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The First Word 
December 2017  

First United Methodist Church ~ 403 East Ave.  Red Wing, MN 55066 

Our Vision:  Connect to God, Grow in Love, Serve in the World 

“Waiting is open-ended….Trusting that something will be fulfilled, but fulfilled according to the promise, and 
not just according to our wishes….Hope is always open-ended.”   --Henry Nouwen 

 

Advent Theme:  “Wait for It…” –God Is with Us            
This year’s theme has a touch of humor—and a serious intent.  In popular speech 
just now and at least since the television series, “How I Met Your Mother,” “Wait 
for it!” is a humorous reference to a punch-line or drama-heightening resolution 
of something we all know is coming in a joke or situation.  However, in our series, 
we are emphasizing the actual drama of Advent and the coming of the Christ.  As 
Henry Nouwen, once wrote, (According to the Scriptures,) “Waiting is open ended 
…. Trusting that something will be fulfilled, but fulfilled according to the promise, and not just accord-
ing to our wishes….Hope is always open-ended.”  Our theme for Advent and Christmas echoes this 
truth about waiting.  This year we will invite you to—“wait for it!”—wait for the Annunciation, the In-
carnation, and the gift of Grace from God in Christ that is Unstoppable!   

 

Celebrating December’s Hope-and-Joy 
Please plan to join in the various celebrations of Advent and  
Christmas during December.  Along with Sunday worship each  
Sunday, there will be a special Children’s Christmas Play (led by 
the children and youth) on Sunday, December 17 as the key wor-
ship event that day.  Please bring your families and friends. 
   

We will share intergenerational events at 10:40 a.m. on three Sundays.  On December 3, we will 
make Advent wreaths together.  On December 10, we will create nativity sets.  And on Sunday, Decem-
ber 17, we will have a holiday brunch for all at 10:30, and then everyone is invited to remain to help 
pack our Christmas Project gifts and treats that we are giving to a dozen, struggling Red Wing families 
this Christmas.  The United Methodist Women are also planning their own party for the women of 
the church on Tuesday, December 12 at 1 p.m.   

 

Cluster Conference 
On December 10, at 4pm, our church will host a regional “cluster” conference. District Superintendent 
Cynthia Williams will lead us in worship and a time to receive various reports from the attending 
churches about ministry, budgets and congregational life. All are welcome at this conference. Our own 
congregation has already approved a budget and clergy support packages for 2018, so those items will 
not be part of our church’s participation in December 10.  
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December 2017 Worship  

Advent--“Wait for It”—and Christmastide 
Our December special appeal letter (mailed November 28) is for the general ministries and missions of 
the First UMC—Red Wing congregation.   

Other special missions giving may be made for the Christmas Project (gifts for low-income households in 
the Red Wing and Goodhue County area), and for the denomination’s work on Global Immigration.   

 

December 3  Hanging of the Greens and Communion                                                                                               
Sermon:  Wait for It:  Bearing the Weight of Glory                                                           
First Sunday of Advent: Preaching:  Pastor Clay Oglesbee 
Scriptures: Luke 1:26-38, 2 Corinthians 4:7-18                                                         
Extended Communion will be available for home-bound members on request.  
  

December 10  Second Sunday of Advent                                                                                                 
Preaching:  Pastor Clay Oglesbee 
Sermon:  Wait for It:  God’s Presence Made Real                                                      
Scriptures: John 1:1-5 
 

December 17  Children’s Nativity Play 
Third Sunday of Advent                                                                                                  
Coordinating:  Pastor Amanda Larsen and Crystal Henderson   

Star Trip: Our Faith Awakens 

On December 17 worship will feel a little different- it’s the Children’s Christmas Program.  This year 
the kids and youth are digging into the wise men, the star and Herod.  Along the way, we are talking 
about the role of light, God’s light, in our own lives.  The kids are thrilled.  The costumes are epic.  It 
will be a day to remember.  We ask you to join in the fun and wear your favorite Star Wars costume to 
worship.  Youth will be rehearsing at 8:30, doors open at 9:15.  Join us as we have fun together and 
celebrate Jesus, the light of the world. 

 

December 24  Fourth Sunday of Advent and Christmas Eve                                                                        
9:30 a.m.    Fourth Sunday of Advent                                                                                              
Preaching:  Pastor Amanda Larsen 
Sermon:  Wait For It:  Not Much Longer 
Scriptures: Romans 16:25-27, Luke 1:47-55 
4:30 p.m. Christmas Eve Worship  (Candle-Light)                                                                   
Preaching:  Pastor Clay Oglesbee 
Sermon:  Christmas Is Unstoppable                                                            
Scriptures: Isaiah 9:2-7, Luke 2:1-20 
 

December 31    New Year’s Covenant Renewal  and Communion                                                                                                       
Preaching:  Pastor Clay Oglesbee 
Sermon:   Finding What We Seek                                                                                                                                    
Scriptures: Matthew 2:1-12 

 



3 

 3 

Just One More Thing… from Pastor Clay Oglesbee                                         
 

What Should the Christmas Card Say This Year? 

Soon, Mary Lynn and I will be going through our annual ritual (or should I say,          
torture?) of choosing a Christmas card and writing a Christmas letter.  This is one of 
those “holiday traditions” that often ends up just wearing us out.  What is important to 
say?  What will just seem like banalities or silliness?  What would only be repeating 

our news from the year to people who have already heard it?  So, we try to find fitting themes or patterns 
from the year to help us discover and convey messages about meanings, consistent with Christmas for our 
family, friends and neighbors.  
 
This always presents lots of options.  Of course, there is the birth of Cormac Patrick Oglesbee to our son, 
Colin, and his wife, Megan!  That bears mention!  But what else should be said?  Was the year about travel 
or about ordinary days of service?  About volunteering and other causes?  About our churches or our com-
munities?  Has it been about growth or about loss?  About joy or about pain?    
 
The truth is always somewhere in the mix—in varying proportions.   
 
As Christmases come and go, it seems to me that, for all the variety of years, some themes remain  
constant.  Things like “faith, hope and love.”  Those are the immense things, the somehow larger than life 
things, which is what we all mean to say each time we report what grade the children or grandchildren are 
in school, or what careers they are pursuing, or how we are spending our days in our various life-stages.   
 
Most of us knew when we were adolescents or young adults that we wanted our lives to be about over-
arching values.  We wanted, as Paul says, to be “letters from God” about something or other!  We write to 
one another, “Dear ______, Well, another year has passed, and ….”  We are proud of this, or sad about that, 
or pleased with something else.  Alongside all of that, though, we are saying, “God is still with us.  The 
Christ is still ‘born’ among us.  The Spirit still ‘conceives’ new love.  We have not forgotten to answer God-
Christ-Spirit with our own faith, hope and love.” 
 
So, during Advent and Christmas, we say and write, “God is still here!  Keep the faith, live in hope, and 
share love wherever you can.” 
 
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!  

Clay and Mary Lynn Oglesbee       
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Pastor Amanda's Enthusiastic Endorsement:  Being Chill 

Just outside the front door of my house there are three workers in bright yellow, an ex-
cavator, and a problem to solve.  Something “very hard” is preventing them from being 
able to bore the path for my new water line.  They’re not swearing or rushing around 
like this is an emergency.  There’s no panic.  One of them says “it’s part of the job.”  They 
are very chill.  
 
Surprisingly, so am I. 

 
Odd, because I am a champion worrier.  I’ve even volunteered to worry about things for other people, “I’ll worry 
about that on your behalf.”  Incrementally though, I’ve gotten better at not worrying about things that are out of 
my control.  Which is why, I think, I’m feeling pretty chill today.  
 
More and more in my life, I’m finding the “Serenity Prayer” is just the guidance I need.  Written in the 1930’s by 
Reinhold Niebuhr, it reminds me that when things are out of our control, God helps us find peace in the storm.  
 

God, grant me the serenity to accept the things I cannot change, courage to change the things I can, 
and the wisdom to know the difference.  

 
Most days I do not live up to my hopes in terms of excessive worrying.  But every so often, like today with the dig-
ging crew, I remember that worrying isn’t going to add an hour to my life.  So I’m chill. 
 

Youth Group 

This November we worshipped, made ornaments, baked and cooked.  It’s been fun seeing how the youth enjoy 
different activities.  We made just over $100 at our bake sale and will use the funds for mission projects in Decem-
ber.  Youth group will meet Wednesday evenings, December 6, 13 and 20.  We are also trying to schedule a time to 
ring the bells at the Salvation Army kettles - stay tuned for details.  

 
Intergenerational Sunday Fellowship 
In December, we’re replacing Sunday School with some intergenerational activities after worship.  Our hope is 
that everyone will stay after fellowship and do some Advent activities together.  
 
December 3 - We’ll be making Advent wreaths for our church members to bring home and use in 
personal devotions during the season of Advent.  You’ll also receive mini-worship plans around some 
favorite Advent hymns for weekly home use.  (One wreath per household)  

 
December 10 - We’ll be making nativity sets to bring home.  As part of the fun, you are invit-
ed to bring a favorite set or two from your home to show to your church family.  (Each house-
hold will make one set to bring home) 
 

December 17 - We’ll have a brunch after worship and then wrap gifts for the Christmas Project.  Family and 
grandparents attending the Children’s Christmas program are welcome to attend - the more the merrier!  Please 
let Cindy (in the office) know if you plan to stay for the brunch.  (The Men’s Cooking group is preparing the food, 
the hospitality ministry team is serving and the CYF budget will cover costs not met through donations.) 

 

Growing in Grace 

This fall we’ve heard from Ann Frost, Katie Bystrom, Judy Plein and Pastor Amanda about times in their lives 
when they knew they had done something differently because of their faith— the difference faith makes in their 
lives.  We are now scheduling for January and February.  If you’d like to share a moment of growth in worship, 
please talk to Pastor Amanda or Clay.  These stories help us connect to each other, know we aren’t alone and build 
our community. 
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 “Touchstones” for Holy Listening  
From Mary Lynn Oglesbee and Rev. Cooper Wiggen 

 
      Attention is the most basic form of love; through it we bless and are blessed. ~ John Tarrant  
 
Be present as fully as possible to the other person.  
Make eye contact, phones put away, don’t interrupt.  
 
Speak your truth in ways that respect other people’s truth.  
Our views of reality may differ, but speaking one’s truth does not mean interpreting, correcting or debating what 
others say.  Speak from your center using “I” statements, and allow space for others to speak from their truth.  
 
No fixing, saving, advising or correcting each other.  
True listening does not give advice, unless there is a specific request.  
 
When the going gets rough, turn to wonder.  
If you feel judgmental, or defensive, ask yourself, “I wonder what brought her to this belief?” “I wonder what he’s 
feeling right now?” “I wonder what my reaction teaches me about myself?” Set aside judgment to listen to others—
and to yourself—more deeply. 
 
Learn to ask honest, open questions.  
These are not “yes” and “no” questions, but questions that can help someone explore what is important.  e.g. – 
What is important, what have you thought about, what are your concerns?   
 
Attend to your own inner teacher.   
We learn from others, of course.  But great learning comes from within.  So pay close attention to what you are 
hearing from God and from self.  
 
Adapted from © Center for Courage & Renewal, founded by Parker J. Palmer www.CourageRenewal.org 
 
 

When Someone Deeply Listens to You 

When someone deeply listens to you 
it is like holding out a dented cup 

you’ve had since childhood 
and watching it fill up with 

cold, fresh water. 
When it balances on top of the brim,  

you are understood. 
When it overflows and touches your skin,  

you are loved. 

When someone deeply listens to you 
the room where you stay 

starts a new life 
and the place where you wrote 

your first poem 
begins to glow in your mind’s eye. 
It is as if gold has been discovered! 

When someone deeply listens to you 
your bare feet are on the earth 

and a beloved land that seemed distant 
is now at home within you. ~ John Fox  
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Outreach and Missions 
 

Handcrafters Christmas Meeting 
 

At our regular meeting on December 14 we will have a potluck luncheon.  Bring 
a dish to share and a wrapped gift valued at $10.  Inez Chicquette has a way to 
distribute gifts so we don't get our own gift.  Gather at 10:30 in the Friendship 
Room.  We should have a final tally of our proceeds from the craft sale. 
 
Mission Market update since November newsletter.  We have gained $25.80 to make our final tally 
$1475.80 for Heifer International.  Thanks again to all who contributed money or produce. 
 

Handcraft Sale Report 
 

The Handcrafters wish to thank the many people not a part of our group who contributed items for the 
sale and to the handcrafter's donations as well.  We expanded the silent auction items this year.  Items 
to bid on were 2 gift baskets (Star Wars and Christmas), two gift certificates for a B & B in Lanesboro, 
MN, a Santa Bear, and a four place set of Christmas dishes.  Silent auction money has not all been collect-
ed at the time of this writing.  Total so far is $1602.75  to go to UMCOR for disaster relief.  Thanks to all 
who helped in any way to make this a success.  A special thanks to the furniture movers - Fred Baker, 
Darwin Bartlett, Don Featherstone, and Bruce Nelson. ~ Mardell Bartlett 

 
 

 

 

 

FOOD SHELF 

The RED WING FOOD SHELF needs food for hungry people, especially during the holiday season.  
Please put a nonperishable food item--such as canned vegetables, pasta, or cereal—in the collection box 
in the foyer, or a check designated for the Food Shelf in the offering plate. Every gift is appreciated! 

 

TABS FOR VETERANS 

Thanks to everyone for their continuing support of the “Tabs for Veterans” campaign.  As we move into 
next year, we ask that you continue to save the tabs from aluminum cans and deposit them in the jug in 
Hamline Foyer.  The collected tabs are sold to provide support for veterans.  Please pray for the safety 
and well-being of all those who have served and are continuing to serve in our nation’s armed forces.  

 

 ECONO RECEIPTS 

Please continue to put your Econo receipts in the box in Hamline Foyer. Receipts from 2016 and 2017 
are currently accepted.  
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Goodhue County Christmas Project 
The Goodhue County Christmas Project has started. We have received the 
families we will help to make a happy Christmas. This includes food, clothing 
for the children, toys, and toiletries.  We receive most toys from Toys for Tots 
and they do a fantastic job.  We fill in a few toys that we think are not covered 
by them.  We have not increased the number of families for over five years.  
The tree is up in the Hamline Foyer and filled with ornaments.  Please take 
one or more ornaments and return the item with the ornament attached.  
Please wrap the clothing gifts and DO NOT wrap the household items.  The 

money ornaments can be turned into the church office or in the offering plates.  The money is used to 
purchase food for the families Christmas dinner.  Please have all the gifts back to the church no later 
than Sunday, December 17.  Wrapping of Toys for Tots gifts will be done after church on Dec. 17. 

 

Letters, Notes and Appreciation 

Dear Crystal, 

Thank you so much to you and your crew for the great work you and your crew did at the Haven of Hope 
on the 19th of October.  The backyard looked great and the playhouse and gazebo are in much better 
shape.  And, the shelter manager was dying to get those tires down!  It was great to work with you and 
meet your crew.  Your daughter is a sweetie and the other kids were interesting and fun.  Please keep us 
in mind for future projects and I’ll keep you in mind, too if we have a need. – Blessings, Emma Onawa, 
Hope Coalition 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Dear First UMC Church Family:  We have lost someone very special … thank you for sharing our grief.  
Thank you very much for all that you did!  God Bless. – Meyer family 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Dear 1st UMC Family – Thank you for your thoughtfulness at the time of the passing of my mother!  She 
was such a blessing!  Donations have been given to UMCOR. – Love, Ann Correll and family 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Dear Church Family, 

I want to thank all of you that have made my work at the church this year much easier with all that you 
helped me with.  This has been a challenging year for me and my husband Craig, but we are still hanging 
in there and he is continuing to heal and be well taken care of.  (He has been in hospitals and nursing 
homes with multiple surgeries since April 1.)  We hope you all have a Merry Christmas and Happy New 
Year! - Cindy Johnston 
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Women’s Ministry 
Saturday, December 9, is the date of the United Methodist Women’s annual Cookie 
Walk.  This event provides a wonderful opportunity for people to stock their sup-
plies of Christmas cookies and candy!  All church members are asked to donate 4-6 
dozen holiday cookies or candy or to make a cash or check (made out to UMW) do-
nation.  There is a Cookie Walk form on page 10 to fill out if you like.  Funds raised 
will go to our church needs and local and global missions. Workers are needed on 

Friday, December 8, and Saturday, December 9.  Cookies can be dropped off Friday December 8, between 
8 a.m. to 7 p.m.  We have people that count on us so I hope that we have a good selection of cookies If you 
can help, please contact Christie Brown at 388-3124.     

 The UMW Circles will gather together on Tuesday, December 12, at 1 pm, in the Friendship Room, to 
celebrate Christmas.  All women are invited! 

 The UMW Mission Team will not meet in December.    

 Get more information about UMW from local president Jane Baker (388-9127, 
janekbaker@yahoo.com) or online at www.unitedmethodistwomen.org 

 The Funeral Committee for December is:  Rosemary Alley, Nancy Barth, Dee Bigelbach, Marcy Boldt, 
Melissa Ramberg, Yvonne Childs, Clare Larkin, Elizabeth Rassier, Yvonne Thimijan, and Bertha 
Tiedeman. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

************************************************************************************************ 

 

2018 Offering Envelopes 
The 2018 Offering Envelopes have arrived and are on the table in the Hamline Foyer.  If 
you are someone who gets the weekly offering envelopes, please pick your box up when 
you come to church.  If you would like mail-in envelopes or if you want a box and can’t 
find one, please let me know. - Cindy Johnston 

 

Our church has two groups that respond to prayer requests. The prayer chain 
is a group of “prayer warriors” who receive requests by telephone or email and 
pray daily for at least two weeks for the concern; the Prayer and Care Ministry 
Team meets twice a month to share concerns and lift them up in prayer. Prayer 
requests can be made by filling out the yellow prayer cards in the pews during a 
worship service or contacting the pastors, church office (388-3262), or Jane Baker 
(388-9127). All concerns are kept confidential unless permission is given to put 
them in the bulletin or on the Prayer board.   

  The Prayer and Care Ministry Team will meet once in December, Tuesday,      
December 12, at 11 am, in the Friendship Room.  The next gathering will the     
Tuesday, January 9.  

mailto:janekbaker@yahoo.com
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Care Ministries Report  - From Jane Stone, Care Coordinator 
 

One of my favorite books, which I have shared with children in the past, is The Gift of Nothing, written by 
Patrick McDonnell.  In this story, Mooch the cat wants to give his best friend Earl the dog a gift.  He 
doesn’t know what to give him, though; it seems like Earl has everything!  What Earl needs is nothing, 
and Mooch sets out to find just that.  When Millie comes home from the store and says, “There was noth-
ing to buy,” Mooch goes to the store to find nothing.  He finds many somethings, but no nothing.  It seems 
that nothing is not for sale, so he returns home.  And then, just sitting there, Mooch finds it—nothing!  So 
he wraps up a big box of nothing and carries his huge gift to Earl’s house.  At first, Earl is confused be-
cause there is nothing there, but Mooch tells him that he is correct—there is “Nothing…but me and you.”  
So the two just sit beside each other enjoying nothing—and everything—together. 
 
Dr. Seuss has a similar message in How the Grinch Stole Christmas. The Grinch realizes, “Maybe Christmas 
doesn’t come from a store.  Maybe Christmas…perhaps…means a little bit more!”  
 
The best gift is the gift of yourself.  Our church members provide the gift of themselves in many ways.  
They visit members who cannot attend church, make calls, send cards and notes, provide transportation 
and meals, and pray for others.  By the time you are reading this, they will have prepared and served a 
Thanksgiving meal for those in our community who might otherwise have been alone for the holiday.  
Members are providing Christmas meals and gifts for needy families through the Goodhue County Christ-
mas Project.  Special gifts from our members are not limited to the holiday season.  Our caring members 
give all year round, as it should be.   
 
Our church plans to intentionally reach out to our neighbors during the coming year.  That is the true 
meaning of Christmas!  An anonymous writer said: 
 

Every time a hand reaches out  
to help another....that is Christmas.  

Every time someone puts anger aside  
and strives for understanding…  

that is Christmas.  
Every time people forget their differences  

and realize their love for each other … 
that is Christmas.  

May this Christmas bring us  
closer to the spirit of human understanding,  

closer to the blessing of peace!    
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_______________________________________________________________________________ 
Recipe:  Granola (from Mary Lynn Oglesbee) 
 

 
3 cups regular rolled oats 
1 cup shredded coconut, unsweetened 
1 cup nuts, coarsely chopped (almonds, walnuts, pecans or a combination) 
2 tablespoons olive oil 
1/2 teaspoon salt 
1/2 cup sweetener, real maple syrup or honey or combination (I do 1/2 and 1/2) 
1/4 teaspoon cinnamon 
 
Optional: 
1/4 cup of: 
  Raw sunflower seeds 
  Pumpkins seeds 
  Wheat germ 
  Flax seeds 
1 1/2 cup dried fruit 
 
Preheat oven to 300. 
Combine all ingredients but the dried fruit, tossing to coat evenly.  Spread on a parchment lined  
rimmed baking sheet.  Bake for 45-50 minutes.  Stir after 20 minutes.  Cool completely.   
Add dried fruit if desired.  Store at room temp. in an airtight container.  Keeps for up to 2 weeks. 

UMW Cookie Walk 

SATURDAY 

DECEMBER 9TH 

Please fill out and return the bottom portion of this insert if you are willing to bring 4-6 dozen 

homemade holiday cookies or candy (whatever you feel you can donate) or make a cash donation. 

Bring your cookies and candy to the church between 8 am and 7 pm on Friday, December 8th. 

Keep this portion as a reminder. 

- - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

Tear off this portion and place it in the offering plate, or return it to the church office. 

I will bring 4-6 dozen cookies/candy to the UMW Cookie Walk 
 

I am unable to donate cookies/candy but will make a cash donation of $____________. 

 

Name_____________________________________  Phone _________________ 
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CONFERENCE CONNECTIONS 
All United Methodist churches are connected through shared mission and ministry and united in their efforts 
to grow in love of God and neighbor, reach new people, and heal a broken world. Check out these news tidbits 
from the Minnesota Annual Conference, which serves all 360 United Methodist churches in the state. 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 Bishop Ough on Las Vegas shooting: Following the Las Vegas shooting, Bishop Bruce R. Ough pointed out 

that in times of great national tragedy, our anger and fear often lead us to express our political beliefs. 
There is a place and need for civil debate and resolution of issues around gun control, treatment for the 
mentally ill, and the growing prominence of violence in our culture, he said. “But, let us not permit our 
words to push us further apart at a time when we need to unite to extend comfort to the hurting, grieve 
with those who grieve, and embrace those who seek to mend...I encourage each of us to continue offering 
the ministries of prayer, comfort, healing, advocacy, and love.” 

 
 Laity find purpose and connection through ConneXion retreat: Eighteen lay people from the Minneso-

ta Conference spent an October weekend at Koronis Ministries and Grace UMC in Paynesville to participate 
in a new lay leader retreat, ConneXion: Finding Purpose and Connection in Ministry. They learned about 
their strengths and passions, examined what brings purpose to their lives, and participated in contempla-
tive practices. One participant said the retreat “brought me closer to God and my calling” and provided the 
opportunity to form lifelong relationships. Are you interested in further exploring your calling? Watch for 
info about the next retreat at www.minnesotaumc.org/events-calendar. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

BRIGHT SPOTS IN OUR MIDST 
 Church to launch in St. Michael: After conducting significant research, Laura and Brent Cottington—a lay 

couple from Cross Winds UMC in Maple Grove—learned that St. Michael was ripe for a new church. So they 
put together an extensive church-plant proposal and have been working with their church and the confer-
ence to prepare for the new church start. “As Methodists, we’re not the best evangelists,” said Laura Cot-
tington. “This is the time when we need to be…Our greatest hope is to be a missional church from the be-
ginning. We want to always have a multiplication mindset and continue to reach the unchurched.”  

 Centennial’s ‘Flames’ ministry reaches those with intellectual disabilities: Seven years ago, Centenni-
al UMC in Roseville started a “Flames” group for young people with intellectual disabilities. The program 
provides an opportunity for that group to come together monthly to enjoy fellowship and grow in their 
relationship to God. They follow a faith development curriculum that includes songs, videos, Bible verses, 
discussion, prayer, and hands-on activities. Two of the Flames were recently confirmed! “I just believe that 
it is so important for the church to welcome all of God’s children,” said Rev. Brian Hacklander. 

 Christ UMC finds new life: A couple of years ago, facing declining membership, members of Christ UMC in 
Maplewood breached the comfort of their own walls, offering their service at a school, a mosque, and 
neighbors’ homes. Now, there is a feeling of hope and new life. Membership has grown a bit, and members 
can now afford a full-time pastor. Those who come are inspired by the new outreach mission. “I hope other 
small churches look outside themselves and see what God might be pushing them to be,” said Rev. Rachael 
Warner. 

 
STAY CONNECTED!  
Like” the Minnesota Annual Conference on Facebook, follow the conference on Twitter and Instagram 
(@MinnesotaUMC), and sign up (at www.minnesotaumc.org) for e-newsletters. For more information about 
any of the items listed above, visit www.minnesotaumc.org.  
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Lead Pastor 
Rev. Clay Oglesbee 

Email:  redwingrev@gmail.com 
Cell:  507-251-9283  

 

Pastor of Children, Youth and Family Ministries 
Pastor Amanda Larsen 

Email:  pastoramandalarsen@gmail.com  
Cell:  507-884-9835 

 

Administrative Assistant 
Cindy Johnston 

Email:  methodistadmin@msn.com 
 

Music Director 
Kim Cory 

Email:  snkcory@gmail.com 

Care Coordinator 
Jane Stone 

janestone1125@msn.com  
 

Children, Youth and Family (CYF) Assistant 
Crystal Henderson 

rwfumcyouth@gmail.com  
 

Office Phone 
651-388-3262 

 
Church Office Hours 

Monday – Friday  11:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 
 

General Church Email 
redwingmethodist@msn.com 

 

Sunday Worship               9:30 a.m. 
Fellowship                     10:30 a.m. 
Sunday school (not in Dec.)     10:40 a.m. 
Adult Forums (not in Dec.)       10:45 a.m. 
 

 

 

Community Meals in December 

Sundays December 10, 17, and 24 

Served at 5:00 p.m. 
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