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The First Word 
August 2019 A Hearing Friendly Church - Try Our Looping  

First United Methodist Church ~ 403 East Ave.  Red Wing, MN 55066 

Our Vision:  We are people who have faith that God is on the Move! 

“Aim…at the glory of God…”     --John Wesley 

Summer Appeal--with the Pie and Ice Cream Social!   
Cut my pie into four pieces.  I don’t think I could eat eight.  -- Yogi Berra 

Please plan to join us for the Pie and Ice Cream Social on Sunday, August 4 from 11-3 during Red 
Wing’s River City Days!  We always have excellent pies and a pleasant time together with our  
neighbors.  All proceeds go to support our local church ministries.  You are welcome to join our “Pie-
Tin” parade group starting at 1:00.  We march the whole parade route! 
 
In addition, at this time of year, we ask members to send special checks or make special financial gifts 
at this time for our operating ministry budget.  During the month of August our congregation has  
traditionally focused on catching up financially to where we should be in our giving at the 2/3 mark in 
our year of ministry—2019.  Currently, our deficit is about $3,000 (less than last year).    
 
We supported our Eli Intern, Alexa Rikli, added Katie Matson-Daley (to follow Pastor Amanda Larsen) 
and Erin Marcks (a few hours each month to assist with creativity in our worship plans), increased 
Crystal Henderson to half-time for outreach and educational support, and slightly increased Jane 
Stone’s compensation to quarter-time for Caring Ministries.  These needed steps add about $9,000 in 
staffing costs for this six months. Therefore, we are appealing to all our members to make generous, 
extra gifts.  We received a conference grant for $2,000 for our Eli Intern.  Our staff and key leaders 
have raised an additional $3,000 for a total of $5,000 in new money.  This leaves $7,000 to be raised to 
close the gap.     
 
Our giving by year’s-end looks solid, and we project a good capacity to adjust as Pastor Clay Oglesbee 
departs at the end of December, and we make changes in our compensation for a new lead pastor for 
the 2020 budget.   Our thanks to all those who have volunteered or baked pies, for this annual and 
tasty event!   And also, thanks to all who are making mid-year gifts!  Every gift of any size helps! 
 
God’s blessings to all, 
 
--Guy DeLeon, Finance Chairperson      
--Dennis Nelson & Don Dopkins, Pie Event organizers  
--Lead Pastor Clay Oglesbee 
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August 2019 Worship--Summer Schedule:  During the summer months,       

worship meets at 9:30 A.M., followed by fellowship with treats.   Our August Work of Mercy is for the  
Local Church needs and for the Pie and Ice Cream Social.   The texts marked in bold are key for each  
Sunday. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHURCH WIDE COOKOUT THIS MONTH 
Mark your calendars for our Church-wide Cookout on Wednesday, August 14, at 5:30 
pm, at the church.  We’ll have grilled burgers with the fixings, hot dogs, potato salad, 
baked beans, chips and dessert.  After the meal there will be jokes by Lou Chicquette 
and bingo with prizes.  There will be special gifts for those of certain ages.  At 7 pm, a 
bluegrass group will play at the Central Park, so attendees can head to the concert or 
stay for more bingo and fellowship. 

 

Please attend--We are a church family and enjoy opportunities for fellowship together.  For planning 
purposes, please sign up on the sheet in the Connection Center.  For more information contact Jane 
Baker (388-9127) or Jane Stone (651-214-6470). 

2019          
August 

Worship Texts and Themes Preacher 
Music 
Children 
  
  

 
8/4 
#8Pentecost  
Pie and ice 
Cream Social 

 
Don’t Worry; Be Happy 
Ecclesiastes 1:2, 12-14; 2:18-23  
Psalm 49:1-12 (3)  
Colossians 3:1-11  
Luke 12:22-31 
  
  

 
Preach:  Alexa Rikli 
Music:  Kim Cory 
Children:  Katie Bystrom 

 
8/11 

 
The Heart’s Treasure 
Genesis 15:1-6  
Psalm 33:12-22  
Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16  
Luke 12:32-40 

 
Preach:  Jane Stone 
Music: Kim Cory 
Children:  Jane Stone 
  

 
8/18 

 
The Signs of the Times 
Jeremiah 23:23-29  
Psalm 82 (8)  
Hebrews 11:29—12:2  
Luke 12:49-56 

 
Preach: Katie Matson-Daley 
Music:  Mikkel and Erin 
Children:  Jane Stone 
  

 
8/25 

 
Breaking the Rules - To Heal God’s People 
Isaiah 58:9b-14  
Psalm 103:1-8  
Hebrews 12:18-29  
Luke 13:10-17 

 
Preach: Crystal Henderson 
Music:  Kim Cory 
Children:  Katie Bystrom 
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Grace upon Grace… by Pastor Clay Oglesbee 
Dying Well  
 
There have been several deaths in our congregation in recent months.  This always 
affects our church family.  It brings us some grief and some sense of loss.  Cherished 
sisters and brothers have left this temporary “earthly tent” to be “at home with the 
Lord,” as the Apostle Paul writes.   
 

Deaths prompt many thoughts and considerations for the living.  We have the experience of mourning, 
of regretting, of considering our own mortality, and often enough of reflecting on how we might have 
lived more generously and lovingly toward those now gone from us.  We hope for reunion or reconcili-
ation with them in God’s love. 
 
When we do this thinking about “when I die,” there are helpful perspectives or questions to take up.  
Muriel Steff Lipp wrote a helpful checklist around dying well some years ago, and each may find it 
prompts better prayer and preparation for one’s own death, no matter how imminent or how distant 
that may be.  Her queries follow here:  
 
 Am I allowing the Bible to guide me, to form my character in life?  Have I increased my capacities 

for generosity, kindness, love and faith to carry on my journey to the other side? 
 
 Am I praying?  We believe that they speak prayer on the other side, and you would not want to be 

caught not speaking the native language! 
 
 Have I released my hatreds and blaming?  Have I stopped acting like a victim, even if I have been 

victimized? 
 
 Am I doing the hard work of forgiving others because of their need, not because I feel like it, or be-

cause they have earned it? 
 
 Am I claiming all kinds of healing in Christ’s name? 
 
 Have I learned to be grateful constantly? 
 
 Have I made the contribution to life that I alone can uniquely make, whether in service, love, art, or 

some other field of endeavor? 
 
 Have I cleaned up my own messes and straightened out my incomplete projects so that they will 

not become obstacles or burdens to others?  Have I done this purposefully with my possessions, 
my finances and my relationships?  In a word, have I removed all the excess “stuff” I can from my 
life, whether physical or emotional so that others don’t need to do it after my death?  

 
 Have I made my own death folder to hold copies of my will, my Living Will, the locations of im-

portant documents, and my preferences for my funeral?  Have I given copies of all this to key family 
members or friends to minimize confusion at the time of my death?   
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Introducing our Spiritual Outreach Coordinator -  
Katie Matson-Daley 
 

Richard and I have enjoyed our first two Sundays with the congregation.  I am loving my 
time in town working with the staff and volunteers and getting to know Red Wing better. 
  
I get asked similar questions when I say that I have been hired to be the Director of        

Spiritual Outreach at First UMC Red Wing:  “What does that mean?  What is your actual job description?  
What do you do?”   
  
In the big picture, my job is to help develop ways of welcoming new people into the church.  I saw an 
online post from Carey Nieuwhof last week that grabbed my heart and summed-up how I understand 
my call in Red Wing: 
  

“What if you could lead the parents and grandparents in your church to create the kind of  
community their children and grandchildren wanted to attend?  What if you could reach your  
city with the gospel it so desperately needs?  I don’t believe that you and I can make a church 
grow.  Only God can do that.  But you can position your church to grow.  You can knock down  
barriers that keep you from growing. “  

  
In the more zoomed in picture, my job will include working closely with both Pastor Clay and Crystal  
on faith formation for all ages, planning community outreach events, worship planning, mentoring,  
volunteer training and lots more.   
  
So, what’s coming up in Spiritual Outreach?  There are two big things: 
 
 1.  Creating Invitational Links:   

a. We’re inviting Vacation Bible School participants to share music that they’ve learned in church 
the following Sunday (July 28th).  We’ve also planned our craft for the last night of VBS to be pie 
tin musical instruments that will be played during the River City Days Parade. 

b. Our River City Days Parade section will invite parade goers to participate in the Pie Social, and 
we will have a variety of fun child friendly activities at the Pie Social.   

c. The pie social and parade will also have invitations to participate in our Back to School Bash. 
d. The last week in August we will be hosting a Back to School Bash at Central Park.  We’re excited 

to welcome Folk Musicians Roger and Marnie Flyer.  We’ll have hotdogs, games, crafts and other 
family fun activities to connect with members of our community.  We will use this Back to School 
Bash to invite families to worship and Sunday School.  

e. The last Sunday before School starts (September 1) we will invite all students and teachers to 
worship for a special “Blessing of the Backpacks.”   

2.  Training and Discussion: 
Staff and key leaders will be studying cultural trends and barriers to church growth with Carey 
Nieuwhof’s “Church Growth Master Class.”  94% of the churches in North America are not growing.  
We want to explore what it will take to break that trend, and take action to become a growing 
church.  If you would like to be a part of this study and planning group please  let me know. 
Katie.E.Matson@Gmail.com or 952-297-4691 

 

 

 

mailto:Katie.E.Matson@Gmail.com
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Outreach Ministries 
 
Mission Market (MM) 
Have you found your favorite food at the MM table in Hamline Commons yet?  This 
time of year there are all kinds of fresh items available.  Cukes, peppers, and toma-
toes are still slow to ripen.  Eggs from Doug Sjostrom continue and coming soon 
will be sweet corn from Ralph and Dianne Korfhage.  If you have items that you 
would like to contribute, bring them on Sunday to the Hamline Commons.   
 
Donated proceeds go to Habitat for Humanity and the Adult Detention Art Pro-

gram.  As of Sunday, July 21 $349 has been collected for our recipients. - Mardell Bartlett  
 

Box Tops for Education 
McCurdy School in Espanola, NM receives the box tops you collect and place in 
the box on the Connection Center in Hamline Commons.  
 
If you have looked at the box top label you will see each label is worth 10 
cents.  McCurdy has been able to parlay this label collection into $89,693 income used to supplement 
supplies for the classrooms and also sports equipment.  Those box tops do make a difference!  Thank 
you to those of you who cut and contribute your box tops.  Please continue to save and donate.  - 
Mardell Bartlett 
 

RED WING FOOD SHELF 
Put your donations of nonperishable food items for the Red Wing Food Shelf in the marked containers 
at each church entrance or in the offering plate (designated for Food Shelf).  Thank you for your gener-
osity! 
 

FAMILY FARE/ECONO RECEIPTS 
Please continue to put your Family Fare/Econo (any location) receipts in the box in Hamline Foyer. We 
have $100,000 toward the goal of $150,000 for which the store will give us $1000. Receipts from 2017, 
2018, and 2019 are accepted.  If you have receipts from 2017, turn them in before September 30 so 
they can be counted and turned in before the end of 2019.   

 
 

EXTENDED COMMUNION 
The Prayer and Care Ministry Team will offer extended communion in Septem-
ber.  If you would like communion delivered to you in your home, or if you know 
someone who would, or if you would like to deliver communion, please contact 
the pastors or church office. 
 

 
Help us lower our church’s carbon footprint by bringing your own         
coffee cup/mug for Sunday morning refreshments.  Put your name on 
your cup and store it on a shelf in the hallway. 
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Caring Ministries Report  - From Jane Stone, Care Coordinator 
 

Within a two-week period recently, we lost three of our elderly members, all over the age of 90.  Loren 
Black, our oldest member at 97, died on June 25.  Two weeks later Len Martin, our second-oldest mem-
ber, died at 96.  During the same time period member Marilyn Sievers, 95, of the Chicago area, died.   
 
So…who is now our oldest member?  We have SEVEN members who are 95 years old!  These mem-
bers, from the oldest 95-year-old to the youngest 95-year-old, are: 
 

Phyl Hendrickson 

Lorraine Nelson 

Ferman Featherstone 

Verneil Gale 

Ruth Featherstone 

Lou Chicquette 

Milly Ketcham 

All I can say is WOW!  What inspirations these members are!  They top our list of elderly members.  We 
have 58 members who are aged 80-plus, down from 65 just four months ago.  Members who are aged 
80-plus now make up 21.5% of our congregation.   
 
Together, our seven 95-year-old members have 665 years of wisdom and experience!  How incredible  
is that?!  I reached out to these members to ask for their words of wisdom for the rest of us.  Not all    
offered responses, but here is what those who responded said: 
 
“Live every day you can!  Enjoy everything  

you can!”  --Phyl Hendrickson 

 “Be your best!  Look forward, not  

backward!”  --Verneil Gale 

“Always be truthful in your actions and  

words!”  --Ruth Featherstone 

 “Every day is good, and some are 

better!”  --Lou Chicquette       

  

When I was growing up in this church, Grandma Lewis visited our Sunday School gatherings every so 
often.  Grandma Lewis was an elderly woman who was grandma to all of us.  She sat in a rocking chair 
and shared Bible stories with us.  We gathered around her feet, which always reminded me of the       
picture of Jesus with the children gathered around him.  Every child needs a Grandma Lewis! 
 
May all of us who are older (notice that I didn’t say “elderly”) share our wisdom—and share Bible      
stories, too—with those who are younger, especially with our children and youth.     
 

************************************************************************ 
GRIEFSHARE 
GriefShare is a nondenominational seminar/grief support group that is facilitated by leaders who have 
lost loved ones of their own.  Our next session will begin on Monday, September 9, 2019 at First Cove-
nant Church in Red Wing.  We will meet from 7:00-8:30 P.M.  For more information call Susan at 651-
388-4109, Suzy at 507-398-3729 or www.griefshare.org 

 

http://www.griefshare.org
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Letter of Thanks from Pastor Amanda Larsen 
Dear friends and “forever family” at RW1st UMC, 
 

Thank you for the sendoff party on June 16.  It was really special to be remembered as a nerd!  I’m  
especially grateful for Katie’s children’s message that wove in themes from my sermons and the  
children’s plays.  Things like that assure me that I made a difference.  
 
The gift for summer family fun came at just the right time as we are 
transitioning in our jobs.  We attended our annual “nerd convention” 
Convergence over the weekend of the 4th.  I’ve included a picture of 
me and Shaun. 
 
There is a lovely poem I’ve shared with high school graduates for 
many years.  I offer it to you as a  reminder of all God has yet to work 
through our time together. 
 

In grace, 
Pastor Amanda 
 

Prophets of a Future Not Our Own 
 It helps, now and then, to step back and take a long view.  
 

The kingdom is not only beyond our efforts, it is even beyond our vision. 
 

We accomplish in our lifetime only a tiny fraction of the magnificent enterprise that is God's work.  

 

Nothing we do is complete, which is a way of saying that the Kingdom always lies beyond us. 
 

No statement says all that could be said. 
 

No prayer fully expresses our faith. 
 

No confession brings perfection. 
 

No pastoral visit brings wholeness. 
 

No program accomplishes the Church's mission. 
 

No set of goals and objectives includes everything. 
 

This is what we are about. 
 

We plant the seeds that one day will grow. 
 

We water seeds already planted, knowing that they hold future promise. 
 

We lay foundations that will need further development. 
 

We provide yeast that produces far beyond our capabilities. 
 

We cannot do everything, and there is a sense of liberation in realizing that. 
 

This enables us to do something, and to do it very well. 
 

It may be incomplete, but it is a beginning, a step along the way, an opportunity for the Lord's 
grace to enter and do the rest. 
 

We may never see the end results, but that is the difference between the master builder and the 
worker. 
 

We are workers, not master builders; ministers, not messiahs. 
 

We are prophets of a future not our own.  
 

This prayer was first presented by Cardinal Dearden in 1979 and quoted by Pope Francis in 2015. 
This reflection is an excerpt from a homily written for Cardinal Dearden by then-Fr. Ken Untener on 
the occasion of the Mass for Deceased Priests, October 25, 1979.  Pope Francis quoted Cardinal 
Dearden in his remarks to the Roman Curia on December 21, 2015.  Fr. Untener was named bishop of 
Saginaw, Michigan, in 1980. 

I’m wearing my Betty Brant from 
the new Spider-Man cosplay! 
(With the has mask I made) 
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Women’s Ministry 

Although there are no official meetings during the summer, UMW continues to be 
active.  Two of our members attended Mission U in St. Cloud and others will attend 
UMW’s one-day Mini-Mission on August 3.  The UMW Mission Team will meet 

Wednesday, September 4, at 1 pm to plan our fall activities.  
 
We have been receiving donations for our fall rummage sale scheduled for October 17-18.  If you have 
any items to donate, contact the church office or Jane Baker (388-9127 or janekbaker@yahoo.com).  
 
Christie Brown and Jane Baker attended Mission U in St. Cloud, July 12-14.  Held annually in July, the  
UMW’s "Mission U” expands United Methodists' understanding of mission in today’s world.  The  
discussions on world cultures and situations are fascinating, informative, and thought-provoking.   
Hopefully we can share some of what we learned with the congregation during the year. 

 
The funeral committee for August is Mardell Bartlett, Christie Brown, Barb Featherstone, Julie Kinney, 
Marilyn Ryan, and Kathy VanCampen.  

 

FALL RUMMAGE SALE—OCTOBER 17-18 

PLEASE PLAN TO DONATE YOUR GENTLY USED ITEMS. 

If you need space for storage, contact Jane Baker or the church office. If you have left a cake pan or other 
serving dish in the church kitchen, please pick it up before the rummage sale.  Otherwise, it may get sold!   

 

 

 

 

 

 
Letters, Notes and Appreciation 
 

Thank you to my church family.  Thank you for the love and support of everyone for all the prayers, cards, 
and gifts I have received after the death of my husband Don.  Thank you to the choir for singing for his 
service. – Algene Larson 
 
A HUGE thank you to the members of the congregation who have called and sent cards, good thoughts 
our way and prayers, and for the visits from Jane Stone, Pastor Clay, and Lexi Rikli while I was recuperat-
ing in Lake City.  Also, thanks for the visits to Sam while I was gone.  We so appreciate all you have done 
for us. – Muriel Copp and Sam Pearson 

 

 

 

 

The Prayer and Care Ministry Team will meet Wednesdays, August 14 and 28, at 
11 am, in the Friendship Room.  If you have prayer requests or joys, please contact 
Jane Baker (388-9127; janekbaker@yahoo.com) or put them on a yellow prayer card 
in the church pew and drop it in the offering plate.  

mailto:janekbaker@yahoo.com
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Church Council Summary of Minutes from July 13, 2019  

Attending:  Clay Oglesbee, Katie Matson-Daley, Mindy Brueschke, Jane Stone, Bob Stone, Crys-
tal Henderson, Andrea Ramberg, Judy Plein, Katie Bystrom, and Kathy VanCampen. 

 
PRESENCE AND WORSHIP 
Katie Matson-Daley passed out a bell curve diagram on the life of a church as well as an infor-
mation sheet on the Church Growth Master Class and what would be covered in the 7 ses-
sions.  She explained how many churches are going through these same cycles and why we 
need to reach more people.   
  
Katie Matson-Daley and Crystal discussed the Family and Children Ministries. This is an  
area that needs to be expanded.    
 

WITNESS AND SERVICE 
Crystal discussed the art program at the Goodhue County Adult 
Detention Center.   
 
FINANCE 
Clay discussed the revised budget plans.    
 
 
TRUSTEES 
Bob Stone advised there was no trustee meeting June.  The fire alarm is done except for the at-
tic of the sanctuary.  Having ladders to reach the platform are being worked on.  Floors are 
done.    
 

 
 
Staff-Parish Relations Committee Report 
Katie Bystrom advised they have been busy with all the  
changes recently made.  They were happy to welcome Katie 
Matson-Daley and her husband Richard last Sunday. (July 7)
There is no information on a successor for Pastor Clay. 
 
Next meeting is scheduled for August 8, 2019 at 6:30. 

Artwork done in the Art Program 
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First United Methodist Church 
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A Hearing Friendly Church - Try Our Looping 
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Lead Pastor 
Rev. Clay Oglesbee 

Email:  redwingrev@gmail.com 
Cell:  507-251-9283  

 
Administrative Assistant 

Cindy Johnston 
Email:  methodistadmin@msn.com 

 
Music Director 

Kim Cory 
Email:  snkcory@gmail.com 

 
Care Coordinator 

Jane Stone 
Email:  janestone1125@msn.com  

 

Office Phone 
651-388-3262 

 

Spiritual Connections Coordinator 
Katie Matson-Daley 

Email:  Katie.E.Matson@Gmail.com  
Cell:  952-297-4691 

 
Outreach Coordinator 

Crystal Henderson 
Email:  rwfumcyouth@gmail.com  

Cell:  651-212-3963 
 

Church Office Hours 
Monday – Thursday (summer)  11:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

 
General Church Email 

redwingmethodist@msn.com 
 

Church Website 
www.redwingmethodist.org 

 

Sunday Worship               9:30 a.m. 
Fellowship                     10:30 a.m. 
Sunday school (Sept - May) 10:40 a.m. 
Adult Forums   (Sept - May) 10:40 a.m. 
 

 
 

Community Meals in August 

Sundays August 11 and 18 

Served at 5:00 p.m. 

mailto:redwingrev@gmail.com
mailto:methodistadmin@msn.com
mailto:snkcory@gmail.com
mailto:janestone1125@msn.com
mailto:Katie.E.Matson@Gmail.com
mailto:rwfumcyouth@gmail.com
mailto:redwingmethodist@msn.com

