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October 2019 A Hearing Friendly Church - Try Our Looping
First United Methodist Church ~ 403 East Ave. Red Wing, MN 55066
Our Vision: We are people who have faith that God is on the Move!

Special Worship Guests

October Soundings in Worship
Our October “Soundings” in worship will focus on topics such as Grit and Grace,
Rekindle, Rescue and Masks/(Not) Judging Others. Special guests will include
Minnesota Public Radio journalist and public television Almanac host, Cathy Wurzer….
towboat captain and “rescuer”—Ross Marcks, and saxophonist and vocalist, Lori
Williams; Lori has performed all over the country, including with Helen Reddy, Jackson
Brown and Hoyt Axton. Plan to join us for all these wonderful “Sounding” Sundays, as
we explore the heights and depths and breadth and width of God.

Adult Forums in October
Special Guest, Cathy Wurzer, on “I Was Sick…”
Our special presenter for the Adult Forum on “I Was Sick and You Cared for Me”
is to be Cathy Wurzer. Many may be familiar with her work on public radio and
public television. Wurzer is the host of Morning Edition for MPR News. She is
also the host of Almanac, a weekly public affairs program produced by Twin Cities
Public Television for Minnesota's statewide public television network. Wurzer
has won four Emmy Awards for her work on Almanac.
Wurzer has published two books-Highway 61 and We Know How This Ends with
Bruce Kramer. She has also launched a non-profit called The End in Mind, which
was based on her book with Kramer. The End in Mind helps many persons to
address care-taking and end-of-life concerns and reflections for themselves and family members.
The End in Mind encourages all of us to consider our own life-course and deaths and to prepare
thoughtfully for these.
Also in October…On October 13, we host a forum on “I was in prison and you visited me ” with Justin
Heiden, the program director for the Goodhue County Detention Center. On October 20 we will have
Senior (80+) Recognition Day. On October 27, Reverend Cooper Wiggen, a leader with the MN Earthkeepers movement, will present on the Climate Crisis—Issues and Solutions.

1

2

Soundings in October 2019 —

Worship and Adult Forums
Worship begins at 9:30 a.m. on Sunday mornings. Our October Work of Mercy is for the Hope Coalition
Community Emergency Fund, beginning with World Communion Sunday on October 6. This will continue through the month. Our overall worship theme is to be Soundings—Spiritual Explorations.
2019
October
Soundings—
Life-Giving
Decisions
10/6
Work of Mercy:
Hope Coalition
World
Communion

Worship Word

Keeping the End
in Mind
Philippians
3:12-16, 2:1-8

Crop Walk
Sunday
10/13

10/20
LAITY
SUNDAY

Preacher,
Children’s time,
Musician
Preach: Clay
Oglesbee
Music: Mikkel
Gardner and
Erin Marcks
Children: Katie
Bystrom

Special Features

Forum and Adult
Classes

Interview with
Cathy Wurzer of
Minnesota Public
Radio

I Was Sick and You
Cared for Me
Cathy Wurzer of Minnesota Public Radio (MPR)
and “The End in Mind”

Rekindle
Habakkuk
1:1-4; 2:1-4
Psalm 37:1-9 (5)
2 Timothy 1:114

Preach: Katie
Matson-Daley
Music: Kim Cory
Children: Jane
Stone

Interview: Mary
Lynn Oglesbee,
facilitator for the
Center for Courage
and Renewal
(Parker Palmer)

I Was in Prison and
You Visited Me
Goodhue County Adult
Detention Center
--Justin Heiden,
Program Director

Rescue
Matthew 6:9-13,
14:28-33
Lord’s Prayer—
rescue us from
the evil one

Preach:
Jane Stone
Music: Kim Cory
Children: Pastor
Clay Oglesbee

Interview with Ross
Marcks, Tugboat
Captain

Senior (80+)
Recognition Day

Preach: Clay
Oglesbee
Music: Mikkel
Gardner and
Erin Marcks
Children: Crystal
Henderson

Saxophonist and
Vocalist,
Lori Williams
(played with Helen
Reddy, Jackson
Brown and Hoyt
Axton)

10/27
Judges, Hypocrites and Masks
Matthew 7:1-5
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Climate Crisis
The Challenges and
Solutions - Rev. Cooper
Wiggen of Earthkeepers
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Just One More Thing… a note from Pastor Clay Oglesbee
How to Travel When You Don’t Know Where You’re Going
Susan Beaumont, a church consultant, recently published a book by the title of the
article re-used here. We encourage your thoughtful consideration of the challenges
that come with change and transition in churches, organizations and our own lives.
I have been thinking and praying about this for our own congregation and for the
94% of American churches who are feeling “stuck” and don’t know what to do next.
by Susan Beaumont
How do you lead an organization stuck between an ending and a new beginning—when the old way of
doing things no longer works, but a way forward is not yet clear? I call such in-between times liminal
seasons—threshold times when the continuity of tradition disintegrates and uncertainty about the
future fuels doubt and chaos. In a liminal season, it simply is not helpful to pretend we understand
what needs to happen next. But leaders can still lead, and disciples can still minister.
Liminality: Neither Here nor There Liminal seasons come often in a congregation’s life: The interim
time between established pastorates. The beginning of a new pastorate, when trust in the new leader
is still forming. The months after the completion of a strategic plan, when leaders are left wondering
where the next big idea will come from. The time following the death of a matriarch or patriarch.
Most liminal seasons are resolved within a matter of months or years.
However, in our time the institutional Church is experiencing a liminal era that will not be resolved
any time soon. The models and structures that have defined the Church are crumbling around us.
New ways are emerging, but we do not yet know what, if any, institutional church structures will
remain. The disorientation and disengagement of this time are exhausting all of us.
Feeling stuck “in between” fuels anxiety. People try to return to the comfort of a previous era’s status
quo or look for ways to leap dramatically forward. They hope their leaders will ease their discomfort,
and when a leader can’t restore equilibrium quickly, they doubt the leader’s ability…. As dangerous as
liminal seasons can be, they can also be transformative. A malleable situation invites experimentation
and risk-taking. We are free to question tradition, which can make space for originality, generativity
and creativity. All truly great innovations are incubated in liminality. God’s greatest works occur in
liminal space.
Clay’s Questions: We need to be present to our own uncertainty at times. What can we do to entrust
ourselves to God’s path and ways now while the future remains undetermined, and the past is no longer
accessible? How can we balance established practices and order while also opening ourselves to innovative outreach and deep compassion? How can we best be available to God and one another with neither
overwhelming anxiety nor confident certainty?
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Spiritual Outreach Coordinator - Katie Matson-Daley

Celebrating Connections

Someone asked me earlier this week, “Katie, what excites you about ministry at First UMC
Red Wing?”
“Hmmm,” I said, “well. . .” about 25 minutes later I was still listing things. Here are a few of the highlights
for me: The Back to School Bash
We had approximately 30 volunteers from Middle School students to Octogenarians serving at the Back
to School Bash. 200 community members of all ages, races, and abilities
came to celebrate the end of summer with us. Roger and Marnie Flyer
shared fantastic music, and it’s hard to know whether the free grilled hot
dogs, the bouncy houses or the ice cream truck were the most appreciated.
What a fun night, and what a night of our congregation being the Body of
Christ for the community.

Sunday School
As I write this, Children’s Sunday School has met twice. We’ve had ten different kids in our class. Our
prayer for Sunday School is that the kids would feel like they are an important part of the community.
The first lesson focused on the Body of Christ, and how each part of the body is important, “the eye cannot say to the hand, I don’t need you.” (1 Corinthians 12:21). It’s an abstract concept for adults, but even
more so for elementary and pre-school aged kids. One of our fourth graders got it though, “Oh, it’s like,
there are acolytes and ushers, and they don’t do the same job, but we need them both. And Erin plays
guitar and Mr. Gardner plays piano, but we need them both.” Our kids are learning what it means to be
the body of Christ and how important they are to the body.

Small Group Ministries
I’m still learning about all the small groups that make up this congregation, but I’ve been blessed to learn
about 3 in particular.

Art and Soul
Our arts education and formation program at Goodhue County Detention Center
is consistently drawing about 15 men and women. Arts provide an opportunity
to center, learn self-discipline, and expression. While it’s maybe obvious to see
how the participants in the detention center are being ministered to by the volunteers from our congregation, it seems less obvious, but equally important that
our volunteers are being transformed by the stories and relationships with the
participants. The Art and Soul group meets at Goodhue County Detention Center on Wednesday mornings. If you are interested in getting involved, contact Crystal Henderson. rwfumcyouth@gmail.com

Coffee Connections
This small group is meeting at Mandy’s Coffee Cafe on Saturday mornings and as I write this has met
once with eight participants. Each person came looking to strengthen their relationship with God and
other people. I’m looking forward to seeing how this group develops and what new groups will grow
from this one as it grows. This group meets at 9:30 on Saturday mornings at Mandy’s. Contact Dianne
Korfhage if you’d like to get involved, or show up on Saturday morning. Ksfarm.rw@gmail.com
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Adult Forum
With 30 or so folks attending each of the first weeks of Adult forum we’ve explored Jesus’ words, “I
was hungry and you gave something to eat, and I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink”
from unexpected angles with guests from the Red Wing Public Schools Nutrition Program and the
Cannon River Watershed Partnership. As people who have faith that God is on the move, we are excited to learn about the ways that the hungry are being fed, and clean water is being protected in our
part of the world. We have more exciting guests coming including Cathy Wurzer from The End in
Mind and Minnesota Public Radio on October 6. Be sure to look at our list of speakers for adult forum
and see if there is someone you might want to invite. Pastor Clay is the best person to talk to about
Adult Forums, which typically meets in the Friendship Room at 10:40 on Sunday mornings.
Clay.Northfield@gmail.com

So Let’s Celebrate
I know that there are so many other GOOD things so many other GOD things to celebrate here at First
UMC. I’d love to start to share some of those moments more regularly both in the worship service and
on Facebook. Please send me your stories of where you’ve seen God at work through our church.
Katie.E.Matson@gmail.com

Adult Formation: Weeks on the Works of Mercy

Jesus said, “For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in, I needed clothes and you clothed me, I was sick
and you looked after me, I was in prison and you came to visit me.” - Matthew 25:34-36
Our Adult Forums returned on Sunday, September 8 at 10:40 in the Friendship
Room. A diverse group of speakers and teachers will present on these different
ways to see Jesus in the hungry, the thirsty, the sick, the stranger and the prisoner. Notably, Cathy Wurzer, of Minnesota Public Radio and Twin Cities Public Television’s Almanac program will be our presenter on October 6. Ms. Wurzer will
present on the topic “I was sick,” and share about the work her organization End
in Mind does to help people prepare for end of life.

The Prayer and Care Ministry Team will meet Wednesdays, October 9 and 23 at
11 am in the Friendship Room. If you have prayer requests or joys, please contact
Jane Stone (651-214-6470, janestone1125@msn.com) or put them on a yellow prayer
card in the church pew and drop it in the offering plate.
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Caring Ministries Report - From Jane Stone, Care Coordinator
October means fall is here, but as I write this, we are experiencing what may be the last days of summer
with temps in the 80’s. Leaves are just beginning to turn. On my way to Lake City to visit members,
there are a couple patches of red and yellow along the side of the highway.
The fall colors in nature are just some of what I love about fall. Other things include:
 The crisp, cool air inviting me to take a walk or hike.
 The foods and flavors of fall—apples, cider, cinnamon, ginger, pumpkins, and more. Soups, stews,
roasts—so many comfort foods!
 Sweaters and sweatshirts—warm, comfy clothes that we wear in layers.
 The entire month of October—Pastor & Ministry Appreciation Month, the UMW rummage sale, and
Senior Recognition Sunday. So many to recognize and appreciate!
 The love of God, which is evident in all these things and more!
Let’s not wait until November and Thanksgiving to give thanks—let’s do it now! Give thanks to God for
his many blessings. Give thanks to Pastor Clay for his pastoral leadership. Give thanks to staff members
for their contributions to our church. Give thanks to those who serve on committees and teams that
keep our church going. Give thanks to all who attend worship, join us in fellowship, and offer their
prayers for our congregation. And…give thanks for those outside our congregation who may be searching for a church home. May we welcome them with open hearts, open minds, and open doors!

OCTOBER IS MINISTRY APPRECIATION MONTH,
also known as Pastor Appreciation Month.
Please thank Pastor Clay for all he has done for us these past three plus years!

Also, thank our staff and those who serve our church in various ways.
Our church could not keep going without the support of all of us!
THANK YOU FOR YOUR MANY CONTRIBUTIONS
TO THE LIFE OF OUR CONGREGATION!
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Outreach Ministries
MISSION MARKET (MM)
We hope you have enjoyed the fresh produce you have been able to purchase at the
MM table each Sunday while donating to this year’s mission recipients- Habitat for
Humanity and the Adult Detention Ministries on a 50 - 50 split.
At this time of year we are transitioning from fresh to long lasting or keeper
veggies and decorative items. While it has been a difficult growing year with many
things late and in some cases in short supply, we have had a full table thanks to the
many people who contributed the things they grew.
Hoping not to miss any contributors I give you the names of the people who contributed produce.
 EGGS - Doug Sjostrom
 SWEET CORN- Korfhages
 VEGGIES, BERRIES, and FLOWERS- Bruce Duerkop, Rhody Tiedeman, Bruce and Brenda Blair,
Marlene Lampman, and the Bartletts.
 Plastic bags- all who donated. We have enough for now.
 Also thanks to all who purchased items and donated.
As of September 22 we have received $906 including $11.75 from Ruth Circle’s “Least Coin” offering.
Thanks to all who helped make this year’s MM a success. - Mardell Bartlett

HANDCRAFT SALE
Hey “CRAFTERS”!!! Do you make items that are useful or
decorative that you might want to donate to the Handcrafters group for their November 23 sale? The handcrafters
would love to include your items with the ones they have
been working on through the year. Contact Rosemary Alley,
Mardell Bartlett, or Inez Chicquette with your donations or
any questions regarding the sale.

RED WING FOOD SHELF
The start of the school year brings more people to the Red Wing Food Shelf. Put your donations of
nonperishable food items—peanut butter, canned fruits and vegetables, pasta--for the Food Shelf in
the marked containers at each church entrance or in the offering plate (designated for Food Shelf).
Also, you can support this year’s Red Wing Crop Walk on Sunday, October 6 from which 25% of
funds raised will go to the RW Food Shelf. Thank you for your generosity!

FAMILY FARE/ECONO RECEIPTS
Please continue to put your Family Fare/Econo receipts in the box in Hamline Foyer. We have
$107,000 in receipts toward the goal of $150,000 for which the store will give us $1,000. Receipts
from 2017, 2018, and 2019 are accepted. If you have receipts from 2017, turn them in now so they can
be counted and turned in before the end of 2019.
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Women’s Ministry
The UMW will be holding its annual Fall Rummage Sale on Thursday, October 17
from 3 to 7 pm and Friday, October 18 from 8 am to 3 pm. Gently used items can
be brought in the week of October 7 from 9 am to 4 pm through the carport door
on the Fourth St. entrance and also the week of the sale. Help is
needed to set up on the afternoon of Sunday October 13 at 4 pm.
Both men and women are needed for this. Help is needed to unpack donations the week of October 14 through Thursday at 9 am
every day. Help is also needed to pack and clean up on Friday at
3 pm. Lunch will be served all day Friday. Please do not bring in
microwaves, TV’s, and other appliances or electronics, or items
not in working order.
The United Methodist Women continues its busy fall schedule in October with the following gatherings in
the Friendship Room unless stated otherwise:




Mission Team, Wednesday, October 2 at 2 pm; clean kitchens at 1 pm
Ruth Circle, Tuesday October 8 at 1 pm, Margaret Foster, chairwoman
Eve Circle, Monday October 14 at 9:30 am, Sue Nelson chairwoman

All women are invited to the meetings. If you have any questions, please contact UMW President, Jane
Baker (388-9127, janekbaker@yahoo.com).

*************************************************
Trustee’s Church Cleaning Day - Saturday, October 12
The Trustees are hosting a Church Cleaning Day on Saturday, October 12
beginning at 8:00 a.m. They expect to be done around noon and lunch will be
served by the Men’s Cooking Group. Everyone who is able is invited to come
and help. It usually entails washing windows, cleaning the sanctuary, and
picking up around the church building outside. Many hands make easy work,
so please join them that morning to shine up the church before the holidays
begin.
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SENIOR RECOGNITION SUNDAY
WHAT: Recognition of our members aged 80+
WHERE: First United Methodist Church
WHEN: Sunday, October 20, 2019, at 9:30 a.m.
WHY: 20% of our members are aged 80+. They bring us a great deal
of wisdom & experience. We love them and wish to acknowledge their
extensive contributions to our congregation!
PLEASE JOIN US IN WORSHIP AS WE RECOGNIZE THESE
MEMBERS! A GROUP PHOTO WILL BE TAKEN
IMMEDIATELY AFTER WORSHIP, FOLLOWED BY CAKE
SERVED BY THE WELCOMING COMMITTEE.
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Red Wing, MN

God is on the Move - and So Are We!
A Hearing-Friendly Church - Try Our Looping

Permit No. 249

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

Lead Pastor
Rev. Clay Oglesbee
Email: redwingrev@gmail.com
Cell: 507-251-9283

Spiritual Connections Coordinator
Katie Matson-Daley
Email: Katie.E.Matson@Gmail.com
Cell: 952-297-4691

Administrative Assistant
Cindy Johnston
Email: methodistadmin@msn.com

Outreach Coordinator
Crystal Henderson
Email: rwfumcyouth@gmail.com
Cell: 651-212-3963

Music Director
Kim Cory
Email: snkcory@gmail.com

Church Office Hours
Monday – Thursday (summer) 11:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.

Care Coordinator
Jane Stone
Email: janestone1125@msn.com

General Church Email
redwingmethodist@msn.com

Office Phone
651-388-3262

Church Website
www.redwingmethodist.org

Sunday Worship
Fellowship
Sunday school (Sept - May)
Adult Forums (Sept - May)

9:30 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
10:40 a.m.

Community Meals in October
Sundays October 20 and 27
Served at 5:00 p.m.
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