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The First Word 
September 2019 A Hearing Friendly Church - Try Our Looping  

First United Methodist Church ~ 403 East Ave.  Red Wing, MN 55066 

Our Vision:  We are people who have faith that God is on the Move! 

Starting the New Church Year, September 8 
When our academic year worship and Sunday School schedule starts on Sunday, September 8, you should notice 
the following changes that we have been preparing for during the summer. 
  Worship Ministry - Soundings - Our new season of worship for the fall will be called 
“Soundings—Spirit Explorations.”  It will start on September 8 at 9:30, followed by Fellowship at 10:30, and 
classes for all ages at 10:40 a.m.   We will be introducing more musical-guests  and guest-participants in wor-
ship.  The congregation will be invited into more active reflection and engagement.   

 

Discipling/Education Ministry - Children will meet in the downstairs Fellowship Room with 
teachers Michelle Mallon, Katie Bystrom, Mandy Mroz, Lexi Rikli, and Coordinator Crystal Henderson.  Teens 
and youth will meet with Pastor Clay.  The Adult Forum will continue to meet in the upstairs Fellowship Room 
with the leadership of Katie Matson-Daley and the Adult Forum Team:  Bob and Marge Lewis, Terry and Kath-
leen Zielinski, Melissa and Andrea Ramberg, and Erin Marcks.   
   

 Staffing - The staff, Staff-Parish Relations Committee, and our Church Council worked much of the 
summer on shaping the following adjustments in our staffing for ministry and mission priorities.  Jane Stone 
continues her role offering caring ministries to our congregation, and coordinating our visitation and hospitali-
ty or welcome in the church.  Crystal Henderson will work half-time, supporting Sunday School and Children’s 
and Family Ministries, as well as working with Outreach service and relational ministries to community fami-
lies.   

New:  Katie Matson-Daley will coordinate our Spiritual Outreach ministries, including outreach to 
young families in the Red Wing area.  Katie is preparing for licensure and ultimately for ordination as a United 
Methodist pastor.  She has over 14 years of ministry staff experience and is a graduate of United Theological 
Seminary of the Twin Cities.  

 New: Erin Marcks will assist with coordinating worship planning and will assist with worship leader-
ship. The music staff of Kim Cory and Mikkel Gardener and choirs are adjusting for the fall worship and mu-
sic schedule, as is our volunteer Visuals leaders, Vicky Koehn.   

Lead Pastor Clay will continue to oversee the various ministries and administration of the church until 
this assignment is completed at the end of December 2019.  His last preaching date with us will be Christmas 
Eve.  Cindy Johnston, Hazel Muller, Lois Marshall, and Bill Lanigan also continue to offer their careful and 
thorough care for our church and facilities in their various roles.  Please take a moment, when you can, to thank 
our staff members and pastors for their service!   
     

 Facilities and Financial  Improvements - Our financial reserves increased dramatically 
this past year, and we are in a much better place to preserve and improve our facilities in the longer term, 
thanks to many persons’ gifts and promises.  Both fellowship rooms have been improved with T-Loop hearing 
systems, new carpeting and new flooring.  The Sanctuary also has added T-Loop hearing. These are helpful 
steps in church hospitality, and long-overdue improvements for our church gatherings.  Sound system improve-
ments will also be made in the fellowship rooms.  Thanks to all those who contributed generously to the Legacy 
Campaign—and to our Mid-year Appeal/Pie and Ice Cream Social.  We are addressing a financial gap; the total 
needed was over $9,000, and we are more than half-way there!  Thanks to the Trustees and to all our members 
for these improvements and increases in resources and financial support!  
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September Worship:  Fall Schedule Begins on 9/8                                

Soundings—A Series of Spiritual Explorations in Worship   

On September 8, our new fall worship and teaching schedule begins.  Note that there will be three   dis-
tinctive worship experiences offered; all will be offered in the sanctuary.  Our September Work of Mer-
cy is for Crop Walk, hunger relief and development in Third World settings, as well as through the local 
food shelf.   

 

 

 

September Worship Word Preaching 

Music 

Children’s Message 

Forum and  
Adult Classes 

Labor Day  
Week End 
9/1 
Work of Mercy:  
Crop Walk 

All Are Welcome 
Psalm 112 (4)  
Hebrews 13:1-8, 15-16 
Luke 14:15-24 
  
Back-pack Blessing and 
Blessing of  
Children and Teachers 

Preach:  Clay Oglesbee 

Music:  Mikkel Gardner and 

Erin Marcks 

Children:  Crystal Henderson 

and Katie Matson-Daley 

  

  

No FORUM 
  
Labor Day Weekend 

9/8 
Celebration 
and Fall 
Launch 

Door 
Matthew 7:7-11, 
Revelation 3:20-22 

Preach:  Clay Oglesbee 

Music:  Kim Cory 

Children:  Katie Bystrom 

  

  

9/15 Return 
Exodus 32:7-14  
Psalm 51:1-10 (1) 1 
Timothy 1:12-17 
Hosea 14:1-7 
Luke 15:1-10 

Preach:  Katie Matson-Daley 

Music:  Mikkel Gardner and 

Erin Marcks 

Children:  Jane Stone 

 

  

9/22 
  

Cheating 
Amos 8:4-7  
Psalm 113 (7)  
1 Timothy 2:1-7  
Luke 16:1-13 

Preach:  Clay Oglesbee 

Music:  Kim Cory 

Children:  Katie Matson-Daley 

  

  

9/29 Pain 
Amos 6:1a, 4-7 
Psalm 146 (7)  
1 Timothy 6:6-19 
Luke 16:19-31 

Preach:  Clay Oglesbee 

Music:  Kim Cory 

Children:   Crystal Henderson 
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Grace upon Grace… by Pastor Clay Oglesbee 
Renewal of Our Spiritual Life and Discipleship   

As the new school year begins, I am reminded that as part of their spirituality com-
mitment, lay and clergy associates (called “oblates”) of Benedictine monasteries, 
renew their commitment by affirming their intention to continue a life of purpose-
ful intimacy with God and pursuit of the path of a Christian disciple through          
frequent prayer, Scripture study, and active service to God and neighbor.  This is 
done by using a vow of renewal of oblation.  The vow customarily used appears just 

below.  As your read it, consider whether you would also like to pray something like it as your own 
commitment to God, community and neighbor for the coming year.  You might substitute the word 
“disciple” for “oblate” wherever you find it, and the name of your own local church, for example, for the 
name of any monastery since we are all called to stable and fruitful ministry wherever we find our-
selves called by God to serve.   

Peace! In the Name of our Lord Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

I renew my oblation (promise of self-giving works of piety and of service) 
and offer myself to Almighty God… 
as an Oblate of 
(Name of monastery or church) and promise again 
to dedicate myself 
to the service of God and Humanity 
in so far as my state in life permits. 
 

Let us pray. (all together say:)  Eternal God, almighty Father, you know well the weakness of our 
human nature.  Look upon us your servants and strengthen us with the power of your blessing so 
that, with the help of your grace, we may faithfully carry out the promise we have made as Oblates 
in response to your holy inspiration.  May we live a holy and upright life according to the spirit of 
the Rule of Saint Benedict.  And may you reward us, according to your promises, with the vision of 
your glory for all eternity.  This we ask, through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
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Spiritual Outreach Coordinator - Katie Matson-Daley 
 

Fabulous Fall Faith Formation 
Our mission is to, “Make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.” 
While some of this is accomplished through welcoming and gathering people for worship, 
we also nurture the faith of those who are gathered.  This fall we have a PLETHORA of 
faith formation opportunities for all ages.  

 

Children’s Ministry 
Children’s Sunday School will kick-off on Sunday, September 8 at 10:40.  The church council has voted 

to move Children’s Sunday School to Wesley Hall, for a bigger, more welcoming 
space with more natural light.  We’re excited to explore the theme of “God’s Com-
munity” this year with the Deep Blue Curriculum.  I like what one reviewer wrote 
about Deep Blue: Deep Blue is different because it’s grounded in the respect for the 
imago dei in all people of all ages and trusts the movement of the Holy Spirit through 
the reading of scripture, the wonder of God, and the body of Christ.   

Katie Bystrom, Crystal Henderson, Michelle Mallon, and Mandy Mroz will lead the Children’s Sunday 
School time.     
 
Bible Class and Bible Presentations - We will have a Bible class for kids in 3rd Grade and older.  Bibles 
will be presented to kids in worship later this Fall.  Look for more details coming soon.   
 

Youth Ministry 
Youth Sunday School/Confirmation - There will also be a youth small group where students can con-
nect with God and each other in fun non-threatening ways.  Melinda Brueschke and I will be collaborat-
ing with Pastor Clay to coordinate Sunday School.  Students who have not yet been confirmed will have a 
chance to confirm their faith this spring.  
 
First UMC and First Presbyterian Fun - An exciting new development is 
that we are partnering with First Presbyterian Church to plan fun adventure 
and missions activities for students in grades 5-12 in both congregations.  We 
are kicking this partnership off with a hike up Barn Bluff followed by a  
bonfire back at First Presbyterian.  Students should meet at First Presbyterian (at the top of the park) at 
3:30 p.m. on Sunday, September 29.   
 

Coffee Connections 
People who are interested in strengthening their connections to God and one another 
in community are invited to join leaders Crystal Henderson and Dianne Korfhage for 
Coffee Connections.  A small group where there aren’t right or wrong answers, but 
there is a chance to be loved and to talk about life.  Coffee Connections will meet 

Saturday mornings, starting September 14th at 9:30 at Mandy’s Coffee Cafe  in downtown Red Wing.  We 
have the big table near the windows reserved.   
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Adult Formation:  Weeks on the Works of Mercy 
Jesus said, “For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and 
you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in, I needed 
clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and you looked after me, I was in prison and 
you came to visit me.” - Matthew 25:34-36 
 
Our Adult Forums will return on Sunday, September 8 at 10:40 in the Friendship 
Room.  A diverse group of speakers and teachers will present on these different 
ways to see Jesus in the hungry, the thirsty, the sick, the stranger and the prison-
er.  Notably, Cathy Wurzer, of Minnesota Public Radio and Twin Cities Public Tele-
vision’s Almanac program will be our presenter on October 6.  Ms. Wurzer will 

present on the topic “I was sick,” and share about the work her organization End in Mind does to help 
people prepare for end of life.    
 
 
***************************************************************************************************** 
 

Church Council Short Summary of Minutes from  August 8 
Attending:  Crystal Henderson, Kathleen Zielinski, Judy Plein, Katie Matson-Daley, Paul Karlen, Jane 
Baker, Jane Stone, Bob Stone, Melinda Brueschke, Katie Bystrom, Kathy VanCampen. 
 

PRESENCE AND WORSHIP 
 Clay Oglesbee, Katie Matson-Daley and Erin Marcks have been working on the worship format.  

The changes are to engage all ages.   Most Sundays the attendance is under 90.    
 Katie explained the Back to School Bash being held on August 29th.    
 The Adult Forums are being worked on.   
 A copy of Ministries of First United Methodist Church six action items was distributed.  These are 

items we want to focus on to expand our ministries.   
 

WITNESS AND SERVICE 
 Mission Market is always in need of donations to sell on Sunday morning.    
 Jane Baker advised the Crop Walk is scheduled for October 6.  There could be changes on how it is 

being organized and more information will be coming.   
 The rummage sale is scheduled for October 17 and 18 so declutter and donate.    
 The Nominations Committee will begin their process in September, for a January 2020 change-

over. 
 

Staff Parrish Relations Committee 
Katie Bystrom advised there has been no new information from Cynthia. 
 
TRUSTEE ITEMS 
Bob Stone advised they are working on the new PA system. We now have a new copier.  The side-
walks are marked but the City has not advised when that work will be done.   
 

Submitted by Kathy VanCampen, Council Secretary 
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Caring Ministries Report  - From Jane Stone, Care Coordinator 
 

Our church is known for food—Sunday Suppers/Community Meals, the Pie Social, Thanksgiving Dinner, 
and more.  Every Sunday after worship there are treats along with coffee, tea, and lemonade in the 
Friendship Room.  United Methodists enjoy food and fellowship—often together! 
 
Jesus also enjoyed food; he spent a great deal of his time eating and drinking.  It was important to him to 
gather people at the table, where both discipleship and evangelism took place.  There are many exam-
ples in the Bible of Jesus eating with people, particularly in the gospel of Luke, which has been our focus 
lately.  For example, in Luke 5, Jesus ate with tax collectors and sinners at Levi’s home.  In Luke 7, Jesus 
was anointed by a woman in the home of Simon the Pharisee during a meal.  In Luke 9, Jesus fed the five 
thousand. 

 

What can we learn from the meals that Jesus shared? 
 

THE HUNGRY SHOULD BE FED – Jesus felt that it was important to feed the poor.  The feeding of the 
five thousand appears in all four gospels and is an incredible example of Jesus feeding the hungry.  The 
day he performed this miracle, Jesus taught salvation—the greater need is for spiritual food.  Physical 
food provides only a temporary satisfaction, while salvation is forever.  Jesus shows us that it is more 
blessed to give than to receive. 
 
FOOD IS A GIFT FROM GOD – We know that food is a necessity; we need it to fuel our bodies.  Jesus 
taught that food is also a gift from God.  Food is a gift like manna, meant to remind us of our dependence 
on God and our dependence on each other.  When we receive food, we bear witness to God’s incredible 
grace. 
 
EATING TOGETHER CONNECTS US – During Jesus’ ministry on earth, everything centered around 
meals.  There was the wedding at Cana, a dinner with Zacchaeus, and the Last Supper.  Jesus was criti-
cized for eating with tax collectors and sinners, but eating together helps overcome barriers and serves 
as a great way to share and have fellowship together.  Meals can be fancy, home-cooked, or take-out.  
The important thing is that they involve others and provide connection. 
 
EATING IS AN ACT OF STEWARDSHIP – The word “stewardship” brings thoughts of the church budg-
et.  Biblical stewardship, however, goes beyond the church.  Good food depends on good care of the gar-
den.  Whether we have a few tomato plants or a huge garden or a farm with hundreds of acres, we need 
to care for what we grow so we can share with others.  God is both the ultimate Gardener and the ulti-
mate Farmer.  Whatever we do, we need to keep the garden healthy.  
 
THERE IS POWER IN SHARING A MEAL – Jesus shared meals with many different people.  Some schol-
ars refer to this as Jesus “eating his way through the gospels.”  When Jesus ate with 
people, he not only entered their lives but also did teaching, healing, or other        
miraculous work.  We, too, have the power to connect and share with others          
when we eat with them. 
 
We have opportunities to feed others by giving to the food shelf, helping serve the 
Community Meal, hosting fellowship time after worship, etc.  We should do every-
thing we can to connect with others, and food is often an excellent way to connect.  
Galatians 6:10 tells us, “So then, whenever we have an opportunity, let us work for 
the good of all, and especially for those of the family of faith.”  Sharing with others 
is not just a priority; it is our ministry. 
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Outreach Ministries 

MISSION MARKET  (MM) 
The MM continues with the hot weather produce finally beginning.  Today, August 
17 I have picked my first tomato and by this time in most years we have many peo-
ple bringing in their extras.  My two eggplant plants each have one small eggplant 
on and growing.  Brenda Blair already had several for donation.  Sweet corn, usual-
ly in abundance by this time, is not ready from our growers.  You can expect both 
tomatoes and sweet corn soon. 
 
As of Sunday, August 25 we have collected $582  in donations for Habitat for Hu-

manity and our Adult Detention Arts Program. 
 
We have run out of bags for people to use to take their produce home.  If you have extra plastic grocery 
bags please bring them into church. - Mardell Bartlett 

 
RED WING FOOD SHELF 
The start of the school year brings more people to the Red Wing Food Shelf.  Put your donations of 
nonperishable food items—peanut butter, canned fruits and vegetables, pasta--for the Food Shelf in 
the marked containers at each church entrance or in the offering plate (designated for Food Shelf).   
Also, you can support this year’s Red Wing Crop Walk on Sunday, October 6 from which 25% of 
funds raised will go to the RW Food Shelf.  Thank you for your generosity! 
 
 

FAMILY FARE/ECONO RECEIPTS 
Please continue to put your Family Fare/Econo receipts in the box in Hamline Foyer.  We have 
$100,000 in receipts toward the goal of $150,000 for which the store will give us $1,000.  Receipts 
from 2017, 2018, and 2019 are accepted.  If you have receipts from 2017, turn them in before Septem-
ber 30 so they can be counted and turned in before the end of 2019.   
 
************************************************************************************************ 

 

FIGHT HUNGER ONE STEP AT A TIME 

Get out your walking shoes for 

CROP WALK, SUNDAY, OCTOBER 6, around Central Park! 

More information in Sunday bulletins and October newsletter. 

 

 

The Prayer and Care Ministry Team will meet Wednesdays, September 11 and 25, 
at 11 am in the Friendship Room.  If you have prayer requests or joys, please contact 
Jane Stone (651-214-6470, janestone1125@msn.com) or put them on a yellow prayer 
card in the church pew and drop it in the offering plate.  
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Women’s Ministry 

The United Methodist Women begins its busy fall schedule in September with the 
following gatherings in the Friendship Room unless stated otherwise: 
 

 Mission Team, Wednesday, September 4, 2 pm; clean kitchens at 1 pm 
 Eve Circle, Mon. Sept. 9, 9:30 am, Sue Nelson chairwoman 
 Ruth Circle, Tues. Sept. 10, 1 pm, Margaret Foster, chairwoman 
 Mission Team, Wed. Sept. 25, 2 pm; clean kitchens at 1 pm 
 
All women are invited to the meetings.  If you have any questions, please contact UMW President, Jane 
Baker (388-9127, janekbaker@yahoo.com).  
 
All women are also invited to the River Valley District UMW’s Annual Meeting, Saturday, September 21, 
from 8:45 am until 2:30 pm, at Christ UMC in Rochester, MN.  Registration is $12 and includes lunch.  If 
you can go, please contact Jane Baker.  The morning keynote speaker is Brenda Blair from our church 
who will speak about Project Mondema in Sierra Leone. 
 
 We have been receiving donations for our fall rummage sale scheduled for October 17-18.  If you have 
any items to donate, contact the church office or Jane Baker (388-9127 or janekbaker@yahoo.com).  
 

FALL RUMMAGE SALE—OCTOBER 17-18 

PLEASE DONATE YOUR GENTLY USED ITEMS, NOT ELECTRONICS 

If you need space for storage, contact Jane Baker or the church office.  If you have left a cake pan or other 
serving dish in the church kitchen, please pick it up before the rummage sale.  Otherwise, it may get sold!  
If you can help any day the week of October 13-18, please contact Jane Baker. 

 

Advent Devotional Guide 
The Prayer and Care Team, along with the greater church community, is happy to 
announce the creation of the First United Methodist Advent Devotional Guide.  We 
want to make this a church community project so we are asking for each of you to 

submit your favorite devotion to add to the Guide.  We will bundle all the received devotions and have a 
booklet ready for you to pick up before the holiday season.  Please consider contributing.  This will be a 
wonderful way for you to share the joy of the Advent season with your family and other church mem-
bers.  The details on how to submit your original devotion are listed below.  Thank you for participa-
tion.  God Bless!     
 

 The Advent Devotional book is open to all ages.  Think youngest to oldest, think newborn to our very 
oldest.   

 Your contribution can be emailed to the church office or delivered in person.  The deadline is Nov. 1. 

 The devotion should be approximately 250 words long.  Think half an 8 ½ by 11 sheet of paper.  

 Art works are accepted and encouraged.  

 Some ideas are:  reflections, memories, poetry, prayers, haikus, journal entry, and illustrations. 

Thank you to all who are able and willing to contribute to this endeavor. ~ Prayer and Care team, Jane 
Baker, Jane Stone, Christie Brown, Liz Ciccone, Margret Foster, Kathleen Zielinski, and Dorothy Jamison. 

mailto:janekbaker@yahoo.com
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Youth and Parents to Share Planning at Taco Lunch, 9/8 
 

As we look toward the start of the school year, we are also planning to gather our youth regularly to 
meet with Pastor Clay and sometimes with our new Spiritual Outreach Coordinator, Katie Matson-
Daley, to share study, play, adventure and service events.  We want to share our thoughts with you, 
and to hear your preferences, so... 
 

 You are invited to a meeting of church youth and their parents on Sunday, September 8, at 11:30 to 
share a "Walking Tacos" lunch and to plan our year together.  We will all get lunch together, 
then meet as a group to share ideas for the year.   

 

 Pastor Clay or Katie are available to meet with the youth on most Sundays, and also to share adven-
ture, play or service events each week.  We will have some ideas to share, and we hope to learn 
what will also be important to you and to your families.   

 

 Please RSVP to Cindy Johnston at the church office, 651-388-3262 or email her at                                 
methodistadmin@msn.com to confirm you will be with us for the Walking Tacos and for a youth 
group planning meeting.  Those who are of age to be trained for Confirmation are especially invited 
to be present (ages 12 to 17) if you have not yet been confirmed, or would like to participate with 
your friends.   

 

You are encouraged to invite other parents and your own classmates or friends to come, too!   
 

Pastor Clay Oglesbee 507-251-9283 
Katie Matson-Daley, Spiritual Outreach 
Crystal Henderson, Outreach and Service Coordinator.   

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

   NEW BABY! 

Congratulations to Valerie & Kane Lampman! 

Kasen Kane Lampman was born August 18. 

He weighed 6 lbs., 4 oz., is 19" long, 

    and joins brothers, Kaden & Kolton. 
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First United Methodist Church 
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    God is on the Move - and So Are We! 
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Lead Pastor 
Rev. Clay Oglesbee 

Email:  redwingrev@gmail.com 
Cell:  507-251-9283  

 
Administrative Assistant 

Cindy Johnston 
Email:  methodistadmin@msn.com 

 
Music Director 

Kim Cory 
Email:  snkcory@gmail.com 

 
Care Coordinator 

Jane Stone 
Email:  janestone1125@msn.com  

 

Office Phone 
651-388-3262 

 

Spiritual Connections Coordinator 
Katie Matson-Daley 

Email:  Katie.E.Matson@Gmail.com  
Cell:  952-297-4691 

 
Outreach Coordinator 

Crystal Henderson 
Email:  rwfumcyouth@gmail.com  

Cell:  651-212-3963 
 

Church Office Hours 
Monday – Thursday (summer)  11:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

 
General Church Email 

redwingmethodist@msn.com 
 

Church Website 
www.redwingmethodist.org 

 

Sunday Worship               9:30 a.m. 
Fellowship                     10:30 a.m. 
Sunday school (Sept - May) 10:40 a.m. 
Adult Forums   (Sept - May) 10:40 a.m. 
 

 
 

Community Meals in September 

Sundays September 8, 15, and 22 

Served at 5:00 p.m. 
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