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The First Word 
June 2019 A Hearing Friendly Church - Try Our Looping  

First United Methodist Church ~ 403 East Ave.  Red Wing, MN 55066 

Our Vision:  We are people who have faith that God is on the Move! 

Farewell to Pastor Amanda Larsen and Her Family 
All are invited to help us say good-bye to Pastor Amanda Larsen and her family—Peter, Katarina and 
Shaun—and their family friend, Kerry Peterson (who has frequently been with us to play violin), on 
Sunday, June 16, after worship.  The Staff-Parish Relations Committee and Welcoming Committee are 
preparing a special gathering.  Refreshments and program.  Pastor Amanda will be taking a family 
leave to care for her young family, and pursue other personal projects.   Please come thank Pastor 
Larsen for her ministry!   
 

New Adult Discussion Group beginning in June 
Open Chair Fellowship, an open adult discussion group, will meet Saturdays in June 
from 9 to 11a.m. We start on June 8th gathering in the fellowship hall.  As a group, 
we will attempt to define/redefine what we believe about some perplexing Chris-
tian questions.  Together, we will strengthen our faith and our relationships with 
each other.  Everyone is welcome. 
 

One possible discussion question might be:  “What causes a Christian to grow dis-
tant from God?”  This group will encourage all participants to ponder possible answers. 
 

Crystal Henderson and Dianne Korfhage will mediate the group during June.  We will discuss the 
group’s future, format and topics during the month.  Feel free to contact either Crystal at  
rwfumcyouth@gmail.com, 651-212-3963 or Dianne at ksfarm.rw@gmail.com  
 

Planning 2019-2020:  A Year of Service & Relationships 
Church Council leaders and others met on May 25 to consider ministry plans for the summer and for the 
2019-2020 academic year.  We share these notes as part of our on-going conversation.   The Council 
meets again in June to agree on commitments.  DISCUSSION ONLY ... 
We invite comment or questions.  Please contact Pastor Clay at 507-251-9283 
Ministries of First United Methodist Church of Red Wing   (draft:  May 25, 2019) 
Keys for 2019-2020 Ministries--Mt. 25:31-40:   “Reaching the least of these” 
1. Reach Families and Generations, 
2. Vitalize Adult Discipleship, 
3. Connect and Serve with Neighbors 

 
1. Reach children, youth, families and generations 

a. Convene and build a Family/Generational Ministry Team, charged with connecting fitting min-
istries  for Red Wing “families” 

b. Pop-up and VBS, and Movies ministry and recruitment 
c. Connecting with young families, plus 2040 study and Mission Insight 
d. Re-design Sunday School?  (Montessori methods and promotion?) 
e. Confirmation (Pastor Clay plus one) 
f. Support youth & family orgs. like Hope Coalition, Youth Dev. Network 
g. Relational connections and contacts—list of new 100+ on email 
h. Staffing Plan?        (Continued on page 2) 
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2. Vitalize Adult Discipleship and Connections  
i.    Worship re-design for spiritual growth, community appeal & outreach 

i. Relational, creativity, arts emphasis 
ii. Appeal to Boomers and others who are retired, as well as younger persons 
iii. Experiment with off-Sunday and/or offsite worship    
iv. Increase use of arts, music guests, and artists, interviewees, etc.  
v. Staffing Plan? 

j.    Forums:  2nd and 3rd Sundays only:  jails, mental health, UMW studies 

k.    Other spiritual-growth groups or classes (like Spiritual Exercises) 

l.    Off-site or satellite adult groups, e.g. pub theology 

m.  Connections (relationship) group(s) in church or outside 

n.    Prayer and Care   (training for wider group in caring ministers) 
 

3. Connect and serve Neighbors through God Is on the Move   
o. Relational connections and contacts—list of new 100+ on email 

p. Connections group(s) (forging relational connections) 
i. God Is on the Move--Service to neighbors and community 
ii. Jail Ministry—extend understanding and service  
iii. Community service camps like Urban Cross, Red Wing 
iv. Habitat for Humanity assistance and other housing helps 
v. Community groups Xmas Project, Hope Coalition, etc.  
vi. Food shelf, community meals, Thanksgiving, Potato glean, etc.  
vii. Global outreach:  Project Mondema (Sierra Leone), missions 
viii. Works of Justice and Full-Inclusion, LGBTQIA+ advocacy   

r. Outreach groups:  Coffee, restaurant and Pub Theology gatherings, 

s. Staffing Plan? 
 
Additional objectives to enhance our ministries…. 

1. Extend Social Media Messaging (contract at $25/hour) 

2. Support Facilities improvements: T-loop, carpeting, elevator, etc. 

3. Widen leadership group (Nominations)—survey and follow-up 

4. Add to Financial giving:  legacy, budget revision,  pledges (Finance, Trustees) 
 

 

 

 

 

June 9 Forum with Isaiah Friesen 

“Isaiah Friesen, environmental justice organizer at the Minnesota 
Annual Conference, will be visiting us June 9.  Isaiah is one of many 
leaders working to grow Minnesota Hopeful EarthKeepers—a net-
work of United Methodists who are building the skills, relationships, 
and theology needed to empower the church for creation care and 
environmental justice ministries in the 21st century.  Please join us 
for the forum on June 9 at 10:40 to learn about how you can support 
and get involved with this movement!” 
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Just One More Thing … Notes from Pastor Clay Oglesbee 
 

Do Christians Retire?                                                                     
There are some questions I’ve wrestled with in the last year or two, as I have pre-
pared for retirement.  Do clergy retire?  For that matter, ought Christians to retire 
from active ministry?  Maybe a better way to put the question would be:  Ought we 
ever retire from loving God and neighbor?  The answer seems obvious:  No, faithful-
ness does not “stop” being faithful at some arbitrary age; Christians don’t stop loving 

God and neighbor because they have hit the starting year and month for their Social Security benefits or 
their pension.   

That said, however, many of us tend to dramatically disengage from responsibility and active ministry.  
We find ways to diminish our discipleship a lot by making our “retirements” across the full span of 
life’s commitments.  Works of mercy, justice, prayer and worship begin to come in as “also-rans”     
compared to our preferred forms of play and rest in retirement.    

This year, as you know, I am taking formal retirement as a 
Unite Methodist pastor after 37 years of pastoral service 
and Superintendency.   “Retirement” won’t really last long.  
I will be serving the church and parish area of First UMC 
of Red Wing, just as I did before formal retirement until 
the end of December. Alongside that, I am beginning to 
offer spiritual direction.  I am also looking into how I can 
serve effectively in the area of policies to protect the earth 
and all creatures from the worst risks of climate change 
on our only planet.  So the idea of retirement has less 
meaning for me than I thought it would when I was a 
younger person.  Retirement itself is a cipher; what we 
give of ourselves after retiring is the true question and 
challenge.   

Chuck Swindoll once said, ‘”One of my great goals in life is to live long enough to where I am in the pul-
pit, preaching my heart out, and I die on the spot, my chin hits the pulpit – boom! – and I’m down and 
out.  What a way to die!”   By chance, I was only a few feet away and witnessed this very thing when 
Minnesota’s retired, former Bishop Wayne Clymer stood to preach at a funeral at Brooklyn United 
Methodist Church a few years ago.  He collapsed in the pulpit and never recovered.   What a remarka-
ble finish to his race.  

The point is the not where we die per se, but more whether we, as Christians, go on living the vital      
patterns of  authentic Wesleyan  faith:  doing no harm, doing good in many ways, and using the means 
of grace (worship, study, prayer, holy conversation, etc.).  Or do we stop all that when we reach a        
dignified old age?  

How about you?  Are you still loving God and neighbor?  Still praying?  Still participating in worship?  
Still increasing in your generosity?  Still serving others?  Or have you retired your own faithfulness 
from active duty?    
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Pastor Amanda's Enthusiastic Endorsement:   

Gratitude and Giving Thanks 

I thank the guy who loads Coke Zero from the truck to the shelves at Quick Trip 
and the grocery store.  In my "totally earnest and Amanda way" I thank them for 
making my day better.  Usually it surprises them and I suspect they think I'm a lit-
tle weird.  (That's ok. I'm actually a lot weird.)  A few months ago the guy turned 

and looked at me.  "What's your name?" he asked.  "Amanda" I said hesitantly. "Well Amanda, I'm Mike 
and you just made my day better."  
 

It was so cool. 
 

I try to offer little thank you’s a few times each week to people who have no idea that the small things 
they do make a difference.  Sometimes people are confused, but I've never received a negative reaction. 
 

Here's an example:  
I am grateful for you giving me a chance to bring my weird to our children and youth through unique 
children's plays. 
 

It is impossible for me to thank you all for this gift of serving as your pastor these last two years.  I loved 
the opportunity to be part of a team-- but not just one team, many teams!  The staff team, the prayer and 
care team, the Sunday School team, the leadership team, the decluttering team. . . so many teams of peo-
ple working together to make Red Wing experience a glimpse of the Kingdom of God. 
 

I won't try to name each person, but please know I have special gratitude for each of you for something 
specific. 
 

Thank you for welcoming my family into your church family these past few years.  I will be doing some 
pulpit supply at churches and some HCI consulting for the Annual Conference.  Mostly I'll be a stay at 
home mom.  The big reward if my kids can get along in June and July is a road trip to Florida in August!   
I am grateful for you releasing me to this opportunity. 
 

In grace, 
Pastor Amanda 

 

 
Final Potluck Worship of the Season 
Please join us Wednesday, June 5 for our final Potluck Worship of the season.   
The potluck begins at 6:00 and worship follows.  In worship we'll be checking in  
on how daily small changes have made a difference for us while singing and     
growing together. 

 

 
Family Movie Night- Methodist Church, June 14 
Come join us for a fun evening on June 14 at 6pm.  First United Methodist 
Church showing of Toy Story 3.  We will have outside games and indoor activi-
ties as we wait to watch Woody and all his gang.  We will start the movie at 7pm 
in the sanctuary.   In July there will be two movies.  July 12 we will show Lion 
King and July 26 Inside Out.   We currently do not plan on showing a movie in 
August.  Please join us. 

 
This Photo by Unknown Author 

http://ciudadanocamachuelotrompetero.blogspot.com/2011_01_01_archive.html
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Summer Intergenerational Ministry begins June 9! 

 Roller Skating at Belle Creek 
Sunday, June 9 1-4pm $10 per skater, non-skaters are free! 
 Join your church friends for a trip out to the roller rink!  We’ll have the rink to ourselves for the first 
hour and at 2pm it opens to the public.  Not a skater?  We will have games for those taking a break 
from the rink and the many spectators we hope to have.  
  

Urban Cross Mission Week 
Sunday, June 9-16 
 Members and friends of our church will serve on the East Side of St Paul for a week of urban mission 
immersion.  It was three years ago that our church began living into “God is on the move” after serving 
at Urban Cross.  We return to St  Paul grateful for the opportunity to bless the neighbors who inspired 
us to look at our own neighbors in Red Wing. Please hold us in prayer as we serve! 
  

June Movie:   Toy Story 3 
Friday, June 14 
 Join us for a new format for the summer movies:  games in the park and a movie in the mosquito free 
sanctuary.  Games start at 6:00 and we will begin the movie at 7:00.  See Woody, Buzz and all your 
friends here before Toy Story 4 launches in the theaters! 
  

June Pop-Up Play Times 
Friday, June 21 9:30 - 11:30 a.m. at Pine Valley Park, 924 Pioneer Rd. 
Wednesday, July 3 9:30 - 11:30 a.m. at Bluff View Park (near Colvill school, 514 Centennial St.) 
 This is one of our signature outreach events to children, youth and families.  Volunteers “pop up” in a 
park for 2 hours of supervised play, snacks, a lesson and relationship-building.  This summer at pop-up 
play we will be including an art project to take home - Frisbees!  Sign up in the Hamline Foyer to       
volunteer at this important ministry. 

  

Coming in July:  more pop-ups!  A service week in Red Wing!  Vacation Bible School for all ages 
capped off with a movie! 
 
Vacation Bible School will be July 22-25 in the evenings.  We are excited to be working with 
our Eli intern, Lexi Rikli, to create an interactive and inventive learning environment for people of all 
ages.  As we did last summer we will have groups of people of mixed ages, from 2-92!  We are adding 
an “adults only” group for those who wish to journey with only other adults.  We will begin with out-
door activities at 5:00, serve dinner at 5:30 and start the program with worship at 6:00.  Please plan to 
attend for at least one evening! 
 The theme for VBS is “I am a beloved child of God” and emphasizes God’s great love for all of crea-
tion and how we are encouraged to love the unique person  God created us to be and to honor the 
unique people God created others to be. 

 

 
 



6 

 6 

Red Wing First UMC is a Church Where ALL Are Welcome! 

 Since the General Conference decision in February 2019 to re-emphasize excluding people who are 
LGBTQ+ from the ministries of the United Methodist Church, your local church has wondered, “How 
does this affect us?”  As a church that voted by a 97% margin over a year ago to adopt a statement of 
inclusion and as a church that actively welcomes, affirms and needs all people with their diverse and 
unique gifts, how do we remain in the larger UMC?  

We know we cannot make this decision quickly, nor can we make it alone.  At our church conference 
on May 8 we took several steps to emphasize our own stance of inclusivity.  

 We voted to join the Reconciling Movement, a group of over 1,000 churches and small 
groups advocating for full inclusion in the UMC. 

 We voted to join the Minnesota Methodists, a growing group of over 30 churches in Minne-
sota who are dreaming of a fully inclusive UMC connection in Minnesota. 

 We voted to use grant money to make a temporary sign for the exterior of the building pro-
claiming our welcome to all as well as signs for the doors to our building with a shortened 
version of our statement of welcome. 

 Your Annual Conference representatives (Pastors Clay and Amanda, Don Featherstone and 
Andrea Ramberg) and those from our church also attending Annual Conference (Crystal 
Henderson, Jane Stone, Ashton Wieck and Kathleen Zielinski) will attend a preconference 
gathering to prepare for conversations at Annual Conference about the kind of Methodism 
we hope to see in Minnesota 

At Annual Conference nearly half of the scheduled time is dedicated to dreaming of what Methodism will look like in Min-
nesota for future generations.  A major piece of legislation is drafted to describe one potential vision to live into.  (Action 
Item 100—you can find it at www.minnesotaumc.org under conference materials.  A copy will also be posted in the 
church Narthex.) 
 

May 8, 2019 - Church Council Meeting Summary 
Present:  Clay Oglesbee, Amanda Larsen, Judy Plein, Jane Stone, Bob Stone, Paul Karlen, Jane Baker, 
Crystal Henderson, Katie Bystrom, Melinda Brueschke, Don Featherstone, and Kathy VanCampen. 
 

Meeting was called to order @ 7:52 pm as it followed the Special Conference Meeting. 
 

WITNESS AND SERVICE 
Amanda advised that we have the money for the banner from a grant.  Judy went over the require-
ments of the Historical Committee on hanging banners.  
 

Crystal and Missy were at the Adult Detention Center today.  They had between 12-14 men who 
made Mother’s Day cards.   
 

FINANCE 
The Finance reports were passed out with the agenda.   The line item that will change is McCurdy 
Fund to Mission Fund.  This is based on tonight’s vote at the Special Conference Meeting.  Clay ad-
vised the budget will need to be revised due to clergy change.   
 

SPRC 
Katie announced that Lexi Rikli will be the Eli intern for the summer.  SPRC made the motion to com-
mit $1,000 as our church portion with the balance being paid by the Conference.  Motion was passed.  
 

TRUSTEES 
Bob announced the alarm system project has started.   They were here and taking all measure-
ments.  The bids for the flooring are still coming in.  The Trustees have not yet approved the floor or 
the T-Loop. 
 

Next meeting is June13th at 6:30 pm. 

http://www.minnesotaumc.org
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June 2019  Worship:  Pentecost Season in Red Wing        
Summer Schedule:   We offer one blended worship service beginning at 9:30 A.M. (elements of tra-
ditional, contemporary and multicultural music and liturgy are included).  Our June Work of Mercy is 
for the Love Offering to Annual Conference.   
 
The texts marked in bold are key for each Sunday. 

 

  

2019 
June 

Worship Word 
Sermon and Scripture 
Readings 

Preach, 
Music 
Kids 

Forum and Adult 
Classes 

6/2 
Ascension 

Sermon:  Five Smooth stones 
Selected verses from James  5 

Pastor Clay Oglesbee 
Music: Mikkel Gardner and 
Erin Marks 
Children:  Jane Stone 
Faith Story:  Lexi Rikli 
 

No Forum— 

6/9 
Pentecost 

Sermon:  All were amazed and 
perplexed  
Acts 2:1-15 

Pastor Amanda Larsen 
Music: Kim Cory 
Kids: Crystal 
Children:  Crystal Henderson 

 Isaiah Friesen, 
Environmental 
Justice 
612-230-6128 

6/16 
Farewell for 
Pastor     
Amanda 
  
Father’s Day 

Sermon:  The Way of Light 
Psalm 8, John 1:1-10 

Pastor Amanda Larsen 
Music: Mikkel Gardner and 
Erin Marcks 
Children:  Katie Bystrom 

Farewell for  
Pastor Amanda 
and her Family 

6/23 
#2 Pentecost 

Sermon:  When the Boat  
Begins to Sink  
1 Samuel 17: 1a, 4-11,19-23,  
32-49 
Mark 4:35-41 

Rev. Kathleen Zielinski 
Music—Kim Cory 
Children: Lexi  Rikli 
Worship leaders:  Crystal 
Henderson & Jane Stone 
 

No Forum 
  

6/30 
#3 Pentecost 

Sermon:  Practicing the Pres-
ence of God 
Psalm 16, 
Genesis 28:10-17 , 
1 Thessalonians 5:15-24 

Pastor Clay Oglesbee 
Music—Mikkel Gardner and 
Erin Marcks 
Children:  Jane Stone 
  
  

No Forum 
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Care Ministries Report  - From Jane Stone, Care Coordinator 
 

June first marks the start of my third year as Care Coordinator at First United Methodist Church.  During the first 
six months, I served as unpaid staff.  For the past year and a half, I have been employed at quarter-time (10 
hours/week).  These first two years have gone by quickly!  Have you wondered what I’ve been doing?  I thought 
this might be a good time to give you an overview of my work. 

Visits, Calls, Check-Ins:  During the 2018-2019 year to date I have visited, called, or checked in by email or in 
person with members 600 times.  That number is about the same as it was during my first year as Care Coordina-
tor, totaling 1200 visits, calls, and check-ins during this two-year period.  I have visited members in their homes, 
in assisted living residences, in care centers (Red Wing, Lake City, Rochester, & Hastings), and in hospitals (Red 
Wing, Rochester, & Golden Valley).  In some instances, I have delivered meals to families following deaths or sur-
geries. 

Funerals:  To date this year, I have coordinated funerals/memorial services for two members.  During my first 
year, I coordinated three funerals, bringing the two-year total to five.  Funeral coordination is done for funerals 
or memorial services that do not make use of a funeral home.  I work with the surviving family to be sure every-
thing is ready that day.  I find volunteers to usher & handle the sound system.  I clear the foyer to make room for 
displays, provide memorial envelopes and baskets for cards, help arrange flowers, rope off pews for the family, 
and help with anything else that the family requires.  After the funeral, I put the sanctuary and foyer back in or-
der.  I generally spend five to six hours at church the day of the funeral. 

I have also read scripture at two funerals, and recently I officiated at a committal service for the ashes of a mem-
ber who had died some time ago. 

Cards, Notes, & Emails:  During the past two years, I have sent 1500 cards, notes, & emails—about 750 per year.  
I email when I can to save on postage costs.  This number includes cards sent to those on our care ministries list 
and some of our other elderly members for holidays.  Cards are sent for Valentine’s Day, Easter, Thanksgiving, 
and Christmas.  Easter and Christmas cards are signed by those present at fellowship time; Valentine’s Day and 
Thanksgiving cards are created by me and sent signed by Care Ministries. 

I am extremely grateful to those who have donated cards.  I am always in need of cards for birthdays 
(especially for men—many are too flowery), get well, sympathy, and thinking-of-you.  Cards that include 
scripture are especially appreciated.   

I also send a weekly devotion and activity page to one of our members who cannot attend worship on a 
regular basis.  If you are unable to attend worship and would like to receive this, please let me know and I 
will add you to the mailing list.  

Other:  In addition to the things listed above, I have delivered extended communion, shared joys & concerns and 
the prayer of the day in worship, staffed the office for Cindy, and shared children’s time and a sermon or short 
message now and then.  Transportation to worship and other church events has been provided, with volunteers 
recruited as needed.   

Part of my duties as Care Coordinator include being part of the Prayer & Care Team, which meets twice a month, 
and chairing the Welcoming Committee.  Welcoming Committee members have helped host a number of events:  
our senior recognition in October, 2017; last August’s cookout & bingo (Jane Baker’s idea); the Christmas pro-
gram & party for seniors; and the Valentine tea.  We have hosted breakfasts for new members, Confirmation stu-
dents & their families, and graduates & their families.  If food is involved—whether it’s serving the Kiwanis 4-H 
Banquet or serving cake for a special event, these gals are usually there to help!  Both last fall and this spring this 
group provided care packages for our nine college students, too. 

Continuing Education:  As you may know, in April, 2018, I was commissioned as a Congregational Care 
Minister, following training at the United Methodist Church of the Resurrection in Leawood, Kansas.  I read a lot 
of books and articles on care ministry and share information with others who do care ministries within the Min-
nesota Annual Conference.  I plan to attend a cancer care workshop in Illinois in the near future and continue to 
look for classes and workshops that not only will be useful but will fit within my schedule—a challenge! 

I enjoy my position as Care Coordinator and hope to continue in this role in the future. 
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Letters, Notes and Appreciation 
 

It’s always fun to receive cards.  It has been a joy to have the Easter card displayed on a shelf in my 
kitchen.  Thank you all. – Ruth Featherstone 

 

Outreach and Missions 
Mission Market 
As I write this article the mission market has been open for two weeks.  With rhubarb the main product 
and Lily of the Valley for #2.  Those will continue until more diverse produce is available. 
 
The cool wet weather has delayed many things including planting (I’m way behind), but the things we 
did get planted are up and trying to grow.  Out of the groups are onions, radishes, lettuce, spinach, leek, 
arugula, and kohl rabi.  We have cabbage, broccoli, cauliflower, and brussel sprout plants in the ground 
and those that were planted where it doesn’t drain well are still treading water.  Still to be planted are 
peppers, tomatoes, eggplant, and all the squash, pumpkins, and gourds. 
 
The mission market table is in the Hamline Commons each Sunday.  You can pick up what you want and 
leave a donation to be divided between Habitat for Humanity and the Adult Detention Ministries.  See 
you at the table. - Mardell Bartlett 
 

Recycling 
How are you doing with using less throw away items?  The church has recyclable hot cups, but we still 
see them thrown in the garbage.  Many people have brought a mug from home that is stored in a glass 
fronted cabinet in the hall between the bathrooms on the upper level.  There is more room if you decide 
to bring your own. 
 
 As we head into the picnic season or going to the lake are you looking to purchase 

recyclable to reusable items?  
 Do you skip the plastic straw and cover on cups when you eat fast food? 
 Do you bring your used plastic bags to the store to recycle and your reusable bag to 

take home your purchased items? 
 
There are many, more ways to reduce garbage. Give it a try!!! ~ Mardell Bartlett 

 

Save Tabs for Ronald McDonald House 
There is a large plastic jug in Hamline Foyer for the collection of tabs from soda and 
other types of cans.  These tabs are given to the Ronald McDonald House in Rochester 
for its fundraising efforts.  Please save your tabs and add them to our jug.  When the 
jug is full, we will take them to Rochester’s Ronald McDonald House.   
 

Red Wing Food Shelf 
The Red Wing Food shelf always needs donations—either nonperishable food items such as peanut 
butter, cereal, and canned vegetables and fruits, or cash.  Please continue to put your donations in the 
marked containers at each church entrance or in the offering plate (designated for Food Shelf).  Thank 
you for your generosity! 
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Women’s Ministry 

The United Methodist Women invites all women and men to join them for their 
annual Out-to-Lunch gathering, Tuesday, June 11, at Liberty’s Restaurant at 
11:30.  Each person will order and pay for her/his own meal (lunch entrees are 

priced between $8 and $16).  There is a sign-up sheet at the Connection Center. Please sign up by Sunday, 
June 9.  Questions?  Contact Jane Baker, 388-9127. 
 
Ruth and Eve Circles do not meet during the summer.  The next Mission Team meeting will be Wednes-
day, September 4, at 2 pm. For more information about UMW, contact Jane Baker (388-9127; 
janekbaker@yahoo.com). 
 
The Conference UMW hosts two summer educational opportunities.   Mission U is a three-day learning 
experience at Kelly Inn in St. Cloud, July 12-14.  Leaders and teachers will present the 2019 studies, Wom-
en United for Change: 150 Years in Mission and Practicing Resurrection: The Gospel of Mark and Radical 
Discipleship. Cost is $375 which includes lodging and meals. The event provides opportunities for learn-
ing, fellowship, and inspiration.  Mission U 2 is a one-day event that summarizes the study on Women 
United for Change; it will be August 3 at Normandale Hylands UMC in Bloomington.  For more infor-
mation about these events or to register, contact Jane Baker.   
 
The editor’s message in the May/June Response magazine ended with the following paragraph. The mes-
sage is important for everyone: 

The (UMC) church did not transfigure after General Conference 2019. The church did not transform 
outwardly for the better. In fact, the physical and spiritual separation that was enforced and felt at 
General Conference 2019 was like nothing I’ve ever experienced before in a place and work labeled 
holy. The woman at the well did not remain silent after she encountered Jesus. Mary did not remain 
silent when Jesus appeared to her on Easter. We cannot remain silent. The church, and the world 
through it, needs us.   

What will we do? 
 

The funeral committee for June is Jan Bruns, Laura Black, Linda Eckstrom, Kirsten Fridell, Barbara 
Grunzke, Jean Holmstadt, Kim Johnson, Michelle Mallon, Cheryl Nagel, Lori Kenney, and Kim Sjostrom. 
 

FALL RUMMAGE SALE—OCTOBER 17-18 

PLEASE MAKE PLANS TO DONATE YOUR GENTLY USED ITEMS. 

If you need space for storage, contact Jane Baker (388-9127) or the church of-
fice.  If you have left a cake pan or other serving dish in the church kitchen, 
please pick it up before the rummage sale.  Otherwise, it may get sold!   

The Prayer and Care Ministry Team will meet Wednesdays, June 12 and 26, at 11 am, 
in the Friendship Room. If you have prayer requests or joys, please contact Jane Baker 
(388-9127; janekbaker@yahoo.com) or put them on a yellow prayer card in the church 
pew and drop it in the offering plate.  

mailto:janekbaker@yahoo.com
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CONFERENCE CONNECTIONS 

All United Methodist churches are connected through shared mission and ministry and united in their 
efforts to grow in love of God and neighbor, reach new people, and heal a broken world. Check out 
these news tidbits from the Minnesota Annual Conference, which serves all 360 United Methodist 
churches in the state. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 Bishop Ough: Stay strong and stay together: At this difficult time in our denomination, Dakotas-

Minnesota Area Bishop Bruce R. Ough said he believes the best way forward for the Minnesota An-
nual Conference is to stay together and stay strong in this in-between time. “In this season in 
which we do not yet know how the global structure of The United Methodist Church will change, I 
ask us as Minnesota United Methodists to continue to hold to our center in Jesus, to stay strong 
and to stay together so that, whatever comes, we can continue the good work we are doing to be a 
church that boldly and compassionately reaches all people with the love of Jesus Christ. In the 
days and months ahead, I implore you to be the leaders and the church God is calling us to be. Re-
main true to yourself while also committing yourself to respectful conversation with those who 
hold different convictions. Clarify your identity and values as a congregation. Reflect on how you 
are called to be in ministry with the LGBTQIA+ community. And most importantly, stay laser fo-
cused on our shared mission to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.” 

 ELI Project welcomes six interns, expands in scope: The ELI Project, a Minnesota Conference 
summer internship program for college students exploring a call to vocational ministry, is now in 
its fifth year and has expanded in scope. This year, in addition to four new interns, two former 
“2.0” interns will return to explore ministry in a different way. Whereas regular ELI interns spend 
two months taking a deep dive within a single host congregation, ELI 2.0 interns will mentor the 
new interns, attend worship at different churches each week, participate in a social justice or com-
munity engagement project of their choosing, and learn from two mentors. One former ELI intern 
is now pastoring a Minnesota church, and several others are pursuing candidacy in the conference. 
Thanks be to God for these young leaders! 

 Live stream Annual Conference: Even if you’re not planning to attend Annual Conference (June 
18-20 in St. Cloud), you can still tune in to all plenary sessions via live streaming—including two 
teaching sessions by Rev. Dr. Mark Teasdale and Bishop Ough’s Episcopal Address. The Celebra-
tion of Life in Ministry worship service that honors recently departed clergy and those being com-
missioned, ordained, and welcomed as licensed local pastors will also be live streamed. Join us re-
motely! Learn more: https://www.minnesotaumc.org/2019AClivestreaming 
 

BRIGHT SPOT IN OUR MIDST 
 Minnesota Earthkeepers double in number: Twenty-two Minnesota United Methodists were recently 

commissioned as Earthkeepers—thus doubling the number of Earthkeepers in the Minnesota Conference 
to 44 total. EarthKeepers are United Methodists who are keenly aware of the ecological challenges in our 
world today and feel called to be part of a movement to transform the world. They work with their congre-
gations and communities in many different ways. Isaiah Friesen, the conference’s environmental justice 
organizer, works with Earthkeepers and welcomes the opportunity to visit with anyone interested in fur-
ther exploring creation care. Contact him at isaiah.friesen@minnesotaumc.org or 612-230-6128. 



12 

 12 

First United Methodist Church 
403 East Ave. 

Red Wing, MN 55066 
 

Phone:  651-388-3262 

    God is on the Move - and So Are We! 

A Hearing Friendly Church - Try Our Looping 

Non-Profit Org. 

--------------------------- 

U. S. POSTAGE 
PAID 

Red Wing, MN 

Permit No. 249 

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

Lead Pastor 
Rev. Clay Oglesbee 

Email:  redwingrev@gmail.com 
Cell:  507-251-9283  

 

Pastor of Children, Youth and Family Ministries 
Pastor Amanda Larsen 

Email:  pastoramandalarsen@gmail.com  
Cell:  507-884-9835 

 

Administrative Assistant 
Cindy Johnston 

Email:  methodistadmin@msn.com 
 

Music Director 
Kim Cory 

Email:  snkcory@gmail.com 
 
 
 

Care Coordinator 
Jane Stone 

janestone1125@msn.com  
 

Outreach Coordinator 
Crystal Henderson 

rwfumcyouth@gmail.com  
Cell:  651-212-3963 

 

Church Office Hours 
Monday – Friday  11:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

 

General Church Email 
redwingmethodist@msn.com 

 

Church Website 
www.redwingmethodist.org 

 

Office Phone 
651-388-3262 

Sunday Worship               9:30 a.m. 
Fellowship                     10:30 a.m. 
Sunday school (Sept - May) 10:40 a.m. 
Adult Forums   (Sept - May) 10:40 a.m. 
 

 
 

Community Meals in June 

Sundays June 9 and 23 

Served at 5:00 p.m. 
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