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The First Word
February/March 2019 A Hearing Friendly Church - Try Our Looping
First United Methodist Church ~ 403 East Ave. Red Wing, MN 55066
Our Vision: We are people who have faith that God is on the Move!
“Being deeply loved by someone gives you strength, while loving someone deeply gives you courage."
– Lao Tzu, Founder of Taoism

Changing Clergy in the Church: How Does This Work?
In The United Methodist Church, clergy appointments are made annually by the bishop, who has the responsibility for setting all the pastoral appointments in the conference (in our case—the Minnesota Annual Conference
which covers the State of Minnesota). This nearly unusual system of assigning clergy dates back to our founder,
Rev. John Wesley. This is not the type of system where the church "calls" or "hires," but is like a missional, monastic order, where clergy, brothers and sisters, are sent where they are needed
Either the Staff-Parish Relations Committee (SPRC) of the local church, or Pastor, may indicate whether they
request to continue a current appointment, request a change of appointment, or have no preference. Pastors
agree to serve where sent, and to accept and abide by the appointments. In our case, Pastor Clay is requesting
retirement, and Pastor Amanda requested a family leave. The pastor or staff-parish relations committee (SPRC)
consults with the district superintendent, Reverend Cynthia Williams. They rely upon lay input like the listening
posts we offered.
Bishop Ough and the Cabinet (all the district superintendents in the conference) look at appointment needs
throughout the conference, taking into consideration the needs of each church, the gifts and talents of each
pastor, and other circumstances in the conference. They then determine the appointments for each church in
the conference. The bishop will "fix" the appointments at the annual conference in St. Cloud on June 18-20 this
year. The new pastors ordinarily start their appointments on the last Sunday in June. Our current pastors will
serve their last Sunday on or before Sunday, June 16. A transitional Sunday takes place on Sunday, June 23 to
allow time for the new clergy to arrive. Customarily new clergy preach for the first time on the last Sunday in
June.

During Lent: Mid-Week Ecumenical Worship Services
Theme: "More Than Soup Suppers: Food and Drink in Christian Faith." Each preacher selects and
reads their own text(s). We will use the Holden Order. Special offerings will go for the High School Food
Pantry. Meals are the local church’s choice.


3/6 Ash Wednesday, 6:00 potluck and 6:45 Worship (30 minutes)



Lenten Midweek Ecumenical Worship Services: Meals begin at 5:30, Worship at 6:15



3/13 St. Paul’s ELCA, Rev. Arte Sharot preaching (The Original Snack)



3/20 United ELCA, Rev. Tristan English preaching (Manna in the Wilderness)



3/27 First UMC, Rev. Justin Boeding preaching (Elijah's Oil)



4/3 Christ Episcopal, Rev. Clay Oglesbee preaching (Not by Bread Alone)



4/10 St. Joseph's Catholic Church, Rev. Heidi Bolt preaching (Feeding the Multitudes)



Good Friday: 4/19 Noon, First Lutheran, Father Thomas Kommers preaching (I Thirst...)
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Worship and Adult Forums
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February —Epiphany: “God Unbound”
Our February Work of Mercy is for Project Mondema
Sunday, February 3, 4th Sunday after Epiphany
Sermon: Changing Times, Changing Forms
Sacrament of Holy Communion
Texts: Galatians 3:27-29
Preaching: Pastor Clay Oglesbee
10:40 Adult Forum: Celtic Spirituality 1, led by Paul Martin

During the months of January and February
we are walking through the letter to the
Galatians Sunday mornings in worship.
Studying Galatians is a recommendation
from our Bishop, Bruce Ough, as our
denomination prepares to meet this February
in St. Louis to prayerfully discern a “way forward” for unity and contextuality in mission
throughout the world. What happens when
a faith community two centuries ago in
the Mediterranean, or a church in 2019
faces rapid culture change?

Sunday, February 10, 5th Sunday after Epiphany
Sermon: Respond to Anxiety in the System
Texts: Galatians 4:4-6
Preaching: Pastor Amanda Larsen
10:40 Adult Forum: Celtic Spirituality 2, led by Paul Martin
Sunday, February 17, 6th Sunday after Epiphany
Sermon: Guided by the Spirit
Texts: Galatians 5 (selected verses), Genesis 12:1-3
Preaching: Pastor Clay Oglesbee
10:40 Adult Forum: TBD
Sunday, February 24, 7th Sunday after Epiphany
Sermon: A Letter to the Churches
Texts: Galatians 6 (selected verses)
Preaching: Pastor Amanda Larsen
10:40 Adult Forum: TBD

Lent: “Return to Me with All Your Heart”
March Work of Mercy is for Minnesota Food Share
Sunday, March 3, Transfiguration Sunday
Sermon: Return to Me —in Freedom
Texts: Isaiah 43:1-7, Luke 1:26-38, Philippians 3:7-16
Preaching: Pastor Clay Oglesbee
10:40 Adult Forum: Share Prayer Week 1: Nearness of God

Sunday, April 7, Fifth Sunday in Lent
Sermon: Making a New Thing —the Kingdom on Busy Days
Texts: Mark 1:21-39, Mark 10:13-16
Preaching: Pastor Amanda Larsen
10:40 Adult Forum: Share Prayer Week 6: Jesus’ Ministry

Ash Wednesday, March 6, 6:00-Meal, 6:45—Worship
Simple Worship and Imposition of Ashes

Sunday, April 14, Palm/Passion Sunday
Sermon: Preparing
Texts: Matthew 26:36-46, Luke 23:26-32
Preaching: Pastor Clay Oglesbee
10:40 Adult Forum: Share Prayer Week 7: Suffering

Sunday, March 10, First Sunday in Lent
Sermon: God’s Generous Heart—and the Examen
Texts: Psalms 100, 121, 51
Preaching: Pastor Clay Oglesbee
10:40 Adult Forum: Share Prayer Week 2: God’s Heart for Us

Sunday, April 21, Easter Sunday
Sermon: Believing
Texts: John 20 (selected verses), Luke 24:13-35
Preaching: Pastor Clay Oglesbee
10:40 Adult Forum: Share Prayer Week 8: Resurrected Lord

Sunday, March 17, 2nd Sunday in Lent
Sermon: Imitation and Incarnation
Texts: Luke 2:1-7, Luke 2:13-23
Preaching: Pastor Amanda Larsen
10:40 Adult Forum: Share Prayer Week 4: Incarnation

Sunday, April 28, United Methodist Women’s Sunday
Sermon: TBD
Texts: TBD
Preaching: United Methodist Women
10:40 Adult Forum: TBD

Sunday, March 24, 3rd Sunday in Lent
Sermon: Repenting
Texts: Genesis 3 (selected), Luke 16:19-31, Romans 5:1-11
Preaching: Pastor Clay Oglesbee
10:40 Adult Forum: Share Prayer Week 3: Sin and Sorrow
Sunday, March 31, 4th Sunday in Lent
Sermon: Coming Together
Texts: TBD
Preaching: Pastor Clay Oglesbee
10:40 Adult Forum: Share Prayer Week 5: Repairing the Heart
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Just One More Thing … Notes from Pastor Clay Oglesbee
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Earthen Vessels
We have this treasure in earthen vessels, to show that the transcendent power belongs to God and not to us.
–2 Corinthians 4:7
I told someone the other day that I saw the Spirit of Christ at work in another person’s life. My
comment was met with a certain resistance. My listener told me briefly and vividly why the Spirit
could not possibly be at work in that person’s life. It was a distressingly swift rebuttal. I don’t know if it was correct or
not, but it came way too fast.
It’s the speed of the rebuke of another that troubles me. Have we expected too much of God? Do we miss noticing
God’s holy work in others’ lives because the people God touches, blesses and uses for good are also people who still
have flaws and limitations? I used to think folks were too skeptical about God’s abilities, but now I think we are too
skeptical about our own sisters and brothers, and as a result, we don’t notice what God is doing in and with them to
change and use human motives and actions.
We are all analysts and critics these days. We know (post-Freud) the hidden world of motives and intentions, the forces
of consciousness and of the unconscious. There certainly are reasons to notice the limitations of others and to suspect
their motives. However, if we do this without also seeking for God’s illumining power and spiritual labor in them, we
will not see their lives, or even our own, as they actually are, that is—as God sees them.
I met with the program director to our Goodhue County Jail a couple of weeks ago, and she said among other things,
“We have the opportunity with our programs in the jail to see people who are both experiencing the worst times in their
lives, and also striving to be their best selves.” Now, that is seeing others with their God-given potential!
A visitor to a Benedictine monastery once remarked that it was only after years of retreats at the monastery that he eventually discovered the hidden world of tensions, conflicts, and unsettled issues among the monks who share a common
life there. The visitor said that at first he was disappointed to learn of the disputes. He had hoped the monks were perfect Christians, I guess. With experience—and grace—he came to a new understanding. Perhaps, he said, it’s the case
that God works in and through ordinary circumstances and flawed, conflicted human beings. That is the way God’s
work gets done. We are all on the way, but we have not yet reached the goal of the prize of the upward call, as the Apostle Paul wrote. The Spirit shapes us, yet none of us are what we shall be.
So Epiphany is the season of compassionate ministry, and Lent is the season of flawed yearning to be better able to love
God and neighbor and self. May we receive such graces.
Ring the bells that still can ring; forget your perfect offering; there is a crack in everything; that’s how the light gets in. – Leonard Cohen

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Intergenerational Potluck and Service
On February 6, the first Wednesday of February, we are sharing more than just food! We are sharing musical talents at the
church. I want anyone who wants the opportunity to share a
musical piece to come and do that! Please contact Crystal
Henderson and let her know you are interested or show up ready to perform or enjoy
many talents from our community and church! For the potluck we want you to bring a
unique dish or dish that has been passed down from older generations in your family.
I hope to see you ALL there! Contact Crystal Henderson at 651-212-3963 or
rwfumcyouth@gmail.com with questions!
3

Pastor Amanda's Enthusiastic Endorsement
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I am devouring Carey Nieuwhof's blog. He has been writing about church leadership for
about 5 years and what he says really resonates with me. It also inspires me to do things
differently. Did the Christmas Eve worship service seem different this year? I changed
my plan after reading an article of his about "what people who don't come to church are
looking for when they come to worship on Christmas."
A recent article I've been thinking about is one where he talks about the online presence
of a church. He writes, "The future of church online is not with the internet as a back door. The future of the
church is the internet as a front door and side door.
Church online will become a front door for the curious, the skeptic and the interested. It will be the first stop for
almost everyone, and a temporary resting place for people who are a little too afraid to jump in until they muster
the courage to jump in through physical attendance."
This encouraged me to actively make our Facebook page "visitor ready."
I invite you this month to check out Nieuwhof's blog. There will be a link on our Facebook page. If you are wondering why and how church patterns are changing (hey! that fits with the Galatians sermon series!) this you'll probably gobble up this blog too.
Happy reading!
Amanda

Sunday School in February and March
Our younger children will spend February learning about family wisdom. The Bible contains wonderful stories
about fascinating people. However, the Bible is more than just stories. In this collection of stories and teachings,
there are valuable lessons for life. First, your child will hear the Old Testament teaching called the Shema. (In
Matthew when Jesus was asked which commandment is the greatest, he replied with the words of the Shema.)
Next, they’ll hear a story of Daniel and his friends. The story of eating vegetables was written to encourage Jews
to be faithful even when it is difficult. Then they’ll hear about Timothy who learned about God and Scripture
from his family. Finally, they’ll learn about Solomon’s family proverbs, a short saying that imparts truth. The
Bible contains wisdom that can help us discover how God wants us to live.
During February our youth will be talking about living life unafraid, using resources from the United Methodist
Church on facing your fears with faith. They are working on practical tools to make a faith response their first
response to fear. A key scripture passage is John 16:33 “I have told you these things, so that in me you may have
peace. In this world you will have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the world.”
In March both our younger and youth classes will study Lent.

Upcoming Intergenerational Activities


Wednesday, February 6 6pm potluck and worship



Sunday, February 17, 5:45 pm. Following the Community Meal we will be
showing How to Train Your Dragon 2 in the sanctuary. Many schools
do not have school the next day, making this Sunday event the perfect
time to have the grandkids sleep over!



Monday, February 18, 10am-noon Game Day at Caribou!



Wednesday, March 6, 6pm potluck and worship



Sunday, March 17, 3-630pm Service project: Our Children, Youth and
Families will serve the evening Community Meal
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A Way Forward: The three plans
Want to follow this news story? Visit umc.org.
They will even be live streaming the Special General
Conference.
By: Christa Meland
In February 2019, at a Special Session of the General Conference, United Methodist delegates from around the
world will decide how to move forward as a denomination around the issue of human sexuality.
A diverse, 32-member “Commission on a Way Forward” that was appointed by the Council of Bishops has spent
the past two years working to address the denomination’s differences on this topic. The group includes Minnesota
layperson Dave Nuckols, a member of Minnetonka United Methodist Church. The commission recently forwarded two detailed plans to the Council of Bishops for their consideration: the One-Church Plan and the Connectional Conferences Plan. A third plan, the Traditionalist Plan, has also been discussed and will be presented as part of
the historical narrative of the commission’s work.
The Council of Bishops is recommending the One-Church Plan, and it is the only plan they will bring for legislative consideration in February 2019.
Bishop Bruce R. Ough offers this wisdom to United Methodist churches and leaders as they await the Special Session of the General Conference:
· Do not make decisions before they are made.
· Lead out of a convicted humility.
· Be a non-anxious presence.
· Be relational in your leadership.
· Affirm all the voices and values.
· Speak to the anxiety and fear.
· Strengthen congregational resiliency (build UMC identity, build biblical and interpretive fluency, increase missional commitment, practice respectful conversation, strengthen your leadership team, and use resources like Anatomy of Peace and God Unbound)
Here’s a detailed and objective look at all three plans—how they’d work, as well as the pros and cons of each
one—as presented at Annual Conference by Rev. Judy Zabel and Nuckols, both members of the Minnesota delegation:

One-Church Plan (recommended by Council of Bishops)
This plan would allow for contextualization in different parts of the world (adapting some non-essential practices
to different mission fields to maximize our witness and success in each place). It is based on the belief that we can
be a church with a large enough tent for people to disagree about homosexuality and yet remain together as The
United Methodist Church. It allows us to affirm that our unity and mission are more important than our disagreements.
Some of the key components of this plan:
It will neither affirm nor condemn LGBTQ persons. It would remove the controversial statement that the
practice of homosexuality is “incompatible with Christian teaching” that has been experienced as hurtful by gay
persons and as alienating by younger generations.- Continued on pages 6-7
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It relies on pastoral discretion. Clergy would decide which weddings to officiate or not officiate. Clergy—
through their normal Board of Ordained Ministry process—would discern who is fit and fruitful for clergy service in their annual conference. This plan would remove the current prohibitions without creating new obligations or affirmation. This plan should put an end to clergy trials that are damaging to individuals and to our
public witness.
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It respects local church wishes. As for weddings, no local church would be forced to vote. However, the
church property would not be used in same-sex weddings unless the local church updates its local church policy
to specifically allow it. And as for clergy assignment, bishops would take local wishes into account concerning
who is or is not a good fit for their appointment. So, practically speaking, there would be gay weddings and gay
ordination in some parts of the United Methodist world, but it would not be forced on local churches.
It protects clergy rights to individual conscience. The Book of Discipline would protect clergy who do not
want to officiate same-sex weddings. Likewise, all would be allowed to follow their conscience in matter of ordination.
Pros of this plan:
· Allows for contextualization in different parts of the U.S. (this already exists in Africa, Asia, and Europe).
· More coherent theology for unity because it no longer assumes that human sexuality is the defining theological
issue for The UMC.
· No more clergy trials.
Cons of this plan:
· Does not completely satisfy the progressives because it does not bar some kinds of discrimination against married homosexuals in some parts of the UMC.
· Does not completely satisfy the traditionalists because allowing same-sex marriage in any form violates their
particular interpretation of scripture.

Connectional Conferences Model (considered but not recommended by Council of
Bishops)
The Connectional Conferences Model is grounded in a unified core that includes shared doctrine and services,
and one Council of Bishops, while creating different branches that would have clearly defined values such as
accountability, contextualization, and justice.
In the U.S., the five geographically distinct jurisdictional conferences would be replaced by three overlapping
conferences: one traditional conference, one progressive conference, and one centrist or “uniting” conference.
Each annual conference would choose to be a member of one of the three connectional conferences based on
their affinity to the conference’s theological stance on homosexuality. Any local church that disagrees with the
annual conference decision could vote to join a different branch conference.
Pros of this plan:
· Makes a place for all three viewpoints within the UMC and yet creates enough separation that there is clarity
for each position.
· Conferences and local churches could make a clear choice on human sexuality and yet enjoy some of the missional advantages of remaining a global church.
Cons of this plan:
· Creates a complex structure that is more congregational than connectional.
· It would take years of administrative work to put this in place—there would be many constitutional amendments that would be difficult to ratify in annual conferences around the world.
· Churches may split as they try to determine which branch they will join.
· Some traditionalists would still be upset that LGBTQ people are being affirmed in some parts of the UMC.
· Some progressives would still be upset that LGBTQ people are being discriminated against in the UMC.
6
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Traditionalist Model (not recommended by Council of Bishops)
The Traditionalist Model would affirm the current Book of Discipline statement that the practice of homosexuality is “incompatible with Christian teaching.” Boards of Ordained Ministry would still be prohibited from recommending LGBTQ candidates for ordination. Officiating same-sex marriages would still be a chargeable offense,
and being a self-avowed and practicing gay clergy would continue to be a chargeable offense.
The Traditionalist Model would demand increased accountability to the Book of Discipline—not only for individual pastors but also for churches, bishops, and even annual conferences, all of which could face punishment.
Pros of this plan:
· Essentially preserves the status quo, which some want.
· Requires no changes to our structure.
Cons of this plan:
· It’s a plan for keeping the status quo; fighting will continue and it will compromise our mission with costly trials.
· Plan is not a plan for unity; it tells the progressives to leave.
· We would likely lose most of our millennials and the next generations.
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Birthdays in February and March

February:
1 Crystal Henderson
2 Ann Frost, Damontae Ingram, Curt Warwick
4 Dave Grunzke, Marge Lewis
7 Bob Behrens, Sammi Meyer, Josh Munson
11 Gabby Lancman
12 Kirsten Bigelbach, Carolyn Holmsten, Kalie Tanner
13 Matthew Blair
16 Abrianna Ingram
17 Hailey Harstad, Jo Severson
20 Bruce Nelson
22 Mel Gernentz, Laura McNamara
23 Verneil Gale
26 Scott Smith
27 Duane Berg
28 Marcus Plein
March:
1 Jan Bruns, Ann Correll, Addie Mroz
4 Steve Koehn
5 Peter Larsen, Melissa Ramberg, Vivian Smyth
7 Ruth Featherstone
8 Judy Johnson, Bob Riegelman, Dionna Zimmer
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March continued:
9 D. J. Meyer, Rolaine Porter
10 Phyllis Althoff
11 Kathy VanCampen
12 Don Bruns
14 Algene Larson, Sophia Moore
16 Erin Brown, Jerry Plein
19 Jane Roschen
20 Lou Chicquette, Paula Gaskin, Stacey Korbel
Cherie Riegelman, Lavonne Thomforde
21 Marlene Lampman
22 Donna Earney, Marilyn Sievers
23 Cheryl Enevold
24 John Crandall, Bonnie Strusz
25 Glen Dummer, Cole Krie
26 Madeline Johnson, Zach Lewis, Mandy Mroz,
Tom Muller
27 Kaden Lampman
28 Ella Johnson, Tom Larkin
29 Gene Foster
31 Lucas Kern
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Upcoming Event
Our church is a venue for the 2019 Big Turn Music Festival! This means hundreds of people will
be in our building February 22-23 listening to great music and having a warm, safe and fun experience. People who wouldn't likely ever visit us on a Sunday morning will visit us on a Friday and
Saturday night. This gives us the unique opportunity to make a positive impression on our community. We'll be sprucing up our bulletin boards and double checking we are visitor ready.
Here's the line up of bands performing in our building.
Friday:


Merry Weathers (bluegrass/folk)



Jelloslave (really unique sound, combining cello and drums)



My Grandma's Cardigan (indie folk)



Barbaro (progressive bluegrass)

Saturday:


Double Down Daredevils (Americana/bluegrass)



Sawyer Fredericks (he won the Voice!)



Feeling Leroy (folk)

What can you do to help make this event a success? BTMF is looking for volunteers, including a
"venue captain" for our church. This rockstar volunteer would get free admission to the whole
weekend of BTMF and a limited edition hoodie. They would also be attending all the shows in
our venue for free! In exchange they would be welcoming people to the building, and make sure
doors are unlocked and people can find the restrooms. (Northern Sun Productions is in charge
of sound, lights and all band-related needs.)
If you'd like to learn more about BTMF, or sign up to volunteer, visit bigturnmusicfest.com

8

9

Valentine Tea
(and coffee, punch, & cookies)
Refreshments, Valentine games, & fellowship!
First United Methodist Church
Friendship Room (upstairs)
Thursday, February 14
1 p.m.
Plan to come & bring a friend!
Sponsored by the Welcoming Committee.
Everyone is invited to a Valentine Tea on Thursday, February 14 at 1 p.m. to
celebrate Valentine’s Day. There will be tea, coffee, punch, and cookies, and
we will play some valentine games. Please mark your calendar.
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Care Ministries Report - From Jane Stone, Care Coordinator
For the past two Sundays I have been at Mazeppa UMC, where I fill in for their pastor when he is absent. My
most recent sermon was “All Are Gifted!” on the subject of spiritual gifts. During children’s time I asked the
children what their gifts are—what are they especially good at doing? Answers ranged from being a good swimmer to being a good friend. When I reached the last child, he paused and then told me, “I don’t know.” What a
wonderful answer! It gave me an opportunity to expand children’s time into many more of the basics of my sermon for adults!
I told this boy that it’s okay to not know what his gifts are. We discover our gifts in more than one way. Although we can take a spiritual gifts assessment (mine always results in servanthood being at the top of my list of
gifts), there are other ways to discover our spiritual gifts as well. These were some of my major points:






We need to listen and watch for our spiritual gifts. God will help us discover them. He will equip us to do his
work.
Others may notice our gifts before we do. Listen to them.
We should be on the lookout for the spiritual gifts of others and share our observations. This may help us
determine our own gifts, as well.
Don’t focus only on identified spiritual gifts. It is good to use our gifts, but that doesn’t excuse us from serving God in other ways as well.
Sometimes we need to just get out there and do something! If it ends up being something we enjoy and do
well, that’s probably where our gifts lie.

While it’s important to be aware of our spiritual gifts, the most important thing is to ACTIVATE THEM!
These gifts have been provided to equip us to glorify God. The focus is not on our gifts but on what we
are to do with our gifts—serve God and others!
There is no more important time for us to be aware of our spiritual gifts. This summer we will have a new pastor, who will need all of us to step up in discipleship.
One pastor—or even two—cannot do all the work of the church. The church
needs all of us and all of our gifts. All the gifts of the Holy Spirit working together
are needed to achieve the full potential of the church. And, since the gifts of the
Spirit are gifts of grace, their use must be controlled by the rule of love, the greatest
of all the gifts of the Spirit, according to 1 Corinthians 13:13.

And, now, a prayer for the season of Lent:
Loving God,
During the sacred season of Lent, bring me closer to you.
Prepare a place in my home and heart for silence and
solitude, so that I may rediscover the grace of a
prayer-full life.
Help me to fast from those things that threaten the
well-being of body and soul, and remind me of the
grace of simplicity.
Enlarge my heart so that I give to those in need and, in
so doing, rediscover the grace of gratitude and
generosity.
May this season be a grace-filled time to
rekindle my love for and faith in you.
Amen.
10
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Outreach and Missions
SPARK!
Cultural Programming for Individuals with Memory Loss and their Care Partners
First Wednesday of Every Month
10 AM - 11:30 AM
SPARK! is a new program provided through collaboration between the Goodhue County Historical Society
and ArtReach. SPARK! is a cultural program for people with early to mid-stage memory loss and their care partners. Programs are designed to keep participants actively engaged in their communities through experiences that
stimulate conversations, provide peer support, and inspire creativity through engaging and creative museum and
art programs. For more information about SPARK! programs in other areas visit the SPARK! Alliance website.
SPARK! programs are FREE for care partners and care receivers to attend together in a comfortable environment led by trained staff and volunteers.
Advanced registration is required to attend. Call Lindsey Tscherne (651.388.6024) to learn more about this series
and sign up. You will be asked a few questions regarding accessibility and dietary restrictions so that ArtReach and
Goodhue County Historical Society can make the appropriate accommodations.

RED WING FOOD SHELF

Thank you for your gifts to the RED WING FOOD SHELF! Please continue to support this need by
putting a nonperishable food item--such as peanut butter, macaroni and cheese, or canned fruit—in the collection
box in the foyer, or a check designated for the Food Shelf in the offering plate. Every gift is appreciated!

FAMILY FARE RECEIPTS

Please continue to put your Family Fare/Econo receipts in the box in Hamline Foyer. Receipts from 2017, 2018,
and 2019 are accepted. In November we submitted $150,000 worth of receipts and are awaiting our $1,000
check. Thanks to everyone who turned in receipts!

SAVE TABS FOR VETERANS
Our church families are encouraged to continue to collect tabs which can be deposited in the container at church.
The Stroupes along with the local Red Wing VFW Post 54 will collect and redeem the tabs for cash and the monies will be turned over to the Minneapolis Veterans Hospital Emergency Room. They have seen an influx of
homeless Veterans and the Tabs Monies will be used to outfit what is being called “The Closet” to support veterans in need of “NEW” clothing such as T Shirts, underwear, socks, sweatshirts, and sweatpants to replace the often filthy and worn clothing that both the men and women veterans arrive wearing.

Letters, Notes and Appreciation
A sincere "thank you" from the Stone and Kelley families for the cards, prayers, and healing thoughts after Karissa's miscarriage. We appreciate the love and support of our church family!
Jane & Bob Stone
Karissa, David, & Elenore Kelley
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Women’s Ministry
All women are invited to UMW Circle and Mission Team meetings. All meetings are in the
Friendship Room of the church unless otherwise noted. The schedule for February and
March is as follows:







Eve Circle—Monday, February 11, 9:30 am, Sue Nelson chairman (388-6062)
Ruth Circle—Tuesday, February 12, 1 pm, Margaret Foster chairman (388-4459)
Mission Team—Wednesday, February 27, 2 pm, kitchen cleaning @ 1pm
Eve Circle—Monday, March 11, 9:30 am
Ruth Circle—Tuesday, March 12, 1 pm
Mission Team-- Wednesday, March 27, 2 pm, kitchen cleaning @ 1pm

Make plans now to attend the River Valley District Spring Gathering on Saturday, April 27 at Owatonna UMC.
This is an opportunity to be inspired and to meet UMW sisters from other churches in our district. For more information contact Jane Baker.
For more information about UMW, contact president Jane Baker (388-9127, janekbaker@yahoo.com), or look
online at www.unitedmethodistwomen.org.
The funeral committee for February is Brenda Blair, Phyl Hendrickson, Carol Berg, Marne Kenitz, Kate Miller,
Nada Moore, Donna Muller, Hazel Muller, Judy Plein, Elvira Sigmund, and Mickey Zimmer.
The funeral committee for March is Phyllis Althoff, Kim Bluhm, Marci Fanslow, Margaret Foster, Lee Gernentz,
Beth Heber, Vicky Koehn, Yvonne Lenertz, and Julie Motz.

The Prayer and Care Ministry Team meets twice a month to share concerns and lift them
in prayer. Prayer requests can be made by filling out the yellow prayer cards in the pews
during a worship service or contacting the pastors, church office (388-3262), or Jane Baker
(388-9127). All concerns are kept confidential unless permission is given to put them in the
bulletin or on the Prayer Board. With permission, prayer concerns are passed on to the email
prayer chain for additional prayer.
The Prayer and Care Ministry Team organizes extended communion quarterly. If you
would like to receive communion in your home in March, or know of someone who would
like to, or if you would like to deliver communion, please contact a pastor, the church office,
or Jane Baker by February 27.
The Prayer and Care Ministry Team will meet Wednesdays, February 13 and 27 and
March 13 and 27, at 11 am, in the Friendship Room.
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CONFERENCE CONNECTIONS
All United Methodist churches are connected through shared mission and ministry and united in their
efforts to grow in love of God and neighbor, reach new people, and heal a broken world. Check out
these news tidbits from the Minnesota Annual Conference, which serves all 360 United Methodist
churches in the state.






“The Balancing Act”: All-conference Lenten study: During Lent, Bishop Bruce R. Ough invites all
Minnesota United Methodists to participate in a weekly study around the book “The Balancing Act: A
Daily Rediscovery of God’s Grace” by Bishop Robert Schnase. A video related to each section of the
book, along with a study guide containing scripture and reflection questions, will be available at
www.minnesotaumc.org every Thursday between Feb. 28 and April 11. The conference encourages
congregations to purchase copies of the book and to form small groups to journey together during Lent.
Join us!
North Dakota mission trip: July 7-13, 2019: The Spirit Lake Reservation, located in east-central
North Dakota, is home to more than 6,000 people in several Dakota tribes. Those who call the reservation home live in extreme poverty and struggle with incessant flooding and an unemployment rate of
over 43 percent. This summer, make it your family’s mission to live life through service with them and
join a conference-wide, intergenerational mission trip. The Spirit Lake Ministry Center offers comfortable accommodations and a variety of meaningful service work for volunteers of all ages as well as opportunities to engage with the Spirit Lake community and culture. Cost is $200 per person, and registrations and deposits are due April 30. Learn more and register: https://tinyurl.com/NDmissiontrip
Grants available for new ministries: “Micro grants” of up to $2,500, available through the Minnesota
Conference, provide one-time funds to congregations for programs and initiatives that help them grow
in love of God and neighbor, reach new people, and heal a broken world in new and creative ways.
What dream could your congregation make into a reality with some funding? Which new thing is God
calling you to try? Applications are due Jan. 31. Learn more and apply: https://tinyurl.com/
microgrant2019

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------BRIGHT SPOT IN OUR MIDST


Lydia Zion UMC starts bilingual service, reaches new people: The small church in the 50-person
Lydia community started a weekly bilingual (English and Spanish) worship service in May 2018 that typically welcomes 20 to 30 people not previously connected to a faith community. And for the past year
and a half, it’s offered Wednesday night programming that includes dinner, faith formation, and worship.
On an average week, 40 to 50 attend—many of whom weren’t previously connected to a church. In the
past few months, the congregation has had three new professions of faith. The success of the bilingual
service and Wednesday programming has spurred lots of other new ideas: The congregation expanded
its Vacation Bible School to offer special versions during Advent and Lent. Members started a new outreach called “Shepherd’s Freezer” that provides meals to the elderly, working moms, and others who
have a hard time cooking. And this summer, the church hopes to offer worship around campfires and in
other places outside of the building to connect with new people who might be uncomfortable with a traditional church setting. “Everybody has the ability to be reached,” said Rev. Larry Kasten. “I hope we’re
an encouragement to other congregations to see where God’s leading.”
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God is on the Move - and So Are We!
A Hearing Friendly Church - Try Our Looping

Lead Pastor
Rev. Clay Oglesbee
Email: redwingrev@gmail.com
Cell: 507-251-9283

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

Care Coordinator
Jane Stone
janestone1125@msn.com
Outreach Coordinator
Crystal Henderson
rwfumcyouth@gmail.com
Cell: 651-212-3963

Pastor of Children, Youth and Family Ministries
Pastor Amanda Larsen
Email: pastoramandalarsen@gmail.com
Cell: 507-884-9835

Church Office Hours
Monday – Friday 11:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.

Administrative Assistant
Cindy Johnston
Email: methodistadmin@msn.com

General Church Email
redwingmethodist@msn.com

Music Director
Kim Cory
Email: snkcory@gmail.com

Church Website
www.redwingmethodist.org
Office Phone
651-388-3262

Sunday Worship
Fellowship
Sunday school (Sept - May)
Adult Forums (Sept - May)

9:30 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
10:40 a.m.
10:40 a.m.

Community Meals in Feb./March
Sundays Feb. & March: 10, 17, 24
Served at 5:00 p.m.
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