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The First Word
April 2018
First United Methodist Church ~ 403 East Ave. Red Wing, MN 55066

Our Vision: Connect to God, Grow in Love, Serve in the World
Challenge 165-Pay It Forward!
Friends, this year we will be celebrating the 165th year of our congregational ministry in Red Wing by growing
discipleship to new levels of service in ministry during 2018 and beyond! Our Council has supported these
steps to reach out to the community and toward the future!
Our History Is 165 Years-Plus of Ministry in the Red Wing Area
Our Challenge 165-Pay It Forward Goals in Serving and Giving for 2018:
Stewardship Discovery Process:
$165,000-Plus in Legacy Giving (wills, etc.) and special gifts above our current $70,000 endowment.
God Is on the Move Outreach
$16,500-Plus in gifts to Red Wing groups and non-profits
$1,650-Plus to the Mondema Church and School (Sierra Leone)
165-Plus Acts of Service to Our Neighbors
165-Plus Unique children and youth served
165-Plus New and Regular Contacts with Adults
Prayer and Care—Nurturing Elderly and Vulnerable Persons
165-Plus Acts of Prayer and Care for Elderly and Vulnerable
165-Plus Celebration among our United Methodist Women
Calendar for 2018--165 - Pay It Forward
Sunday, April 8: Special Church Conference will be convened at 10:20 a.m. to consider proposed initiative and funding for a 6-month Stewardship Discovery Process.
Sunday, April 22—In worship, we will celebrate the first Methodist preaching in the Red Wing area
during the spring of 1853, as well as the 50th Anniversary of the United Methodist denomination (formed on
April 23, 1868). We plan to mark the day by sharing portions of the sermon “Visions and Dreams” preached by
Albert Outler, a renowned United Methodist historian and leader.
April 25-27—Stewardship Discovery Process Begins…John Laster of the Horizons Stewardship organization will be interviewing groups of our leaders, as well as individual households, for their views of our
history, present ministries and missions, and vision for the future as an active Neighboring congregation.
Sunday, October 20—In worship, we will remember that on October 17, 1853, the Rev. Norris Hobart
came to Red Wing to hold a first quarterly conference meeting at Henry Bevans’ log residence on Bush Street
between what is now Main and Third Streets.
Sunday, November 18—In worship, we will celebrate the formal launch of the new congregation during November 1853 with 24 persons present. We will dedicate our pledge offerings and celebrate our promised
endowment giving on this Dedication Sunday!
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April 2018—Worship & Adult Forums in Eastertide
Our April (and Easter) Work of Mercy is for local church ministries. Our target for giving is $5,000 to undergird our current operating costs for ministry.

Easter and Eastertide: Rising Up
April 1—Easter Sunday, Baptism of Adeline Maxine Mraz
Sermon: Crucified, Died and Rising Up
Scripture: Mark 16:1-8
Easter Breakfast at 8:30 a.m.
Easter Sunday Worship at 9:30 a.m.
April Work of Mercy offering for Local Church Ministries
Preaching: Pastor Clay Oglesbee
April 8—Second Sunday of Easter, Sacrament of Holy Communion
Sermon: Agnostics All
Scripture: John 20:24-31
Preaching: Pastor Amanda Larsen
10:20 a.m.—Special Church Conference: Funding Stewardship Discovery Process
April 15—3rd Sunday of Easter
Sermon: Do Not Postpone Love, Joy or Peace
Scripture: Luke 24:36b-48
Preaching: Pastor Clay Oglesbee
April 22—50th Anniversary of Founding of the United Methodist Denomination
(165th Anniversary of First Methodist Preaching in Red Wing)
Sermon: Historic Message from Albert Outler
Scripture: John 10:1-8
Preaching: Pastor Clay Oglesbee
April 29—5th Sunday of Easter
Sermon: Vine and Branches of Community
Scripture: John 15:1-8
Preaching: Pastor Clay Oglesbee

Adult Forums: Abrahamic Faiths & Earth-keeping






April 1--Easter Sunday (No Forum, Fellowship Time Only)
April 8--Abrahamic Faiths--An Overview, Associate Professor Jamie A. Schillinger, Religion Department, Saint Olaf College and Director of Middle Eastern Studies
April 15--Islam, Ms. Regina Mustafa, Founder and Executive Director, Community Interfaith Dialogue
on Islam (CIDI) )
April 22--Judaism, Ed Rapoport, Minnesota-Dakotas Jewish Community Relations Council (JCRC)
April 29—Earthkeeping: Perspectives and Practices to Care for the Earth
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Just One More Thing … Notes from Pastor Clay Oglesbee
50th Anniversary of United Methodism
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Friends, do you remember, or have you studied, what was happening in 1968? It has been said to
be one of the most turbulent times in American history. The nation was divided over the Viet Nam
War, even as the Tet Offensive took place. The My Lai Massacre also occurred in 1968. Dr. Martin
Luther King, Junior was assassinated early in April, and Robert F. Kennedy Junior was assassinated
in June, as he ran for President of the United States. Hubert Humphrey ran opposite Richard Nixon
and also George Wallace. Racial tensions and violence were mounting. Among all these, there
were also religious events meant to extend God’s loving presence in the world; one of these was the
founding of our United Methodist denomination.—Pastor Clay Oglesbee
Guest-Written by Bishop Bruce Ough, Dakotas-Minnesota Episcopal Area
One of the many joys of serving as your bishop is the opportunity to participate in local church anniversary observances. These events are always marked by reunion, remembering, and rehearsing the congregation’s mission.
Generally, when I am privileged to preach at anniversary worship celebrations, I begin by saying that an anniversary is the perfect platform from which to launch the next season of the congregation’s ministry, in the power of the
Holy Spirit.
This year, we have such an opportunity for the entire United Methodist Church. April 23, 1968 was the birthday of
The United Methodist Church (which marked the union of the Evangelical United Brethren (EUB) and Methodist
Episcopal denominations). This year, we celebrate the 50th anniversary of the formation of our denomination. We
celebrate this milestone in the midst of seeking a way forward—a renewed focus on unity, contextualized ministry,
and mission within our global United Methodist Church.
I invite you to read a sermon delivered by Dr. Albert Outler on April 23, 1968 at the formation of The United Methodist Church. While some of the language reflects the times, the aspirations, questions, and challenges raised in the
sermon are startlingly relevant for us today as we seek to be the Church that God calls us to be. It is clearly a platform statement upon which we can build toward a future with hope.
I wish you thoughtful and prayerful reading and study of this historic sermon.
Portions of Dr. Albert Outler’s Sermon preached at the historic Uniting Conference on April 23, 1968, will be shared
with our congregation as our message on Sunday, April 22, 2018, the 50th anniversary of our denomination. --Note
from Pastor Clay Oglesbee

Special Church Conference—April 8, 10:20 a.m.
First United Methodist Church will convene briefly on Sunday, April 8, immediately after worship to vote on a resolution to approve drawing funds from our permanent endowment to support coaching and consultation on a Stewardship Discovery Process, to be led by the Horizons Stewardship organization. This will begin on April 25-27 informational interviews and continue for six months following. Our purpose is to inform and prompt members and
friends of the congregation to make Legacy Gifts through wills and other giving for the long-term funding of ministry, totaling at least $165,000 in new or promised giving to our endowments for mission and facilities needs. All
members are invited to be present and to vote.

Stewardship Discovery Begin April 25-27
As a celebration of our 165th anniversary as a God-and-Neighbor serving congregation in Red Wing, we are targeting
at least an increase of promised and in-hand Legacy and Capital Facilities Giving (wills, special reserve giving, etc.)
to $165,000 above from our current $70,000. During the initial launch of our professionally-led Stewardship Discovery Process, leaders and members of our congregation will be invited to share in group and individual interviews and conversations concerning our current ministry and Vision to reach out in an active Neighboring Movement in Red Wing, something we have been calling God Is On the Move. This initiative has involved hands-on service through community meals, neighborly assistance to others, Red Wing Service Camp (October and this coming
summer), as well as building collaborative relationships with groups like Faith in Action, Rotary, Hope Coalition and
others. Each member will be offered time for a personal or household interview, as well as survey or other re3
sponse methods.
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Pastor Amanda's Enthusiastic Endorsement: Speak Up
Proverbs 31:8-9
8 Speak out for those who cannot speak,
for the rights of all the destitute.
9 Speak out, judge righteously,
defend the rights of the poor and needy.
Stories of people “speaking up” have been headline news this year. Recently the Joint Religious Legislative Coalition (JRLC) spent the “Day on the Hill” advocating for flexibility in fines, fees related to motor vehicle violations
and to fast track the waiting period for childcare assistance when the applicant is experiencing homelessness and
looking for work. (Your church had seven in attendance!) Also at the Minnesota State Capitol this month were disability advocates making appeals for housing and more support staff, and Minnesota Citizens for the Arts, to thank
legislators for continuing the support the Clean Water, Land and Legacy Amendment, which tripled funding for art
related projects in 2017. At the rally for JRLC, one speaker said “other groups bring money—we bring people.”
Each of these advocacy groups, the JRLC, disability advocates, and Minnesota Citizens for the Arts were people
“speaking up” as we are told to do in Proverbs 31:8-9.
It is not just in St Paul that we are called to speak up, nor is speaking up limited to our voices. Our theater ad is
showing in Red Wing before every movie for the next six months. This is a huge commitment to “boost our signal”
in Red Wing. Every time we get a letter in the newspaper, serve a community meal, or hold a door open for someone at the YMCA (while wearing our church t-shirt!) we are speaking up. We are becoming known in Red Wing as
a church where people are making a difference—where God is on the move.
Speaking up when we see injustice is hard. Katarina and I recently strategized for a week as to how we would let
one of her coaches know that racial stereotyping is unacceptable. Our plan didn’t come together as smoothly as
we had hoped it would, but we did speak up. We are working on noticing when we should speak up and being prepared to do so. She, at 10 years old, is teaching me about this this, leading the way.
When young people are speaking, we should listen, thank them, and help amplify their voice. They are not only
hope for the future, they are hope and leaders now.

Confirmation
We are grateful to have had good weather for our trip to Lake Koronis for the Confirmation retreat. The youth
were able to connect with other confirmation students and spend some “time apart” reflecting on their statements
of faith. Confirmation Sunday is May 6. During the month of April each confirmation student will meet with Pastor
Amanda to discuss their statements of faith. On Wednesday April 25, instead of a regular youth group gathering,
the confirmation students will have a rehearsal from 6:30-7:30pm.

Youth Group


The Youth Group schedule for April is full of big events!



Wednesday, April 4, 6:00-7:30 Intergenerational YouTube Party. Hot dog dinner and preapproved YouTube
videos introduced by our youth!



Wednesday, April 11, 6:00-7:30 Mystery Destination



Wednesday, April 18, 6:00-7:30 Goodhue County History Center (meet at church for dinner, pick up at GCHC)



Wednesday, April 25 NO Youth Group. Confirmation dress rehearsal 6:30-7:30.
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Intergenerational Events
During March we had two intergenerational events. About 30 people attended our
showing of Wonder on March 11. The comments? Keep showing movies! On March 18,
about 15 youth and adults served the evening meal for our neighbors in the community.
From providing beverage service to wiping down tables after the meal all ages were involved. In April our intergenerational activity is a “get to know YouTube party.” Do you
wonder what kids watch on YouTube? Why do they like it so much? On April 4, starting
at 6:00pm with a hot dog dinner, our youth will be introducing videos on the big screens
in the sanctuary, explaining what appeals to them in the video and what kind of YouTube “genre” it represents. We’ll
also be taking questions from the audience about YouTube. All ages are welcome and encouraged to attend this fun
“educational event!”

Summer Programming
We are so close to finalizing our plans for the summer! We will be on the move with God as we host pop-up VBS in
our neighborhoods, show movies at the park, host and attend three weeks of service camps and adventure as a
church family in canoes on the river. One big change is the time and format of Vacation Bible School. VBS will be
August 6-9 from 5:00-7:45pm. This change was made to allow people who work during the day to participate in
VBS. It also means we can offer a VBS experience for youth and adults to do crafts and service projects, dance to crazy worship songs and have memorable snacks.

Preparing for Easter
ICYMI, Easter Sunday is April 1. We have two special events that day: a breakfast prepared by
our youth (8:30) and a celebration worship service (9:30). The youth will spend much of the
night on Saturday, March 31 preparing for Easter. During their Easter Vigil lock-in they will be
painting, baking, worshiping, decorating and doing a little bit of sleeping. Please plan to attend
the breakfast-- if you are bringing a large group, please let Crystal, Amanda or Cindy know. We
want to make sure we have enough for all!

Serving the Community Meal on March 18
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Care Ministries Report - From Jane Stone, Care Coordinator
Christ is risen! Hallelujah! This year Easter falls on April 1, April Fools’ Day. This is quite rare. The last
time Easter fell on April Fools’ Day was in 1956. After 2018, the next time the two coincide is 2029,
then again in 2040. After that, this will not occur again during this century.
April Fools’ Day is a day for joking and laughter. Did Jesus ever laugh? The Bible tells us, “Jesus
wept” (John 11:35), but there are no verses that say specifically that Jesus laughed. Yet, if we really pay
attention, we can find instances in the gospels where there is evidence that Jesus had a sense of humor.
In 1964, Christian scholar Elton Trueblood published The Humor of Christ. In his preface, he tells of
reading a New Testament passage aloud and hearing his seven-year-old son laugh. When he asked his
son why he laughed, the boy replied that the passage was funny. Jesus had been talking about pointing
out the speck of sawdust in someone else’s eye when their own eye has a log in it (Matthew 7:3-5, Luke
6:41-42). A log in an eye seems quite ridiculous! In his book, Trueblood tells readers that we often
overlook the humor in situations in the Bible.
Another example of Jesus using humor is found in Matthew 23:24, when he tells the Pharisees, “You
strain out a gnat but swallow a camel!” Obviously, it would be very difficult to swallow a camel, unless
it was very, very small.
Although we usually think of Jesus as being extremely serious, we need to remember that he was not
only fully God but also fully human. Humans laugh! Jesus had 12 disciples, who gathered with him often. When a dozen guys get together to hang out, undoubtedly, there will be laughter!
Ecclesiastes 3:4 tells us that there is “a time to weep, and a time to laugh; a time to mourn, and a time to
dance.” Although we weep at the crucifixion of Jesus, we rejoice at the resurrection of Christ, knowing
that we, too, have the promise of resurrection at the end of our earthly lives.
So…meanwhile, we are here to carry on the work of Christ:

Christ has no body now on earth but yours,
no hands but yours, no feet but yours.
Yours are the eyes through which to look out
Christ’s compassion to the world.
Yours are the feet with which he is
to go about doing good.
Yours are the hands with which he is to bless men now.
--St. Teresa of Avila
*******************************************************************************************************

Spring Cleaning Day at the Church
On Saturday, April 28 the Trustees are hosting a Spring Cleaning Day at the church beginning at
8:00 a.m. We need lots of hands to help make this a group effort and to get the job done quickly. If you have buckets, dusters, brooms, or anything else you think would help, please bring
with you when you come to clean. Lunch will be served at noon. So, come one, come all and
help spruce up the church building for the good of all.
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Abbreviated Council Notes from March 8 Meeting
Members Present: Pastor Amanda Larsen, Crystal Henderson, Paul Karlen, Mardell Bartlett, Bob Stone, Jane
Stone, Andrea Ramberg, Jane Baker, Pastor Clay Oglesbee
Pastor Amanda, filling in for Chair Judy Plein, called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. with a prayer.
Reports from Teams
 Children, Youth, & Families – Pastor Amanda sent an update via email.
 Welcoming Committee – Jane Stone reported that the committee has been concentrating on food.
 Men’s Cooking Group – Paul reported that the Men’s Cooking Group will prepare and serve the Lenten meal
on March 14.
 UMW – Jane Baker reported that our UMW is encouraging women to attend the Susanna Wesley event in
Farmington on April 14.
 Service & Witness Team – Mardell had no report but mentioned that the Handcrafters Group is preparing for
their sale.
 Prayer & Care Team – Jane Baker shared that her eye surgery went well and she’s healing well.
Holy Spirit Breakthroughs
 Pastor Clay – Our Cinema 8 ad starts mid-month and runs for six months.
 Crystal – Opinions were requested on the sample God Is on the Move shirt.
 Pastor Amanda – Both screens are now working—a good thing, since a movie will be shown on Sunday.
 Bob – Don Dopkins has been painting the sanctuary, and Gregg Beck has been assisting.
 Crystal – She will be preaching on Sunday.
Worship Planning
 Pastor Clay reported that God Is on the Move and so are we!
 Mardell mentioned that hymns in The Faith We Sing sometimes are a challenge for the congregation and guidance is needed. We should also compare the slides to the songbook.
 June 10 is UMW Sunday.
 We will celebrate the 165th anniversary of our church on three Sundays, one each in April, October, and November. We will also recognize the 50-year anniversary of the formation of the United Methodist Church,
which took place on April 23, 1968.
 Mardell announced that a coffee receptacle and recycle bucket are now available for use with recyclable cups
now being used during fellowship time.
 Pastor Clay noted the “Love Your Neighbor” signs in windows and the front yard.
Witness & Service
 Pastor Amanda shared a devotion with the message “Don’t give up on your neighborhood.”
 God Is on the Move – Crystal put in 62 hours last month. She’s been working on signs, shirts, etc.
 Care Coordinator – Jane is delighted that four members have volunteered to do visits.
Finance & Administration
 Finance Reports – Paul noted that income is up, mostly due to prepaid pledges of approximately $20,000.
 Project Mondema – Bruce Blair provided Pastor Clay with a list of suggested priorities for Project Mondema.
 Trustees – Bob reported that our insurance agent attended the last Trustee meeting.
 Contract with Horizons – Pastor Clay reported that a contract has been signed with Horizons for six months
of coaching and consulting about legacy giving.
Prayer & Discipleship
 Letters to the editor have been in the local newspaper. Adult forums have been successful. Jane Baker described Judy Plein’s study (BELLS) as a new way to connect.
 Building Use Updates – Pastor Clay reported that Rotary will be our guests on April 3 for their meeting and
lunch.
 Faith in Action is also looking for space, as all non-profits must move from their current space by the end of
September. They are looking at options both individually and as a group.
 Crystal offered a closing prayer. The meeting was adjourned at 8:05 p.m.
 NEXT MEETING: Thursday, April 12, 6:30 p.m.
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JRLC Day on the Hill
Tuesday, March 13, more than 600 people gathered at Central Presbyterian Church in St. Paul, to participate in
the Joint Religious Legislative Coalition’s (JRLC) annual Day on the Hill. JRLC’s goal is to promote interfaith advocacy for social justice. The morning’s program was attended by Christians, Jews, Muslims, and possibly others
who want to encourage Minnesota legislators to make laws that will move families toward economic stability.
Jane Stone, Liz Ciccone, Jane Baker, Christie Brown, Crystal Henderson, Pastors Clay Oglesbee, Amanda Larsen,
and former pastor Wayne Walther attended the event.
Rabbi David Locketz, from the Bet Shalom congregation, delivered the keynote address on the meaning of the
question of "If not now, when?" His focus is that NOW is the time for the religious community to advocate for
those in need and we must treat everyone as though we are all on the same rung of the ladder. StreetSong MN, a
choir of former and current homeless persons, gave two inspiring performances.
In 2009 the Minnesota Legislature released a report from the Legislative Commission to End Poverty in Minnesota by 2020. With the target date of 2020 now less than two years away, the JRLC has prepared a Poverty Progress Report assessing how Minnesota is doing in meeting this goal. The Poverty Progress Report lists notable progress and identifies areas where additional work needs to be done. To review the report, go to
jrlc.org.
Members of our District 21 met to discuss strategies for meeting with our legislators to promote legislation concerning: housing—bonding to help build affordable housing; fees and fines—giving judges flexibility to change
fees and fines on minor traffic violations; childcare—better funding for families experiencing homelessness; and
anti-bias legislation—protecting persons hurt by discriminatory practices. Later we met with our Representative
Barb Haley to discuss these concerns. Our Senator Mike Goggin did not respond to our request for a meeting.
The work of JRLC is not finished for the 2018 session, but, on March 13, we made our voice known as faithful advocates! For more information about JRLC and our Day on the Hill, contact one of the participants. - Jane Baker

Letters, Notes and Appreciation
Congratulations to Tom Muller who received the Lions Club 5M1 District Governor Certificate “Everyday Hero
Award.” This is presented to the Lion that is driven to serving for the good of their Club as a Team Member for
Success to strengthen the love and pride of Lionism in their club and knows the Power of One. Way to go Tom!
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Dear Friends in Mission:
Thank you for partnering with the United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR). Through your gift, you are
helping to provide humanitarian relief when war, conflict, or natural disaster disrupts life to such an extent that
communities are unable to recover on their own.
One hundred percent of your gift through The Advance, the designated giving channel of the United Methodist
Church, will go directly to the people who need it most. Thank you for giving so generously. You gave to Project
#982450 – Disaster Response, International - $1,150 and to Project #999895 – Undesignated UMCOR in memory
of Georgia Correll - $210.
Grace and Peace,
Roland Fernandes and Russell Pierce
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Outreach and Missions
Going Green Update
The Church Council recently decided to “go more green” during our Sunday morning coffee hour.
The goal is for less waste to go into the incinerator or landfill and for more items to be recycled.
On Sunday, March 11 Pastor Amanda used the children's message time in worship to teach a lesson in recycling.
She passed out the recyclable cups to the children giving one child some water in that cup. After a discussion
with the children on what the prefix "RE" meant (do over) they recycled their cups. The empty cups to the recycle bucket while the cup with water dumped it into a receptacle and then into the recycle bucket. These receptacles will be in the Friendship Room for continuing this process. It was an interesting demonstration for both
children and adults.
Already Styrofoam cups have been replaced by recyclable cups. Many people have been tossing these cups into
the trash instead of the “Recycle Bin.” Now there is a container for dumping liquids and a wire basket for the paper cups near the “Recycle Bin.” We hope everyone will help in this recycling effort.
Some members are using mugs brought from home and kept at church. We encourage everyone to bring their
own labelled mug or to use an extra from the storage cupboard. Watch the newsletter for more “Going Green”
information. Questions? Ideas? Want to help? Contact Mardell Bartlett or Jane Baker.

Save Tabs For Ronald McDonald House
There is a large plastic jug in Hamline Foyer for the collection of tabs from soda and other
types of cans. These tabs are given to the Ronald McDonald house in Rochester for its fundraising efforts. Please save your tabs and add them to our jug. When the jug is full, we will
take them to Rochester’s Ronald McDonald House.

Red Wing Food Shelf
Food is always needed at the Red Wing Food Shelf. Please bring canned goods, flour, sugar, dry cereals, and other nonperishables and put them in the labeled boxes at the church entrances. We will
get them to the Food Shelf. If you prefer to give cash, please make checks to the church designated
for the Food Shelf. The Food Shelf is able to buy 4 times more at the food bank than can be bought
at local grocery stores. If you cannot donate, please keep the work of the Food Shelf in your prayers. Thank you for your generosity. If you have any questions, please contact Jane Baker (3889127).

Econo Receipts
Please continue to put your Econo receipts in the box in Hamline Foyer. We are working toward another goal of
$150,000 for which the store will give us $1000. Receipts from 2016, 2017, and 2018 are accepted.

Box Tops for Education and Tyson Project A+
McCurdy School in Espanola, NM receives coupons from United Methodist Churches throughout the United
States. In a recent McCurdy newsletter it was reported that the Tyson A+ coupons are worth 24 cents while the
Box Tops are worth 10 cents. Box Top collection began in 2012 and they have received $83,873 for extras to the
school's programs. The first redemption of Tyson coupons McCurdy received $60. Someone at 1st UMC donated
our first Tyson coupons totaling 14. I will send them with the Box Tops. Tyson Project A+ is on mostly frozen
chicken products. If you use these products please cut off the coupon and place in the receptacle on the Connection Center in the Hamline Commons. Thank you to all who have collected coupons for McCurdy and please continue. I have been sending these coupons to McCurdy for over 40 years. – Mardell Bartlett
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Women’s Ministry
All women are invited to UMW Circle and Mission Team meetings. The April schedule is:


Monday, April 9, Eve Circle, 9:30 am, at Liberty’s Restaurant, Sue Nelson chairman (388-6062)



Tuesday, April 10, Ruth Circle, 1 pm, Margaret Foster chairman (388-4459)



Saturday, April 14, 10:30 am, presentation portraying Susanna Wesley, Farmington UMC (contact Jane Baker if
you would like to carpool). There is a sign-up sheet in the Connection Center for this event. Everyone is invited.



Wednesday, April 25, Mission Team, 1 pm



Saturday, April 28, District Spring Gathering, Glendale UMC, 13550 Glendale Road, Savage, MN, 8:45 am-3 pm;
Presentations on Prisoners in the Minnesota Prison System—What has been done to help? And “Way Forward”
adding our voices to the conversation.

Please contact UMW President, Jane Baker (388-9127, janekbaker@yahoo.com) for information about any of these
events.
The funeral committee for April is Marlene Lampman, Opal Larson, Marge Lewis, Cheryl Enevold, Christy Rikli,
Ada Seeker, Jane Stone, Carrissa Sullivan, and Carol Yarwood.

Holy Listening Workshop
On Saturday, March 17, Jane Baker, Christie Brown, and I attended the “Holy Listening II” workshop at Christ UMC
in Rochester. 35 clergy and laity from four of our five Minnesota districts attended the workshop.
Information included the difference between a social visit and a caring visit and what to do before, during, and after a caring visit. Three members of Christ UMC’s Parish Ministry Team served on a panel to answer questions
from attendees. Several breakout sessions were offered, including Developing a Caring Ministry Team, End of Life
and Hospice Ministry, Self-Care Necessary for Caring Ministry, and Facing Your Own Death as Renewal of Life.
This was a valuable workshop experience! We encourage other members of our congregation to join us in making
caring visits to church members who are unable to attend worship. --Jane Stone, Care Coordinator

DO YOU HAVE A PRAYER REQUEST? Perhaps you or a family member or a friend is
experiencing a physical or mental health concern. Perhaps someone you know is facing a life-altering decision. Or perhaps you know a family who has lost a loved one.
Maybe you have a joy to share! The power of prayer in all situations is unlimited.
Our church has two groups that respond to prayer requests. The prayer chain is a
group of “prayer warriors” who receive requests by telephone or email and pray daily for at least two weeks for the concern; the Prayer and Care Ministry meets twice
a month. Prayer requests can be made by filling out the yellow prayer cards in the
pews during a worship service or contacting a pastor, church office (388-3262), or
Jane Baker (388-9127). All concerns are kept confidential unless permission is given
to include them on the Prayer Board and/or in the Sunday bulletin. If you would like
to participate in either group, please contact one of the pastors or the church office.
The dates for the Prayer and Care Ministry meetings in April are Wednesdays April
11 and 25.
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CONFERENCE CONNECTIONS
All United Methodist churches are connected through shared mission and ministry and united in their efforts to
grow in love of God and neighbor, reach new people, and heal a broken world. Check out these news tidbits from
the Minnesota Annual Conference, which serves all 350 United Methodist churches in the state.
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Bishop Ough: Becoming ‘Extremophiles’: What does it mean to lose one’s life for the sake of the gospel? It
means we are to become an extremophile, Bishop Ough said in his 2018 Ash Wednesday message. The word
“extremophile” literally means “extreme-lovers.” “I don’t know if there is anything more extreme than to deny
oneself, take up one’s cross, follow Jesus to Calvary, and lay down one’s life for others,” he explained. “You see,
the journey we are on with Jesus during these 40 days is one of learning to become an extreme disciple…
Extreme disciples do not make their witness through extreme ultimatums about extreme positions. They join
with Jesus in his extreme mission of redeeming all of creation.”



Surprise the World! Lenten book study: It’s not too late to join the Minnesota Conference’s Lenten book
study, based on Michael Frost’s Surprise the World! The book focuses on five habits of highly missional people:
bless, eat, listen, learn, and sent. Read the book, and watch seven corresponding short videos featuring Minnesota Conference leaders. Better yet, gather a group from your congregation and read, watch, and discuss together! Learn more: www.minnesotaumc.org/surprisetheworld-resources.



2018 Annual Conference—Discover Joy: Live Deeply: May 29-June 1, St. Cloud. Join us at the 2018 Annual
Conference (as a voting member or a visitor) as we focus on the pathway to a deep, well-lived life that comes as
we abide in Jesus. It will be a meaningful time of connecting, worshiping, learning, and exploring practices that
give depth to our spiritual lives. The gathering features teaching sessions with Rev. Olu Brown, a festival with a
concert by singer-songwriter Carrie Newcomer, and much more. Registration is now open! Register by May 1
for the best rates. Learn more: www.minnesotaumc.org/annualconference.



‘See All the People’ challenge: The United Methodist Church’s Discipleship Ministries is challenging United
Methodist congregations in the U.S. to tell the agency how they are planning to be engaged in their community
in an outwardly-focused way, which is one part of a discipleship system. On April 16, the agency will award a
$2,500 grant to two congregations that have creatively demonstrated how they are planning to engage their
broader community as part of their new discipleship system. Submit your entry by writing a plan or producing
a video; entries are due April 9. Learn more: resources.seeallthepeople.org/challenge/.



UMC celebrates 50 years: Did you know that this year marks the 50th anniversary of the formation of The
United Methodist Church? On April 23, 1968, the Evangelical United Brethren Church and the Methodist
Church united to form our denomination. We give thanks for our collective work and witness over the past five
decades, and we look ahead to a joyful and hope-filled future as we grow in our faith, reach new people for
Christ, and heal a broken world together in the years and decades to come.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------STAY CONNECTED!
“Like” the Minnesota Annual Conference on Facebook, follow the conference on Twitter and Instagram
(@MinnesotaUMC), and sign up (at www.minnesotaumc.org) for e-newsletters. For more information about any of
the items listed above, visit www.minnesotaumc.org.
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Phone: 651-388-3262

Red Wing, MN
Permit No. 249

Connect to God, Grow in Love, Serve in the World

Lead Pastor
Rev. Clay Oglesbee
Email: redwingrev@gmail.com
Cell: 507-251-9283

Care Coordinator
Jane Stone
janestone1125@msn.com
Children, Youth and Family (CYF) Assistant
Crystal Henderson
rwfumcyouth@gmail.com

Pastor of Children, Youth and Family Ministries
Pastor Amanda Larsen
Email: pastoramandalarsen@gmail.com
Cell: 507-884-9835

Office Phone
651-388-3262

Administrative Assistant
Cindy Johnston
Email: methodistadmin@msn.com

Church Office Hours
Monday – Friday 11:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.

Music Director
Kim Cory
Email: snkcory@gmail.com

Sunday Worship
Fellowship
Sunday school
Adult Forums

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

General Church Email
redwingmethodist@msn.com

9:30 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
10:40 a.m.
10:40 a.m.

Community Meals in April
Sundays April 8 and 22
Served at 5:00 p.m.
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