The First Word
July 2019 A Hearing Friendly Church - Try Our Looping
First United Methodist Church ~ 403 East Ave. Red Wing, MN 55066
Our Vision: We are people who have faith that God is on the Move!

Staffing Changes for Our Ministries—Taking Effect in July
Four staffing changes will be made for at least the next six months to augment our outreach, care, education and family and worship ministries, as Pastor Amanda Larsen leaves. These will take effect on
July 1. The Staff Parish Relations Committee, the Finance Committee and the Church Council have all
approved the changes noted below. The total six-month increase in staffing costs will be around
$5,000. We will be asking congregants and supporters to give added funds to support the changes.
Connections Coordinator--Katie Matson-Daley is new to us, and she is a seminary-trained, licensable United Methodist clergy candidate. She will be employed half-time beginning early this month.
Katie has extensive experience with UM churches in community outreach, relational connections and
family or generational ministries. Her focus is to be on relational and social media outreach, as well as
oversight/planning guidance for CYF and generational ministries (Crystal Henderson and volunteers
will implement the plans).
Outreach Coordinator--Crystal Henderson, our current Outreach Coordinator, will have her hours
doubled for the next six months to a half-time position. This change will be evaluated at the end of
the six months (7/1/19 to 12/31/19) for potential continuance in 2020. Crystal would emphasize
neighborly service outreach, new relationships, and support and logistics for VBS, Pop-ups, Sunday
School team, family events, and so forth.
Care Coordinator--Jane Stone, our current Care Coordinator, will receive an increase in income to
cover more or her time commitment than in the past, i.e. 10 hours per week. This will continue from
7/1 through 12/31, to be assessed for continuance or change at year's end.
Worship Arts Coordinator--Erin Marcks, $780 for six months ($15x2hoursx26 weeks), period
from 7/1 through 12/31, to be assessed for continuance or change at year's end. Erin will assist Pr.
Clay and possibly Katie Matson-Daley in creative worship planning and scheduling.

Save the Date: Cookout!
When: Wednesday, August 14, at 6 p.m.
Where: Wesley Hall (downstairs)
Menu: Grilled burgers & hot dogs, salads, homemade pie
Activities: Food, fellowship, humor, bingo with prizes
A special gift will be given to guests aged 80+.
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July 2019 Worship--Summer Schedule
Our July Work of Mercy is given through offerings and Mission Market Local Produce purchases. Our contributions or purchases will go to fund the local Habitat for Humanity
project and for our ministry supply needs as we teach art to prisoners in the Goodhue
County Adult Detention Center.

Preacher,
July 2019

Worship Word

Music,

Forum and
Adult Classes

Children
7/7
#4 Pentecost
Communion

7/14
#5 Pentecost

7/21
#6 Pentecost

7/28
#7 Pentecost

Joy in the Spirit’s
Work
Isaiah 66:10-14
Psalm 66:1-9 (4)
Galatians 6:[1-6] 7-16
Luke 10:1-11, 16-20

Preach: Alexa Rikli

Innocent Suffering
Deuteronomy 30:9-14
Psalm 25:1-10 (4)
Colossians 1:1-14
Luke 10:25-37

Preach: Guest

Practicing the
Presence of God
Genesis 18:1-10a
Psalm 15 (1)
Colossians 1:15-28
Luke 10:38-42

Preach: Clay Oglesbee

Praying
Genesis 18:20-32
Psalm 138 (8)
Colossians 2:6-15 [1619]
Luke 11:1-13

Preach: Clay Oglesbee

Children: Crystal Henderson

Children: Katie Bystrom

Children: Lexi Rikli

Children: Crystal Henderson
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Reception for
New Staff
Member

Project
Mondema
Update

Fellowship and
Refreshments
No Forum

Fellowship and
Refreshments
No Forum
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Just One More Thing … Notes from Pastor Clay Oglesbee
“The Little Way” of the Servant
Often, we identify with, and expect ourselves to equal, the public acclaim of
bigger-than-life figures in politics, sports, entertainment—or even our own
offices or classrooms. There is always someone who all appear to admire,
who seems like a giant among us.
However, a spiritual practice of life is something different than that. We are not called to
spend our time imitating the great, but if you will, imitating the servant. “Whoever would be
greatest among you must be your servant.” (Matthew 20:26)
Anne Morrow Lindbergh wrote in Gift from the Sea:
With new awareness, both painful and humorous, I begin to understand why the
saints are rarely married women. I am convinced it…has to do primarily with distractions. The bearing, rearing, feeding and educating of children; the running of a
house with its thousand details; human relationships with their myriad pulls—
women’s normal occupations in general run counter to creative life, or contemplative life, or saint life.
Dorothy Day, the founder of the Catholic Worker movement, and a single parent, once wrote of
the spiritual discipline of what has been called “the little way” as a mother and worker: “It is
part of a woman’s life to be preoccupied….Because I am a woman involved in practical cares, I
cannot give the first half of the day to contemplation, but must meditate when I can, early in
the morning, and on the fly during the day…even while making support or putting my child to
bed.”
In the movie, Tender Mercies, the farm-mother tells her isolative, strong-and-silent-type husband, “There is work that is harder than any job.” She means that maintaining and giving healing relationships in the family is harder by far than any other labor.
To grow in spiritual practice, we don’t need to become bigger-than-life, or to be noticed as heroic giants of some endeavor. “The little way” is often the vocational or spiritual path to which
most of us are called. It can be harder than greatness or achievement. It involves just doing
the things which couples, families and communities need to have done. It means serving.
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Summer Intergenerational Ministry
July Movie: July 26 Inside Out
Join us for a new format for the summer movies: games in the park and a movie in the mosquito free
sanctuary. Games start at 6:00 and we will begin the movie at 7:00.

July Pop-Up Play Times and Locations


July 3rd at Pine Valley Park, 924 Pioneer Rd. 1-3 p.m.



July 15th at South Park, S Park St 3-5 p.m.



July 16th at Pine Valley Park, 924 Pioneer Rd. 9-11 a.m.



July 29th at South Park, S Park St 9-11 a.m.



July 30th at Maple Park 831 Maple St 1-3 p.m.



July 31st at Pine Valley Park, 924 Pioneer Rd. 3-5 p.m.

This is one of our signature outreach events to children, youth and families. Volunteers "pop up" in a
park for two hours of supervised play, snacks, a lesson and relationship building. This summer at popup play we will be including an art project to take home-Frisbees! Talk with Crystal Henderson about
volunteering for this very important opportunity to reach more children today! Call her at 651-2123963.

Vacation Bible School will be July 22-25 in the evenings from 5 - 7:30 p.m.
Crystal and Lexi are excited to share interactive lessons with you. Please invite your friends to come
too! As we did last summer we will have groups of mixed ages from 2-92! We are adding an "adult only"
group for those whom wish to journey with only other adults. We will begin with outdoor activities at
5:00pm, serve dinner at 5:30 and start programing at 6:00pm. Please plan to attend at least one night,
you are welcome and encouraged to attend all 4 nights.
The theme for VBS is "I am a child of God" and will emphasize how Jesus loves us, how God listens to
our prayers, how God is Love, how we walk in faith and how we all are children of God.

Open Chair Fellowship or Connection and Coffee
If you RSVP with Crystal or Dianne we will meet on Saturday morning. We have been having fun
exploring deep faith-filled conversations where no one is right or wrong, but where we can share our
prospective, which in turn helps us get to know each other better. Some of the questions are: Share a
personal experience with God. How do you see God working in your life or career? How do you see
yourself as a Christian? Who, that is not like you, are you friends with and Why? Feel free to contact either Crystal Henderson- rwfumcyouth@gmail.com, 651-212-3963 or Dianne Korfhage at
ksfarm.rw@gmail.com
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Outreach Ministries

I am Crystal Henderson. My pronouns are she, her, hers and I am laity at Red Wing
First United Methodist Church. My witness on Wednesday, at this year’s Dare to
Reach and Love Boldly annual conference was this, although I didn’t get it all out I
did the best I could and now share it with all of you.
“I dare to reach and love boldly in our ministry at the county detention center. I
dare to reach and love boldly in service projects to our community and surrounding
areas. I dare to reach and love boldly within our church. Bishop, I am a prisoner of
hope. I ask that you all also reach and love boldly to us who serve in Methodist ministries, even when we don’t have equal rights, even when the world church says you
are not compatible with our Christian teaching. The hardest thing I have endured is
losing my entire blood family over my love for my wife. Church, in February I saw
my new family I found in the 1st UMC turning away from me too as the denomination rejected full inclusion. All I want is to have equal rights as all of you do and to be loved by all of my
aunts, uncles, cousins, sisters, brothers and parents through Christ. I always know my Father loves me
and will never leave me. Church, are you willing to reach and love boldly in our community?”
Just back from Annual conference I am so pleased to report that we, the Minnesota Annual Conference, has
adopted a vision naming commitment to LGBTQIA+ inclusion. We also adopted a resolution that rejects the Traditional Plan that the 2019 Special Session of the General Conference approved in February. Read more on Conference webpage at https://www.minnesotaumc.org/newsdetail/members-adopt-vision-naming-commitmentto-lgbtqia-inclusion-12837105
Thank you for your love and support thus far in my ministry work here in Red Wing.

************************************************************************
June Council Minutes Summary
Attending: Judy Plein, Andrea Ramberg, Don Featherstone, Paul Karlen, Bob Stone, Jane Stone, Katie Bystrom,
Mindy Brueschke, Rev. Clay Oglesbee, Jane Baker
The meeting was called to order by chairperson Judy Plein at 6:35 pm. WOW moments were shared.
The Ministry Planning discussion was led by Pastor Clay. The church needs to widen the number of people
that it connects with. Looking at the recap of May 25 discussion (Ministries of First United Methodist Church of
Red Wing [draft: June 14, 2019]), each of the three connection areas (Neighbor, Discipleship, Service) needs a
person to be responsible for it.
Lexi Rikli, our Eli intern for the summer, has a full schedule and will preach July 7.
Witness and Service - A draft of the banner to be hung in time for Pastor Amanda’s farewell on Sunday was
shown.
Finance report - Paul: the financial picture is approximately the same as last year and there is no concern about
over-budget items. Clay is working on the mid-year grant report.
SPRC - Katie Bystrom: Sunday, June 16, is Amanda’s farewell. The welcoming committee will serve cake after
service and a gift of $500 will be given to Amanda and family from the church. Church members will be given
the opportunity to contribute to the gift. There is no update on staffing.
Trustees - Bob Stone: Installation of the mandated fire alarm system is almost complete as is the installation of
the new flooring in Wesley Hall. The Friendship Hall flooring will be put in next Thursday & Friday. The windows in the tower need repair and painting; an $8,000 bid has been received. He hopes to have it done this summer and will look into funding.
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Caring Ministries Report - From Jane Stone, Care Coordinator
As I write this, it is nearly mid-June. Last week we had our first 90-degree day. It appears that summer is here!
Summer is often the season when life slows down—more time for relaxation, time for vacations, time at the lake
or the campground. We give up (sometimes, at least) the hustle and bustle of the rest of the year. We take time
for ourselves.
The Bible stresses the importance of loving others. Does it tell us anything about loving and caring for ourselves?
The Bible actually tells us to love ourselves. Mark 12:30-31 states, “’…you shall love the Lord your God with
all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind, and with all your strength.’ The second is this, ‘You
shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ There is no other commandment greater than these.”
Did you notice those two little words in verse 31? “…as yourself…” Love your neighbor as yourself. That means
we are supposed to love ourselves! God wants us to love ourselves as His beloved children.
God wired us to care for ourselves. Ephesians 5:29 states, “For no one ever hates his own body, but he nourishes and tenderly cares for it, just as Christ does for the church…” God knows that when we are at our best, we
are equipped to serve Him. We can’t serve God very well if we are sick or totally exhausted. If we haven’t had
sufficient sleep and nourishment, we cannot study and pray effectively; nor can we serve others well.
Yes, God wants us to love and care for others. However, if we put the needs of others before our own needs, soon
we are unable to care for others or ourselves. God wants us to be good stewards of our bodies.
Jesus practiced self-care. The Gospels show us two ways that Jesus cared for himself and strengthened his spirit. First, Jesus prioritized time with the Father. Jesus took time to recharge. He knew that in order to be effective, he had human needs that must be met. When we spend time alone, there is space for reflection. We can go
deep in personal prayer and study, which results in our being better Christians.
In his book, Crazy Busy, Kevin DeYoung said, “Jesus did not do it all. Jesus didn’t meet every need. He left people
waiting in line to be healed. He left one town to preach to another. He hid away to pray. He got tired. He never
interacted with the vast majority of people on the planet. He spent thirty years in training and only three years in
ministry. He did not try to do it all. And yet, he did everything God asked him to do.”
Second, Jesus surrounded himself with
friends. He chose close friends who would be
with Him, encourage him, and learn from his
wisdom. He practiced Proverbs 27:17: “Iron
sharpens iron, and one person sharpens the
wits of another.” We are meant to be with one
another!
Jesus did not try to do everything on his own.
He spent time with the Father and time with
friends. We should do the same.
This summer spend some time loving and
caring for yourself. It will enable you to do a
better job of loving and caring for others.
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Letters, Notes and Appreciation
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I want to thank everyone for all the prayers, gifts, and support I’ve received over the past couple of years during
the declining health of my husband Craig and his death on May 31. The service for Craig by Pastor Clay and Pastor Amanda was beautiful and very meaningful. Thank you to the ladies that helped with the luncheon and also
to Jane Stone for helping staff the office and all the things she helps me with. I am blessed to be loved by so many
of you. That is what will help me going forward. - Cindy Johnston

Outreach and Missions
Mission Market (MM)
The market now has a big variety of produce for you to pick up. Lettuces, spinach, radishes, kohl rabi , flowers,
and on some Sundays, eggs. Cucumbers and zucchini are slow as are other hot weather crops like peppers and
eggplant. Berries will soon be available.
If you have produce you would like to share, bring it on Sunday morning to the MM table in the Hamline
Commons. Donations given will go to Habitat for Humanity and the Goodhue County Adult Detention Center
on a 50 - 50 split.

RECYCLING

Last month I asked how you were doing with recycling at home. Since that article we -the church- discovered
that the cups we thought were recyclable are only listed as compostable. Currently we are looking for a replacement that is truly recyclable for what we have now. Better yet, we encourage you to bring a mug from home to
keep at church for when you have coffee, lemonade, or water with refreshments. There is a glass fronted cupboard on the level of the Friendship Room.
The Environmental Pollution Agency (EPA) estimates that American waste is 75% recyclable but we only
recyclable about 30% of it. Please keep looking for ways to use more recyclable products and then place
them in the proper disposal place.

Lydia Project Completed
Our Annual Conference members took 45 handmade purple scarves to St. Cloud to be put
with other handmade scarves from around Minnesota. These scarves will be given to delegates attending the 2020 General Conference, a gathering of United Methodists from around
the world. United Methodists in N. Dakota and S. Dakota are also making scarves to add to
ours. An exact number of scarves from Minnesota at least and maybe the Dakotas as well
may be reported when our delegates return to Red Wing. ~ Mardell Bartlett

Red Wing Food Shelf

The Red Wing Food shelf always needs donations—either nonperishable food items such as peanut butter,
cereal, and canned vegetables and fruits, or cash. Please continue to put your donations in the marked
containers at each church entrance or in the offering plate (designated for Food Shelf). Thank you for your
generosity!

Family Fare/Econo Receipts
Please continue to put your Family Fare/Econo receipts in the box in Hamline Foyer. We are working toward the
goal of $150,000 for which the store will give us $1,000. Receipts from 2017, 2018, and 2019 are accepted.
Currently we have a total of $75,000.

Save Tabs for Ronald McDonald House
There is a large plastic jug in Hamline Foyer for the collection of tabs from soda and other types of cans. These
tabs are given to the Ronald McDonald House in Rochester for its fundraising efforts. Please save your tabs and
add them to our jug. When the jug is full, we will take them to Rochester’s Ronald McDonald House.
7
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Women’s Ministry
Liberty’s Restaurant was the venue for the Eve and Ruth Circle’s Out-to-Lunch
gathering on June 11. Attendees enjoyed food and fellowship together. The circles
will not meet again until September.
The Conference UMW hosts two summer educational opportunities. Mission U is a three-day learning
experience at Kelly Inn in St. Cloud, July 12-14. Leaders and teachers will present the 2019 studies, Mark
and Radical Discipleship, United for Change: United Methodist Women in Mission: 150 Years and Beyond,
and What About Our Money?: A Faith Response. The event provides opportunities for learning, fellowship, and inspiration. Mission U Too is a one-day event that summarizes the studies; it will be August 3
at Normandale Hylands UMC in Bloomington. For more information about these events or to register,
contact Jane Baker.
The next Mission Team meeting will be Wednesday, September 4, at 1 pm. For more information about
UMW, contact Jane Baker (388-9127; janekbaker@yahoo.com).
The funeral committee for July is Sue Karlen, Ann Correll, Donna Dummer, Nancy Featherstone,
Linda Hanisch, Amy Johnson and Judy Johnson.

FALL RUMMAGE SALE—OCTOBER 17-18
PLEASE MAKE PLANS TO DONATE YOUR GENTLY USED ITEMS.
If you need space for storage, contact Jane Baker (388-9127) or the church office. If you
have left a cake pan or other serving dish in the church kitchen, please pick it up before
the rummage sale. Otherwise, it may get sold!

Habitat for Humanity
Our vision is a world where everyone has a decent place to live. We partner
with families who otherwise may be unable to achieve the dream of home
ownership by establishing partnerships among God’s people to build simple,
decent, affordable homes. As a nonprofit, ecumenical Christian ministry that
builds with people in need regardless of race or religion, we welcome volunteers and supporters from all
backgrounds. Consider organizing a group of people to come to our build site or provide a meal!
Goodhue County Habitat for Humanity is gearing up for our next Build Season and we need your help! It
takes 2,500 volunteer hours to build a Habitat for Humanity home. It also takes about 25 meals and
about 300 donuts! If you want to swing a hammer, bring a meal or provide a snack, we would appreciate
it! You can go to our website gchabitat.org, or call Jodi Beach @ 507-403-7868 to let us know if you want
to help on the build or bring a meal.

The Prayer and Care Team will meet Wednesdays, July 10 and 24, at 11 am,
in the Friendship Room. If you have prayer requests or joys, please contact Jane Baker
(388-9127; janekbaker@yahoo.com) or put them on a yellow prayer card in the
church pew and drop it in the offering plate.
8
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CONFERENCE CONNECTIONS
All United Methodist churches are connected through shared mission and ministry and united in their
efforts to grow in love of God and neighbor, reach new people, and heal a broken world. Check out
these news tidbits from the Minnesota Annual Conference, which serves all 360 United Methodist
churches in the state.
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Bishop Ough: Stay strong and stay together: At this challenging time in The United Methodist

Church, Bishop Bruce R. Ough says: “I am committed to being a bishop who opens the church to all peoples,
nations, and races as stated in our baptismal vows. That includes the full inclusion of the LGBTQIA+ community. At the same time, I am committed to keeping the doors of the church open to all faithful followers
of Jesus even as we have differing understandings of how we live out our ethic of love…In this season in
which we do not yet know how the global structure of The United Methodist Church will change, I ask us as
Minnesota United Methodists to continue to hold to our center in Jesus, to stay strong and to stay together
so that, whatever comes, we can continue the good work we are doing to be a church that boldly and compassionately reaches all people with the love of Jesus Christ.”


The Ministry Lab is a great resource available to you: The Ministry Lab—an ecumenical organization
that serves Minnesota United Methodist, United Church of Christ, and Presbyterian churches—just opened
at United Theological Seminary of the Twin Cities in St. Paul. It fosters experimentation, innovation, and
creativity for churches as they seek to remain vibrant and relevant. At The Ministry Lab, you can consult
with staff that brings an understanding of changing ministry contexts and knowledge of outstanding resources, digital and traditional, and access a variety of excellent physical resources. Learn more at https://
rcc-mn.org.



Minnesotans working to shape church’s future: More than 60 Minnesota United Methodists recently
participated in Our Movement Forward, a summit that brought more than 300 attendees to Minneapolis to
collaborate on a vision for the church and center the voices of people of color, and queer and transgender
individuals. And 10 Minnesotans attended UMCNext, a gathering in Kansas to share hopes, learn from others, and discuss how to create a more inclusive church. Attendees of both events plan to continue organizing and working for change.

BRIGHT SPOTS IN OUR MIDST


Minnesota EarthKeepers double in number: After reflecting on God’s call to care for the planet and
learning skills for organizing their communities to work for environmental justice, 22 Minnesota United
Methodists were recently commissioned as EarthKeepers, thus doubling the number of Minnesota EarthKeepers to 44 total. EarthKeepers are keenly aware of ecological challenges and feel called to transform the
world. To explore how you can deepen your efforts to care for the planet, contact Isaiah Friesen at isaiah.friesen@minnesotaumc.org or 612-230-6128.



Minnesota churches help build Sierra Leone school: Through OC Ministries, 50 Minnesota United
Methodist churches contributed to an effort to build The Rev. Richard Ormsby Secondary School in
Baiwalla, Sierra Leone. Located in a remote area with significant poverty, it will provide an opportunity
for 800 children to graduate from high school. Thanks be to God!
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God is on the Move - and So Are We!
A Hearing Friendly Church - Try Our Looping

Lead Pastor
Rev. Clay Oglesbee
Email: redwingrev@gmail.com
Cell: 507-251-9283

Outreach Coordinator
Crystal Henderson
rwfumcyouth@gmail.com
Cell: 651-212-3963

Administrative Assistant
Cindy Johnston
Email: methodistadmin@msn.com

Church Office Hours
Monday – Friday 11:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.

Music Director
Kim Cory
Email: snkcory@gmail.com

General Church Email
redwingmethodist@msn.com
Church Website
www.redwingmethodist.org

Care Coordinator
Jane Stone
janestone1125@msn.com

Sunday Worship
Fellowship
Sunday school (Sept - May)
Adult Forums (Sept - May)

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

Office Phone
651-388-3262

9:30 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
10:40 a.m.
10:40 a.m.

Community Meals in July
Sundays July 14, 21, and 28
Served at 5:00 p.m.
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