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The First Word
June 2017
First United Methodist Church ~ 403 East Ave. Red Wing, MN 55066

Our Vision: Connect to God, Grow in Love, Serve in the World

Please Welcome New Staff on Sunday, June 4
Pastor Amanda Larsen will join the First

UMC staff as Associate Pastor (with emphasis on
Children, Youth and Family Ministries). She
comes from ministry with the Lanesboro and
Wykoff United Methodist congregations, also in
the River Valley District. Pastor Amanda will
worship, preach and be welcomed by the
congregation on Sunday, June 4. Elizabeth
Pastor Amanda
Lizzy
Jane
Crystal
(Lizzy) Schmidt will participate in the ministries of the congregation during June and July. Lizzy is a student at the University of Wisconsin, Eau Claire.
In addition, two non-paid staff are being added to our staff roster on an experimental basis, also effective
June 1. Jane Stone will begin service as our congregation’s Care Coordinator, working with the Prayer and
Care Team, as well as with the Welcoming Committee. She will focus on visitation and nurture of participants
in close association with the teams and our pastors. Crystal Henderson will begin service as a Children,
Youth and Family (CYF) Assistant, supporting Pastor Amanda and others in the CYF ministries.

Listening with All Our Heart: GLBTQ Homosexuality Inclusion

Our Church Council invites all church members and participants to share together in two deep conversations
this summer: Listening with All Our Heart. These conversations will focus on extending and supporting full
inclusion of gay and lesbian persons in our worship and fellowship, as well as in the wider community. We
would continue to observe the limitations of our global United Methodist policies. We invite all members and
participants to attend to “listening circles” on Sunday, June 25 and Sunday, July 23 after worship. All
persons present will be invited to respond to only two or three questions. All will be heard respectfully. This
is not to be a time for debate or dispute, but for prayerful listening to one another's’ stories and perspectives.
The questions will be ones like these: What do I think is the most important moral question involved with human sexuality of any kind? What would it take for me to welcome persons of all gender-relationship preferences into worship and Christian friendship?
Later, the Church Council will be proposing a resolution for the church in regard to our level of
support for full inclusion. The resolution will not call upon our members or our clergy to break the global
United Methodist Discipline’s requirements regarding clergy performing weddings or using our facilities for
such weddings (which are now legal in Minnesota). See Pastor Clay’s column for more comment.
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June and July Worship: Pentecost: The Spirit Is Moving!
Our June “Work of Mercy” offerings each Sunday are for the Minnesota Annual Conference Love
Offering (please see elsewhere in the newsletter) and layette kits. Our July Work of Mercy is for
Heifer Project International (Mission Market Produce sales).
6/4--40. Pentecost Sunday – Communion and Work of Mercy
Message: Pastor Amanda Larsen, Texts: John 3:1-21 Acts 2:1-41 Romans 6:1-14
Intros for Pastor Amanda Larsen, Lizzy Schmidt, Jane Stone, Crystal Henderson
6/11--41. Moving with the Spirit—Has Anyone Seen the Real Church?
(Peace with Justice Sunday)
Message: Pastor Clay Oglesbee Texts: John 15:1-8, Colossians 3:1-17
Sending of Urban Cross Missioners
6/18--42. Spirit of Love: Loving God
Message: Pastor Clay Oglesbee Texts: Psalm 116, Luke 10:25-37
6/25--43. Spirit of Love: Loving Relationships
Acts 10:1-48 1 Corinthians 13:1-13
Urban Cross Celebration, appointments, annual conference reports
Message: Pastor Clay Oglesbee and Urban Cross Team
After Worship: Congregational Conversation regarding GLBTQ inclusion
7/2--44. Spirit of Love: Loving Self
Communion and Work of Mercy—Mission Market Sales to Heifer Project International
Message: Pastor Amanda Larsen, Texts: Proverbs 4:1-27, Romans 12:3-21, James 1:2-8; 3:13-18
7/9--45. Spirit of Unity and Diversity
Message: Lizzy Schmidt Texts: Proverbs 8:1-36 John 17:1-23 Ephesians 4:1-16
(Pastor Amanda Larsen on vacation, July 6-9)
7/16--46. Spirit of Service
Message: Pastor Clay Oglesbee Texts: Mathew 23:1-12 John 13:1-15 Philippians 2:1-11
7/23--47. The Spirit Conspiracy
Message: Pastor Clay Oglesbee, Texts: Luke 15:1-10, 1 Timothy 1:12-17
After Worship: Congregational Conversation regarding GLBTQ inclusion
7/30--48. Spirit of Power
Message: Lizzy Schmidt, Texts: Acts 4:1-31, 1 Thessalonians 5:1-11, 2 Timothy 1:1-14, and
Ephesians 6:10-20 (Pastor Clay gone on vacation)
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Just One More Thing… from Pastor Clay Oglesbee

One Christian’s Perspective: All Are Acceptable (Acts 11)
(Later this summer, our congregation will be gathering for prayerful and
respectful listening and conversations regarding the full inclusion of gay and
lesbian persons in our congregational life and ministry. Here are a few
thoughts as we prepare for those conversations.)

Today in the church, we do not currently face especially difficult controversies over eating clean
and unclean foods as Peter did among the Jews, Jewish Christians and Gentile Christians of his
time, (see Acts 11). Probably it can also safely be said today that we are no longer debating
whether Jewish-heritage Christians are more acceptable to God than Gentile ones.
It can even be said today that we know and consent to the principle of accepting in full fellowship
with all “those whom God has called clean,” even the Irish, the Germans, the English, the Swedes,
the Blacks, the Laos, the Nuer, the Cheyenne, the Arab, the Kurds, the Sunnis, the Shiites. God has
not rejected them because of their skin color, their diet, their ethnic heritage or their culture.
What was once revolutionary among Christians has become familiar. What was once a raw, original revelation offered to Peter alone, against the opposition of many other Jewish Christians, has
become the standard of practice for the kingdom of God: all God’s children are welcomed into
God’s kingdom.
So, we are left with this question: Is this principle of accepting what God makes newly or
unexpectedly acceptable now sort of a dead letter, never to be extended, or is it a trend line, a
trajectory of grace from Leviticus through Jesus? Should we be considering whether this Scriptural
principle—“what God has made clean, you must not call profane”—still has any additional
power, any living challenge or future meaning for us today?
There is notably a whole group of people in the US who have been excluded from full
participation in Christian fellowship because of who they are. Not because they are Gentile
(that is, non-Jew), not because they are uncircumcised, not because they are “foreigners” or from
unfamiliar ethnic groups, but because they are gay or lesbian/homosexual. Peter's two radical
questions stand before us as we ponder fully accepting gay and lesbian people in the fellowship
of God’s faithful people: "Can anyone withhold the water for baptizing these people who
have received the Holy Spirit just as we have?" And "If God gave them the same gift that he
gave us when we believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, who am I that I could hinder God?"
If the food rituals and the ethnic purity laws of the Jews could be set aside by God, and by-passed
by ancient Gentile Christians because of their yearning to draw near to God, isn’t it at least worth
considering today whether God is also setting aside the obstacles for gay and lesbian persons and
believers to give praise to God and to share fellowship with all sisters and brothers? Anyway,
that’s one Christian’s view. How about you?
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Pastor Amanda's Enthusiastic
Endorsement: a fast start!
I spent yesterday in Maplewood at a seminar for
pastors moving to new appointments. The morning
was about a good farewell to your previous
congregation and the afternoon was about preparing
for your next congregation. One of the things we were
asked to think about is if we were going to have a
"slow" or "fast start." My start at Red Wing will be fast,
most assuredly! It was so good to spend a Lock-In with Pam and many of the teenagers in the
congregation. The Lock-In helped me to see what a great group they are and get to know their
many strengths. In one year, Pam has helped them create a unique and caring community.
In my first week at RW1UMC (is that ok? I kinda like it!) I'll be meeting with Crystal and Lizzie to
map out the rest of the summer and how the various events and camps will fit together. My
hope is that any time we have youth or children around; we have invitations for them to give out
to friends and neighbors for the next event. On Sunday June 11, after the church council
meeting, we will have a meeting of the new Children, Youth and Families (CYF) team. If you
have a tug to CYF ministry and activities, please plan to attend the meeting. Everybody is
welcome to help make our church a welcoming, safe and Spirit-filled place for young people.
The mission trip is my second week in the church and mission trips are on the top of my favorite
things list. When we serve together and love on others, we are doing exactly what Jesus calls his
followers to do! In my third week I'll be at Annual Conference learning about the many ways
churches are reaching new people, cultivating spiritual vitality and healing a broken world. I
always come home from conference with a to-do list of ideas.
Then we have the EPIC week of Vacation Bible School. This year we are using a "Maker Factory"
curriculum about how God makes each of us unique and special. We have a number of ways you
can help, starting right now.






Invite your neighbors and grandkids to come to VBS. Offer rides. Offer afternoon care if they
can't miss a half day of childcare to go to VBS in the morning.
Pray for our leaders and the children who will come to VBS. Pray they will have open hearts
to the work God will do through them all.
Help decorate the church and prepare the spaces to be fun and creative. The decorating
event is Saturday, June 24 from 10-noon.
Save cardboard boxes from food. We will be doing a lot of "making" and cardboard boxes are
a key component to some of our inventions.
Let Crystal or Amanda know if there are times you are available to help. We also have some
"do at home" tasks that don't require you to be there at VBS, but help make VBS amazing.

This is a fast start, and I'm grateful to be your pastor!
Pastor Amanda
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June “Work of Mercy:” Conference Love Offering
The Love Offering for Missions is gathered within Minnesota United Methodist churches and delivered
to annual conference session. It benefits international, national, and Minnesota missions. Donations
to the 2016 Love Offering totaled more than $96,000. Funds from this year's Love Offering 2017 will
to go three projects:

United Methodist University of Sierra Leone—School of Applied Health Sciences
Recipient of 60 percent of 2017 Love Offering
Sierra Leone has one of the lowest life expectancies in the world, and one in every five children die
before their fifth birthday. The vast majority of the country’s citizens don’t have access to health
services, and there is an acute shortage of trained health professionals. This portion of the Love
Offering will be used to expand United Methodist University of Sierra Leone by creating a School of
Applied Health Sciences in the city of Bo. The school will be adjacent to United Methodist-affiliated
Mercy Hospital, where students will receive practical, hands-on training. Midwives, nurses,
community health officers, and technicians who graduate from this new institution will significantly
improve the accessibility and quality of health care in Sierra Leone.

Emma Norton Services
Recipient of 30 percent of 2017 Love Offering
Emma Norton Services helps women, children, and families achieve victory over homelessness, mental
illness, and chemical dependency. The Twin Cities-based nonprofit provides safe, affordable housing
through Emma Norton Residence, which supports 50 women in transition at any given time, and
Emma’s Place, which houses 13 families on a permanent basis.

Volunteers in Mission Scholarships
Recipient of 10 percent of 2017 Love Offering
Mission trips transform the lives of participants by giving them an opportunity to grow in faith and
gain a new perspective of the world. Through the United Methodist Church’s Volunteers in Mission
program, teams spend up to two weeks working on mission projects domestically or abroad.

Love Offering Resources
All churches recently received a packet with materials to help them promote the Love Offering to their
congregations. Please share this giving opportunity!
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

UMCOR KITS NEEDED—UMCOR kits will be taken to the MN Annual Conference June 20. Kits
and donations should be put in the marked basket in Hamline Foyer as soon as possible, so that they
can be packed for travel. Kits are distributed worldwide for disaster relief. Examples of some of the
kits are displayed in Hamline Foyer along with lists of supplies included in them. For further
information, contact Christie Brown, 388-3124, or Jane Baker, 388-9127.
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Thank you!
1st UMC – Quiet Angels,
In this world of Email, Instagram, Twitter, technology this, technology that, it is so good to get a
beautiful card from 18 kind, caring people. Thank you so much! – Dorothy and David Jones
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Oxbow Park is

Questions about the
District Fun Day?
Contact Jane Stone at
janestone1125@msn.com

located at 5731
County Rd 105
in Byron
────

Lost? Call Bill Brueck at
507-951-2397

3 p.m. – Gather,
explore the park
and zoo, enjoy
fellowship
────
5 p.m. – Potluck
meal (lemonade,
water and dessert
provided by
DCOSS members)
────
Bring food to
share, dishes and

JULY 9, 2017
River Valley District
Fun Day
Join with other United Methodists in the River Valley District
for an afternoon of fun and fellowship at Oxbow Park in Byron!

utensils, lawn
chairs, sunscreen
────
More information
about Oxbow Park
can be found at
www.co.olmsted.mn.us/
pw/ parks/oxbowpark

Questions about the
District Fun Day?
Contact Jane Stone at
janestone1125@msn.com
Lost?
Call Bill Brueck at
507-951-2397
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Outreach and Missions
Heifer International
Heifer International began in 1944 as Heifers for Relief. Dan West, an Ohio farmer and a member of the Church of
the Brethren, was serving as a relief worker in the Spanish Civil War and saw people without means to feed
themselves or make a living. After many years of donating heifers, the organization diversified and now many
different types of animals are placed in many places around the world.
Heifers for Relief became Heifer Project and now is titled Heifer International. They place animals of many types
with families needing food and a way to support themselves. Heifer provides the education to care for the animal.
Heifer has 4 principles:
1)
2)
3)
4)

Passing on the first female offspring to other community families.
Gender and family focus - Support full and equitable development of both men and women.
Sustainability and self reliance - recipients are trained and have the potential to be profitable for the family.
Genuine need and justice - animals and education go to people who can benefit from modest support that will
build community solidarity and end discrimination of poverty and racism.

Donations from the Mission Market are designated to go the Heifer International. ~ Mardell Bartlett

Mission Market
The market has been open for 3 weeks now and while we are still pretty limited with produce, people have had
the opportunity to have eggs, rhubarb, and as of May 14th Lily of the Valley. As we get into June the variety of
produce expands.
This year some food experts are encouraging us to add color to our diets. Purple cauliflower, blue potatoes, and
multi-colored carrots. For the last 3 years I have grown purple cauliflower, but when I brought it into the market,
people were not enthused. It is a bit milder and has the advantage of less care during growing time. Last year I
grew the multicolor carrots, but only the regular color carrots had good taste. We have grown blue potatoes and
they have a good flavor, but looked strange on the table.
We hope you will check out the Mission Market table in the Hamline Commons. If you have extra produce to
share, bring on Sunday and add to the table. Donations received for produce go to Heifer International. Any
questions about the market, ask Mardell
As of Sunday May 21, $133 has been collected. ~ Mardell Bartlett

RED WING FOOD SHELF
The Red Wing Food shelf always needs donations—either nonperishable food items such as peanut butter, cereal,
and canned vegetables and fruits, or cash. Please continue to put your donations in the marked containers at each
church entrance or in the offering plate (designated for Food Shelf). Thank you for your generosity!

ECONO RECEIPTS
Please continue to put your Econo receipts in the box in Hamline Foyer. We are working toward the goal of
$150,000 for which the store will give us $1,000. Receipts from 2015, 2016, and 2017 are accepted.
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Prayer and Care
The Prayer and Care Team will meet Tuesdays, June 6 and 27, at 1 pm, in
the Friendship Room. If you have prayer requests or joys, please contact
Jane Baker (388-9127; janekbaker@yahoo.com) or put them on a yellow
prayer card in the church pew and drop it in the offering plate.

Women’s Ministry
UMW OUT TO LUNCH IN JUNE
The United Methodist Women invites all women and men to join them for their
annual Out-to-Lunch gathering, Tuesday, June 13, at the Veranda Restaurant in the St. James Hotel at 11:30.
Each person will order and pay for her/his own meal (lunch entrees are priced between $6 and $13). The UMW
will provide cupcakes. There is a sign-up sheet at the Connection Center. Please sign up by Sunday, June 11. Questions? Contact Jane Baker, 388-9127.
Ruth and Eve Circles do not meet during the summer. The next Mission Team meeting will be
Wednesday, August 30, at 2 pm. For more information about UMW, contact Jane Baker (388-9127;
janekbaker@yahoo.com).
June Funeral Committee: Jan Bruns, DeeAnn Becker, Laura Black, Linda Eckstrom, Kirsten Fridell,
Barbara Grunzke, Jean Holmstadt, Kim Johnson, Michelle Mallon, Cheryl Nagel, Lori Nelson, and Kim Sjostrom.

Greetings All Women in Faith
We are taking the summer off from gathering for Women in Faith and will be looking to add it back on a different
date/time in the fall. But don't think we will be neglecting ourselves. Look for email blasts of TED talk suggestions,
devotionals, and items of interest for us women. If you would like to be part of this email group, send me an email
at jnesburgplein@gmail.com or call me at (651) 764-3453. If you have any suggestions for meeting times in the
fall- please let me know by text/call/email. In our faith walk
together. ~ Judy Plein

FALL RUMMAGE SALE—OCTOBER 19-20
PLEASE MAKE PLANS TO DONATE YOUR GENTLY USED ITEMS
If you need space for storage, contact Jane Baker or the church office. If you have left a cake pan or other
serving dish in the church kitchen, please pick it up before the rummage sale. Otherwise, it may get sold!
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Help us lower our church’s carbon footprint by bringing your
own coffee cup/mug for Sunday morning refreshments. Put
your name on your cup and store it on a shelf in the hallway.
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Conference Connections

All United Methodist churches are connected through shared mission and ministry and united in their efforts to
grow in love of God and neighbor, reach new people, and heal a broken world. Check out these news tidbits from
the Minnesota Annual Conference, which serves all 360 United Methodist churches in the state.
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
 Practicing resurrection: Wendell Berry’s poem Manifesto: The Mad Farmer Liberation Front ends with
these two words: Practice resurrection. Rev. Cindy Gregorson, director of ministries for the Minnesota
Conference, reflects on what that means: “For me, to practice resurrection is to keep an open mind and let
God be God, which means doing radically impossible and improbable things…Practicing resurrection means
praying specific and targeted breakthrough prayers, trusting that God hears and will respond, and letting go
of the outcomes. Why is practicing so important? Without it, resurrection is just a story. Practicing keeps me
connected with the fact that Jesus Christ is resurrected, and the Spirit is on the move, and I am now a part of
this resurrection reality…It shapes me and changes me, and it is now my story.” How are you practicing
resurrection?



ELI Project welcomes interns: Seven college students exploring a call to vocational ministry will spend two
months this summer participating in the Exploring Leadership Internship (ELI) Project. Each student intern
will be assigned to a host church, paired with a clergy mentor, and given an opportunity to lead and try out
ministry firsthand. Please pray for these interns as they learn and discern! We welcome Lizzy Schmidt!



2017 Annual Conference—Encounter the Spirit: Live Expectantly: June 20-22, 2017, St. Cloud. Join us at
Annual Conference (as a voting member or visitor) as we focus on what it means to be an Acts 2 Church and
fully claim our identity as people of Pentecost. New elements this year: TED-style talks, guest speaker
Rev. Junius B. Dotson, a camp revival, and “get engaged” workshops. Register at www.minnesotaumc.org.
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
BRIGHT SPOTS IN OUR MIDST



Fridley UMC launches new service, welcomes Liberian neighbors: A year and a half ago, Liberian couple
Rose and Emile started attending worship at Fridley UMC. When church leaders asked them “What would
we need to do to reach out to more people in the Liberian community?” they listened carefully to the input
they received. The result? A new, more contemporary worship service designed to reach others in the
Liberian community. The new “MOVE” service debuted on April 30—and 93 people came. Thanks be to God!
 Breakthrough prayer yields fruits for Community UMC: Since July 2016, dozens of members of
Community United Methodist Church in Monticello have been stopping what they’re doing at 1:23 p.m. each
day to pray. The idea is to interrupt their routine and be reminded to put Christ at the center. After the
breakthrough prayer initiative got going, some amazing things started happening. People started meeting
each other’s needs in significant ways. “When we really and truly turn things over to God and say, ‘Your will
be done,’ God has plans for us beyond our wildest imagination,” said Rev. Carrie Binnie.
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
STAY CONNECTED!
“Like” the Minnesota Annual Conference on Facebook, follow the conference on Twitter and Instagram
(@MinnesotaUMC), and sign up (at www.minnesotaumc.org) for e-newsletters. For more information about any
of the items listed above, visit www.minnesotaumc.org.
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CONNECT LOVE RESTORE
Church Council Minutes
Church Council Meeting Summary
May 11, 2017

Members Present: Judy Plein, Katie Bystrom, Jane Baker, Bruce Nelson, Jane Stone,
Crystal Henderson, Rev. Clay Oglesbee, Paul Karlen, Mardell Bartlett, Donna Dummer, and guest,
Rev. Kathleen Zielinski to preside over church conference
CHURCH CONFERENCE, Rev. Kathleen Zielinski presiding: Resolution from the Board of Trustees
and Finance Committee was approved to: (1) Designate existing permanent endowment fund
specifically for building and facility needs. (2) Place remaining parsonage funds in the permanent
endowment fund. (3) Distribute current & future undesignated funds 50% to permanent endowment
fund and 50% to current building and facility needs beyond the operating budget, unless otherwise
negotiated by Trustees and church leadership. (4) Follow the United Methodist Book of Discipline to
have the Board of Trustees receive and administer all bequests, trusts, and investments of the local
church. Investable funds are under the care of the United Methodist Foundation of the Minnesota
Annual Conference.
Giving, Resourcing, and Administration
SPRC – A farewell to Pastor Pam will be held on Sunday, May 14. Unpaid staff members were
welcomed; they begin June 1 and will be introduced to the congregation on Sunday, June 4.
Trustees – The boiler was repaired. A bid was received on range hood cleaning. Hamline foyer will
be first to get new carpeting. Spring cleaning day went well. One water heater was replaced. A new
vacuum will be ordered.
Giving - The balance sheet and treasurer’s report were reviewed. Apportionments have been paid to
date. Our bottom line is positive. The May Work of Mercy needs support.
Finance Action Item - A resolution was approved to have a study committee analyze the needs of the
church and community for current and future ministries. A report will be complete by September,
2017, to recommend a capital campaign process for both immediate facility needs and an increased
permanent endowment-building and facilities fund.
Prayer and Discipleship – Passionate Spirituality
Summer Camps and Movies – The latest camp brochure was shared.
We Make the Road by Walking – One book study group will meet at 4 p.m. on Wednesdays during
the summer.
Sunday School and Youth - Sunday School attendance continues at 10/Sunday, and youth average 6
on Wednesdays and 5 on Sundays.
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Adult Forums- No forums are scheduled for May.
Confirmation Review – Confirmation Sunday was a success. Prior to worship 4 confirmands and their
families gathered for breakfast prepared and served by the Welcoming Committee.
New Member Class – A new member class will be offered soon.
Fall Small Groups – Small groups for fall will be initiated during worship.
Signature Outreach – A signature outreach discussion was held by Pastor Clay, Judy Plein, and Bruce &
Brenda Blair. They expressed interest in children, youth, and families (especially vulnerable households);
climate change; and LGBTQ. There is interest in an inclusion statement.
Inclusion Statement – The council approved a resolution proposing two town hall meetings be held in
June and/or July to discuss and consider a statement of inclusion for all persons. A draft inclusion
statement has been prepared. 75% approval by the congregation will be required.
Prayer & Care Team – The Prayer & Care Team has been holding the Petroff family in prayer.
UMW – UMW will serve the luncheon at Mary Petroff’s funeral. UMW contributed $400 to camperships.
Christie Brown and Jane Baker are promoting and organizing kits for Annual Conference. The Love
Offering for Annual Conference will be collected in June.
UMW members question the use of Styrofoam cups. A motion was approved to change from Styrofoam
cups to recyclable paper cups for Sunday refreshments and eliminate use of paper plates wherever
possible.
Welcoming Committee – The Welcoming Committee sent Easter cards to elderly members, served the
confirmation breakfast, adopted the Petroff’s by delivering meals, served the Lenten meal, and will help
serve at the church picnic. An overview of Welcoming Committee ministries was given for the benefit of
new Council members.
Presence and Worship – Worship attendance has been positive: 15% increase in January and February,
5% increase in March and April, and 25% increase on Easter and Palm Sunday. While we have seen an
increase in attendance, we also have experienced a loss of young families and losses through death. We
need to recruit young families. March and April average worship attendance was 122, with 188 on Easter
Sunday.
Summer Church Council Meetings – Due to summer camp plans, vacations, etc., our Church Council
will meet on the following dates during the summer: Sunday, June 11, at 10:45 a.m.; Sunday, July 16, at
10:45 a.m.; and Sunday, August 20, at 10:45 a.m. We will return to the normal second Thursday in
September (Thursday, September 14) and in the months to follow.
Respectfully submitted, Jane Stone, Council Secretary
NOTE: Complete Council minutes will be approved and posted following the June meeting.
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From Our Historical Committee
Goodbye to the Old Church
A Poem by Julia B. Nelson
Red Wing, Minn., March 23, 1908
They’re tearing down the good old church
That’s stood for fifty years,
A beacon light for souls adrift.
The gift of pioneers
Who left their homes and cherished shrines,
And westward journeyed far,
Like Eastern wise men long ago
Who followed Bethlehem’s star.

“Must I be carried to the skies
On flowery beds of ease?”
The choir will sing; from chairs will rise
The answer, “If you please.”
The old church speaks of builders gone
Whence travelers ne’er return;
Of marriage vows and christened babes
And flower decked funeral urn.

Those pilgrim sons of pilgrim sires
Brought to the wild, new West
The faith that kindled altar fires
And heeded God’s behest.
No holiday was life to them,
The world no comic stage
On which to while the time away
From infancy to age.

The bell that tolled when loved ones rest
From toil and pain began
May smite the air when we are blest
Beyond life’s little span.
From grander tower it cannot sound
A greater depth of woe
Than it has reached and echoed ‘round
In tones of long ago.

Those consecrated walls they reared,
And there in prayer and praise
Both young and old His name revered
Who guided all their ways;
Who brought them out of Egypt’s dark
And through the war’s Red Sea,
Past Marah’s fount, and blessed the ark
Where brethren did agree.
They say the old church had its day
And served its time full well,
And now a modern church must rise
Of modern thought to tell.
The old church windows sifted through
The light of other days,
But will not do for temple new
With up-to-date displays.

It yet may peal in notes of joy
The while our graves are green,
But never more the good old church
By mortal may be seen.
It’s voice may evermore be heard;
Though dead it yet will speak
To comfort hearts by sorrow stirred,
To energize the weak.
We may behold the new church rise
In beauty and in power,
The spirit of the pioneers
Will be its richest dower.
‘Tis but the body can decay,
The spirit lives for aye,
Yet we, who loved it, sadly say
“Goodbye, old church, goodbye.”

The seats must go. ‘Tis plain to see
They try the modern spine;
“Seats of the scornful” they would be
Amid surroundings fine.
The time may come when cushioned pews,
No longer rest the saints;
Reclining chairs instead they’ll use
In times which fancy paints.

The Old Methodist Church now
being dismantled to make room
for a more modern structure.
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Urban Cross
(Service
Camp)

June 11 -17
Away Camp ($240)
7th-12th grade and Adults

Vacation
Bible
School

YEL LEGO
X Camp

June 26-29
9 a.m. -12:30 p.m. ($5)
3 yrs - 4th Grade

July 10 - 14
9 a.m. - 12 p.m.
($56)
1st-5th Grade

Geek
Week

Art With
Erin

Wilderness
Camp

July 10 - 14
9 a.m. - 12 p.m.
($20)
5th-12th Grade

July 24-27
9 a.m. - 12 p.m.
($15)
1st- 12th Grade &
Adults

Participants provide hands-on service on St.
Paul’s East Side through a variety of projects
that meet the needs of the community
homeowners and other non-profit
organizations. Serve, grow, connect, worship!

Spark Imagination With Faith-Building Fun!
Imagine a world where curious kids become handson inventors who discover they're lovingly crafted
by God. Spark creativity with interactive decoration
and experiences!

For LEGO builders ready for a
challenge! Students use Lego projects to
investigate engineering concepts. We keep it
fun with open ended, creative projects for the
students.

If Magic the Gathering, Dixit , Pandemic and
Pokemon Go are familiar to you, then Geek Week is
the camp for you! Not familiar but love hanging out
with friends and playing games, it’s still the camp for you. What
can games teach us about being a Jesus follower in 2017?

As we learn about God’s love for us and others, we
will create beautiful ART through: *mandalas
*zendoodle *collage *monoprints and more! Art
supplies are provided. YOU provide the CREATIVITY.

August 3-9
Away Camp ($225)
Intergenerational

Based at Kowakan Camp in the Boundary
Waters. Enjoy a canoe adventure in the
wilderness. Focus on Christ, creation and
community! Learn canoe and camping skills
on day trips on a beautiful lake!
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Connect to God, Grow in Love, Serve in the World

Lead Pastor
Rev. Clay Oglesbee
Email: redwingrev@gmail.com
Cell: 507-251-9283

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

Care Coordinator
Jane Stone
janestone1125@msn.com
CYF Assistant
Crystal Henderson
sorenson.crystal@yahoo.com

Pastor of Children, Youth and Family Ministries
Pastor Amanda Larsen
Email: pastoramandalarsen@gmail.com
Cell: 507-884-9835

Office Phone
651-388-3262

Administrative Assistant
Cindy Johnston
Email: methodistadmin@msn.com

Church Office Hours
Monday – Friday 11:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.

Music Director
Kim Cory
Email: snkcory@gmail.com

General Church Email
redwingmethodist@msn.com

Sunday Worship
9:30 a.m.
Fellowship
10:30 a.m.
----------------------------------------------------We Make the Road
by Walking book study
4:00 p.m.
On Wednesdays for summer
only

Community Meals in June
Sundays June 11, 18, and 25
Served at 5:00 p.m.
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