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The First Word 
May 2019 A Hearing Friendly Church - Try Our Looping  

First United Methodist Church ~ 403 East Ave.  Red Wing, MN 55066 

Our Vision:  We are people who have faith that God is on the Move! 

Special Church Conference on May 8th 

All members of First United Methodist Church are invited to attend a special Church Conference on 
Wednesday, May 8, at 6:30 p.m. to address the following business: 
 

 Adoption of revised and updated Trust Fund Policy 
 This new policy will revise our current policy by requiring that the Trustees oversee invest-

ments through their agent, the United Methodist Foundation of Minnesota.  This is consistent 
with the UM Discipline. 

 In particular the Endowment Trust Fund will be administered to provide for equal distribu-
tion of up to 100% of earnings each year for outreach, service and/or operating costs.  All ac-
tions for annual distribution of funds will require discussion and approval by the Church 
Council before implementation.  Copies of the revised policy will be available. 

 
 Distribute funds for facilities and other needs, consistent with the new policy 

 The Church Conference will also act to approve distribution of funds for the City-required 
Alarm System (est. $45,000 from reserves) and $25,000 to a Money-Market Fund to conven-
iently guarantee operating expenditures if current giving is ever insufficient for costs. 

 Other potential, future facilities expenditures will also be discussed:  Elevator repairs, and       
T-Loop system and floor-coverings for upper and lower fellowship areas. 

 
 Actions in Support of Full-Inclusion Statement 

 The full-inclusion statement previously adopted by our congregation by a 97% favorable vote 
is proposed to be more fully implemented through the following steps which voice our dissent 
from the actions of the Special General Conference.  It is proposed to support full-inclusion of 
LGBTQIA+ individuals through the following steps: 

 Design and hang a public banner with emblems of inclusion for an array of people. 
Create and install signs for our entryways bearing a short statement of our inclusive 
welcome.  Sample shortened statement:  First United Methodist Church of Red Wing     
celebrates that ALL people are God’s children, created in God’s image and of sacred worth. 
Our faith calls us to be in intentional ministry to, with, and for all people, particularly those 
people who are marginalized because of age, disability, race, ethnicity, income status,   
gender identity, sexual orientation or family make-up.  We are a community of Jesus Christ 
welcoming all people, especially you.  

 Take steps to become an official congregation with Reconciling Ministries Network  
Congregations (advocates full inclusion of LGBTQ persons, including advocating their 
legal weddings and ordained gay clergy). 

 Join as a signature congregation with the Minnesota Methodists organization (advocates 
full inclusion of LGBTQ persons, including advocating their legal weddings and ordained 
gay clergy). 

 

 Update on Clergy Appointments and Leadership Transition 

 Update on Summer Ministry Plans 
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May 2019  Worship:  Resurrection Extended in the World, and a  
        Series on the Book of James                                         
Services are held at 9:30 a.m.  Our May Work of Mercy is for our outreach ministries 
through God Is on the Move.   

Sunday, May 5    

Sacrament of Holy Communion 

Sermon:  Doers of the Word 

Texts:  James 1:17-27 

Preaching:  Pastor Clay Oglesbee 

10:40--Adult Forum:  Project Mondema in Sierra Leone (Bruce and Brenda Blair presenting) 

 

Sunday, May 12—Mother’s Day and Celebrating Sunday School 

Play:  How to be a Better Gamer  

Texts:  James 3:13-18  

Directing:  Pastor Amanda Larsen 

No Forum on Mother’s Day - Ice Cream Celebration 

 

Sunday, May  19       

Reception of New Members 

Sermon:  How to Fight a Troll 

Texts:  James 2:8-13, 3:7-10 

Preaching:  Pastor Amanda Larsen 

New Member Sunday 

 

Sunday, May 26—Aldersgate Sunday  

Sermon:  Do the Right Thing  

Texts:  James 4 (selected verses)  

Preaching:  Pastor Clay Oglesbee 

No Forum—Memorial Day Weekend  

 
The Book of James: A Blueprint for Making Faith Work 

 The author of the Book of James didn’t write to a particular location with specific challenges they were  
facing.  James was written to a general audience of people who once were Jewish and now identify as  
Christian.  It doesn’t mention Jesus’ death and resurrection and doesn’t go on and on about theology.     
Rather than being a book of “why” you are a Christian, it is “how” to be a Christian.  Its verses more 
closely echo Jesus than any book outside the Gospels.  
 

Join us for worship in May as we explore this practical book together! 
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Just One More Thing … Notes from Pastor Clay Oglesbee 
 

Booze, Butts and Betting--Destructive “Adult” Pleasures 

Booze—Most adults manage to drink alcoholic beverages in moderation, but we all 
know of persons who have ruined or significantly damaged their lives through  
alcoholism or alcohol consumption to the point of intoxication.  I also know intimately, 
through our extended family, the effects of Fetal Alcohol Syndrome on foster children 
whose mothers drank alcohol while pregnant.  Their drinking or alcoholism robbed 

their children of a life-time of normal-range capacities.  The women drank, in part, because advertisers 
encouraged it.  The social and economic costs of alcohol abuse (lost productivity, treatment, etc.)  
in the US exceed an estimated $200 billion/year, enough money to fund health insurance for over 
160 million children in our country for a year, or to fund global anti-hunger work for a decade.   
 
Betting—Somehow, in recent years in Minnesota and throughout the country, it has become a “rite of 
passage” for young adults, turning 18, to go to a casino for their first gambling session.  Parents even take 
their kids, not realizing that teens are three times more likely than adults to become addicted to  
gambling.  Gambling lotteries are even promoted on some nightly news stations in our area.  I know of 
one family where the graduating senior went on from his “rite of passage” to a few years of gambling at 
the casinos—and a few years of losing more money than he could afford or admit to his family.  He was 
fortunate that he realized what his gambling was costing him, financially and personally, and stopped the 
behavior.  He says he still gets gambling promotional brochures in the mail.  The advertisers and promot-
ers never stop.  There are many, many people struggling with unrecognized gambling addictions, costing 
them a great deal personally—and us a great deal societally.  For every $1 the government gets from 
gambling, the community pays $2 to $3 in social and economic costs.   
 
Butts—Tobacco is certainly the most insidious and poisonous of so-called adult pleasures.  My own  
father died from smoking-induced emphysema at a relatively young 69-years-old.  He suffered more than 
five years with gradually declining health, and an inability to walk more than a few yards without losing 
his breath.  He could not eat a normal meal with his family without losing his breath because of the pres-
sure on his lungs.  He only saw our older son play in one junior high baseball game--because his health  
prevented much travel.  He was embarrassed by the necessity to carry oxygen with him.  Ultimately, he 
had to have part of a leg amputated because his circulation was so poor.  He was frightened for years that 
he would die by suffocation, unable to get his breath.  There were no tobacco company ads or apologies 
about his fears, his decline, his amputation, the health-risks he inadvertently gave to his children, or the 
years, if not decades, of activity and good health that he might have spent with his grandchildren, his  
family and friends, but lost because he smoked tobacco.  He was not alone.  In the United States, 
438,000 people a year die because of tobacco.  Remember that our total loss of soldiers in Iraq 
was under 1,000/year for three years of the war.  (By the way, I encourage you to see the movie, 
“Thank You for Smoking” on Netflix for a sharp, satirical look at the tobacco industry. 
 
********************************************************************************************************* 
 

 
 

EXTENDED COMMUNION 

The Prayer and Care Ministry Team will offer extended communion on Sunday, 
June 2.  If you would like communion delivered to you in your home, or if you 
know someone who would, or if you would like to deliver communion, please con-
tact the pastors or church office by Wednesday, May 29.   
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Pastor Amanda's Enthusiastic Endorsement:   
Making Moments Matter 
I am a sucker for teenage drama TV shows.  From the original Beverly Hills 90210, 
to Buffy the Vampire Slayer to the OC, Gossip Girl and Pretty Little Liars,  I get 
pulled into the characters and all their drama.  (Peter does too!)  These shows all 
have a moment where one character says “take a minute and take this in.  We 
made it.  We graduated/closed the Hellmouth/ended the reign of “A.””  High 

School TV dramas are about noticing moments.  

We also find people noting moments in the Bible.  “Take off your shoes Moses, this is holy ground” is a 
moment.  Shepherds singing in the hills, kings bowing low before a baby are moments.  The Psalms are 
moments of awe and woe.  What was happening on 
the day the author of Psalm 66 penned these words? 

Right now we are in a season of “big” moments.    
Graduation parties, the first Mother’s Day without 
mom, transitions in pastors.  It’s tempting to skip 
these transition moments.  In my own life, too often I 
rush through moments.  I’m in a hurry to get to the 
next thing.  Some people say “it’s not that big a deal” 
when it really is a big moment.  Other people miss   
moments because they are behind a camera, trying to 
capture a moment.  Some people avoid moments, like 
a funeral, because the moment is more than they can 
handle.  

I can think of times in my life where I intentionally  
created a moment for a time of transition and it        
became a holy moment.  When I was in my late 20’s 
my dad sold the land that had been in our family for 
four generations.  Before the land was turned over to 
the new owners, I gathered with my mom and sisters, 
in a special spot by the lake, and offered a farewell 
blessing to the land.  Another time I worked with a couple who had a premature loss of a much-hoped 
for child.  We created a small service in a prayer labyrinth to say goodbye to the possibilities and ask 
God to help us see a future with hope.  In both instances, by the lake and on the labyrinth the moment 
became holy, healing, and a time of hope when we were all really sad. 

One of the things I’m hoping to do while I’m on family leave is help others intentionally create moments. 
I’m not sure what that will look like, but I think something will emerge.  Making moments matter helps 
shape our lives and gives us things to cling to in times of uncertainty.  Standing outside the High School 
and taking a deep breath before leaving for the last time may seem like a small thing, but it could be the 
one small thing you remember 10 years later as the hinge when your life moved forward. 

This month I challenge you to notice some moments and even perhaps create a moment or two, to       
remember. 

In grace, 

Pastor Amanda 

 

 

 

Let God grant us grace and bless us; 
    let God make his face shine on us,  

    so that your way becomes known on earth, 
    so that your salvation 

 becomes known among all the nations. 
  

Let the people thank you, God! 
    Let all the people thank you! 

    Let the people celebrate 
        and shout with joy 

        because you judge the nations fairly 
        and guide all nations on the earth.  

    Let the people thank you, God! 
    Let all the people thank you! 

  
The earth has yielded its harvest. 

    God blesses us—our God blesses us! 
Let God continue to bless us; 

    let the far ends of the earth honor him. 
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End of Sunday School Celebration 

May 12, 9:30am 
Join us in worship for a child and youth-led worship service! Sharing musical gifts, leading 
us in prayer and telling the story of how we connect faith and life are among the diverse 
ways our children and youth bless us.  The youth will offer a spring skit, “How to Be a  
Better Gamer!”  After worship we will have an ice cream social! 
  

  
Only 4 Wednesday night youth group events remain!  
Mark your calendars! 
  Wednesday, April 24, 6 -7:30 pm:  Chicken nuggets, and casting and rewriting “How to be a Better 

Gamer” our spring skit! 
  Wednesday, May 1, 6-7:30 pm:  Potluck dinner - bring something you are pretty sure only your 

family makes, something “unusual.”  Worship follows in the sanctuary. 
 Wednesday, May 8, 6-7 pm:  The one and only ice cream sampling event.  We’ll judge, rank and  

publish our results of the best ice cream around!  (Thank you to Jeanne, Sammie and Mindy for   
this suggestion!) 

  Wednesday, May 15, 6-7:30 pm:  End of the year party with another Escape Room!  
  

  
“How to Be a Better Gamer” A Spring Skit for our Youth 

“Welcome to how to be a better gamer summer camp!”  The kids look around, unimpressed.  “Ok, show 
of hands.  How many of you are here because your parents signed you up and made you come?” 
  
On May 12 our youth will present “How to Be a Better Gamer,” a skit that shows how what we do in 
gaming and how we act as a gamer can influence us even when we aren’t plugged into the x-box or 
leaning over a table of Magic cards.  Rehearsals will be April 24 during youth group and May 5 during 
Sunday School.  If you have a gamer in your life, this is a great Sunday to invite them to church! 
  
  

 
Intergenerational Roller Skating Party! 

June 9, 1-4pm at Belle Creek Roller Rink 
Drag your family and friends to the roller rink for an afternoon of skat-
ing, laughing, and welcoming summer together!  The cost is $10 per per-
son who uses the skating floor.  If you’re not skating, there is no cost. We 
will have some board games going at  tables for the nonskaters and 
those who are taking a break.  Our group has          
exclusive use of the rink from 1-2 until the general 
session opens at 2! 
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Care Ministries Report  - From Jane Stone, Care Coordinator 
 

Are you a sports fan?  It seems that most people are.  Even the                                                
Minnesota Conference of the United Methodist Church celebrates                                              
“United Methodist Day at the Twins.”  (Note: This takes place on                                                    
June 12 this year.)  As a non-sports fan, I am definitely in the minority!    
    
I am probably not a sports fan because that was not something in my life as I 
was growing up.  My parents were busy farming; the only sports activity I  
remember was 4-H softball, and I was NOT one of the key players.  In fact, as an 
elementary school student I was always the last one chosen for a team that  
involved any kind of physical ability.  My physical prowess did not improve in 
high school; I was the skinny kid no one wanted on their team and graduated 
from high school weighing a mere 90 pounds.  It didn’t matter, since sports were for boys; the only  
option for girls was participation in GRA (Girls’ Recreation Association).  It just wasn’t for me.   
 
Despite this total lack of knowledge of and interest in sports, I am going to use a sports analogy in this 
newsletter article.  I was reading the book Here Goes Nothing, written by Kendra Broekhuis, when I 
came upon this analogy.  Kendra, her husband, and their young child had moved and were church  
shopping.  They attended a membership class at a church they had visited several times.  Class began 
with an explanation of the church’s mission statement, which resonated with Kendra.  She “daydreamed 
in and out,” but what really got her attention was the sports analogy the pastor shared.  He said, “Church 
has no bleachers or bench.  There are no spectators watching or players waiting to get in the game.   
Everyone is expected to participate.  Everyone has a divine purpose in how they serve the Lord.” 
 
Did you get that?  Read those last two sentences again: EVERYONE IS EXPECTED TO PARTICIPATE.  
EVERYONE HAS A DIVINE PURPOSE IN HOW THEY SERVE THE LORD. 
 
There is a big difference between attendance and participation.  It’s easy to attend church.  Arrive on 
time, sit in your usual pew, greet those around you whom you know, and slip out quietly immediately 
after worship.  Participation is not as easy.  It means making a commitment.  The author asks, “Is our 
attitude ‘How will the church serve us?’ or ‘How can we serve in the church?’”  The church is called “the 
body of Christ” because we all serve as different parts of the body, but all parts work together in unity. 
 
As we anticipate the appointment of our new pastor, each of us should consider how we will participate 
in the life of our church.  What is our divine purpose in serving the Lord?  Remember, there are no 
bleachers and no bench.  Each one of us is needed on the playing field that consists of the ministries of 
our church.   

The next one up to bat could be any one of us. 

IT JUST MIGHT BE YOU! 
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Outreach and Missions 
MISSION MARKET BEGINS 
When you ask?  Soon if not by the time you read this.  On April 7th I 
checked on the rhubarb and it had just popped through the ground, but 
is once again covered.  As the weather warms and melts the snow the 
rhubarb will benefit from the water content of the late storm.  Rhubarb 
is our first offering.  People bring extra produce for pick up by the con-
gregation who leave a donation in a basket on the Mission Market table 

in the Hamline Commons.  The donations go to a mission project decided by the church council.  This 
year's recipients will be split between Habitat for Humanity and the Goodhue County Adult Detention 
Center Ministry.  This is a new program of the church using the arts as the basis for the ministry. 
 

If you want fresh produce, come to the Hamline Commons on Sunday and see what is available.  See you 
are the table. – Mardell Bartlett 
 

GOODHUE COUNTY ADULT DETENTION CENTER MINISTRY 
We know of five people who have completed the screening process for our new ministry of the GCADC.  
For 2-3 hours each week we offer healing and hope through art.  We’d like five additional volunteers.  If 
this sounds like a place God is call you, talk to Crystal or Erin Marcks. 
 

PURPLE SCARF REMINDER 
If you have been making a scarf/scarves for delegates to the global UMC General 
Conference in 2020, but have not turned them in, now is the time.  Please bring 
them to the church office or give them to Mardell Bartlett by MAY15th.  These 
scarves will be taken to our Minnesota Annual Conference in June 2019 and the 
person in charge of collection will get them to the General Conference which is 
to be held in Minneapolis.  
 

Thank you for your efforts on this project.  – Mardell Bartlett 
 
 

FOOD SHELF & BLESSING BOX 

Help fight hunger in Red Wing by bringing a nonperishable food 
item—such as cereal, spaghetti, or peanut butter—or a check 
designated for the Red Wing Food Shelf to the collection boxes or 
offering plates at the church.  The Blessing Box, near the 4th St. 
door, is especially in need of mosquito repellent, hand sanitizer, 
and sunscreen.   Thank you for your generosity! 

 

FAMILY FARE RECEIPTS 

Please continue to put your Family Fare receipts in the box in Hamline Foyer. We are working toward 
the goal of $150,000 for which the store will give us $1,000.    Receipts from 2017, 2018, and 2019 are 
accepted. 
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Women’s Ministry 

United Methodist Women (UMW) is an organization for all women whose purpose 
is to know God, to develop a creative, supportive fellowship, and to expand con-
cepts of mission through participation in the local and global ministries of the 

church.  Through our circle meetings and service projects, the UMW of 1st UMC strives to fulfill this pur-
pose.   

  All women are invited to our meetings in the Friendship Room:          

 Eve Circle—Monday, May 13, Noon at Liberty’s for lunch 

 Ruth Circle—Tuesday, May 14, 1:00 pm 

 Mission Team—Wednesday, May 22, 2:00 pm 

 
Mark your calendars for the Out to Lunch gathering on Tuesday, June 11.  More information in the June 
Newsletter.  Our circles and Mission Team will not meet again until fall.   

  Thank you to everyone who helped with UMW Sunday.   

Contact Jane Baker, 388-9127, for more information about UMW. 

The Funeral Committee for May is:  Sue Dopkins, Mandy Mroz, Bea Kizer, Angie Lancman,                    
Cherie Riegelman, Diane Linder, Crystal Henderson, and Jacki Henderson.   

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
A Church Endowment Received in February was from Deanna 

(Klinginsmith) Class who was born on December 20, 1938, and raised in Bay City, Wis-
consin.  She went to Bay City grade school and Ellsworth High School.  She had several 
jobs, and the last one was with Hiawatha Bank.  She attended Bay City  
Methodist Church Sunday School, was confirmed in the Bay City church, and was a 
member of Bay City Methodist Church.  Deanna was an only child and kept very much 
to herself.  She was married to Gerald Class for only a short time before getting a  
divorce.  They had no children.  Deanna was a very private lady.  ~Jeanette Stroupe 

The Prayer and Care Ministry Team will meet Wednesdays, May 8 and 22, at 11 am, at 
the church.  Prayer requests—concerns and joys-- can be made by filling out the yellow 
prayer cards in the pews during a worship service or by contacting a pastor, church  
office (388-3262), or Jane Baker (388-9127).  All concerns are kept confidential unless 
permission is given to include them on the Prayer Board and/or in the Sunday bulletin. 
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CONFERENCE CONNECTIONS 

All United Methodist churches are connected through shared mission and ministry and united in their 
efforts to grow in love of God and neighbor, reach new people, and heal a broken world. Check out 
these news tidbits from the Minnesota Annual Conference, which serves all 360 United Methodist 
churches in the state. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 Bishop Ough: Living and dreaming together:  Bishop Bruce R. Ough recently said his heart is 

broken to see The United Methodist Church so divided and shared his dream: “I dream of a church 
that is colorful, diverse, and full of love.  I dream of a church that is passionately evangelical and 
transformative in its mission.  I dream of a church that is deeply Wesleyan and wonderfully welcom-
ing.  I dream of a church that freely and boldly provides space for all who are gifted and called by 
God.”  He acknowledged the cries of lament, anxiety, and anger following General Conference 2019 
and pledged to lead the conference to remain focused on making disciples.  He advised Minnesota 
United Methodists:  “Do not lose sight of or heart for our first love—the mission of Jesus.  In the 
midst of upheaval, Jesus’ mission remains the same yesterday, today, and tomorrow.” 

 2019 Annual Conference—Dare to Reach: Love Boldly!:  June 18-20, 2019, St. Cloud.  Join us as 
a voting member or a visitor!  Drawing on John 4:1-26, we will look at how Jesus calls us to step 
out of our comfort zone and reach new people for Christ.  We will tell our collective story of how 
God’s love quenches our thirst, and explore ways to invite everyone to drink from the well so that 
their thirst is quenched.  It will be a meaningful time of worship, learning, and discerning.  Register 
by May 15 for the best rates.  Learn more: www.minnesotaumc.org/annualconference 

 Volunteer for General Conference 2020:  Have you heard?  The Dakotas-Minnesota Area is host-
ing the 2020 United Methodist General Conference, which will bring thousands of siblings in Christ 
from around the world to Minneapolis from May 5-15.  The host team is looking for volunteers of 
all ages, interests, and abilities to extend radical hospitality to guests.  Learn more and indicate 
your interest in volunteering: https://gc2020welcome.org 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

BRIGHT SPOTS IN OUR MIDST 
 Minnesota lay speaker delivers 500th sermon:  Back in 2004, Jack Rogers’ pastor told him he was going 

to start preaching at a senior living complex.  “There’s got to be someone more qualified than me,” he re-
calls telling Rev. Rachel McIver Morey, who now serves Northfield UMC.  But she insisted that he was up for 
the task.  So after Rogers accompanied her a few times and watched her preach, he reluctantly delivered a 
sermon himself and eventually went through lay speaker training.  Now, 15 years later, Rogers recently 
completed his 500th lay sermon.  “The more success I have, the better the example Christ is making me for 
other people,” he said.  “I’m not educated, I’m not good-looking, I’m not athletic, I’m not well-spoken, I’m 
not well-dressed.  I’m as plain and ordinary as you can get...If I can do it, anyone can do it.” 

 Lydia Project exceeds pledge goal:  For the past year, nearly 200 churches across the Dakotas-Minnesota 
Area have been creating beautiful, hand-made purple scarves for General Conference 2020 participants as a 
gesture of welcome.  This initiative, called the Lydia Project (after Lydia in Acts 16), aims to provide warm 
hospitality to all who join in the work of legislation, fellowship, and worship when our global connection 
meets in Minneapolis in May 2020.  The number of scarves pledged recently exceeded the ambitious 
10,000 goal!  Thanks be to God! 

http://www.minnesotaumc.org/annualconference
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CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

Lead Pastor 
Rev. Clay Oglesbee 

Email:  redwingrev@gmail.com 
Cell:  507-251-9283  

 

Pastor of Children, Youth and Family Ministries 
Pastor Amanda Larsen 

Email:  pastoramandalarsen@gmail.com  
Cell:  507-884-9835 

 

Administrative Assistant 
Cindy Johnston 

Email:  methodistadmin@msn.com 
 

Music Director 
Kim Cory 

Email:  snkcory@gmail.com 
 
 
 

Care Coordinator 
Jane Stone 

janestone1125@msn.com  
 

Outreach Coordinator 
Crystal Henderson 

rwfumcyouth@gmail.com  
Cell:  651-212-3963 

 

Church Office Hours 
Monday – Friday  11:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

 

General Church Email 
redwingmethodist@msn.com 

 

Church Website 
www.redwingmethodist.org 

 

Office Phone 
651-388-3262 

Sunday Worship               9:30 a.m. 
Fellowship                     10:30 a.m. 
Sunday school (Sept - May) 10:40 a.m. 
Adult Forums   (Sept - May) 10:40 a.m. 
 

 

 

Community Meals in May 

Sundays May 12, 19, and 26 

Served at 5:00 p.m. 
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