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The First Word 
September 2018 

First United Methodist Church ~ 403 East Ave.  Red Wing, MN 55066 

Our Vision:  We are people who have faith that God is on the Move! 

“Those who lose their life for my sake will find it”  –Gospel of Matthew 16:25     

Starting on Rally Sunday, September 9th:   

Life’s Stages with God 
During the first weeks of our fall schedule, much of our preaching and several of our adult forums will focus on 
the life-stages we experience.  We will discuss some of the physical, relational, emotional and spiritual charac-
teristics of a maturing human being who is a Christian.  This is all part of the spiritual journey of every soul.   
 
Frequently, what we preach in worship will coincide what we share in the adult forums.  The forums will often 
combine a large group presentation with personal reflection and small group sharing.  All our Church partici-
pants and neighbors are invited to share.  We will explore emotional health, intimacy with God, and spiritual 
friendship with Christ and one another as we age.    
 

 

Fall Sunday School  
Beginning September 9 we will have two Sunday School classes for children and 
youth.  
 
 

Katie Bystrom, Mandy Mroz and Michelle Mallon will be teaching children from 
birth to 5th grade.  The curriculum they will be using is Deep Blue Kids, the one 
we introduced last year.  Each week Katie, Mandy and Michelle will be able to choose the right ways to teach the 
kids they have- with different kinds of activities to keep everyone learning.  The theme this year is families of 
the Bible!  Deep Blue Connects:  At Home with God helps families grow in faith together as children take what 
they've learned in Sunday school and dive deeper into the stories at home with their families.  Children will ex-
plore families in the Bible, learn how today's faith families care for children as they grow, build loving relation-
ships, and find out what it means to be part of God's family.  In September these students will be learning 
about Jesus’ birth family and his family of choice- the disciples and us!  
 
Pastor Amanda and Melinda Brueschke will be teaching the 6th-12th grade.  At the end of last year, the youth 
came up with a list of “big questions.”  They also came up with rules for discussion:  be open minded and be 
respectful.  Each week Amanda and Mindy will lead a discussion of the “big question” of the week.  Note - we 
have some youth who choose to go to the forum each week.  We will also attend the forum as a group when the 
topic is right for our class.  
 
 September   9 Big Question:  How can we relate to people who are different from us? 
 September 16 Big Question:  If God “puts us through things” what does that say about God?  
 September 23 Big Question:  What do we do with things that have no definite answers? 
 September 30 Youth are the forum!  Our youth will be a panel for the forum on “Children and Youth Today” 
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September 2018--Worship as Fall Schedule Begins                               
Our fall services are held at 9:30 a.m. on Sunday mornings.  Our September Work of Mercy (beginning with Com-
munion on September 3, will be for Crop Walk, food relief.   This will continue through the month.   Our overall 
worship theme is to be Companions in Christ.   

           

 

 

 

Theme— 

Life-Stages in 
the Christian 
Life with God 

Messages 

  

Key Scripture 
Texts 

Preaching or Sharing 
a Message 

Special Features 

September 2 

Labor Day 
Week-End 

  

Should Christians 
read Harry Potter? 

Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 
21-23 

James 1:17-27 

Pastor Amanda Larsen Sacrament of Holy 
Communion –
Work of Mercy   
Offering  for the 
Crop Walk 

September 9 

Rally Sunday 

 

Stages on the Way 

(Birth and Holiness) 

Numbers 33:1-4, 
Luke 1:26-35 

Pastor Clay Oglesbee Dr. Bruce McBeath 
“Psychology and 
Spirituality of    
Aging” 

  

September16 

 

Childhood—
Innocence and 
Wonder 

Luke 18:15-17 Pastor Amanda Larsen Life Stage Review - 
Pastor Clay     
Oglesbee 

  

  

September 23 

  

Legacy Giving To be determined Guest Preacher:   
Rev. John Laster 

Terry Zielinski:  
“Faith and Health 
Throughout Life” 

September 30 Adolescence and 
Passion 

Luke 2:41-52 Pastor Clay Oglesbee 

  

  

  

  

 Children and 
Youth Panel on 
“What being young 
is really like        
today.” 

The Prayer and Care Ministry Team will meet Wednesdays, September 12 and 
26, at 11 a.m. in the Friendship Room.  If you have prayer requests or joys, please 
contact Jane Baker (388-9127; janekbaker@yahoo.com) or put them on a yellow 
prayer card in the church pew and drop it in the offering plate.  
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Just One More Thing … Notes from Pastor Clay Oglesbee 

Legacy Giving When God Is on the Move (sermon excerpt)  

A few months ago, we all agreed to conduct a Legacy or Planned Giving Initiative.  Soon, volun-
teers and the pastors will be calling your households to arrange a short visit, asking for your 
decisions about legacy giving in various forms (wills, special gifts, etc.).  The point of such an 
initiative is basically to “cache” some of the resources that will be needed for our church’s faith 
journey of our church in the future.   This is a different kind of giving than that which we make 
for our operating expenses.  Your annual pledges or tithes are meant to be and support our   

current efforts and energy for mission and ministries today.  However, Planned Giving allows us to also fund and 
support tomorrow. 
 
The great Protestant theologian, Reinhold Niebuhr, wrote, “Nothing that is worth doing can be achieved in our life-
time….therefore, we live by hope.”  Think about these things:  the construction of the Cathedral of Notre Dame took 
200 years.  That is six generations needed to bring that cathedral to its completion!  Imagine for a moment that 
somewhere along the line a generation or two had said, “We are too tired, too distracted, too frightened, too bored, 
or too self-focused to carry our own weight, or to anticipate the needs of others in God’s history-long great work.  
Count us out!”  Such persons would have made a fundamental spiritual mistake by withdrawing from responsibility 
to God, to neighbor, and to the future.   
 
Ray Bradbury wrote in the novel Fahrenheit 451, “Everyone must leave something behind when he (or she) dies…. A 
child or a book or a painting or a house or a wall built or a pair of shoes made. Or a garden planted.  Something your 
hand touched some way so your soul has somewhere to go when you die, and when people look at that tree or that 
flower you planted, you're there…. 
 
How many times in life are we given the opportunity to pause in the middle of our work, and to think to ourselves, 
“What on earth am I here for?  What cathedral are we building in our own generation’s era of service?”   
 
It’s as if Paul had said directly to us today, “We are made by God…for good works.”  Or as if Isaiah had said to us, 
“You are God’s servant, in whom God will be glorified.”   As Jesus tells us in Mathew 16:25 and 26:   “Those who lose 
their life for my sake will find it….”   
 
These particular days from now until mid-November can be ones of prayer, reflection and action, strengthening our 
own appreciation and clarity about the legacy of this congregation at 165 years of age, and also on our own personal 
and generational legacies.   This ought to be a time for each of us to consider how we want to respond to and sup-
port our ongoing ministries and missions year by year, as well as our Legacy Giving Campaign for longer-term 
needs.     

 

Legacy Giving Vision-Visits Moving Forward 
We are pleased to write today that four Vision-Visit teams are arranging to visit with as many of our church house-
holds as possible during August, September and October.  These teams of volunteers and the pastors are seeking 
input from the congregation about facets of our ministries that are most exciting to them, as well as to describe our 
church Vision (“We believe God is on the Move in Red Wing…”), our steps to express that vision both as outreach 
and inreach in our congregation and community, and also our need for planned or legacy giving to secure the finan-
cial foundations of our church for future needs and care of our facilities.   
 
When we began this Legacy Giving Initiative, we knew of only one or two households who had made planned giving 
decisions for our congregation.  Today, as the teams are first going out, we are already aware of a total of around 10 
such gifts—whether already made, intended, or given in immediate financial support to the church endowment.  
This is exciting news!  While it’s impossible to calculate the exact financial value of such gifts, the fact that commit-
ments are being made as ways to support our ministries and mission in the future is a vital   dynamic for celebrating 
the first 165 years, and for anticipating the needs of our church in the future.  Thanks to everyone for receiving the 
Vision-Visit Team, as well as for your prayerful consideration of what you can  personally commit through your will 
(as a percentage of your estate) or through other means.  Blessings to all!   
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Pastor Amanda's Enthusiastic Endorsement:  Summer Wrap Up-- 
How did it go? 

This summer we tried some new things at church and learned a lot.  I also tri’d some-
thing- a triathlon.  I’d done 4 tri’s in the past, when I weighed 50 pounds less.  The most 
recent one was in 2013.  August 12 I joined others at Colvill Park for the Wingman Tri. 
They start the slowest people first, which was good—it meant I had a 45 minute head 
start.  Even though it took me 10 minutes longer to complete the tri than the next slow-
est person, I finished it!  My favorite part was the bike ride.  While going up the endless 

hill on Flower Valley Road I came up with a terrible pun—you’ll get to hear it in the Advent program this Decem-
ber.  I was tired and sore, but I finished it.  My right knee still hurts each night.  
 
Later I thought about 2 Corinthians 4:16.  The Message paraphrase puts it this way.  So we’re not giving up.  How 
could we!  Even though on the outside it often looks like things are falling apart on us, on the inside, where God is 
making new life, not a day goes by without God’s unfolding grace. 
 
My body may no longer be tri ready, yet even in the middle of a dreadful hill, God was inspiring me with new 
things.  The way churches connect with children and youth is changing, Sunday school does not look like it did in 
the past, yet God is helping us find new ways to reach people.  
 

Not a day goes by without God’s unfolding grace.  

Amen to that! 

Summer:  by the numbers: 

 Vacation Bible School served 59 people: 11 children, 12 youth and 36 adults. We averaged 41 people a night, 
11 volunteering and 30 participants. 

 The movie ministry team showed three movies:  one in the sanctuary due to rain and two in the park.  
Through this ministry we met 45 new children and their families. 

 We held “pop up play” at three parks, visiting each park twice for a total of 6 events.  Colvill School and South 
Park proved to be the most popular.  Through this ministry we met 39 new children. 

 Our Summer Service weeks had 39 youth from Missouri serving in Red Wing for two weeks.  With their adult 
chaperones, they provide 2,340 hours of service to our neighbors in Red Wing! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Can you help people move?   
 

 We have more requests than we can 
handle and have to say no to some. 

 You don’t always have to help move 
couches and furniture. 

 Sometimes it just means helping to 
pack boxes. 

 Anyone can help in some way. 
 If you can help, please contact   

Crystal Henderson or Pastor Clay or 
Pastor Amanda. 
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Wednesday Evening Activities for Youth and others 
       6:00-7:30pm every Wednesday 
 

The All Generations Ministry Team (formerly “Children/Youth and Families”) is excited for some changes coming 
to our Wednesday evening ministries this fall.  One of the recommendations from the interviews conducted by 
Horizons Stewardship this spring is we should emphasize “Care for All” and build “relational connections.”  Our 
intergenerational Vacation Bible School this summer was one experiment in building new relationships in the 
church; the Senior Cookout on August 29 was another.  This fall we are launching two regularly scheduled events 
to provide people a chance to continue to grow in relationships with one another. 
 
Koinonia Meal, first Wednesday of each month 
Koinonia is a Greek word the early church used for Christian fellowship or communion, with God or, more com-
monly, with fellow Christians.  On the first Wednesday of each month the church will have a potluck followed by a 
short creative worship service for all people.  The church will provide beverages, salad dressing and supplies for 
pb&j sandwiches. Everyone is invited bring a dish to pass and join us for fellowship and worship together.  No 
time to prepare something to bring?  Grab a bag of salad—we always need a salad! 
 
Youth group, second and third Wednesday of each month 
These nights will be focused on activities for youth and their friends.  We will serve a hearty snack (but not a 
meal.)  Often we will have service project—in September we will be painting the “little free pantry” built over the 
summer!  We will also play games, have candle talks and go on an occasional field trip. 
 
Learning together, fourth Wednesday of the month 
These nights will give people of all ages an opportunity to learn together.  They will be interactive and fun - each 
month a different topic.  On September 26 people are encouraged to attend the "Conversation on a Way For-
ward" with Bishop Ough, hosted at CUMC in Rochester. (Please call the church office if you would like to be part of 
carpooling to this event.  See more information on page 10 of the newsletter.)  On October 24 Pastor Amanda will 
lead a “story and stretch” mindfulness hour. 
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Care Ministries Report  - From Jane Stone, Care Coordinator 
 

Those of you who were present in worship on August 26 heard my sermon, “The Temple Then, Our Church      
Today.”  In my message, I talked about the temple that King Solomon had built and compared it to the church 
building in which we worship today.  I also discussed King Solomon’s prayer dedicating the temple, in which he 
told the people that God cannot be contained within the temple walls and then went on to talk of welcoming the 
foreigner, the immigrant, the stranger who is not like us.  How do we welcome those who are not like us? 
 
Most of us in fact, probably all of us within our congregation today, are here because our ancestors were immi-
grants generations ago.  My paternal grandfather came to the United States at age 16, sent by his Swedish par-
ents, who wanted him to have a better life.  Grandpa Otto ultimately owned a successful 480-acre farm, which 
was passed down to my father. 
 
There is a wonderful story of welcoming the immigrant and being good neighbors that I’d like to share: 
 
Two families—one from Switzerland and one from Japan—settled in the San Francisco area in the early 1900s.  
They were neighbors; both had nurseries and were known for their beautiful roses.  Nearly four decades passed, 
and their sons took over the farms.  When Japan attacked Pearl Harbor, the Swiss farmer told his Japanese friend 
that if anything happened to him, he would take care of his neighbor’s farm because “You would do the same for 
me.” 
 
Due to wartime animosities, the Japanese family was transported by authorities to Colorado, where they were 
placed in a barren relocation camp surrounded by barbed wire.  Two years passed before they were allowed to 
return home.  As the train headed for San Francisco, they were extremely apprehensive.  Would they even have a 
home?  What kind of reception would they receive? 
 
When the train reached San Francisco, the family was stunned to see all their neighbors on the platform to wel-
come them home.  And, when they reached their home, they were completely speechless.  There was their nurse-
ry, cared for and shining in the sunlight, and their home was scrubbed clean.  On the dining room table was a sin-
gle perfect rosebud ready to unfold.  The Swiss father gave the Japanese father his bank book, which showed a 
healthy balance.  These were the gifts of one neighbor to another. 
 
Jesus gave us two commandments:  Love God and love your neighbor.  May we love our neighbors and welcome 
them—into our community, into our homes, and into our church.   

 
For the whole law is summed up in a single commandment,               
“You shall love your neighbor as yourself.”  --Galatians 5:14 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Letters, Notes and Appreciation 
 

Dear United Methodist Church – Thank you for your support to Habitat for Humanity and thank you for hosting 
the youth group in July.  God Bless. - Goodhue County Habitat for Humanity 
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Summary of Church Council Minutes from August 16, 2018 
 
Members Present:   Pastor Clay Oglesbee, Jane Baker, Bob Stone, Jane Stone, Andrea Ramberg, Judy Plein, Don 
Featherstone, Katie Bystrom, Paul Karlen, Crystal Henderson, Melinda Brueschke, Kathy VanCampen. 
 
LEGACY UPDATE - Meeting with John Laster was prior to Council Meeting.  The Horizon Legacy project is now the 
Vision Visit Team. 
  
REPORTS FROM TEAMS: 
 
* Final Movie in the park was August 10th.   
  
* Vacation Bible school numbers were not available but ages were 1 - 80.  
 
* Welcoming committee served a meal for work week.    
 
PRESENCE AND WORSHIP 
 
 Erin Marcks is working on new tack boards along with one that will display and track the progress on the Leg-

acy giving.  
 
 Jane Baker advised we will be grilling at the Senior picnic on August 29th to recognize our seniors over 80+. 

Along with bingo, a jokester and good food will be a time of fellowship.   
 
 September 2nd is scheduled for communion. September 9th is Rally Sunday 
 
 Clay advised Adult Forum has been planned for the Fall with group study in conjunction with the sermon se-

ries.  He did advise Fred Johnson will be coming in for the centennial for WWI. 
 
WITNESS AND SERVICE 
 
 Crystal advised camp went well.  Many acts of kindness were accomplished.  
 
 Jane Stone advised that along with visits and sending of cards she mails devotionals for a member who cannot 

attend.  
 
 The Finance Report was submitted. The 2019 rough draft is in progress.  
 
 Katie advised the SPRC retirement recognition for our custodian is cancelled. A candidate is being considered 

for a position to job share the Custodial position. SPRC moved to change the position to a split description. 
Jane Stone seconded and this was approved for September 1st. 

 
 Bob Stone advised there are new shrubs.  This was in large part from a donor gift with the rest coming from 

the budget.  
 
 The Council will be serving Sunday Supper on September 16th.    
 
Next meeting date is September 13, 2018. 
 
Submitted by Kathy VanCampen. 
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Women’s Ministry 

The United Methodist Women begins its busy fall schedule in September with the follow-
ing gatherings in the Friendship Room unless stated otherwise: 
 

 Mission Team, Wednesday, September 5, 2 pm; clean kitchens at 1 pm 

 Eve Circle, Mon. September 10, 9:30 am, Liberty’s Restaurant 

 Ruth Circle, Tues. September 11, 1 pm 

 Mission Team, Wed. September 26, 2 pm, clean kitchens at 1 pm 

All women are invited to the meetings. If you have any questions, please contact UMW President, Jane Baker      
(388-9127, janekbaker@yahoo.com).  

  All women are also invited to the River Valley District UMW’s Annual Meeting, Saturday, September 22, from   
8:45 a.m. until 3 p.m., at Preston UMC, Preston, MN.  Registration is $10 and includes lunch.  If you can go, please 
contact Jane Baker. 

We have been receiving donations for our fall rummage sale scheduled for October 18-19.  If you have any items to 
donate, contact the church office or Jane Baker (388-9127 or janekbaker@yahoo.com).  

September Funeral Committee:  Katie Bystrom, Muriel Copp, Karen Duerkop, Cindy Johnston, Linda Lampman, 
Erin Marcks, LaVonne Thomforde, and Lisa Peterson 

 

FALL RUMMAGE SALE—OCTOBER 18-19 

PLEASE DONATE YOUR GENTLY USED ITEMS. 

If you need space for storage, contact Jane Baker or the church office. If 
you have left a cake pan or other serving dish in the church kitchen, 
please pick it up before the rummage sale.  Otherwise, it may get sold!  If 
you can help any day that week, please contact Jane Baker.  

 

 
Red Wing Food Shelf 
The start of the school year brings more people to Red Wing Food Shelf.  Put your donations of nonperishable food 
items—peanut butter, canned fruits and vegetables, pasta--for the Food Shelf in the marked containers at each 
church entrance or in the offering plate (designated for Food Shelf).  Thank you for your generosity! 
 

Econo Receipts 
Please continue to put your Econo receipts in the box in Hamline Foyer.  We have $100,000 toward the goal of 
$150,000 for which the store will give us $1,000.  Receipts from 2016, 2017, and 2018 are accepted.  If you have 
receipts from 2016, turn them in before September 30 so they can be counted and turned in before the end of 
2018.   
 

5th Annual Craft Sale  
The handcrafters will be having their 5th annual sale on November 17 with “leftovers” for sale on Sunday morning 
the 18th.  As in past years, if you are a handcraft person and would like to contribute your handiwork to the sale, 
you are invited to do so.  Also, we are again going to have a silent auction table and if you have an item that would 
work we welcome that also.  In addition to any handmade items, we are looking for items that would interest men - 
clothing or hobby type items.  Contact Mardell Bartlett-258-4434, Rosemary Alley-388-4068, Inez Chichette-385-
8891, or Erin Marcks-715-792-2777.  The sale will again be in the Friendship Room. 
 

 

mailto:janekbaker@yahoo.com
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Outreach and Missions 
Get out your walking shoes for 

CROP WALK—SUNDAY, OCTOBER 7 at 1 pm, in Central Park! 

More information in Sunday bulletins. 

 

 

 
Scarf Makers 
Persons making scarves for General Conference, both handcrafters and those not a part of 
that group, are asked to pick up a card to attach to the scarf that has been stamped with the 
church's name and a place for you to add you name either written or with a return address 
label.   
 

Please attach to the scarf with a piece of yarn.  Cards will be at the Connection Center in 
Hamline Commons in a container marked "Lydia Project."  We are welcoming the General 
Conference members as Lydia welcomed Paul. 
 

Mission Market 
We are now at the peak of produce season and a big variety of produce is now available at the Mission Market 
table each Sunday in Hamline Commons.  New in August were apples, eggplant, bicolor sweet corn, and okra.  
Tomatoes, though late, have begun to appear too.  Soon decorative items and fall produce will be available.  As of 
Sunday, August 19th $730 has been donated to Project Mondema in Sierra Leone, our mission recipient.   
~ Mardell Bartlett 
 

Tabs For Veterans 
Beginning this past June 2018 our church under the leadership of Bob and Jeanette Stroupe 
have taken on a new effort with collecting “tabs.”  The previous sponsor of the tabs, Miller 
Brewing, has discontinued its “Tabs For Vets” program.  So with the continuing efforts of the 
Stroupes there is a new effort to support our veterans. 
  
Our RW UMC church families are encouraged to continue to collect tabs which can be deposited 
in the container at church.  As needed the Stroupes along with the local Bay City Legion/Red 
Wing Red Man’s Club will collect and redeem the tabs for cash and the monies will be turned over to the Minne-
apolis Veterans Hospital Emergency Room. 
  
The Minneapolis Veterans Hospital Emergency Room has seen an influx of homeless Veterans and the Tabs Mon-
ies will be used to outfit what is being called “The Closet” to support veterans in need of “NEW” clothing such as    
T-shirts, underwear, socks, sweatshirts, and sweatpants to replace the often filthy and worn clothing that both 
the men and women veterans arrive wearing. 
  
Please continue to collect and deposit your tabs so we can support our homeless veterans.  Any questions can be 
directed to Bob and Jeanette Stroupe. ~ Don Featherstone 

 

 

Help us lower our church’s carbon footprint by bringing your own coffee cup/mug for Sunday 
morning refreshments.  Put your name on your cup and store it on a shelf in the hallway. 
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Join Bishop Ough for Conversations on a Way Forward 
Last fall, Bishop Bruce R. Ough hosted 15 Conversations on A Way Forward across the Dakotas-Minnesota Area. 
They were attended by more than 1,000 clergy and laity. 
  
Since then, the Commission on a Way Forward—which was tasked with working to address the denomination’s 
differences regarding human sexuality—finished its work and submitted three possible plans to the Council of 
Bishops. The Council decided to recommend a specific plan—the One Church Plan—to the special session of Gen-
eral Conference, which will meet Feb. 23-26 in St. Louis. 
  
Again this fall, Bishop Ough will host a series of 15 gatherings across the Area to continue the Conversations on A 
Way Forward as the denomination prepares for the special session early next year. Registration is now open. 
  
Members of the Dakotas and/or Minnesota Conference delegations to the special session of General Conference 
will assist Bishop Ough in hosting the gatherings. This will provide an opportunity for the delegates to listen to 
and dialogue with participants. 
  
All of those interested are invited to participate. However, Bishop Ough encourages lay and clergy members of 
Annual Conference, local church lay leaders, and other local church leaders, in particular, to attend. 
  
Attendees will receive information about the proposals that will go before the delegates to the 2019 General Con-
ference, and the gatherings will also provide a setting in which to share resources and tools for how to facilitate 
dialogue and build resiliency in local churches. 
  
In preparation for the gatherings, Bishop Ough encourages individuals and congregations to read Anatomy of 
Peace by the Arbinger Institute and God Unbound by Elaine A. Heath. He also invites all United Methodists to par-
ticipate in the denomination-wide “Praying Our Way Forward” initiative. 
  
Dave Nuckols, a member of Minnetonka UMC, was one of the 32 members of the Commission on a Way Forward, 
which recently released its report to General Conference. 
  
The gathering times, dates, and locations are as follows (individuals from Minnesota and the Dakotas can attend 
any one of these 15 gatherings, regardless of which conference it takes place in): 
  
Minnesota: 
Alexandria UMC (2210 Sixth Ave. East)—Monday, September 24, 6:30-9 p.m. 
Duluth: First UMC (230 E Skyline Pkwy)—Tuesday, September 25, 6:30-9 p.m. 
Rochester: Christ UMC (400 5th Ave. SW)—Wednesday, September 26, 6:30-9 p.m. 
Bloomington: Normandale Hylands UMC (9920 Normandale Blvd.)—Thursday, September 27, 6:30-9 p.m.  
Maple Grove: Cross Winds UMC (15051 Weaver Lake Road)—Saturday, September 29, 9-11:30 a.m.  
Mankato: Centenary UMC (501 S 2nd St.), Sunday, September 30, 2:30-5 p.m.  
Woodbury: The Grove UMC (7465 Steepleview Road)—Monday, Oct. 1, 6:30-9 p.m. 
 
Dakotas:  
Watertown: Cornerstone UMC (1350 11th St. NE)—Monday, Oct. 8, 6:30-9 p.m.  
Sioux Falls: First UMC (401 S Spring Ave.)—Tuesday, Oct. 9, 6:30-9 p.m. 
Dickinson: Prairie Winds UMC (75 3rd St. W)—Sunday, Oct. 14, 2:30-5 p.m. MT 
Bismarck: McCabe UMC (1030 6th St. N)—Monday, Oct. 15, 6:30-9 p.m. 
Fargo: Faith UMC (909 19th Ave. N)—Thursday, Oct. 18, 6:30-9 p.m. 
Pierre: First UMC (117 N Central)—Monday, Oct. 29, 6:30-9 p.m. 
Rapid City: First UMC (629 Kansas City St.)—Tuesday, Oct. 30, 6:30-9 p.m. MT 
Dakota Wesleyan University (1200 W University Ave.) —Wednesday, Oct. 31, 11:30 a.m.-1 p.m.  
 

https://www.minnesotaumc.org/newsdetail/bishops-recommend-one-church-plan-11355712
https://mnumc-reg.brtapp.com/Bishop1871
http://www.umc.org/who-we-are/bishops-the-upper-room-launch-phase-3-of-praying-our-way-forward
http://mnumc-email.brtapp.com/files/cowf+report.pdf


11 

 11 

 
 
 
 

CONFERENCE CONNECTIONS 
All United Methodist churches are connected through shared mission and ministry and united in their efforts to grow in 
love of God and neighbor, reach new people, and heal a broken world. Check out these news tidbits from the Minnesota 
Annual Conference, which serves all 360 United Methodist churches in the state. 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 Join Bishop Ough for Conversations on a Way Forward: In February, a special session of General Con-
ference (the top policy-making body of The United Methodist Church) will meet to discern a way forward 
for the denomination around the issue of human sexuality. In preparation for that meeting, Bishop Bruce R. 
Ough will host 15 gatherings across the Dakotas-Minnesota Area this fall. Attendees will receive infor-
mation about specific proposals that will go before the delegates to the 2019 General Conference, and the 
gatherings will provide a setting in which to share resources and tools for how to facilitate dialogue and 
build resiliency in local churches. Learn more and sign up for a gathering at http://tiny.cc/wayforwardUMC 

 
 ConneXion: Finding purpose and connection in ministry: What are my strengths, values, and passions? 

What brings meaning and purpose to my life? How can I grow spiritually? How do I connect to ministry 
across the conference? If you have asked yourself any these questions, sign up for this retreat for laity, com-
ing to Christ UMC in Rochester September 7-8. This gathering is about listening deeply to God, to yourself, 
and to the needs of the world—and connecting your passions and call to ways you can contribute. Learn 
more and register: http://tiny.cc/connexion  

 
 Helping older adults finish strong in faith, dignity: Fueled by her passion for ministry to older adults, 

Tracy Keibler started nonprofit ApparentPlan in 2012. Through it, she provides health promotion pro-
grams and advocacy services for older adults and their families. In the past six years, she has helped her 
clients access more than $1 million worth of benefits at no cost to them. A member of Normandale Hylands 
UMC in Bloomington, Keibler wants to raise up an army of people interested in older adult ministry, and 
she’d love to work with more churches to do that. “Caring for aging adults is our opportunity as Christians,” 
she said.  

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
BRIGHT SPOTS IN OUR MIDST 
 
 ‘Worship on Water’ reaches new people: This summer, Grace UMC in Paynesville launched a summer 

worship service on the lake. Every Saturday, Rev. Bob Kandels stands on a pontoon boat in a bay of Lake 
Koronis and people anchor their boats all around. Kandels opens with prayer, preaches a sermon, and clos-
es with a blessing. The whole experience takes 20 minutes. People honk their horns instead of saying 
“Amen” at the end. The first service was on Memorial Day weekend, and 56 people showed up in their 
boats. Since then, it has averaged 38 attendees. Only a small handful of them have ever been to Grace UMC.  

 Conference teams bring help, hope to flooded areas: Two early response teams from the Minnesota 
Conference collectively contributed 310 hours repairing flood-damaged homes in Blue Earth and Morton 
last month. The teams removed sheetrock, mopped up water, and scrubbed flood-damaged areas with 
bleach to remove mold. “The people we help have a mountain in front of them,” said Gary Bochman, confer-
ence disaster response coordinator. “We want to get them up part of the mountain.” 
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Lead Pastor 
Rev. Clay Oglesbee 

Email:  redwingrev@gmail.com 
Cell:  507-251-9283  

 

Pastor of Children, Youth and Family Ministries 
Pastor Amanda Larsen 

Email:  pastoramandalarsen@gmail.com  
Cell:  507-884-9835 

 

Administrative Assistant 
Cindy Johnston 

Email:  methodistadmin@msn.com 
 

Music Director 
Kim Cory 

Email:  snkcory@gmail.com 
 
 
 

Care Coordinator 
Jane Stone 

janestone1125@msn.com  
 

Children, Youth and Family (CYF) Assistant 
Crystal Henderson 

rwfumcyouth@gmail.com  
Cell:  651-380-2414 

 

Church Office Hours 
Monday – Friday  11:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

 

General Church Email 
redwingmethodist@msn.com 

 

Church Website 
www.redwingmethodist.org 

 

Office Phone 
651-388-3262 

Sunday Worship               9:30 a.m. 
Fellowship                     10:30 a.m. 
Sunday school (Sept - May) 10:40 a.m. 
Adult Forums   (Sept - May) 10:40 a.m. 
 

 

 

Community Meals in September 

Sundays September 9, 16, and 23 

Served at 5:00 p.m. 
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