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The First Word
January 2018
First United Methodist Church ~ 403 East Ave. Red Wing, MN 55066

Our Vision: Connect to God, Grow in Love, Serve in the World
“Go to the people right here in the neighborhood.”
--Matthew 10:6, from Eugene Peterson’s The Message

A Neighboring Movement for 2018 and Beyond

God Is On the Move
During 2017, Red Wing First UMC experimented with new forms of outreach (including
six weeks of summer camps, a mission week in Red Wing and significant advertising in
the newspaper), recruiting “unpaid staff” (Jane Stone and Crystal Henderson) who have
stepped into service with us, and taking a hard look at the ministries we already do,
growing some and de-emphasizing others. This reflection helped us find our focus for
2018 and beyond, bringing God’s love to our neighbors in Red Wing. It also led to a
grant proposal to the Minnesota Annual Conference which won us a first-year grant of
over $12,200 in partial support of staffing and resourcing needed (with diminishing
grants potentially available for two more years—2019 and 2020.) We will vote on
acceptance of this grant on Sunday, January 14 at 10:20 a.m. in the Sanctuary.
Three interconnected clusters of ideas shape our plans, projects and goals for 2018:
Boosting the Signal— This means we will work on establishing our public presence in the community; we’ll
wear our shirts and tell the story of what we are doing.
Building the Connection—This means we will figure
out the people and groups in our community who can
connect us with our neighbor’s needs, and how we can
fill the current unmet needs of Red Wing.
Serving the Neighbor—This means that through new
service opportunities, small group settings and intentional listening to others, we will be getting to know
and serve our neighbors.
Why? Because this is what people who love Jesus do. This year we will be guided by
Matthew 10:6, where Jesus sends the disciples into the mission field. Among his instructions: “Go to the people right here in the neighborhood.”
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January Worship and Adult Forums
Epiphany Worship Series: Love God, Love Neighbor, Love Self
Adult Forum Series: Caring for the Vulnerable
Our January Work of Mercy is for the Hope Coalition, caring for vulnerable women and children.
Sunday, January 7, Epiphany of the Lord and Holy Communion
Sermon: Love God: Clues to the Mystery
Texts: Isaiah 60:1-6, Ephesians 3:1-12
Preaching: Pastor Amanda Larsen
10:40 Adult Forum: Caring for the Vulnerable—God’s Animals
Presenter: Dr. Sara Lewis, Medical Director, Santa Fe Animal Shelter & Humane Society
Sunday, January 14—Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Observance
And Baptism of the Lord Sunday
Sermon Title: Love Neighbor: The Making of a Prophet
Texts: Multiple texts
Preaching: Pastor Clay Oglesbee
10:30 Special Church Conference in Sanctuary—
Resolution to Accept Conference $12,200 Grant for Neighborly Outreach
10:40 Adult Forum: Caring for the Vulnerable--Human Rights in Red Wing
Sunday, January 21—Ecumenical Sunday
Sermon Title: Love Neighbor: Private Ryan and Self-Sacrifice
Texts: Micah 6:6-8, John 10:11-18
Preaching: Pastor Clay Oglesbee
10:40 Adult Forum: Caring for the Vulnerable—Care of Women and Children
Presenter: Linda Flanders of the Hope Coalition
Sunday, January 28—4th Sunday after Epiphany
Sermon: Love Self: Both Inside and Out
Texts: 1 Corinthians 8:1-13, Mark 1:21-28
Preaching: Pastor Amanda Larsen
10:40 Adult Forum: Caring for the Vulnerable—Human and Sex Trafficking Awareness
Presenter: Sister Mary Elliott Crowley, Sisters of St. Francis, Assisi Heights,
Rochester
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Just One More Thing…
A Note From Your Church Leadership and Pastors

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year! Your pastors and we, as your lay leadership,
are sending you one “extra” Christmas present this year--our appreciation for each of
you, and our joy in entering a new year of ministry with you! We know we often ask
for your support; it is necessary to do so. Yet during these holy days, we also want to
thank you for just being together as a community of Christian blessing and hope!
Blessings abundant--During 2016 and 2017, we have been delighted to see signs of renewal expressed
in various ways: stabilized participation, healthier relationships, transparent decision-making, increased
giving, creativity, and a new community outreach initiative, God Is On the Move, for which we have been
offered a $12,000 grant of partial support from the Minnesota Annual Conference. (By the way, our members will be asked to approve acceptance of the grant at a special church conference on Sunday, January
14 at about 10:30 a.m. in the sanctuary. Additional grant funds will likely be available to in a second and
third year--at diminishing amounts--if we use the first one well!). We thank each of you for the ways you
help, whether with prayer, service, generous giving, worshipping, or friendly support to our staff and volunteers.
A further blessing--Some of you have asked in recent months if there would be changes in pastoral
leadership this year. We want you to know that Pastor Clay and Pastor Amanda both expect to remain
with us through 2018 and into 2019, as we continue to love and serve God and neighbor in the name of
Christ. We celebrate this commitment on their parts to share our work and journey as a congregation.
Our markers for congregational vitality during 2018 will emphasize:
 widening our circle of relationships and neighborly service to others
 outreach through the children, youth and family (CYF) ministries
 extending active prayer and care ministries
 increasing worship participation
 pursuing financial resources and capital reserves/funding
 telling and hearing stories of faith and life transformation
We write to you in this Christmas Season with the same spirit as the Apostle Paul when he blessed a Christian church with these words, “Oh! May the God of hope fill you up with joy, fill you up with peace, so that
your believing lives, filled with the life-giving energy of the Holy Spirit, will brim over with
hope!” (Romans 15:13, The Message).
Yours in shared joy and service,
Don Featherstone
Pastor Clay Oglesbee

Judy Plein
Pastor Amanda Larsen

3

Katie Bystrom

4

Pastor Amanda's Enthusiastic Endorsement: Growth Mindset
Chances are your children, nieces and nephews could tell you all about "growth mindsets." In school right now, having a growth mindset is one of the keys to success. Why?
According to the Harvard Business Review, "Individuals who believe their talents can
be developed (through hard work, good strategies, and input from others) have a
growth mindset." And they learn, work and live better because of it. Classrooms are
decorated with reminders like "A mistake is still progress" and "This requires a different strategy. What could I try instead?"
I recommend everyone do a little reading on growth mindsets, or better yet, take a young person out for hot chocolate and ask them to teach you about growth mindsets. As our church tries new things in 2018, we'll learn a lot,
grow a lot, fail sometimes and keep moving.
We need a growth mindset!

Downstairs at 10:45 on Sunday mornings . . .




Our Preschool-Kindergarten class will be finishing up learning about King David.
Our Confirmation-Sr. High class will be finishing their walk through the Bible, learning about Jesus' life and
miracles, death and resurrection and the beginning of the Christian church.
Our 1-4th graders will be training their attitudes to be better friends, more grateful and careful with their
words. If "growth mindsets" interest you, please volunteer to help in this classroom in January!

Classes on Cleaning? Discussions on Downsizing? Yes.
In the New Year I'm forever vowing to "do better this year than the last." In some areas I do. . .in others . . . not so
much. Cleaning and decluttering has been on my list for years. Wednesdays in January I'll be gathering folks to
chat together about how we can make an organizing/cleaning/clutter management system that works for us. I'll
be at Mandy's from 1:30-2:30 and the church from 7:30-8:30 ready to chat with anyone who would like to create a
little calm in the chaos. This is easy to invite a friend to event. If you have been trying to find a way to connect
a friend to the church, consider asking them to join you in this short term covenant group.

Acolyte Boot Camp
Wednesday, January 10 6:00-7:30 p.m.
Join us for a light supper and a time to learn about the science of how candles work and the work (we call it
ministry) of an acolyte. We'll have a tour of the church, review the importance of being an acolyte and maybe
even make a candle to take home!
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Adult Discipleship
January Forums Teach Care for God's Vulnerable Ones
During four Sundays in January, United Methodists will host forums on "caring for God's vulnerable
ones."
The series begins with a presentation at First United Methodist Church, 403 East Avenue, 10:40 a.m.,
Sunday, January 7 on caring for vulnerable, small animals. Guest presenter, Dr. Sara Lewis, a Veterinarian
and Medical Director of the Santa Fe Animal Shelter, raised in Red Wing, will speak on humane care and
treatment of stray or abused animals.
Dr. Lewis has lived all over the country, and first pursued a career in fine arts. In Santa Fe, she was
inspired to give back to others through volunteering at the Santa Fe Animal Shelter and Humane
Society. Eventually, she was hired at the clinic, where she fell in love with the animals and the shelter
environment, and began her love affair with veterinary medicine and, in particular, shelter medicine.
Free-will contributions will be given to the Humane Society of Goodhue County.
On the following Sundays of January, presentations will focus on "Human Rights in Red Wing" (January
14), "Vulnerable Women and Children" (January 21 by the Hope Coalition), and "Stopping Sex-Trafficking
in Minnesota During the Super Bowl" (January 28).
These forums are free and open to the public. Worship takes place during the preceding hour, starting at
9:30 a.m.
For further information, contact Pastor Clay Oglesbee, 507-251-9283 or redwingrev@gmail.com

Outreach and Missions
FOOD SHELF
Thank you for your gifts to the RED WING FOOD SHELF! Please continue to support this need by putting a nonperishable food item--such as canned vegetables, pasta, or cereal—in the collection box in the
foyer, or a check designated for the Food Shelf in the offering plate. Every gift is appreciated!

ECONO RECEIPTS
Please continue to put your Econo receipts in the box in Hamline Foyer. Receipts from 2016, 2017, and
2018 are accepted. In November we turned in $150,000 worth of receipts and are awaiting our $1,000
check. Thank you to everyone who submitted receipts!
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Care Ministries Report - From Jane Stone, Care Coordinator
During the past six-and-a-half weeks (October 31 through December 18) there have been nine surgeries
for members of our congregation. Another surgery is coming up the day after Christmas, moving that
number to ten. Our congregation has several new knees and new/improved hip, wrist, back, eye, and
shoulder. It’s amazing what modern medicine can do! We’re becoming a church filled with bionic
members!
Dictionary.com defines bionic, an adjective, in this way:
1. Utilizing electronic devices and mechanical parts to assist humans in performing difficult,
dangerous, or intricate tasks, as by supplementing or duplicating parts of the body
2. Informal. having superhuman strength or capacity
We don’t need to be bionic to do difficult things. God is with us in everything we do, and He provides
our strength. In Philippians 4:13, we read, “I can do all things through him who strengthens me.”
So…What difficult things are we going to do as a congregation this year? As Care Coordinator, I plan to
increase my care for members and also for those beyond our congregation. I hope to involve more of
our church members in care ministries. This is not a job for only one person! There are plenty of needs
within our congregation and within our community where our church members can serve. Have you
completed one of the bright pink “First Friends” cards that can be found in the pew pockets in the
sanctuary? We need members to make visits, provide transportation and meals, and do small repairs.
And, of course, we are open to meeting other needs as well, so please let me know if there are other
ways we can assist you or other ways that that you would like to help others. May we be known as a
caring congregation that offers a community of care both within and beyond our walls!
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Letters, Notes and Appreciation
Dear Friends,
Thank you for your generous gift of $1,475.80 to Heifer International. Your contribution has started an incredible
chain of giving, as the families you helped will pass on their good fortune and training to their neighbors. All gifts
up to $1,000,000 are being matched dollar-for-dollar – helping not only lift the families we serve out of poverty,
but their neighbors and communities, too. Your generosity is absolutely critical to our work. That is why I have
sent you this quick note to personally thank you. Together, we will keep Passing on the Gift and changing the
world. ~ Pierre U. Ferrari, President and CEO
*****************************************************************
I want to thank Jane Stone for her visit and prayer. I want to also thank Inez and Lou for bringing communion to
me and for the candy, magazines, and bowl of bean soup. Since I fell I have limited use of my hands and arms, so
the homemade soup was a welcome addition to my diet. I hope and pray that 2018 will be a happy, healthy, and
prosperous year for everyone. – Luella Samsel
*****************************************************************
Thank you to all who signed the lovely Christmas card I received. It is special to be remembered by my church
family. ~ Ruth Featherstone

*****************************************************************
Thank you to everyone who helped our church with this year's Christmas Project. We were able to help 12
Goodhue County families have a better Christmas with a meal, some household supplies, and gifts for the children.
Almost all of the money we receive (this year $875) covers the cost of the meals; the gifts are almost all your donations. We had extra people helping on wrapping day (December 17) and pickup/delivery day (December 21.)
Our families also received a letter inviting them to worship and telling them about the home repair projects we
are doing as part of the God is on the Move mission. Christie Brown and Crystal Henderson coordinated meals,
packaging and volunteers. Thank you, thank you, thank you!

"All I Need to Know I Learned From a Snowman"
* It's okay if you're a little bottom heavy.
* Hold your ground, even when the heat is on.
* Wearing white is always appropriate.
* Winter is the best of the four seasons.
* It takes a few extra rolls to make a good midsection.
* There's nothing better than a foul weather friend.
* The key to life is to be a jolly, happy soul.
* We're all made up of mostly water.
* You know you've made it when they write a song about you.
* Accessorize! Accessorize! Accessorize!
* Avoid yellow snow.
*Don't get too much sun.
* It's embarrassing when you can't look down and see your feet.
* It's fun to hang out in your front yard.
* There's no stopping you once you're on a roll.
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Women’s Ministry
Thanks to everyone who helped with and/or purchased goods at our 2016 Cookie
Walk. Our profit was more than $1,100. Funds raised will go to our church needs
and local and global missions.
All women are invited to UMW circle and Mission Team meetings. The schedule for January is as follows:


Mission Team—Wednesday, January 3, 1 pm at the church



Eve Circle—Monday, January 8, 9:30 am at Liberty’s Restaurant



Ruth Circle—Tuesday, January 9, 1 pm at the church

As you anticipate Super Bowl 52 in Minneapolis on February 4, please be aware that the incidence of
human trafficking increases around the time of the Super Bowl wherever it is held. Minneapolis is
already ranked as the thirteenth largest city in the country for underage exploitation and sex trafficking.
Sex trafficking has been reported in every county of Minnesota! United Methodist Women is planning a
campaign to intercept trafficking and to provide support to victims, most of whom are children and teens,
especially during the ten days prior to the Super Bowl game. For more information, or to get involved in
the effort, contact local president Jane Baker (388-9127, janekbaker@yahoo.com).
The Funeral Committee for January is: Jane Baker, Melinda Brueschke, Melissa Brueschke, Patti DeLeon,
Kay Kuhlmann, Lois Marschall, Jeanette Stroupe, Arlie Thies, and Darlene Warwick.

Our church has two groups that respond to prayer requests. The prayer
chain is a group of “prayer warriors” who receive requests by telephone or
email and pray daily for at least two weeks for the concern; the Prayer and
Care Ministry Team meets twice a month to share concerns and lift them
up in prayer. Prayer requests can be made by filling out the yellow prayer
cards in the pews during a worship service or contacting the pastors, church
office (388-3262), or Jane Baker (388-9127). All concerns are kept
confidential unless permission is given to put them in the bulletin or on the
Prayer board.
The Prayer and Care Ministry Team organizes extended communion
quarterly. If you would like to receive communion in your home in March,
or know of someone who would like to, please contact a pastor or Jane Baker
by February 28.
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CONFERENCE CONNECTIONS
All United Methodist churches are connected through shared mission and ministry and united in their efforts to
grow in love of God and neighbor, reach new people, and heal a broken world. Check out these news tidbits from
the Minnesota Annual Conference, which serves all 360 United Methodist churches in the state.
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________




Accelerating our rate of launching new congregations: The Minnesota Conference has been reproducing
(or launching new congregations) at a rate of about half of 1 percent annually. “We aren’t reproducing at a rate
fast enough to take advantage of opportunities or to offset our own decline,” explained Rev. Ben Ingebretson,
Dakotas-Minnesota director of new church development. Ingebretson is working to accelerate that growth rate
to 3 percent. There are about 350 churches within the Minnesota Conference. So, growing by 3 percent of that
number annually would translate to starting roughly 10 new congregations each year. The plan is to ramp up
growth gradually over the next 9 years until the conference is starting 10 new church plants or new services at
existing congregations each year.
Volunteer in Mission Opportunities: Our hearts go out to people who are affected by disasters across our
country. Many United Methodists in Minnesota want to help. First responders, local authorities, and trained
United Methodist Early Response Teams are at disaster locations right now, but clean-up efforts will continue
for many months. That’s when Volunteer in Mission (VIM) teams will be needed. If you feel called to start planning a VIM trip, visit tinyurl.com/minnesota-vim to find contact info for people coordinating recovery efforts
underway in eight states.

BRIGHT SPOTS IN OUR MIDST






New City Church launches with packed house: Launching a weekly worship service is like throwing a birthday party and not being sure if anyone will come. In mid-November, 15 minutes before New City Church’s first
service was set to begin, the room was empty. Earlier that morning, Rev. Tyler Sit had texted his leadership
team, “Whatever happens today and whoever shows up, I see God in the work we have done and I am proud of
us!” Then the room started filling, and it kept filling. The first service of the new church ended with 127 adults,
plus kids. Sit thanks all the churches who have prayed for and supported New City Church. He reports seeing
the Spirit at work in the first few weeks of worship.
The Event 2017 brings together 320 youth: The weekend of Nov. 3-5, over 320 middle school youth and
their leaders gathered at Cragun’s Resort in Brainerd for the statewide Jr. High Event. The theme this year was
Named and Claimed. Pastor Rachael Warner spoke about how we are children of God and the ways God has
made each of us unique. Boiling Point band offered music at all of the large group gatherings. Through art,
games, and role playing, youth explored what it means to be named and claimed children of God and how they
are called to live that out in everyday life. The communion service offered youth a chance to remember their
baptism and celebrate being the body of Christ. The weekend provided many opportunities for youth to grow
in faith and fellowship with friends from all over the state.
Minnesota UMC congregations donate thousands of pounds of relief kit materials: As of last count, Minnesota UMC churches and individuals have donated 18,860 pounds of materials for relief kits in response to
this fall’s three hurricanes.

STAY CONNECTED!
Like” the Minnesota Annual Conference on Facebook, follow the conference on Twitter and Instagram
(@MinnesotaUMC), and sign up (at www.minnesotaumc.org) for e-newsletters. For more information about any of
the items listed above, visit www.minnesotaumc.org.
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Red Wing, MN
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Connect to God, Grow in Love, Serve in the World

Lead Pastor
Rev. Clay Oglesbee
Email: redwingrev@gmail.com
Cell: 507-251-9283

Care Coordinator
Jane Stone
janestone1125@msn.com
Children, Youth and Family (CYF) Assistant
Crystal Henderson
rwfumcyouth@gmail.com

Pastor of Children, Youth and Family Ministries
Pastor Amanda Larsen
Email: pastoramandalarsen@gmail.com
Cell: 507-884-9835

Office Phone
651-388-3262

Administrative Assistant
Cindy Johnston
Email: methodistadmin@msn.com

Church Office Hours
Monday – Friday 11:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.

Music Director
Kim Cory
Email: snkcory@gmail.com

Sunday Worship
Fellowship
Sunday school
Adult Forums

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

General Church Email
redwingmethodist@msn.com

9:30 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
10:45 a.m.
10:45 a.m.

Community Meals in January
Sundays January 14, 21, and 28
Served at 5:00 p.m.
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