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April 2019 A Hearing Friendly Church - Try Our Looping
First United Methodist Church ~ 403 East Ave. Red Wing, MN 55066
Our Vision: We are people who have faith that God is on the Move!
“The resurrection of Jesus Christ points to a new life for those who believe in Jesus…” --Bishop Augustine of Hippo

Signs of Hope in a Resurrection Month
Friends of First UMC of Red Wing, despite the current disappointing news and tensions around the structure and social commitments of our global United Methodist body, our local congregation is in ministry in our community, and
we are experiencing signs of vitality and hope. Thanks be to God!
Think of it! In addition to the many legacy gifts given and promised to our congregation during the Legacy Giving
Campaign, an unexpected $340,000 gift was contributed by one person this past month: Deanna (Klinginsmith)
Class. We are so grateful to her! We have gone from $70,000 in reserve to about $440,000 plus many promises for
legacy giving as time goes by. We see provisions supplied to us on our spiritual journey. This is one among our many
WOWs, as we anticipate having the SPRC meet and introduce a new pastor to us soon.
As your current pastors, we are very happy and grateful with all that has been pursued here in the last two to three
years. We need to address larger issues of participation and leadership, but we've done a great deal together. The
staff and leaders have reason for gratitude to God and for affectionate appreciation of one another in ministry.

Affirmations (WOWs)

--church has good facilities and parking, good equipment, historic site
--full inclusion mission statement,
--the Rule of Christ is used functionally; unity and honesty are pursued
--positive worship experiences (good preaching, excellent music, informal yet purposeful and inspiring, many lay
leaders, excellent equipment, visuals, etc.)
--informative and engaging adult forums' schedule
--committed (small) children and youth Sunday School
--appealing website, Facebook, email blasts, T-Loop posters, etc.
--able and committed lay leadership, music staff, care coordinator, outreach coordinator and office AA
--downtown location near park and major senior residences
--fully funding our operating budget, including apportionment, monthly works of mercy, other charities
--God is on the move and so are We! Vision is solid, a good fit and drawing enthusiasm from the church
--Pop-up camps, VBS, movie nights, service camp, support of community groups like Hope Coalition, etc.
--Prospect of new outreach to staff and inmates at Goodhue County Adult Detention Center (new initiative being
explored)
--Second year of Investing grant with a third year still pending
--AWA is averaging over 100 despite a very rough winter of bad weather, aging congregants, and difficulty
building up the Children, Youth and Family and Intergenerational Ministries
--added fire alarm system (pending), T-Loop hearing system,
--Project Mondema support, helping to build a school and church in Sierra Leone

Challenges for our Future

--restate vision and plans for the year of God is on the Move
--build CYF ministries and Senior outreach
--build worship attendance to 125-150
--build percent of congregants volunteering in outreach to 30% (i.e. 30 persons or more, compared to 10 or so
consistently at this time)
--cultivate wider pool of congregational leaders
--facilities improvements (carpeting and T-Loop in upper fellowship area, carpeting in lower-fellowship area?, etc.)
Any pastor should be delighted to begin ministry here, and know themselves to be resourced & supported in the
work that needs to be carried onward!
Thanks be to God for such resources, for such possibilities, and for such a Resurrection hope!
Pastor Clay Oglesbee and Pastor Amanda Larsen
1

2

April Worship—Lent, Holy Week and Easter 2019
Lenten Series: Cross Fit Faith: The Spiritual Exercises
Our April “Work of Mercy” is for local church needs. Please give generously!
Sunday, April 7, 5th Sunday in Lent
Holy Communion to be Offered
Sermon: All Some of the Problems I Have
Texts: Luke 22:41-45, Psalm 22:1-15 (read responsively), Psalm 137
Preaching: Pastor Amanda Larsen
Sunday, April 14, Passion/Palm Sunday
Sermon: Jesus’ Trial and Crucifixion—High Noon
Texts: Philippians 2:5-11
Preaching: Pastor Clay Oglesbee
Maundy Thursday, April 18, 6 p.m.
Sacrament of Holy Communion
Sermon: Jesus Crashes into the Wall
Texts: John 13:1-17
Preaching: Pastor Clay Oglesbee
Ecumenical Good Friday, April 19, Noon at First Lutheran
All in the Community are invited to this Noon Worship—the hour of Christ’s Death.
Sunday, April 21, Easter
No Sunday Classes
Sermon: Resurrected!
Texts: 1 Corinthians 15:19-26
Preaching: Pastor Clay Oglesbee
Sunday, April 28, UMW Sunday
Women as Witness

Adult Forums during April
April: Cross Fit Faith: Spiritual Exercises


April 7—Spiritual Exercises 21-25 (Pastor Amanda)



April 14—Spiritual Exercises 26-30 (Pastor Clay)



April 21—Spiritual Exercises 31-35, NO FORUM—Fellowship only, Easter Sunday



April 28—Spiritual Exercises 36-40 (Pastor Amanda)
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Just One More Thing … Notes from Pastor Clay Oglesbee
Resurrection: Against the Destruction
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Jurgen Moltmann, a German theologian of hope, has written “Christian faith discovers today in God the power of a future that places itself against the destruction of
the world. The God of the Exodus and of the Resurrection is the ‘God of Hope’. The
Lord of the future, who says ‘Behold, I make all things new.’”
Moltmann’s words are not dissimilar from those of the evangelical leader, Ron Sider,
who calls Christians to a consistent pro-life ethic: no abortions, no capital punishment, no euthanasia,
no poverty and no war. Pursuing such causes, Sider says, requires a grounding in a central commitment
to resurrection as the spiritual dynamic which places itself “against the destruction of the world.”
Again, a Roman Catholic voice, James McGinnis wrote “It is the Resurrection of Jesus that guarantees the
ultimate fruitfulness of our efforts to confront the dragons (of hunger, of racism, of militarism).”
So Easter is Ecumenical. It is about God’s Hope which prompts God’s people to resist sins destructiveness in all the forms that can take. It is about God’s power to make the despairing, worn-out, broken
hearts, and all else, new again. Jesus’ personal promise is addressed to everyone and everything that is
vulnerable to destruction: “Because I live, you will live also.” (John 14:19)

***********************************************************************************
Easter Sunday Flowers
Join our Easter Sunday celebration by purchasing flowers for $15 "In
Memory of" or "In Honor of" a person who is special to you. Sign up in the
foyer. Flowers to be taken home after service. - Vicky Koehn
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Pastor Amanda's Enthusiastic Endorsement: Naming Grief
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In Psalm 22, we read:
I am poured out like water,
and all my bones are out of joint.
My heart has turned to wax;
it has melted within me.
My mouth is dried up like a potsherd,
and my tongue sticks to the roof of my mouth;
you lay me in the dust of death.
If I were writing Psalm 22, I would include:
My words turn to sawdust when I try to sing.
Since the vote to maintain exclusion of people who are LGBTQ+ from ministry made by the General Conference of the MUC, (see the longer article on this decision on page 6 in the newsletter) I have been
grieving. Twice when I have been gathered with other clergy I have been unable to sing, knowing that in
the room, in the community, are fabulous Queer clergy who are not welcome in the United Methodist
Church. And my words turned to sawdust when I tried to sing.
Finding the sawdust phrase helped me to name my grief.
I believe that when we specifically name things, this naming allows us to experience them more fully.
Guess what? At the same time I noticed I couldn’t sing with clergy colleagues, I became aware that when
at our church, First UMC of Red Wing, I sing with my whole heart. The experience I have here is that all
are welcome, included and needed for this church to make a difference bringing hope and healing in Red
Wing. While I deeply grieve the institutional exclusion, I celebrate the different experience people have
here.

Children Youth and Family Events


Wednesday, April 3 no youth group, no potluck—consider attending the Lenten dinner and worship
starting at 5:30 p.m. at the Episcopal Church



Friday, April 5 Intergenerational Pizza and Trivia Night. What animal was Gene Autry known for?
What power does Captain Marvel wield? Join us for a fun night of trivia! Teams of 8 will be formed
at the event. Tickets available through April 3rd in the church office. $7.50 for pizza and dessert. The
proceeds from this fundraiser will help support our summer youth outreach.



Sundays April 7, 14 and 28 - 10:40am Sunday School for Children and Youth (no Sunday School on
Easter)



Wednesday, April 10 - 6:00pm youth group



Saturday, April 20, 7pm - Sunday April 21, 10:30am Easter Vigil Lock In for youth 5th grade and up.



Wednesday, April 24 - 6:00pm youth group



Wednesday, May 1 - 5:30-7:00 Intergenerational Potluck and Worship



Sundays, May 5 and 12 -10:30am Sunday School for Children and Youth



Wednesdays, May 8, 15 and 22 - 6pm youth group



Sunday, May 19 - 9:30am Children and Youth-led worship service, followed by
celebration of Sunday School with ice cream!
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After General Conference 2019

(with content from the United Methodist News Service)

In late February, United Methodist elected delegates from around the world gathered in St Louis for a
“special” General Conference with the sole agenda item of discerning a “way forward” regarding
human sexuality. Specifically the delegates considered plans for how to be in ministry with people
who identify as LGBTQ+. The General Conference is the only body that approves church policy and
speaks officially for the denomination.
The General Conference delegates passed by a 438-384 vote the Traditional Plan, which retains
restrictions against “self-avowed practicing homosexual” clergy and officiating at or hosting same-sex
marriage ceremonies and requires stricter enforcement for violations of church law. Parts of this plan
are unconstitutional (by church discipline). The Judicial Council will make a ruling in late April
regarding how the legislation will move forward.
In the meantime, our local church, Red Wing First United Methodist Church, will continue to be a
church that welcomes, includes and needs all people in order to be a full expression of the beloved
community of God. People who have disabilities will continue to assist in worship. Everyone who
shows up on Sunday nights will be offered a warm meal. Our church leadership is blessed with
people in the LGBTQ+ community who are helping us as a congregation find a way to continue in our
inclusive ministry.
In the meantime, United Methodists in Minnesota are dreaming of an inclusive Wesleyan movement
and how we can be a part of the new thing that God is doing to draw our circle in Minnesota wide.
Here is the rally cry from Pastor Judy Zabel - at Hennepin UMC. “To all my MN Annual Conference
friends, stay strong. Change is ahead. New things are bubbling up across the connection. Don't despair
and don't give up. God is doing a new thing. Be calm, do your ministry well and get your heart ready for
a new thing. God DOES bring light into the darkness. God DOES bring dead things to life. This is our
story. This is our song. Keep singing it.” You can learn more about this movement at
www.minnesotamethodists.org
In the meantime, our Bishop has written a letter to the Clergy of the Minnesota Annual Conference.
Part of that letter reads, As we stand in this moment, we don’t know exactly how the future will unfold.
All that is certain is God’s great faithfulness. I am convinced the best way forward, first of all, is for the
Minnesota Conference to be clear what kind of annual conference we want to be. To that end, I am putting in place a process to create a statement to that effect for consideration by the 2019 annual
conference session. Further, I am convinced we need to hold together as an annual conference so that
whatever emerges as our preferred future, we go forward strong, together, and with as many resources
and as much clarity as possible. What I remind myself daily and call you to as well: Stay in conversation
with the whole body of Christ; choose to respond in ways that do not harm the very thing that we are
trying to create or the relationships we value; and maintain a convicted humility that grounds our
passion for change.
In the meantime, pastors Clay and Amanda are committed to being with our congregation in this
struggle. We know that we have diversity in our congregation regarding LGBTQ+ ordination and
marriage. We also know that we are a community that practices welcome and grace to each other.
If you need to process your thoughts, membership and identity at this time, please do not hesitate to
reach out to us. We are working with several small groups in our congregation to maintain the bonds
of love in this time. We know that God is on the Move here in Red Wing and our congregation is
deeply invested in bringing hope and healing here and now.
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Care Ministries Report - From Jane Stone, Care Coordinator
As I write this, there is hope that spring will arrive. The temperature is now above freezing during the
daytime, and the sun is shining. The thick ice on our gravel driveway is melting, resulting in mud and
ruts. Larger groups of wild turkeys are trudging through the foot or so of snow that remains to get to
our backyard bird feeders, where they feast on dropped sunflower seeds. Perhaps, by the time you read
this, we will see green grass and shoots of tulips and daffodils poking through the ground.
Spring arrived March 20—on the calendar, anyway—and April will bring us Holy Week and Easter. We
think about bunnies and chocolate eggs at the same time that we think about Jesus being tortured…we
think about beautiful daffodils and an ugly crown of thorns. Although these images seem to be in contrast to one another, they bring the same message: We need not fear death; there is new life! Jesus has
conquered sin and death. Those who believe in Him will also live.
Jesus said to [Martha], “I am the resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me, even though
they die, will live, and everyone who lives
and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?” (John 11:25-26)
We see new life in nature as winter turns to spring. There is new growth and new birth. Likewise, we
see new life and growth in our spiritual lives, as we celebrate the resurrection of Christ.

HALLELUJAH! CHRIST IS RISEN!

Our church membership has seen many surgeries and hospitalizations the past month or two. We are
grateful for successful recoveries and for the care provided to our members by others within our congregation!

Letters, Notes and Appreciation
A BIG thank you to my Methodist family – For the past two years I have had a struggle with my health.
But, the church has never forgotten me. Thanks for the prayers, cards and visits. I think I can finally see
a “light at the end of the tunnel.” God is good. – Love, Bev Warwick
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Outreach and Missions
Blessing Box
With the arrival of spring, we have a few new requests to fill our blessing box!
 Small mosquito repellent and sunscreen wipes.
 Flats of bottled water
 Baseball caps and floppy hats with brims
 Deodorant
Your donations to the blessing box can be placed in the donation box inside the 4th street doors.

McCurdy Box Tops for Education
McCurdy School in Espanola, NM has provided a quality education since 1912 to residents of the Espanola Valley
of NE New Mexico. It provided some of the first teachers for NM. McCurdy depends on volunteers from the area
as well as mission work camps from throughout the United States. The work camps provide upkeep on buildings
and the grounds. This congregation has taken three work camp groups to McCurdy to do a variety of tasks. Current members that have gone on these trips are Grunzke’s, Bartlett’s, Bob Stone, Vicky Koehn and daughter Candice, Heather Petroff and daughter Abrianna Ingram, and John Crandall.
It also depends on box tops for education labels to provide extras for their classrooms. Red Wing UMC has collected labels for McCurdy for over 45 years. A container for your deposit of labels in on the connection center in
Hamline Commons.
The latest McCurdy newsletter reports a need for more volunteers either in groups or individuals to come and
volunteer to work. They also continue to ask for congregations to send box tops for education. Thanks to people
who have been collecting labels for McCurdy. – Mardell Bartlett

Purple Scarf / Lydia Project
Last fall the request was made for knitters and crochets to make purple scarves-think Prince or Viking Purplefor the worldwide delegates who will come to Minneapolis for the 2020 Gen Conf of the UMC. This request is to
handcrafters in Minnesota, North Dakota, and South Dakota. Many members responded to this request. While
some have already completed and turned in their scarves, if you have not completed your scarf, the deadline for
turning them in will be May 15. Scarves will be taken to the 2019 Minnesota Annual Conference and the person
in charge will collect them for distribution to the delegates. A reminder will appear in the May Newsletter.
This project was named Lydia in honor of a woman contemporary of Paul’s. You can read her story in Acts. –
Mardell Bartlett

Mission Market 2019
Thinking about gardening yet? The snow is melting and many fields around us are bare, though most have water
running through them or water pooled in low spots. (I am writing this article mid-March.) Some signs of spring
are to be seen if you look or listen closely.
Our rhubarb, usually the first fresh produce available, is located in an open area but is still covered with snow.
While it will be several weeks before fresh produce is available, l have already planted seeds for tomatoes, peppers, eggplant, and much of the cabbage family to make sure the plants will be large enough to transplant when
the garden is ready.
How this works: Growers bring produce to the table in the Hamline Commons. Members choose what they
would like and then donate money to go to a Mission Project decided by the Church Council. The mission recipient will be reported in the May newsletter.
THINK SPRING! ~ Mardell Bartlett
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Women’s Ministry
HAPPY BIRTHDAY UMW!
United Methodist Women turned 150 years old in March 2019! We celebrate our 150
years of improving the lives of women, children, and youth in our community and around the world. Our unit will
observe the birthday on UMW Sunday, April 28.
All women are invited to UMW Circle and Mission Team meetings. The April schedule is (all meetings are at the
church unless specified otherwise):


Monday, April 8, Eve Circle, 9:30 am, Sue Nelson chairman (388-6062)



Tuesday, April 9, Ruth Circle, 1 pm, Margaret Foster chairman (388-4459)



Wednesday, April 24, Mission Team, 2 pm; kitchen cleaning 1 pm



Saturday, April 27, District Spring Gathering, Owatonna UMC, 8:45 am-3 pm; Presentations on Immigration/
Migration/Refugee Status and Sanctuary Congregations



Sunday, April 28, UMW Sunday at FUMC



Saturday, May 4, Conference Spiritual Growth Retreat, Advent UMC, Egan, 9 am-3 pm

Please contact UMW President, Jane Baker (388-9127, janekbaker@yahoo.com) for information about any of these
events.
The funeral committee for April is: Marlene Lampman, Opal Larson, Marge Lewis, Cheryl Enevold, Christy Rikli,
Ada Seeker, Jane Stone, Carrissa Sullivan, and Carol Yarwood.

**************************************************************************************************

RED WING FOOD SHELF
Food is always needed at the Red Wing Food Shelf. Please bring canned goods, flour, sugar, dry cereals, and other
nonperishables and put them in the labeled box in the church foyer. We will get them to the Food Shelf. If you
prefer to give cash, please make checks to the church designated for the Food Shelf. The Food Shelf is able to buy
2 times more at the food bank than can be bought at local grocery stores. If you cannot donate, please keep the
work of the Food Shelf in your prayers. Thank you for your generosity.

FAMILY FARE RECEIPTS
Please continue to put your Family Fare/Econo receipts in the box in the foyer. We are working toward another
goal of $150,000 for which the store will give us $1,000. Receipts from 2017, 2018, and 2019 are accepted. In
February 1st UMC received a $1,000 check for receipts collected during 2018. ~ Thank you to everyone who
turned in receipts!
DO YOU HAVE A PRAYER REQUEST? Perhaps you or a family member or a friend is experiencing a physical or mental health concern. Perhaps someone you know is facing a lifealtering decision. Or perhaps you know a family who has lost a loved one. Maybe you have a
joy to share! The power of prayer in all situations is unlimited.
Our church has two groups that respond to prayer requests. The prayer chain is a group of
“pray-ers” who receive requests by telephone or email and pray daily for at least two weeks
for the concern; the Prayer and Care Ministry meets twice a month. Prayer requests can be
made by filling out the yellow prayer cards in the pews during a worship service or contacting
a pastor, church office (388-3262), or Jane Baker (388-9127). All concerns are kept confidential unless permission is given to include them on the Prayer Board and/or in the Sunday bulletin. If you would like to participate in either group, please contact one of the pastors or the
church office. The dates for the Prayer and Care Ministry meetings are April 10 and 24.
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Summary of Council Minutes from March 6, 2019
Attending: Pastor Clay Oglesbee, Pastor Amanda Larsen, Bob Stone, Jane Stone, Paul Karlen, Melinda
Brueschke, Judy Plein, Andrea Ramberg, Kathy VanCampen, Katie Bystrom, Crystal Henderson, Guy
Deleon, and Jane Baker.
Meeting called to order @ 7:41 following Ash Wednesday worship.
WITNESS AND SERVICE
The second year grant of $8,134.00 was approved in the Special Church Conference in January. There
will be a mid-year report due in July to advise on the summer plans. This will include VBS, Service
camps and exploring a program for the Adult Detention Center. The summer movies in the park will
be moved inside the church. This will give us the opportunity to start the movie earlier. Plans are being worked on for intergenerational VBS with the pop up play staying the same.
Jane Stone advised the Welcoming Committee sent care packages to college students.
Project Mondema received $420.00 for February works of mercy gift. Bruce and Brenda have put a
list of items currently needed. Total needed is $1,505.00 to make the church building more functional
and secure.
FINANCE
Pledges are down but otherwise everything looks good. Bob Stone advised the trustees are responsible for small gifts and they follow the guidelines for undesignated gifts. However, for unexpected large
gifts there is a need for a small group to be formed.
SPRC
They did meet with Cynthia and discussed all notes seeking new clergy. Another meeting is being
planned. The Welcoming Committee will assist the SPRC, which is planning the farewell for Clay and
Amanda as well as a welcome to the new clergy. It was asked if all current officers and committee
members extend their terms at least through the end of the year to make the summer transition easier.
TRUSTEES
So far Bob has only one bid on the fire alarms system. To add the sanctuary we would need an additional $10,000.00 added to the bid. Not every company can give us a bid as an electrician needs a correct license to install such a system. Another bid was discussed to make sure we cover all options. Bid
approval will be tabled until April to try and get another bid. Once a decision is made it will need to
be approved by the City of Red Wing.
Next meeting will be April 3rd at 7:15.
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God is on the Move - and So Are We!
A Hearing Friendly Church - Try Our Looping

Lead Pastor
Rev. Clay Oglesbee
Email: redwingrev@gmail.com
Cell: 507-251-9283

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

Care Coordinator
Jane Stone
janestone1125@msn.com
Outreach Coordinator
Crystal Henderson
rwfumcyouth@gmail.com
Cell: 651-212-3963

Pastor of Children, Youth and Family Ministries
Pastor Amanda Larsen
Email: pastoramandalarsen@gmail.com
Cell: 507-884-9835

Church Office Hours
Monday – Friday 11:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.

Administrative Assistant
Cindy Johnston
Email: methodistadmin@msn.com

General Church Email
redwingmethodist@msn.com

Music Director
Kim Cory
Email: snkcory@gmail.com

Church Website
www.redwingmethodist.org
Office Phone
651-388-3262

Sunday Worship
Fellowship
Sunday school (Sept - May)
Adult Forums (Sept - May)

9:30 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
10:40 a.m.
10:40 a.m.

Community Meals in April
Sundays April 14 and 28
Served at 5:00 p.m.
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