witness, evangelism x 2
What is Emboldening? What are our developing wild and crazy ideas?
 United Methodists going outside the walls to serve
 Increasing inclusiveness, welcoming LGBTQ participants x8
 Perhaps become a Reconciling Congregation x 10
 More hands-on service such as Feed My Starving Children x 6
 Further enlivening worship, more contemporary music selections
 Summer Camps x6
 More international hands-on mission or other mission trips x5
 Launch a single-adult group
What is one thing we wish could be Eliminated or serious adjustments?
 Prejudice, hate, judgment x2
 Sound system and mikes in sanctuary need adjusting x6
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Red Wing, MN
Permit No. 249

Connect to God, Grow in Love, Serve in the World
CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

Lead Pastor
Rev. Clay Oglesbee
Email: redwingrev@gmail.com
Cell: 507-251-9283
Pastor of Children and Family Ministries
Pastor Pam Armstrong
Email: pastorpamfumcrw@gmail.com
Cell: 651-983-0676
Administrative Assistant
Cindy Johnston
Email: methodistadmin@msn.com

Sunday Worship

9:30 a.m.

Fellowship

10:30 a.m.

Classes for Children

10:40 a.m.

Adult Forums

10:45 a.m.

Music Director
Kim Cory
Email: snkcory@gmail.com
Office Phone
651-388-3262

Community Meals in March

Church Office Hours
Monday – Friday 11:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.

Sundays March 12, 19, & 26

General Church Email
redwingmethodist@msn.com

Served at 5:00 p.m.

Church Website
www.redwingmethodist.org
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