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The First Word
December 2018

A Hearing Friendly Church - Try Our Looping

First United Methodist Church ~ 403 East Ave. Red Wing, MN 55066

Our Vision: We are people who have faith that God is on the Move!

Christmas Project: “God Is on the Move, So Are We!”
by Crystal Henderson, Outreach Coordinator
The Christmas Project is in full swing. We are sponsoring 9 families this year.
Please see the tree in Hamline foyer for current needs. We need all items before
or by Friday, December 14th so I have time to prep for wrapping day! Wrapping
day will be Sunday, December 16th after worship and brunch. Please join us!
The more the merrier and the quicker it will get done and everyone can go home
for the day! I am grateful for all of us being part of a brighter Christmas for these
families. If anyone has old preschool/children’s Bibles lying around that you are
not using, please donate them. I would like to give each child a Bible this year. God bless all of you
and all of our work.

Year-End Financial Gratitude and Request for Giving
We have so much for which to be grateful as we enter this month of Advent, Christmas and the beginning of the new year! Support for the church’s operating costs has been good, though a year-end surge
of giving is needed now to help us end the year in the black and begin 2019 with the funds we need.
Our endowment fund has been increased and should reach over $110,000 by the end of 2019, an increase over what we had in the endowment at mid-year 2018. The number of persons holding the
church in their wills or as beneficiaries of insurance policies, and so forth, has increased from what we
knew of six months ago—two only, to over 25 now! We are so appreciative to everyone for this level
of faith, hope, love and generous financial support!
In addition, of course, we have been able to pay for the installation of the T-Loop electronic hearing
system in the sanctuary, a “sound” investment that is already serving our members and friends very
well by providing excellent help with hearing what is said in the service.
Currently, we simply ask that our members and friends consider support by one or more of these
steps this month:


Pray for the effectiveness of our ministries.



Contribute for the Christmas Project for vulnerable families (see the article above).



Fulfill your pledge and make an added gift to help us finish the year well.



Finally, consider making an immediate gift to our endowment, or adding the church to your will or
other estate planning.

Thank you and many Christmas blessings,
Guy DeLeon, Finance Chair, Robert Stone, Trustee Chair, Paul Karlen, Treasurer
Pastor Clay Oglesbee and Pastor Amanda Larsen
1

2

December 2018--Worship and Adult Forum
Our December Works of Mercy: Christmas Project and Local Church Operating/Ministry Needs.

12/2
Work of Mercy:
Christmas Project
and Church
Appeal

9:30 Worship

10:40 Sunday school and Adult Forum

Advent Series:
Hope Sings
The Prophet of Restoration: How Can We Sing?

10:40 Children and Youth rehearsal in classrooms
11:00 Congregation Meeting

Jeremiah 33:14-16

Advent 1

Preaching: Pastor Clay

12/9

Peace Heals

Advent 2

The Prophet of Preparation: Where Is God?
Malachi 3:1-4

10:30 Children and Youth rehearsal in sanctuary
11:10 Sound System Training
3 p.m. - Men’s Community Chorus and

Preaching: Pastor Clay
12/16
Advent 3
CHILDREN’S PLAY

Children’s Christmas
Play: Joy Laughs

Red Wing High School Ovation Choir
10:40 Brunch in Wesley Hall followed by Christmas
Project gift wrapping

The Prophecy Unfolds
Receive New Members

12/23

Love Bears

Advent 4

The Prophet of the Sign
from God

10:40 Intergenerational Christmas Craft

Isaiah 7:10-16
Matthew 1:18-25
1 Corinthians 13:4-7
Preaching Pastor Clay
12/24

Permission to Hope

No Forum--Holidays

Candlelight Christ- Luke 2:1-20
mas Eve, 4:30
Preaching: Pastor Amanda
12/30

Coming Up for Air

Christmastide

Mark 4:1-11

No Forum—Holidays

Preaching: Pastor Clay
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Just One More Thing … Notes from Pastor Clay Oglesbee
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Guest Column: Avoiding “Pathological Consumption” for Christmas “
Thanks be to God for the indescribable gift” --2 Corinthians 9:15
Guest writer George Monbiot, published in the Guardian (11th December 2012)
There’s nothing they need, nothing they don’t own already, nothing they even want. So you
buy them a solar-powered waving queen; a belly button brush; a silver-plated ice cream
tub holder…a confection of plastic and electronics called Terry the Swearing Turtle; or –
and somehow I find this significant – a Scratch Off World wall map.
These gifts seem amusing on the first day of Christmas, daft on the second, embarrassing on the third. By the
twelfth they’re in landfill…. Researching her film The Story of Stuff, Annie Leonard discovered that of the materials flowing through the consumer economy, only 1% remain in use six months after sale. Even the
goods we might have expected to hold onto are soon condemned to destruction through either planned obsolescence (breaking quickly) or perceived obsolescence (becoming unfashionable)….No one is expected to use
them, or even look at them, after Christmas Day. They are designed to elicit thanks, perhaps a snigger or two,
and then be thrown away.
The fatuity of the products is matched by the profundity of the impacts. Rare materials, complex electronics,
the energy needed for manufacture and transport are extracted and refined and combined into compounds of
utter pointlessness. When you take account of the fossil fuels whose use we commission in other countries,
manufacturing and consumption are responsible for more than half of our carbon dioxide production. We are
permanently damaging the planet to make solar-powered bath thermometers and desktop crazy golfers.
The growth of inequality that has accompanied the consumer boom ensures that the rising economic tide no
longer lifts all boats. In the US (in recent years) a remarkable 93% of the growth in incomes accrued to the
top 1% of the population. The old excuse, that we must trash the planet to help the poor, simply does not
wash. For a few decades of extra enrichment for those who already possess more money than they know how
to spend, the prospects of everyone else who will live on this earth are diminished.
Bake your loved ones a cake, write them a poem, give them a kiss, tell them a joke, but please spare the planet.

A Merry and Holy Christmas to All!
We share Hope, Peace, Love and Joy with you.
Pastor Amanda Larsen

Pastor Clay Oglesbee

Cindy Johnston

Crystal Henderson

Kim Cory

Erin Marcks

Jane Stone Mikkel Gardner
Bill Lanigan
Lois Marschall
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Hazel Muller
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Pastor Amanda's Enthusiastic Endorsement: Community Partnerships
In November we have been able to partner with a variety of groups in Red Wing to
bless our community. We now have two Community Mental Health Groups that
are using space in our building to work with clients on daily living skills. This
helps our church build relationships with some new social workers and helps the
clients experience our church as a welcoming and safe space. On November 7
Pastor Amanda did a presentation on Story Yoga at SPARK (a group serving
memory-loss families) with the Goodhue County History Museum and ArtReach.
Later that evening our potluck worship included the same program. We've partnered with Live Healthy
Goodhue County twice. This partnership involves offering space for a meal and conversation about
healthy food preparation. Following the meal our youth group has been providing childcare. This again
helps families experience our church as a safe and welcoming place.
Our church has been involved in community partnerships for a long time. At the end of October the
Kiwanis Club served a 4H banquet in our church -- a partnership that dates back 80 years! As we live
into "God is on the Move" we are emphasizing places and relationships where we can work with other
groups who have shared goals for a healthy and vital community.

A Harry Potter Advent Tale and Brunch!
This Advent our children and youth will share an original Advent play, The Prophecy Unfolds: An Advent
Play set in the Wizarding World. This is an Advent worship experience set in the world of some famous
wizards. After lectures from familiar professors, students disagree about how to respond to prophecyis a prophecy given for one moment in time, about one particular person or event? Or could prophecy
continue to inspire and challenge us? Join us on December 16 at 9:30am for this fun day in worship.
Following worship we will have a brunch (all are welcome) and wrap gifts for the Christmas Project.

Youth Group 2018
As we bid farewell to 2018, here are our remaining activities for youth and children:


December 2 10:40 rehearsal for Advent Play in classrooms



December 5 6:00 potluck and worship



December 9 10:30 rehearsal for Advent Play in Sanctuary



December 12 6:00 rehearsal for Advent play in Sanctuary



December 16 8:30am rehearsal for Advent Play




9:30 Advent Play
10:40 Brunch and gift wrapping



December 19 6:00 Youth Group Christmas Party



December 23 10:40 intergenerational craft activity

(Sunday School resumes January 6)

December potluck and worship
The December Potluck and Worship service is December 5 from 6:00-7:30pm. Our theme this month is
appetizers! Bring your favorite appetizer to share. If you don't have time to prepare something, how
about picking up a can of cheese and some crackers! It is a classic and the kids will especially enjoy it.
See you there! (If you would like to attend but do not drive at night, please contact the church office and
we will try to arrange some car pools!)
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Blessing Box at 4th Street Entrance
Have you noticed the new box at the 4th Street doors? It's the Blessing
Box! Last spring our youth proposed building a box, like a little free
library but with things people need, to the trustees. They said yes!
This summer our visitors from Missouri built the box. This fall our
children and youth painted the box and the trustees installed the box.
Now it has things in it that people need, and take, and give some more.
It's being used.
Our youth have taken responsibility to restock the box with supplies
they collected. We can always use more supplies. Watch for a collection box at church soon (right now everything is stored in Pastor
Amanda's office.)
We need: lotion, hand sanitizer, granola bars, small packages of baby wipes, first aid supplies, menstrual
supplies, and personal care supplies. In the summer we'll include mosquito repellent and sunscreen!

ATTENTION SENIORS: The Welcoming Committee is planning a special Christmas program
for seniors on Wednesday, December 5 at 2 p.m. The program, "Let's Dress Up for Christmas," will take place in the sanctuary, with refreshments following in the Friendship
Room. Our Downtown Plaza and Jordan Towers neighbors are invited. Please mark your calendar for this program of poetry and song!

We will be decorating our church in December with poinsettias and other types of
decorations. There is sign-up sheet in the Hamline Foyer if you would like to donate a
poinsettia plant for this time of Advent. The cost is $15.

United Methodist Women Cookie Walk
It is time for United Methodist Women’s (UMW) Cookie Walk on December 8th starting at 9a.m. until we run out or 11a.m. Once again, we are asking members to bake 4
-6 dozen Christmas cookies or candy. Please bring your cookies to church on Friday,
th
December 7 between 8a.m. and 7p.m. If you do not bake, a cash donation is appreciated. Please fill out
the blue slips in your bulletin and put them in the offering. This saves a lot of calling. Spread the word
to friends and family. Thank you to all who help bake for this project we really need the cookies or candy. United Methodist Women.
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Care Ministries Report - From Jane Stone, Care Coordinator
Christmas is coming! It’s a season of giving. There are gifts in stockings, gifts under the tree, and even
Secret Santa gifts that appear out of nowhere. We give gifts to family, to friends, to all those whom we
love.
At Christmas we celebrate the birth of Jesus, and many Christians say they give gifts because the three
wise men brought gifts to Jesus. But…think about this. Yes, they brought precious gifts—gold, frankincense, and myrrh. Yet, those were not the greatest gifts they gave. They traveled hundreds of miles for
months and months—just to see Jesus. When they found him, they “fell down and worshiped him.” For
the wise men, seeing Jesus was not about bringing him their gifts—it was about worship and praise.
How does our congregation worship and praise Jesus at Christmas?
We participate in the Christmas Project, supporting many needy families with gifts of food, toys for
children, and usually a family gift. This year, we are holding a special Christmas program of poetry
and song for seniors—church members and our neighbors at Jordan Towers and the Plaza—on December 5 followed by refreshments. UMW members will host their annual Cookie Walk on December
8. The children’s Christmas program is during worship on December 16. Christmas Eve worship
will be held at 4:30 on Christmas Eve. We will definitely be worshiping and praising Jesus at First UMC
during the Christmas season!
How do we, as individuals, show our love at Christmas? How do we follow the example of the wise
men? Do we spend lots of money on precious gifts? Or, do we give of our time and effort like the wise
men did? Is it about receiving gifts? Or, is it about spending time with family and friends? When I think
back to my Christmases as a child, I don’t remember many of the gifts I received. What I do remember
are these things:





riding in the back seat of the car with my brother and sister, covered with a blanket, singing Christmas carols on the way to Grandma and Grandpa’s house
the warmth when entering Grandma’s kitchen and the smell of Christmas dinner filling Grandma
and Grandpa’s small house
Uncle Tom reading the Christmas story from the Bible
playing with cousins—16 of us!

It wasn’t the gifts that were most important. It was being together. And that doesn’t need to be a designated holiday on the calen-

Mother Teresa
said, “It is Christmas every time you let
God love others through you…yes, it is
Christmas every time you smile at your
brother and offer him your hand.”
dar—it can be EVERY DAY OF THE YEAR!

“Christmas is not a
time nor a season,
but a state of mind.
To cherish peace
and goodwill, to be
plenteous in mercy,
is to have the real
spirit of Christmas.”

Calvin Coolidge
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Let’s Dress Up
for Christmas!
An afternoon Christmas program especially for seniors. (Dressing up and senior status is not required!)

Wednesday, December 5
2 p.m.
First United Methodist Church
A program of poetry and music in the sanctuary,
followed by refreshments in the Friendship Room.
Come prepared to sing Christmas hymns and songs
and with the T-coil activated in your hearing aid.
Hosted by the First UMC Welcoming Committee
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Women’s Ministry
Saturday, December 8, is UMW’s annual Cookie Walk. This event provides a wonderful opportunity for people to stock their supplies of Christmas cookies and candy! All church members are asked to donate 4-6 dozen holiday cookies or candy or
to make a cash or check (made out to UMW) donation. Funds raised will go to our church needs and local
and global missions. Workers are needed on Friday, Dec. 7, and Sat., Dec. 8. If you can help, please contact Christie Brown at 388-3124.
The UMW Circles will gather together on Tuesday, December 11, at 1 pm, in the Friendship Room,
to celebrate Christmas. All women are invited! Come to enjoy dessert and fellowship.
Get more information about UMW from local president Jane Baker (388-9127,
janekbaker@yahoo.com) or online at www.unitedmethodistwomen.org
The Funeral Committee for December is: Rosemary Alley, Nancy Barth, Dee Bigelbach,
Marcy Boldt, Melissa Ramberg, Yvonne Childs, Clare Larkin, Elizabeth Rassier, and Bertha Tiedeman.

Our church has two groups that respond to prayer requests. The prayer chain is a
group of “prayer warriors” who receive requests by telephone or email and pray daily for at
least two weeks for the concern; the Prayer and Care Ministry Team meets twice a month
to share concerns and lift them up in prayer. Prayer requests can be made by filling out the
yellow prayer cards in the pews during a worship service or contacting the pastors, church
office (388-3262), or Jane Baker (388-9127). All concerns are kept confidential unless
permission is given to put them in the bulletin or on the Prayer Board.
The Prayer and Care Ministry Team will meet Wednesday, December 12, at 11 am, in the
Friendship Room.

Handcrafter's Christmas Party
Handcrafters will have a potluck salad luncheon for their December meeting on Thursday, December 13th in the Friendship Room. Bring your favorite salad and a wrapped gift - $10 value for gift exchange.
Our craft sale was very successful raising $1,740.75 to be divided between
Hope Coalition and the church. We have a few checks from silent auction
items to come in yet and be added to the total.
Thank you to all the people who crafted items for sale and to all who purchased items. A special thanks
to those that are not a regular part of the handcrafters group who made items to sell. Especially Lefse
and ornament makers. - Mardell Bartlett
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Outreach and Missions
FOOD SHELF
The RED WING FOOD SHELF needs food for hungry people, especially during the holiday season.
Please put a nonperishable food item--such as canned vegetables, pasta, or cereal—in the collection box
in the foyer, or a check designated for the Food Shelf in the offering plate. Every gift is appreciated!

FAMILY FARE
Please continue to put your Family Fare receipts in the box in Hamline Foyer. Receipts from 2016,
2017 and 2018 are currently accepted.

Letters, Notes and Appreciation
Dear friends of 1st UMC,
I want to thank all of you for your support with the legacy campaign. As we turn our attention to the
celebration of Christmas, I am reflecting on the blessings that this congregation has given because of
your commitment to serve. Not only to our members but to the community and beyond . On behalf of
the vision- visit team, the church council, and myself - thank you. May God continue to move us forward
to serving another 165+ years. Bless each and all of you as you live this wild and precious life!
Judy Plein, Church Council President
I want to thank everyone in our congregation that helps serve throughout the church. All who participate in different “duties” on Sunday mornings such as usher, greet, acolyte, serve refreshments, help
with communion and extended communion, run the sound system and slides, and many other ways.
Also those that help me in the office with the mailings, newsletter assembly, counting the offering, etc.
We are the church and without all of you, we would not be here. Merry Christmas and Happy 2019 to
you all! - Cindy Johnston, Administrative Assistant

Thanksgiving Dinner
Thanks for your generosity.
I want to thank everyone who donated food and/or cash and also those
who helped prepare and serve the Thanksgiving meal. We provided a
meal and Fellowship for over 100 folks that may have not had other family
to have Thanksgiving with. Thank you for keeping this tradition alive. ~
Paul Karlen, Men’s Cooking Team
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MANY SCARVES NEEDED
In 2020 the Dakota’s and Minnesota Conferences of the United Methodist Church
will host the General Conference of the UMC. The worldwide gathering will be held
in Minneapolis. The host committee would like to present a handmade scarf to each
participant. There will be 862 delegates.
Titled the Lydia Project in honor of Lydia of Thyatira a seller of purple cloth. Read
her story in Acts 16: 13-15.
Scarf requirements:
 Color: Purple- think Vikings or Prince (no lavender or variegated yarn)
 Dimensions: 6-7 inches wide and 60 inches long minus fringe
 Yarn: acrylic
 Pattern: your choice
If you are willing to make one or more scarves, please contact Mardell Bartlett at 258- 4434. If you are not a knitter or crocheter and would like to be part of this project, please pick up a gift card or donate money for those willing to make these scarves. Money or gift cards may be given to Mardell, Erin, or Rosemary. As you are making
your scarf, please be in prayer for the delegates of this conference. Please attach your name to the finished scarf
with a piece of yarn used for the project. Finished scarves may be given to Mardell or to Cindy in the office.
Thanks for your help. ~ Mardell Bartlett
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CONFERENCE CONNECTIONS
All United Methodist churches are connected through shared mission and ministry and united in their
efforts to grow in love of God and neighbor, reach new people, and heal a broken world. Check out
these news tidbits from the Minnesota Annual Conference, which serves all 360 United Methodist
churches in the state.


Reach new people in your community: Jesus commands us to make disciples, but figuring out how to do
that authentically and practically often raises questions and creates anxiety. Five speakers from across the
nation offered fantastic inspiration and suggestions to 500 Dakotas and Minnesota United Methodists gathered at a “Reach” event in Sioux Falls, South Dakota in early October. Videos of their presentations, and an
accompanying study guide, are now available—and these tools are guaranteed to give your congregation
new ideas and new passion for reaching the next person for Jesus. Find them at https://tinyurl.com/reachDKMN and explore them with a team or small group.



Share your “Why Jesus?” story: Oftentimes, we don’t share our personal faith stories because we’re
afraid. But in this broken world, there are people all around us who need to hear what God has done in our
lives. Rev. Roz Picardo, executive director of new church development at Ginghamsburg Church in Ohio and
a speaker at the Oct. 5-6 Reach event, offers a framework for a short elevator speech of your story. What
was life like before your Jesus encounter, what was your Jesus encounter, and what does your life look like
now? Fill in these blanks: I used to be ________. My turning point was ________. Now I’m ________. Then flesh out
your story from there. Who could be helped, who could be healed, and who could receive forgiveness because of your story? Try sharing it with someone!



Make a scarf for a visitor: The United Methodist General Conference (The United Methodist Church’s top
lawmaking body) will be coming to Minneapolis in 2020. The Dakotas-Minnesota Area intends to greet every delegate, dignitary, bishop, and spouse with a handmade scarf. All United Methodists in Minnesota and
the Dakotas are invited to help knit or crochet 10,000 purple scarves for these visitors. This initiative is
called “the Lydia Project,” after Lydia in Acts 16. Will you help? Learn more at https://
www.minnesotaumc.org/lydiaproject

BRIGHT SPOT IN OUR MIDST


Embracing God’s love in Le Sueur: Lisa, James, and their two children (none of whom had a religious upbringing) joined Le Sueur UMC in 2016 after 12-year-old Calvin repeatedly asked to attend services. After
they began coming, they made good friends and got involved, and the kids started attending “Jesus and
Me” (JAM), a program for youth. Last fall, a fire damaged the family’s home, forcing them to move to temporary housing and adjust to a new life. “That fire changed me,” said Lisa. “In the past, before I had a church
family, I would have seen it as validation that I was worthless.” The fire was the first tragedy she encountered without feeling like being angry with God. “Before becoming Methodist, I would have said, ‘I don’t
think I’m part of God’s plan,’” she said. “Now, due to the fire and the response from the church, I do feel like
I’m part of God’s story!” Lisa said she used to have a love/hate relationship with God. “I now see that God
never hated me—He’s always loved me,” she said. Thanks be to God!
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God is on the Move - and So Are We!
A Hearing Friendly Church - Try Our Looping

Lead Pastor
Rev. Clay Oglesbee
Email: redwingrev@gmail.com
Cell: 507-251-9283

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

Care Coordinator
Jane Stone
janestone1125@msn.com
Outreach Coordinator
Crystal Henderson
rwfumcyouth@gmail.com
Cell: 651-212-3963

Pastor of Children, Youth and Family Ministries
Pastor Amanda Larsen
Email: pastoramandalarsen@gmail.com
Cell: 507-884-9835

Church Office Hours
Monday – Friday 11:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.

Administrative Assistant
Cindy Johnston
Email: methodistadmin@msn.com

General Church Email
redwingmethodist@msn.com

Music Director
Kim Cory
Email: snkcory@gmail.com

Church Website
www.redwingmethodist.org
Office Phone
651-388-3262

Sunday Worship
Fellowship
Sunday school (Sept - May)
Adult Forums (Sept - May)

9:30 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
10:40 a.m.
10:40 a.m.

Community Meals in December
Sundays December 9, 16, and 23
Served at 5:00 p.m.
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