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The First Word
October 2017
First United Methodist Church ~ 403 East Ave. Red Wing, MN 55066

Our Vision: Connect to God, Grow in Love, Serve in the World
“God, of your goodness, give me yourself, for you are enough for me….
In you, I have all.” –Julian of Norwich

“God Is On the Move” Service Group, October 18-22
We are experimenting with a new community service venture for all youth currently in grades 5-12 in
our own church, other churches and youth from the community. The cost will be $30 per person
(scholarships available). It is scheduled for October 18-22. An Event Overview: This will be a Missiontrip and church lock-in combined to serve neighbors in our Red Wing community. Some examples of
projects we plan to do include: minor home repair, assisting Jordan Towers and non-profits in town
with beautification projects, including fall gardening activities, washing windows, and mowing lawns.
We may also send groups to the food shelf, nursing home, and senior centers to assist with volunteer
work there.
Our goal is to do work that will help those in our own town. We want the youth to learn how to volunteer in their community. The work teams will be a mix of youth with adult supervisors from our own
church and other churches they attend. They will have time when we first gather on Wednesday night
to get to know each other and doing some team building activities. The evenings will be spent together
as a large group with an evening worship and structured social time to hang out and play together. Friday night will be a community event in the park with a meal served and music and fellowship with our
teams! For questions, to register, or for more information please contact Crystal Henderson, our Family
Ministries Assistant, at 651-212-3963 or email Crystal at rwfumcyouth@gmail.com

Special Church Conference, October 22, 10:40 a.m.
All church members of the First United Methodist Church, Red Wing, are encouraged to be present in
worship on Sunday, October 22, and to remain afterward briefly for a special church conference. The
purpose of the conference is to address a single resolution brought to the church by the church council
which affirms our openness to full inclusion of all persons in worship and all aspects of our ministries.
The resolution notes support for full inclusion of persons who might not be welcomed in various other
settings. The voting will be by written ballot, and there is an informal understanding that it will be
adopted only with 70% support of members present and casting a ballot. The resolution follows below:
First United Methodist Church of Red Wing celebrates that ALL persons are God’s children, created in God’s
image and of sacred worth. We affirm our congregation’s commitment to spiritual diversity, individual
integrity and right to conscience before God. Our faith calls us to be in intentional ministry to, with and for,
all people, including those who have not always been accepted because of race, ethnicity, nationality,
gender identity, sexual orientation, age, physical abilities/qualities, socio/economic status, family make-up,
or religious background. We respectfully advocate for full legal, civil and ecclesial rights for all persons.
We are a community of Jesus Christ seeking to welcome all.
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October 2017 Worship
Our October Work of Mercy is for the Hope Coalition.
The texts marked in bold are key for each Sunday.

Sunday, October 1—World Communion Sunday
Sermon: The Flow of Grace
Scripture: Luke 15:11-3
Preaching: Pastor Clay Oglesbee
Sacrament of Holy Communion, Work of Mercy Offering for the Hope Coalition (which works for the
safety and care of vulnerable women and children facing abuse or neglect.)
Important Mission Note: Crop Walk begins at 1:00 from Central Park. All are invited to join in
contributing and walking to relieve local and global hunger.

Sunday, October 8—Children’s Sabbath
Sharing Journeys of Faith
Scripture: Mark 12:28-30, Galatians 1:11-2:1
Preaching: Pastor Amanda Larsen
Important Note: Dedication of Sunday School Staff

Sunday, October 15—Laity Sunday, Recognition of the Older Members
Living As Covenant Community: Memory and Identity
Scripture: Mark 3:1 -19, Luke 22:21-34
Preaching: Laity will preach today

Sunday, October 22— 23rd Sunday after Pentecost
FEEDING ON THE WORD-THE MIND OF CHRIST (Scripture)
10/22—Why Do We Call the Bible God’s Word?
Scripture: Luke 4:14-30, Psalm 119:97-105, John 1:1-18
Preaching: Pastor Amanda Larsen

Sunday, October 29—Reformation Sunday: 500th Anniversary
Studying Scripture As Spiritual Discipline
Scripture: Mark 10:17-22, John 10:1-10
Preaching: Reverend Kathleen Zielinski

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Forum on11/12 and 11/19–Understanding Culture and Intercultural Competency.
Culture is a vast and broadly influential part of our daily lives. There are times when we are clearly aware of its
impact, but many other times where its effects are more subtle. This is especially true when our culture intersects
or conflicts with different cultures. Peter Larsen, a Chemistry Professor at the University of Minnesota - Rochester,
will offer a two-part series, including a personal inventory on intercultural competency for participants, interpretations of our shared cultural experience, and ways we can grow in intercultural competency together. Peter is
Pastor Amanda’s husband.
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Just One More Thing… from Pastor Clay Oglesbee
Mission: To make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world

The Audacity of Agreement, 1 Corinthians 1:10-18
In July 2004, then - Senator Barack Obama first touched our country’s public imagination
with one particularly well-turned phrase. He reminded us that for all the discord and
struggle to be found in our history as a nation, we have always been guided by what he
called “the audacity of hope.” He said, “A government that truly represents … Americans...will have to be constructed from the best of our traditions and will have to account for
the darker aspects of our past. We will need to understand just how we got to this place, this
land of warring factions and tribal hatreds. And we’ll need to remind ourselves, despite all
our differences, just how much we share: common hopes, common dreams, a bond that will
not break.” That is “the audacity of hope.”
Now, what do we think about that phrase as it applies to Christian life and faith in our families, our relationships, our communities, and in our local churches, even in our nation and
world? Don’t you agree that Christians certainly express an audacity of hope when we say
that we believe in the Spirit-guided ministry of Jesus Christ, the healing of the sick, the
proclaiming of the kingdom of God, and in the hope of the resurrection? A people of God
capable of such immense and audacious hopes as these, should also be capable of a corresponding, dynamic, audacity of agreement in our marriages, our relationships, and our
churches. This would mean sharing, as Paul says, “the same mind that was in Christ Jesus.”
This would mean sharing the mind that is loving, peaceful, joyful, good, forgiving and generous.
The deep love and generous mind of Christ accepts disagreement and even contradiction until they can be resolved. But this audacity of agreement is not easy to achieve!
2017 is the 109th anniversary of the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity. Think about
that for a moment, and the irony may catch up with you! In 1908, the Rev. Paul Wattson,
founder of the Franciscan Friars of the Atonement, suggested and started the practice that
during this week of the year eight days of prayer be set aside for Christian unity. At the
time, of course, the prayer was for the re-uniting of all Christian groups within Catholicism. So there was a little built-in resistance, a little built-in controversy, a little built-in
disagreement even about the prayer’s content. No wonder there was not immediate and
audacious agreement! Yet through the years, the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity has
become a fixed point on every mainstream Christian calendar. Why! Not because everyone suddenly thought it would be the right thing to return to Catholicism, but because we
all boldly agreed that we are indeed united as Christians! We share union of our hearts without unanimity of our opinions.
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Pastor Amanda's Enthusiastic Endorsement: Wisdom All Around
Four months in, you all have likely figured out that I’m a reader. In my family lore, I
was once discovered reading the tent instruction manual when caught without a book
on a camping trip. My StrengthsFinder’s inventory suggested one of my strengths is
“input,” that is, I take in a lot of information. (It also means you want me on your team
in a trivia contest!)

I’ve long known that if I’m listening, God is speaking. Discerning her voice isn’t always
easy. Sometimes I need filters to figure out if the insight comes from God or wishful
thinking on my part. But when I’m paying attention, I get “aha’s” all the time.
Take last night, when I was reading a Sci-Fi novel. One of the characters had very valuable advice as she was
preparing to help an underling through a public relations debacle. “When your young life offered its first disaster,
naturally it loomed large. After you’d survived dozens, you basically just told the next one to take a number and
get in line.”
As I was going to sleep, trying to let go of three bad things that had happened that day, Cordelia’s words were
God’s wisdom for me. Perspective, perspective, perspective, Amanda. Give your energy to one thing at a time.
Books, movies, conversations with friends, and TED Talks are all places where God speaks. How and where are
you listening for God’s wisdom?

Sunday School Update
Sunday School began on September 10. As of this writing, we have seen 21 different kids in Sunday School and
have had 12 different volunteers. Attendance the first Sunday was 15 kids, the next week it was 16. We are
offering classes for three age groups, including a class that has post-confirmation students in it. This is especially
exciting, because often after confirmation, youth end their participation in the life of the church—we are changing
this trend.
We need volunteers for 4 Sundays in October. Many of our volunteers are scheduled on a week-to-week basis.
They are in ministry by being a caring adult presence in the room, learning from the kids while another volunteer
does the planning and teaching. This means all they need to do is show up on Sunday. If this sounds like a way for
you to be involved in the Children, Youth and Families ministries of our church, please contact Pastor Amanda to
get on the list. Many hands make light the work!

Youth Group Update
Youth group meets Wednesday evenings at the church from 6:00-7:30. Our group includes students from grades
5-12. This year we are using “mystery destinations” to help make connections between the Bible and today. For
example, we plan to go to a bakery to talk about the parable of the yeast (or leaven) Jesus uses to talk about the
Kingdom of God. Our youth group provides a place where youth can have safe conversations about the joys and
concerns of their lives. Please pray for our group that we can be blessed with relevance, fun, and life
transformation in this coming year!

Grandparent’s Day Breakfast
Thank you to the Men’s Cooking Group for preparing the meal, the Welcoming Committee for serving the meal
and the Children/Youth/Families budget for a donation to pay for this event. Donations helped offset the cost of
this event within our church budget. While attendance was lower than we had hoped, providing this event
allowed us to do outreach at movie night in the park, in local stores and in the Red Wing paper. We want our
community to know we are a church where “things are happening” for children, youth and families. Our next
intergenerational outreach event will be November 19, with a Harvest Jamboree in the afternoon.
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Discipling
Growing in Grace
This season in worship we are inviting people to share a time in their lives where they experienced some kind of
life transformation guided by God. Perhaps once you involved God in your weight loss, the pounds finally stayed
off. Maybe you finally forgave someone who wronged you long ago. It could be that saying “yes” to a volunteer
opportunity created space for God to work through you. In each of these things, with God’s help, a specific part of
your life was changed—for the better. Sharing and hearing these stories of transformation helps us all better
notice the possibilities for God to work in our own lives.
Pastor Amanda shared a moment in worship on September 17. This moment follows below, along with some background on how she put the pieces together. If you are interested in blessing the congregation with your own
“Growing in Grace” moment, please contact Pastor Amanda or Pastor Clay.
This is the story of a time when I
They are eager to help you process and write your story to share in worship.
knew I wasn’t the best version of
Earlier this year I was in a conversation with someone I'd never met, and
myself. As I was writing I thought
likely would never talk to again. Near the end of the conversation they said
about the specifics of the moment
something that I felt I needed to respond to. I did have my pastor hat on at
and how I was feeling. I tried to
discern what I did wrong, and how it the time, that is, it was clear from the nature of the conversation I was
might fit into a pattern of mistakes I speaking and acting as a pastor. With their last remark, I was hurt by what
they said--not because it was about me or anything that had to do with me,
make over and over again. Then I
but because I felt like I was being set up to agree with them. My response
read through it, looking for what
might be universal in my story, and was to say, “I understood where they were coming from, but they weren’t
going to change my mind.”
turned that into the confession
prayer.
After the conversation I dwelled on it for hours. My chest hurt, right here,
and I kept feeling worse and worse about how the conversation ended. Me
and the Holy Spirit were going around about what I could have done
differently. I felt like I'd responded with
grace and integrity, but it still didn't seem like enough.
Will you join me in prayer? Holy One, I am grateful for your nudges even when I get stuck and frustrated and
can't see a way forward. I confess I'd prefer to choose the easy way and not work through hard things.
Help me to keep myself in the struggle, to keep moving closer to the person you call me to be. Amen.
This part is the “words of assurAfter about an hour of more intense time with the Spirit, I came to realize what
ance.” I’m trying to explain how
I wished I'd done...I wanted to respond with grace, integrity and a bridge. I
I’m working toward putting the
wanted to give the person permission to think differently and have a place
prayer we just prayed into action.
where they could also listen for Spirit’s promptings to change.
If I had a specific example of a
Because of this whole experience, I have a plan for next time (grace, integrity
follow up, I could have included it
and a bridge) and my chest doesn't hurt any more. I’ve completely let this
here. A good question to think
difficult conversation go. It's one step in the direction I'm being lead to more
about here is “How is God helping
grace-filled living.
me change? How is God active in
this specific area of my life?”

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------THANK YOU from the Stone family for the many expressions of sympathy on the death of
Bob's mother, Esabelle. We especially appreciate Pastor Clay's time spent with us at Esabelle's bedside at the nursing home and during funeral planning, as well as his compassionate
officiating at the funeral and interment. Thanks to all who called, sent cards, attended the
funeral, and made memorial contributions. What a blessing it is to be part of a caring church
family! --Bob and Jane Stone
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Outreach and Missions
FOOD SHELF
The RED WING FOOD SHELF depends on donations. Please put a nonperishable food item--such as
peanut butter, macaroni and cheese, or cereal—in the collection box in the foyer, or a check
designated for the Food Shelf in the offering plate. Every gift is appreciated.

ECONO RECEIPTS
Please continue to put your Econo receipts in the box in Hamline Foyer. We have almost reached our
goal of $150,000 for which the store will give us $1,000. Receipts from 2015 and 2016 are currently
accepted.

Mission Market
The Mission Market continues to show a bountiful harvest of fresh vegetables as
well as transitioning to ornamental items at this time of year. As we consider
the tremendous damage and loss of life caused by recent hurricanes, and now a
massive earthquake in Mexico, we are grateful for the bounty we have received from God. This in spite
of storms, cooler than usual weather, and poor seed germination.
In a special appeal Heifer International, the recipient of monetary donations, tells of a massive flood
causing mud slides that occurred in August in Nepal. Heifer staff in Nepal report more than 20,000
project families are affected. Heifer will be reconstructing animal sheds and housing as well as
replacing animals: goats, chickens, cows, and other suitable animals.
While our year-end donation may or may not help the families of Nepal, it will allow Heifer to place
animals and educate the owners in how to care for them. I thank you for your generous donations of
produce and money. The market will continue into October, so continue to check out the available
produce.
As of Sunday, September17 $1,066 has been contributed.
Mardell Bartlett

Box Tops for Education
We continue to collect box tops to send to McCurdy School in Espanola, NM.
McCurdy has been associated with the church, First Evangelical United Brethren
and then United Methodist after our merger, since 1907. The school first
provided teachers and business people. Currently it has an accredited program
and uses the money raised by the box tops to add to classroom materials and equipment.
Donations of box tops are on many products besides General Mills cereals, so watch carefully and bring
your clipped box tops to the connection center box in the Hamline Commons for McCurdy.
Mardell Bartlett
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Outreach and Missions
Summer Lunch Program 2017
Our Red Wing First United Methodist Church for the last four summers has provided volunteers to help serve
summer meals to the youth of Red Wing. The Red Wing United Methodist Church Council wishes to express our
thanks to the Red Wing United Methodist volunteers who assisted at the Colvill Family Center on each Monday for
this past summer.
The “Summer Lunch Program” is a joint venture with the Red Wing United Way, Red Wing Public Schools,
“Hunger Free Kids Network” and “Every Hand Joined” offering meals to the following serving sites: Colvill Family
Center, Pepin Woods Trailer Park, Spring Creek Park, YMCA, and Jefferson, Red Wing High School, Anderson
Center, and SparkZ Program.
The summer lunch program has finished for this summer of 2017. The final numbers have been finalized. The
response has been overwhelming with hundreds of volunteers from several churches and organizations willing to
staff and serve meals to children and families for the summer of 2017.
The following numbers summarize this past summer’s efforts of the Summer Lunch Program.
 14,361 first meals served to children
 482 seconds meals served to children
 715 adult meals served
 197 high school supper night meals served
 15,755 total meals served for the summer of 2017
 Thousands of hours of volunteer hours were provided by a host of Red Wing churches, civic groups and
businesses
 This has been an eleven fold increase over the last four summers
Sponsor and Lunch Provider: Red Wing School District Food Service
Ethan Seaberg, “Summer Lunch Program” coordinator and a member from St. Paul’s Lutheran church, stated the
following: “Looks like we will be back for the summer of 2018. It looks like a very successful summer lunch
program, and we’ll let no moss grow on this rolling stone.”
Thank you volunteers,
From the Red Wing First United Methodist Church Council

Crop Walk - October 1
Thanks to everyone who walked, sponsored, or otherwise helped with this year’s CROP Walk. Results will
be published in next month’s newsletter.
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Women’s Ministry
Circle Meetings
All women are invited to our October meetings:
Eve Circle—Monday, October 9—9:30 am
Ruth Circle—Tuesday, October 10—1:00 pm
Rummage Sale Set up—Sunday, Oct.15--Oct.19
Mission Team—Wednesday, October 25, 2 pm

Rummage Sale--October 19-20
Donations can be put in the 4th Street coat area beginning the week of October 8.
Set up--Sunday, October 15, about 5 pm. Both men and women are needed to set up tables and display racks.
Watch the bulletin for specific time.
Unpack and display--Workers will be welcome during the week—Monday through Thursday (9 am till about 4 pm)
--to unpack and display, and again on Friday afternoon to pack and clean up. Signup sheets will be in the Connection Center after October 8.
Lunch will be served Friday. Kitchen help and donations of bars will be appreciated.
If you have left a cake pan or other serving dish in the church kitchen, please pick it up before the rummage sale.
Otherwise it may get sold!
This sale is a great fund-raiser for the UMW with the proceeds going to our church needs, community projects, and
mission efforts.
If you have any questions or would like to help, contact Jane Baker (388-9127,
janekbaker@yahoo.com).
The Funeral Committee for October is: Inez Chicquette, Krista Early, and Ruth Ann Lyndon

Prayer and Care Ministry

DO YOU HAVE A PRAYER REQUEST? Perhaps you or a family member or a friend is experiencing a physical or
mental health concern. Maybe someone you know is facing a life-altering decision. Or perhaps you know a family
who has lost a loved one. The power of prayer in all situations is unlimited.
Our church has two groups that respond to prayer requests. The prayer chain is a group of “prayer warriors”
who receive requests by telephone or email and pray daily for at least two weeks for the concern; the Prayer and
Care Ministry Team meets twice a month to share concerns and lift them in prayer. The Team maintains the Prayer Board in Hamline Foyer to inform the congregation of prayers concerns.
Prayer requests can be made by filling out the yellow prayer cards in the pews during a worship service or contacting the pastors, church office (388-3262), or Jane Baker (388-9127). All concerns are kept confidential unless
permission is given to put them in the bulletin or on the Prayer Board. If you would like to participate in the prayer
chain, please contact the pastor or church office.
The Prayer and Care Ministry Team will return to its fall schedule in September,
meeting Tuesdays, October 10 and 24, at 11 am, in the Friendship Room. If you
have prayer requests or joys, please contact Jane Baker (388-9127;
janekbaker@yahoo.com) or put them on a yellow prayer card in the church pew
and drop it in the offering plate.
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CONFERENCE CONNECTIONS
All United Methodist churches are connected through shared mission and ministry and united in their efforts
to grow in love of God and neighbor, reach new people, and heal a broken world. Check out these news tidbits
from the Minnesota Annual Conference, which serves all 360 United Methodist churches in the state.





Bringing hope amid tragedy: Hurricane Harvey has devastated Texas and the broader Gulf Coast, damaging more than 87,000 homes and leaving dozens of people dead. In Freetown, Sierra Leone, more than
1,000 people have died in mudslides that have damaged tens of thousands of homes. “This is not a time to
theologize on why disasters occur,” said Bishop Bruce R. Ough. “This is time to act in love in order to help
our sisters and brothers who are victims of these tragic events.” Three ways you can help:
1. Offer funds. Through the United Methodist Committee on Relief (www.umcor.org), use U.S. Disaster Response Advance #901670 for Harvey relief efforts and International Response Advance #982450 for Sierra
Leone relief efforts.
2. Offer spiritual and emotional support. Remind those in mourning that God weeps with them and that
God comforts through all trials. Pray for all whose lives and livelihoods have been impacted by the floods,
and for those providing rescue and recovery assistance.
3. Offer practical help. United Methodists who are trained first responders are already on the ground to
help, and time is coming soon when more practical help will be needed to rebuild homes, schools, churches, and businesses that have been inundated in Texas or buried under the mud in Sierra Leone.
Returning the sacred Red Rock: The Minnesota Conference is in the early stages of making plans to return a granite boulder located on the grounds of Newport United Methodist Church to the Dakota, who
consider the “Red Rock” to be a sacred object. Dakotas-Minnesota Area Bishop Bruce R. Ough, members of
Newport UMC, and representatives of the conference Commission on Native American Ministry have been
in conversation with Dakota tribal elders and have begun to identify a process for returning the Red Rock
to the Dakota. A precise timeline hasn’t yet been established, but the hope is to create a thoughtful process
that includes opportunities for Minnesota United Methodists to build relationships with Dakota spiritual
leaders and perhaps participate in a series of ceremonies designed by the Dakota. “We live in Dakota and
Ojibwa lands—land systematically taken from the Dakota and Ojibwa through treaties violated or broken
by the U.S. government, land long sacred to its native inhabitants,” said Bishop Ough. “This is the moment
for the Minnesota Annual Conference of The United Methodist Church to lead the entire state down this
path of healing and reconciliation.”

BRIGHT SPOT IN OUR MIDST
 Evangel UMC turns dwindling VBS into booming Mega Kids Camp: Five years ago, only 42 kids attended Evangel UMC’s summer Vacation Bible School (VBS)—significantly fewer than previous years. So the
next year, the Rochester church replaced traditional VBS with a “Mega Sports Camp” (now Mega Kids
Camp). Each of four camp days includes activities in one of several tracks that each child chooses from,
along with exciting music, bible lessons, playful skits, and sports stories. In 2017, 270 kids and 105 volunteers participated. Thanks be to God!
STAY CONNECTED!
“Like” the Minnesota Annual Conference on Facebook, follow the conference on Twitter and Instagram
(@MinnesotaUMC), and sign up (at www.minnesotaumc.org) for e-newsletters. For more information about
any of the items listed above, visit www.minnesotaumc.org.
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Church Council Minutes Summary
CONNECT, LOVE, RESTORE
Draft of Minutes from September 14 meeting for your information
Members Present: Pastor Clay Oglesbee, Pastor Amanda Larsen, Mardell Bartlett, Crystal Henderson, Paul Karlen, Judy Plein, Bruce Nelson, Jane Stone, Andrea Ramberg, Jane Baker, Don Featherstone
Chair Judy called the meeting to order at 6:33 p.m. She provided a devotion on memories, based on Psalm 105,
and offered an opening prayer. Paul made a motion to approve the August minutes. It was seconded by Jane
Baker and unanimously approved.
Giving, Resourcing, and Administration
Giving/Financial Report – In the absence of Finance Chair Guy DeLeon, Paul went over highlights of the Treasurer’s Report. Net income from the pie social was $2387.06. A response envelope will be included next year.
UMCOR and food shelf giving has increased over last year. We are paying our apportionments in full.
Paul, on behalf of the Finance Committee, submitted the preliminary 2018 budget for approval. It was unanimously approved and will be finalized after the stewardship drive.
Pastor Clay mentioned the possibility of an Investing in Congregations Grant to help with programming for children/youth/families and vulnerable adults.
Missions Support – CROP Walk is October 1. There was discussion on giving to HOPE Coalition; in addition to
the budgeted $1200, UMW gives $300.
SPRC – Don reported that SPRC will meet September 28 at 6:30. Staff evaluations are done. A charge conference
will be held this fall with another in early- to mid-December. Our maintenance person, Bill, is out due to back
problems.
Trustees - Bruce reminded us that carpet removal is at 8 a.m. tomorrow morning, September 15. New carpet
will be laid Monday morning, September 18. The facility needs audit will be complete mid-October. The roof
leak is awaiting repair; thankfully, there has been no rain. The signage “For families with children” is being removed from the back pews.
There is a drainage problem at the front sidewalk. The city will do the work; we will pay the cost. Bruce made a
motion to approve sidewalk and roof repairs. It was seconded by Paul. Mardell offered an amendment, seconded by Jane Stone, to include “approximate costs based on current estimates.” Estimates are $3250 for the sidewalk work and $1500 for the roof repair. The amendment and amended motion were unanimously approved.
Capital Campaign & Legacy Fund – Preliminary information will be available at our next meeting. The appeal
will probably take place during Lent and be complete by Easter. We need to know that all church leaders are on
board and need to decide whether or not we wish to hire a consultant.
Prayer & Discipleship
Companions in Christ – This new emphasis is on spiritual life, prayer, and “companioning” one another in
Christ. It will include small groups, devotional booklets, and lay witnesses. The hope is that this will transform
the congregation and touch hearts.
Town Hall Meeting – The September 17 Town Hall Meeting will explain the focus on Companions in Christ for
the coming year and the resolution on inclusion. Clay shared a handout that will be provided to those who attend.
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Pastor Amanda suggested that we consider the prayer of a pastor in a church affected by recent hurricanes:
“Send us the people no one else wants.”
Witness & Service
Sunday Supper – Council serves Sunday Supper on Sunday, September 17. Members are asked to wear their
First UMC T-shirts and report at 2:30.
Mission Market – Donations are over $800, and the hope is that $1000 will be reached.
Prayer & Care Team – Jane Baker reported that the Prayer & Care Team continues to meet twice a month to
pray for our church, congregation members, community, and world.
CROP Walk – Jane Baker reported that the CROP Walk takes place October 1. Our church office will be open, and
we will loan our portable PA system for use in the park.
UMW – Rummage sale is October 19-20, and many items are already being contributed.
Welcoming Committee – Jane Stone reported that Welcoming Committee members served the Rally Sunday/
Grandparents’ Day breakfast. Their scheduled meeting for Tuesday may be cancelled due to lack of agenda
items.
Witness & Service
Project Mondema – This is on hold for now.
Presence & Worship – Upcoming learning opportunities include a Breakthrough Workshop on Becoming a Missional Church on October 7 and the River Valley District Day on October 14.
October Service Camp – Crystal provided information on the October service camp. Many contacts have been
made, and she has at least five individuals/groups that have work to be done.
Next Meeting
Thursday, October 12 at 6:30 p.m.
A motion to adjourn was made by Mardell, seconded by Crystal, and unanimously approved. The meeting was
adjourned at 8 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,
Jane Stone, Secretary

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Mayo Clinic Health System RW Auxiliary Volunteer Services Annual Lunch Break
Date: Thursday, November 2
Time: 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
Place: First Lutheran Church, 615 West. 5th St., Red Wing
Cost: $5 in advance

$6 at the door
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Enjoy a lunch of hearty soups, bread, desserts
and beverages. Preview fall fashion through a
style show. Purchase homemade baked goods
and auxiliary gift shop items. Prize drawings
held throughout the event. All profits used to
support scholarships for area high school and
MSCS students, the Childbirth Education Program, Books for Pediatrics and other outreach
projects. Tickets are available at the clinic gift
shop and from individual auxiliary volunteers.
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Care Ministries Report - From Jane Stone, Care Coordinator
During worship on Sunday, October 15, we will celebrate the older members of our congregation. I encourage
you to think about those elders who have been important in your life—parents, grandparents, friends, neighbors,
etc.
There were two older women with whom I was especially close during my growing-up years. I had only one
grandmother, as my father’s mother had died shortly after he was born. Grandma Miller, my mother’s mother,
lived out in the country in a small house not far from the Tannery, where Grandpa worked. Six months before he
planned to retire, Grandpa had gall bladder surgery, which resulted in complications and his death. Grandma
had been a mother and grandmother—she had never been employed, and she had never driven a car. After
Grandpa’s death, she needed a job, as she could not collect even a portion of Grandpa’s pension. Grandma
learned how to drive, bought a car, and got a job as a cook at the Vasa Children’s Home. She was an inspiration to
me, especially when I debated returning to college at age 45 to become a teacher. I thought that if Grandma
could do all that she had done, certainly I could go back to school!
Another woman who influenced me while I was growing up was Nancy Olander, our neighbor and friend, who
was also my third-grade teacher. I was so excited when I learned that I would be in her classroom. My only fear
was that I would call her “Nancy” instead of “Mrs. Olander.” That didn’t happen, although once—to my great
embarrassment—I called her “Mom” while in class! Nancy was a teacher ahead of her time, teaching in an
interdisciplinary manner long before that term existed. We would leave the classroom to hike across the field
and up the hill, where we would study the wildflowers, sketch the school building, and search for the longest
shed snakeskin to display in our classroom. Nancy lived just a mile and a half down the road from us and had
two horses. We sometimes rode horseback together, and I was a frequent visitor at her home. She had beautiful
flower gardens! Nancy’s mother, Grandma Thompson (my “other grandma”), lived with her. Grandma
Thompson would sit in her rocking chair by the dining room window. She was blind, but she knitted beautiful
things; for Christmas we always received mittens she had made.
At church, there were many older folks who encouraged and inspired me. When I was 15 and a sophomore in
high school, Palma Englehart called me and asked me to be the youth representative on the Membership and
Evangelism Commission. My parents agreed to drive me to town for the monthly meetings, and that began my
experiences with church leadership. One of the first responsibilities I had was helping with the annual all-church
picnic at the Methodist Campus in Old Frontenac. We were in charge of the games, and my assignment was to
help Dave Grunzke with the penny hunt. Dave went to the lumberyard and got a load of sawdust, picked me up,
and we went to the picnic area, where we dumped the sawdust in a big pile. Then we threw pennies in the sawdust for the youngest children to find. There were sack races for all ages and a raw egg toss for couples. Worship
was in the chapel, and the potluck meal was wonderful. What a great introduction to church leadership, fueled
by food, fun, and fellowship!

My memories have been submitted for our memories book.
What about yours?

I’m still accepting stories. Please get them to me as soon as possible!
We hope to have the booklet ready by October 15,
when we celebrate our elders.
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Saturday

SHIFT

River Valley
District Day

October 14,
2017

CONNECT

BE EQUIPPED Breakout sessions relate to Phil

Join clergy and lay members of the River Valley District for
a day of fellowship, worship and learning. Come for the
whole day or stay for just part of the day.

Maynard’s book Shift: Helping Congregations Back into the
Game of Effective Ministry

BE INSPIRED

Fellowship to Hospitality - Hospitality goes far beyond greeting a
visitor on Sunday morning. It includes the first impressions we make in
our community, welcoming visitors, and enfolding them into the life of
the congregation. (Rev. Kelly Lamon and Katie Matson-Daley
presenting)

Keynote Speakers
Bishop Bruce Ough, Resident Bishop of DakotasMinnesota Episcopal Area
Rev. Cynthia Williams, River Valley District
Superintendent

“Serve Us” to Service - Our Wesleyan heritage places a strong
emphasis on “transforming the world”. Learn practical steps to shift
from an inward to an outward focus. (District Lay Leader Bob Newman
presenting)

SCHEDULE
8:30-9 am: Gathering and coffee
9-10 am: Morning worship-Bishop Ough preaching
10-11:30 am: Breakout Session #1
11:30 am-12:15 pm: Lunch
12:15-1:45 pm: Breakout Session #2
2-3 pm: Closing Worship-DS Cynthia Williams preaching

“Leading the Charge without Getting Trampled” - Leading effectively
through change is a critical skill for both clergy and laity. Creating a
sense of urgency, communicating well, inviting dialogue while
managing the pace are a few of the practices covered in this session.
(Revs. Luke & Bethany Nelson presenting)
Worship as a Lifestyle - Worship Services remain the “front door” to
our Congregation. How can we make worship more engaging and
transformational? (Revs. Cooper Wiggen & Elizabeth Macaulay
presenting)

LOCATION
Stewartville United Methodist Church
600 John Wesley Avenue NW
Stewartville, MN 55976-1646

Membership to Discipleship: A Blueprint for Discipleship - Discipleship
is at the core of our mission. This session will help us gain clarity on
what it means to make disciples and how to create a process for
building disciples. (Rev. Cindy Yanchury presenting)

COST $20 per person (includes lunch)
REGISTER Be one of the first 10 to register

Membership to Discipleship: Effective Small Groups - The key tool for
making disciples is small groups. Learn strategies for creating groups
that minister to people at different stages of the discipleship journey,
including “Connect” groups, “Growth” groups, and “Covenant”
(accountability) groups. (Rev. Nate Larson and Lindsey Nuehring
presenting)

and receive a free copy of Shift: Helping Congregations
Back into the Game of Effective Ministry by Phil Maynard.
Register online at https://mnumcreg.brtapp.com/RVDistrictDay201771 by September 30th.

CHILD CARE AVAILABLE

CONTACT PERSON
Laurie Huston, District Administrative Assistant
612-230-6153 or Laurie.Huston@minnesotaumc.org

if requested at time of registration
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Phone: 651-388-3262

Red Wing, MN
Permit No. 249

Connect to God, Grow in Love, Serve in the World

Lead Pastor
Rev. Clay Oglesbee
Email: redwingrev@gmail.com
Cell: 507-251-9283

Care Coordinator
Jane Stone
janestone1125@msn.com
Children, Youth and Family (CYF) Assistant
Crystal Henderson
rwfumcyouth@gmail.com

Pastor of Children, Youth and Family Ministries
Pastor Amanda Larsen
Email: pastoramandalarsen@gmail.com
Cell: 507-884-9835

Office Phone
651-388-3262

Administrative Assistant
Cindy Johnston
Email: methodistadmin@msn.com

Church Office Hours
Monday – Friday 11:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.

Music Director
Kim Cory
Email: snkcory@gmail.com

Sunday Worship
Fellowship
Sunday school
Adult Forums

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

General Church Email
redwingmethodist@msn.com

9:30 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
10:40 a.m.
10:45 a.m.

Community Meals in October
Sundays October 8, 15, and 22
Served at 5:00 p.m.
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