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The First Word 
February 2018 

First United Methodist Church ~ 403 East Ave.  Red Wing, MN 55066 

Our Vision:  Connect to God, Grow in Love, Serve in the World 

United Methodist Christian… Remember and Renew Who You Are 
 

Discipleship/Membership Renewal Sunday, February 25 

During the month of February, we will be remembering, relearning and reflecting on  
what it means to choose to be a United Methodist.  Our forums at 10:45 will include  
videos, discussions and presentations from Pastors Clay and Amanda on different  
aspects of United Methodism.   On February 25, in worship at 9:30, we will be  
receiving new members and renewing our discipleship promises.  It's going to be a  
great day in worship!  (Watch for the Spark House cartoons!)              
 
                    John Wesley 

February Forums:  United Methodist Christians 

During February our forums bring our Confirmation class, older youth and adults together to learn more about 
the United Methodist Church. This all leads up to Membership/Discipleship renewal Sunday on February 25. 

 

 February 4: Did the Methodist Church really start because of some holier-than-thou teenagers (focus pas-
sage 1 Peter 1:14b-16) 

 

 February 11: What the heck is prevenient grace, and do I have to learn geometry to be Methodist? (Focus 
passages Ephesians 2:8-9;  Revelation 3:20) 

 
 February 18: If a Methodist sings out of tune, does that mean they’re not perfect?  (Focus passage Matthew 

25:31-46) 

 

 February 25: What actually happens when Methodists are on a mission?  (Focus passage Luke 4:18-21; John 
20:21) 

 

 

Would You Like to Become a Member of First UMC? 

If you have been attending our church for awhile, and like how we love God and neighbor, and would 
like to join us in membership, February 25 is your chance! We encourage you to talk to one of the  
pastors and participate in the forums in February. Then on February 25, you will make your member-
ship commitment- vow to support Red Wing UMC with your prayers, presence, gifts, service and wit-
ness.  
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February Worship and Adult Forums   

Lenten Series: REHAB                                 

Our February Work of Mercy is for Project Mondema (school, literacy and meals program in Sierra Leone).        

 

Sunday, February 4, 5th Sunday after Epiphany        

Sermon:  Hopeless without God 

Sacrament of Holy Communion   

Texts:  Isaiah 40:20-31 

Preaching:  Pastor Clay Oglesbee  

10:45 Adult Forum:  Methodist Renewal Series—Holier Than Thou Teen-Agers? 

 

Sunday, February 11, Transfiguration of the Lord  

Sermon:   Ascend the Mountain 

Texts:  Mark 9:2-9  

Preaching:  Pastor Clay Oglesbee 

10:45 Adult Forum:  Prevenient Grace and More Grace 

 

REHAB Worship Series Begins for Lenten Season 

Ash Wednesday, February 14 (Valentine’s Day)       

Sermon:  Mortality:  Grit, Ashes and Repentance 

Texts: Joel 2:1-2, 12-17, Psalm 51:1-17, 2 Corinthians 5:20b-6:10, Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21 

Preaching:  Pastor Clay Oglesbee  

 

Sunday, February 18, First Sunday of Lent                                                                                                          

Sermon:  Wilderness:  Tempted Again and Again 

Texts:    Mark 1:9-15 

Preaching:  Pastor Clay Oglesbee 

10:45 Adult Forum:  Not Perfect?         

                                                             

Sunday, February 25, Discipleship/Membership Renewal Sunday    

Sermon:   Intervention:  Change and Follow  

Ritual of Discipleship and Membership Renewal,  Reception of New Members 

Texts:  TBD  

Preaching: Pastor Amanda Larsen 

10:45 Adult Forum:  Methodists on Mission                                                                             
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Just One More Thing … Guest column adapted from Bishop Sally Dyck, 
Northern Illinois Conference  
 

A Year of Living Faithfully           
                                                                      
….I saw reviews of A. J. Jacobs's The Year of Living Biblically: One Man's Humble Quest to 
Follow the Bible as Literally as Possible (Simon & Schuster)….I thoroughly enjoyed Ja-
cobs' wit and attempt to understand the role that religion plays in one's life. His quest 

was to "live the ultimate biblical life. Or more precisely, to follow the Bible as literally as possible." He 
wanted to explore "the huge and fascinating topic of biblical literalism." And that he does with a flourish! 
Wearing a beard and white robes, carrying small pebbles for stoning, and observing a host of other biblical 
laws while walking the streets of New York City.  

…These experiments in focused, intense, impassioned, sacrificial faith are countercultural….As Paul cau-
tions us, "Don't become so well-adjusted to your culture that you fit into it without even thinking" (Rom. 
12:2, The Message). This sounds a lot like what discipleship is meant to be in our Christian living.  

(Another new) year is upon us. What would it mean to take an aspect of our Christian discipleship and in-
tensely focus upon it to the exclusion or sacrifice of other activities and foci in our lives? This might entail: 

 a year of reading through the Bible and praying (The vow of  Prayer) 

 a year of worshipping and fellowshipping (The vow of Presence) 

 a year of tithing and contributing (The vow of Gifts) 

 a year of employing our gifts for ministry as a volunteer and serving others (The vow of Service) 

 A year of showing Jesus to others (The vow of Witness) 

A year of living faithfully--risking our comforts and choices in order to follow a passion—focuses us on a 
goal with an intensity that limits other resources and bumps up against the prevailing culture.  Are you in? 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Grant of $12,200 Approved for Community Outreach 
On Sunday, January 14, our voting members approved acceptance of a $12,200 grant for community out-
reach.  First United Methodist Church made application for an outreach grant through the Minnesota An-
nual Conference, our denominational body in Minnesota.  Our grant proposal was accepted and an award 
made.  However, the grant must be accepted by vote of our church conference, so that there is awareness, 
prayer and support for the ministry from throughout the church.   

Funds will be used to support extending greater outreach and building new relationships in the wider 
community.  Outreach will include several experiments.  Classes  will be offered in public settings, such as 
the De-Cluttering Class now being offered at Mandy's.  Pop-up vacation Bible camps will be offered in 
community parks this summer.  We will continue to offer movies in the park.  Special efforts are being 
made to be present at our Community Meals programs on Sunday evening just to visit with our dinner 
guests.  We plan to offer community service camp this summer, inviting youth and adults from other com-
munities.  In addition, during the year, we are visiting with Jordan Towers and others neighbors, and as-
sisting neighbors with special projects, such as assistance with moving small households.  New efforts will 
be made to reach and support families with children and teens.   

Funds will be used to support Jane Stone with relational outreach in the community, and Crystal Hender-
son with children, youth, family and service outreach projects.  Crystal has already organized one experi-
mental service camp, and assisted a few persons with special needs such as moving apartment 
items.  Teams of volunteers will be needed as the year progresses and further projects are identified.  We 
thank everyone for their support of these ventures. If our ministry is effective this year, we may apply to a 
second and third year of gradually diminishing grants.   
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Pastor Amanda's Enthusiastic Endorsement:  Stretching 

Last week I took my first yoga class in several years. I've gone through streaks in life 
where I did a lot of yoga, but it had been awhile. For me, yoga practice is like spending 
an hour with someone guiding you to stretch. I always feel better afterwards and am 
glad I took the time to do it.  This time, when I sat down in the first posture, I could tell 
my body couldn't do what it once did. I was disappointed. I was out of my comfort zone. 
 

I try to spend a fair amount of time outside of my comfort zone. I read books and listen 
to music that I'm not sure I'll like. Introvert that I am, I also make it a point to be chatty in cafes and when I'm out 
in public in Red Wing-- I'm always "on." These practices, of being public and reading about diverse topics, stretch-
es me in a different way. 

 

Both in yoga and in moving out of your comfort zone, my experience has been that the more you stretch, the bet-
ter you get at the practice. Even at the end of my most recent yoga class, I could move further at the end of the 
class than I could at the beginning. I was glad I had stuck it out. 

 

What stretches you? Who helps you stretch? What do you learn in doing so?  

 
Youth Group Schedule 

 Wednesday, January 31 - 6:00pm Acolyte Boot Camp! Join us for diner and then time to learn about how can-
dles work, a refresher on how to acolyte and creating our own candles to take home. 

 Wednesday, February 7 - 6:00pm Dinner and "the box that gives" 

 Wednesday, February 14 - 6:00pm Valentine's Day Community Meal, followed by worship at 7pm 

 Wednesday, February 21 - 6:00pm meet at church for dinner and then we'll head to the History Center for our 
monthly event! 

 Wednesday, February 28 - meet at 5:15 pm for a mystery destination (walking, dress appropriately!) 

 

 

Save the Date:  Vacation Bible School July 16 - 20 
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Outreach and Missions 
 

 

Community Movie Night 

Join us Friday, February 2 at 6:30 for a special showing 
of "How to Train Your Dragon." This movie was the 
theme for the PreK-4th grade in January as they dis-
cussed "how to train your attitude." During the movie 
we'll have popcorn and a coloring table of attitude post-
ers. Neighbors, kids and grandkids are all invited! 

 

 

Community Valentine's Dinner 

Join us Wednesday, February 14 for a free Valentine's Day dinner. Part of our God is on 
the Move initiative is meeting our neighbors. When we told people at the Sunday even-
ing community meal about our Valentine's dinner, they were really excited we are of-
fering it. Join us as we break bread together at 6:00. At 7:00 that evening, we will have 

an Ash Wednesday Worship service. 

 
 

Joint Religious Legislative Coalition (JRLC) Day on the Hill, March 13 

The Joint Religious Legislative Coalition (JRLC) is sponsoring "Day on the Hill" on Tuesday, March 13.  Key-
note speaker is Rabbi David Locketz, Senior Rabbi of Bet Shalom Congregation in Minnetonka, whose ad-
dress will be "If Not Now, When?"  After hearing him and receiving legislative updates, we will travel to 
the state capitol to meet with our legislators to advocate for those less fortunate than we are.  Please con-
tact me if you are interested in attending; everyone is welcome! --Jane Stone, JRLC District Leader   

 

FOOD SHELF 
Thank you for your gifts to the RED WING FOOD SHELF!  Please continue to support this need by put-
ting a nonperishable food item--such as peanut butter, macaroni and cheese, or canned fruit—in the col-
lection box in the foyer, or a check designated for the Food Shelf in the offering plate. Every gift is appreci-
ated! 
 

 
 ECONO RECEIPTS 
Please continue to put your Econo receipts in the box in Hamline Foyer. Receipts from 2016, 2017, and 
2018 are accepted. In November we submitted $150,000 worth of receipts and are awaiting our $1,000 
check. Thanks to everyone who turned in receipts! 
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Care Ministries Report  - From Jane Stone, Care Coordinator 
 
February means Valentine’s Day, so a valentine story is appropriate.  I have shared this in the past, but 
I’m sharing it again because it is my favorite.  This story is about a little boy who had a heart like Jesus—
the kind of heart that we all want to have! 
 
Little Charlie was shy and quiet and didn’t seem to have any friends.  One day he came home and told 
his mother that he wanted to make valentines for all the students in his class at school.  His mother’s 
heart sank.  She saw how the other children ignored him and knew that his efforts would not be appre-
ciated, nor was Charlie likely to receive many valentines in return.  Nevertheless, she decided to support 
her son in his efforts.  She purchased paper, glue, and crayons, and every evening for three weeks Char-
lie labored away making thirty-five valentines for his classmates. 
 
Valentine’s Day arrived, and Charlie was beside himself with excitement!  He carefully put the valen-
tines in his backpack and bolted out the door.  His mother made special Valentine cookies to serve him 
with milk when he arrived home.  Maybe that would help ease the disappointment if he didn’t get any—
or many—valentines. 
 
Charlie’s mother had cookies and milk on the table that afternoon when school was over.  She heard 
children outside and looked out the window to see Charlie walking alone, well behind the laughing 
group.  She fully expected him to burst into tears as soon as he got in the door.  As she opened the door 
for him, she choked back tears and said, “Mommy has some warm cookies and milk for you.” 
 
But Charlie barely heard her words.  He marched right on by, his face aglow, chanting, “Not a one…not a 
one.” 
 
His mother’s heart sank.  But then Charlie continued, “Not a one…I didn’t forget a single one!” 
 
Like Charlie, Jesus forgets “not a one.”  He loves us all…every single one! 
 
As we seek to assist our neighbors via our “God Is on the Move” initiative, supported by a Minnesota An-
nual Conference “Investing in Congregations Grant,” may we, too, love EVERY SINGLE ONE of our neigh-
bors and do our best to help serve them as Jesus would. 
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Letters, Notes and Appreciation 

Dear Church Members of United Methodist: 
 

Recently our PEO chapter members voted to give a donation of $100 for the use of your meeting room.  Thank you 
for letting us have our meetings in your facility. 
 

Dottie Bartels 
Corresponding Secretary 
Chapter P, Red Wing 
 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Dear Pastor Oglesbee: 
 

Please accept my thanks on behalf of the Humane Society of Goodhue County Board of Directors, the staff, volun-
teers and the animals entrusted to our care.  Your contribution of $382.75 raised at the presentation on Sunday, 
January 7 will help provide the services and food that the animals need every days. 
 

I understand that the presentation by Dr. Sara Lewis was well attended.  It was unfortunate that Humane Society 
representatives were unable to attend.  I know we would have learned a great deal from her.  I appreciate that 
your church shared your space and did the work to make sure she had a good audience.  It helps us when more 
people understand the work that we do. 
 

Again, my thanks for the generosity of your church. 
 

Sincerely, 
Karen Seaberg,  Chair Board of Directors 
 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Dear Pastor Oglesbee, Pastor Larsen, and all members of First United Methodist Church, 

Thank you so very much for your generous donations to HOPE Coalition.  Your gifts make it possible for us to 
work toward our mission to end domestic violence, sexual assault, child abuse, and homelessness so that every 
person has the opportunity to live life to its fullest.  You are helping us do this! 

Also, thank you so much for inviting me to speak with your fellowship.  You were all so warm and friendly, com-
passionate, curious and generous.  We are very grateful for all you do in the community and for HOPE. 

Linda Flanders 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Book Study Invitation for Lent 

As we are thrust into the New Year with cold weather that makes us want to hibernate, I 
would like to invite you to come out for some fellowship.  We will be gathering during Lent 
for a book study based on this invite from the Bishop. 

This Lent (February 14-April 1), the Bishop and Cabinet invite all United Methodists to take 
on some intentional practices of being generous, hospitable, Spirit-led Christ-like missional 
people that surprise the world.  Beginning on February 15th, each week in the MN Connect   
e-newsletter, we will post a new video introducing these practices, based on Michael Frost’s 
book Surprise the World:  Five Habits of Highly Missional People.  We will also include a link 
to scripture and reflection questions weekly.  And then tell the stories of what happens as 
you engage in these five practices by posting on social media with the hashtag 

#surprisetheworld!  Let’s start a movement! 

I will email out the link for you to watch the video from the Conference.  We will then gather on Thursdays at the 
First United Methodist Church in Red Wing at 5:30pm and have a time to journey together as a DNA (discipleship, 
nurture, accountability) group.  To be in on the email chain please email me at jnesburgplein@gmail.com.   

Please invite anyone who you think would enjoy this book study. The book is available on e-readers as well as I 
have purchased copies of this book to share.  Please let me know if you need a copy.   In faith together- Judy Plein 
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Women’s Ministry 
 

 

All women are invited to UMW Circle and Mission Team meetings.  The schedule for 
February is as follows: 
 

 Eve Circle—Monday, February 12, 9:30 am, at Liberty’s 
 Ruth Circle—Tuesday, February 13, 1 pm, at the church 
 Mission Team—Wednesday, February 28, 1 pm, at the church 
 
The Funeral Committee for February is:  Brenda Blair, Phyl Hendrickson, Carol Berg, Marne Kenitz, 
Kate Miller, Nada Moore, Donna Muller, Hazel Muller, Judy Plein, Elvira Sigmund, and Mickey Zimmer. 
 
For more information about UMW contact president Jane Baker (388-9127, janekbaker@yahoo.com), or 
online at www.unitedmethodistwomen.org 

Many thanks to Lee Gernentz who has served a secretary of our unit for many years.  Lee has resigned 
and will be replaced by Yvonne Childs. 

After the rummage sale, unsold suitcases, book bags, and coats were donated to Hope Coalition.  We re-
ceived the following note from them:  Dear Jane and United Methodist Women, Thank you for your dona-
tion of various household and personal items to HOPE Coalition.  They went quickly!  Your generosity helps 
HOPE to serve its clients better.  Wishing you all a 2018 filled with peace and good health. ~ HOPE Coalition 
Staff & Clients 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Prayer and Care Ministry Team meets twice a month to share con-
cerns and lift them in prayer. Prayer requests can be made by filling out the 
yellow prayer cards in the pews during a worship service or contacting the 
pastors, church office (388-3262), or Jane Baker (388-9127). All concerns 
are kept confidential unless permission is given to put them in the bulletin 
or on the Prayer board. With permission, prayer concerns are passed on to 
the email prayer chain for additional prayer. 
  The Prayer and Care Ministry Team organizes extended communion 
quarterly.  If you would like to receive communion in your home in March, 
or know of someone who would like to, or if you would like to deliver com-
munion, please contact a pastor, the church office, or Jane Baker by February 
28.  
  The Prayer and Care Ministry Team will meet February 13 and 27, at 11 
am, in the Friendship Room.  

mailto:janekbaker@yahoo.com
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Summary of Council Minutes from January 11 
 

Members Present:    Pastor Clay Oglesbee, Judy Plein, Jane Baker, Crystal Henderson, Andrea Ramberg, 
Bob Stone, Jane Stone, Katie Bystrom, Paul Karlen, & Pastor Amanda Larsen (via phone) 
 Guest:    John Laster of Horizons    
The meeting was called to order at 6:40 p.m. by Chair Judy Plein.  We began with a presentation by John 
Laster of Horizons.   
 

Giving, Resourcing and Administration 
 Giving - Paul briefly went over the financial reports and noted that apportionments were paid in full for 
2017.  About $10,000 was given in 2017 to cover 2018 pledges. 
Missions Support – HOPE Coalition is the Work of Mercy for January.  Crystal made a motion, seconded 
by Paul, to specify 25% of contributions to the HOPE Coalition for homelessness.  
Trustees – Bob, the new Trustees chair, reported that no meeting was held in December.   
SPRC – Katie reported that the hiring of Jane and Crystal was approved by the SPRC pending the grant 
approval by the congregation.   
The ELI Project is seeking participants and church hosts.  The cost to the church is $1000, and a $2000 
grant is provided by the conference.  This year we will have fewer camps but more service projects, in-
cluding a service camp week and pop-up VBS.   
 

Witness and Service 
Mission Market - A thank-you was received from Heifer International. 
Welcoming Committee – Jane Stone reported that no meeting was held in December.  However, the 
committee decorated a wreath for Advent & Christmas, sent 30 Christmas cards to elderly members, 
helped serve the December 17 brunch, and helped wrap Christmas Project gifts.  
Prayer & Care Team – Jane Baker reported that the Prayer and Care Team continues to meet on the sec-
ond and fourth Tuesdays of each month. 
UMW – Jane Baker submitted a letter about coffee hour.  Issues include coffee pots, supplies, hot coffee in 
recyclable cups, equipment & supplies, and educating members why we changed from foam cups to recy-
clable cups.  The UMW cookie walk brought in $1127.50.  The UMW Mission Team has contributed $1350 
to local charities, $500 to Emma Norton Residence, and $500 to UMCOR.  UMW members served a lunch 
following the memorial service for Gladys Mason. 
Service & Witness Team – Judy requested continued prayers for Bruce & Brenda Blair, who are in 
Mondema. 
 

Prayer & Discipleship – Passionate Spirituality 
Five Marks of a Methodist – Judy pointed out passages from chapter four, which was the assigned read-
ing for Council members. 
Judy noted that her son, Nick, will be scheduled for open heart surgery. 
Adult Forums – Pastor Clay reported that forums have been scheduled through May.   
Presence and Worship – Pastor Clay noted that worship attendance is up.       
 

Additional Items 
LGBTQ - Pastor Clay noted that we have done nothing regarding LGBTQ matters since approving the 
statement for full inclusion.   
God Is on the Move – Crystal has been working with HOPE Coalition and Habitat for Humanity. Buck 
Family Fundraiser – Crystal announced a February 3 fundraiser for the Buck family.  This will include a 
breakfast and craft and bake sale at Mounds Park UMC.  Our church members are welcome to provide 
items for the sale. 
 

Upcoming Events 
Judy plans a study of the book Surprise the World. 
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First United Methodist Church 
403 East Ave. 

Red Wing, MN 55066 
 

Phone:  651-388-3262 

Connect to God, Grow in Love, Serve in the World 

Non-Profit Org. 
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Lead Pastor 
Rev. Clay Oglesbee 

Email:  redwingrev@gmail.com 
Cell:  507-251-9283  

 

Pastor of Children, Youth and Family Ministries 
Pastor Amanda Larsen 

Email:  pastoramandalarsen@gmail.com  
Cell:  507-884-9835 

 

Administrative Assistant 
Cindy Johnston 

Email:  methodistadmin@msn.com 
 

Music Director 
Kim Cory 

Email:  snkcory@gmail.com 

Care Coordinator 
Jane Stone 

janestone1125@msn.com  
 

Children, Youth and Family (CYF) Assistant 
Crystal Henderson 

rwfumcyouth@gmail.com  
 

Office Phone 
651-388-3262 

 
Church Office Hours 

Monday – Friday  11:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 
 

General Church Email 
redwingmethodist@msn.com 

 

Sunday Worship               9:30 a.m. 
Fellowship                     10:30 a.m. 
Sunday school    10:45 a.m. 
Adult Forums    10:45 a.m. 
 

 

 

Community Meals in February 

Sundays February 11, 18, and 25 

Served at 5:00 p.m. 
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