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The First Word 
November 2019 A Hearing Friendly Church - Try Our Looping  

First United Methodist Church ~ 403 East Ave.  Red Wing, MN 55066 

Our Vision:  We are people who have faith that God is on the Move! 

 “The Path of Overflowing Abundance”   

2020  Discipleship & Stewardship Campaign in November 
The Gospel story is a story of abundant and overflowing grace, mercy and hope.  One image Jesus uses 
is that of grain being poured into one’s lap, not to exact measure, but generously so that it overflows 
all containers or containment!  38 Give, and it will be given to you. A good portion—packed down, firmly 
shaken, and overflowing—will fall into your lap. The portion you give will determine the portion you re-
ceive in return.” 
 

We know and have experienced the truth of God’s overflowing abundance.  During the past year or so, 
over a half-million dollars in reserve and endowments funds have been given or promised for our long
-term needs.  Two years ago, we had no idea where to find such support.  Yet God has placed this in our 
laps, overflowing!  We began new ministries in the county jail, and other outreach to Project Mondema, 
and elsewhere.  A few years ago, these were not even things we dreamed about!  Yet God has placed 
this work in our hands!  So, how shall we offer our gratitude for all God’s overflowing and abundant 
mercies?   We have two pathways for giving to express grateful thanks and fund-raising for First 
UMC of Red Wing this year. 
 

For some, support is a Basic Ministry Path for First UMC this year is to raise support for about a  
$230,000 operating budget from all income sources for local ministry, missions and service. To do 
this, what we ask is that members and participants would simply renew their giving at levels slightly 
above current levels.  This is entirely do-able for most of our members, and every gift is important to 
us!   We suggest 5 percent increases for 2020.   
 

However, our Pastor and Council leadership have prayerfully and purposefully sought God’s guidance 
to envision a second pathway of giving for many, a stretch in our giving, which we call the Overflow-
ing Abundance Path. This pathway will be for those who want to more deeply and generously ex-
press gratitude to God, and responsiveness to God’s vision for our service in our parish area, the Red 
Wing community by supporting a $250,000 operating budget, which would include continuing pro-
gram staffing in Care, Education and Outreach to neighbors, and especially to our community’s  vul-
nerable families and older neighbors.   
 

The difference between the two pathways of giving is simply this.  The Basic Ministry Path fully 
funds the “basic functions” of our congregation.  Our facilities are in good condition.  Our pastor and 
music staff lead sound worship.  Administrative support is solid.  The Overflowing Abundance Path 
offers more outreach and care:  +Supports part-time staffing for Care ministry, Education for chil-
dren and youth, Outreach and Neighborly connections, and creative excellence in worship  
+ Extends personal and small group care and connections more widely to our neighbors + Preserves 
and upgrades the physical plant + Relieves human need through Crop Walk, Project Mondema,  
Community Meals, disaster relief, and hands-on mission and payment of our annual apportionment  
+ Targets effective outreach and new relationships for both compassion and growth in participation 
and support for the church. 
 

Our staff and leadership hope the Overflowing Abundance Path inspires  your generous giving to 
support an energized and compassionate mission and ministry within the church and to the communi-
ty.      
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November Worship: Overflowing Abundance  
Our November Work of Mercy is 50% for the church’s Sorin Fund for outreach in the community, 
and 50% for the Red Wing Food Shelf.  November is also our Stewardship and Thanksgiving Month.  
Volunteers to help serve Thanksgiving Dinner on 11/28 may contact Paul Karlen to offer to assist.  
There will be sign-up sheets at the Connection Center for food donations and to volunteer to help. 

 

Soundings—
Overflowing 
Abundance 

Worship Word Preach: 

Music: 

Kids: 

Adult Forum 

11/3 
All Saints 
  
Work of Mercy: 
Sorin Outreach 
Fund and  Food 
Shelf, Thanksgiving 
Dinner 
  

Remember (me), Do 
this in remembrance 
of me 
Jeremiah 23:1-6 
Psalm 46 (10)  
Colossians 1:11-20 
Luke 22:19 
Luke 23:33-43 

Preach: Pastor Clay Oglesbee 
Music: Mikkel Gardner and Erin 
Marcks 
Kids:  Katie 
Special Music:  Erin Marcks and 
Richard Matson-Daley 

 
Family Memories, 
led by Marge Lewis 

11/10 
“Overflowing 
Abundance” 
Stewardship     
Appeal  Sunday 
  

Gift 
Job 19:23-27a  
Psalm 17:1-9 (8)  
2 Thessalonians 2:1-5, 
13-17  
Luke 6:27-38 

Preach: Pastor Clay Oglesbee 
Music:  Kim Cory 
Kids:  Crystal Henderson 
  
Special Music:  Richard Matson-
Daley, vocalist 
  
Interview:  Erin Marcks 
 

 
No Forum 

11/17 
 
  
  

Abundance and 
Scarcity  (The Wid-
ow’s Mite) 
Malachi 4:1-2a  
Psalm 98 (9)  
2 Thessalonians 3:6-
13 
Luke 12:13-21, 
Luke 21:1-4 

Preach:  Katie Matson-Daley 
Music:  Mikkel Gardner and Erin 
Marcks 
Kids: Pastor Clay Oglesbee 
  
Interview:  Erin Marcks 
  
  
  

 
Reverend Cooper Wiggen 
on the Climate Crisis and 
the United Methodist 
Earthkeepers Movement 

11/24 
Thanksgiving 
Weekend 
  
Consecration  
Celebration 
  
Christ the King 
Sunday 
  
  

Gratefulness  
(healed Samaritan 
leper) 
2 Kings 5:1-3, 7-15c 
Psalm 111 (1)  
2 Timothy 2:8-15,  
Luke 17:11-19 
  
  
   
  
  

Preach: Pastor Clay Oglesbee 
Music:  Kim Cory 
Kids:  Crystal Henderson 
  
Special Music:  Tony Pollock, 
trumpet 

 
No Forum  
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Just One More Thing… a note from Pastor Clay Oglesbee 

Prostrate Thanks for Graces Received  

11 On the way to Jerusalem Jesus was going through the region between Samar-
ia and Galilee. 12 As he entered a village, ten lepers approached him. Keeping 
their distance, 13 they called out, saying, “Jesus, Master, have mercy on 
us!” 14 When he saw them, he said to them, “Go and show yourselves to the 
priests.” And as they went, they were made clean. 15 Then one of them, when he 

saw that he was healed, turned back, praising God with a loud voice. 16 He prostrat-
ed himself at Jesus’ feet and thanked him. And he was a Samaritan. 17 Then Jesus 
asked, “Were not ten made clean? But the other nine, where are they? 18 Was none of 
them found to return and give praise to God except this foreigner?” 19 Then he said 
to him, “Get up and go on your way; your faith has made you well.” –Luke 17:11-19  

 
 

Question:  What makes us wholeheartedly and totally grateful for God’s infinite generosity?   
 

Answer:  The Scriptures in Luke’s Gospel teach that this involves noticing and appreciating 
what God has done for us.  In the story of Jesus healing ten lepers, certainly all notice they have 
been healed (!), but only one deeply acknowledges what has happened by throwing himself 
down on the ground before Jesus with grateful thanks.   
 

The Appeal:  This year our Stewardship Appeal for the 2020 budget is a plain appeal to all to 
first recognize God’s infinite generosity toward us, God’s “overflowing” abundance—before we 
ever touch a pledge card or make a financial commitment!  How much, and how many ways, 
has God graciously done for you the many things that are of unending value to you?  You will 
receive a letter in a few days about this infinite grace, and it will be an appeal for wholehearted 
and total thanksgiving on your part, according to the resources you have available.  The basic 
appeal is to tithe (give 10% or more of your income), or increase your current giving by 10% 
for 2020.  We keep reminding everyone that in 2017 our church increased pledged giving by 
over 40% because we were ready to step out in gratitude in hope.  Doing  5% for some, and 
10% or more for others, this year is well within our capacities.  That would truly show pros-
trate gratitude to God and love of neighbor!   
 

Tithing or a 10% increase asked for 2020:  During the last year, we ran into a deficit because 
we did not recognize quickly enough that new or increased pledging was not filling in the 
“gap” created as we used up the grants generously supplied to us by the Minnesota Annual 
Conference (one year, it was over $14,000, and then diminishing amounts for two other years).  
It is now our turn to step up in order to sustain the congregation and to continue the valuable 
ministries of Care (which Jane Stone has built up), of Outreach (which Crystal Henderson 
helped to expand), and of Worship and Education (which many staff and volunteers have sup-
ported).   
 

Not everyone can do this, so we want to be sure to say to each person or household, every gift 
helps!  Give what you can, as the Spirit prompts you to do.   Please pledge and give generously 
when you receive the pledge letter and commitment card!  We will consecrate our pledges and 
tithes on Sunday, November 24 with a day of great Thanksgiving, just before Advent and 
Christmas begin the new Christian year!  May God guide you to open hearts and humble giving!    
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Spiritual Outreach Coordinator - Katie Matson-Daley 
 

My friend VJ’s Facebook post grabbed my attention this week:   
 

“I just spent the evening with 50 men, aged 40 and up.  More than half of them said they 
don’t know their calling or what they’re supposed to do with their lives.  Time to reach and 
teach.”    
 

Last month we had the pleasure of hearing from Mary Lynn Oglesbee about her work with the Center for 
Courage and Renewal, and the work they do around discerning vocation.  We often think about discern-
ing our call or vocation as something that we do when we are teenagers or young adults, or if we are 
among those weirdos called to professional ministry as a pastor or a missionary.  But each one of us has 
a call in the Kingdom of God.   
 
Richard and I spent a week in Trinidad last month.  We were there to celebrate Grandpa’s 100th birth-
day.  Grandpa was a welder by career but he continues to answer God’s call.  He is active in his church on 
the board of deacons and mentoring some of the young(er than 100 year old) men in the congregation. 
He lives his call as a neighbor, greeting passers-by from his veranda, in the same home across the street 
from the school where Richard went to Kindergarten.  He lives his call as a landlord making sure that the 
housing he rents to his tenants is of the best quality.  He lives his call as a father, grandfather and great-
grandfather, calling his children daily to check in and offering wisdom for Godly living.   
 
Frederick Beuchner writes that, “[T]he place God calls you to is the place where your deep gladness and 
the world’s deep hunger meet.”  My deep calling is the mission and ministry of the local church.  Bringing 
people into a deeper relationship with God through worship, fellowship, prayer and discipleship is the 
work that makes my heart sing.  Finding ways to bring the church into the work of transforming the 
world through justice, community, compassion and love brings me more joy than I ever expected.   
 
On Monday of this week, I drove to Rochester to meet with the River Valley District Committee on  
Ordained Ministry for the United Methodist Church.  In sharing my “why Jesus?” story for the group of 
clergy and laity gathered for my interview I was reminded of the joy in my calling.   
 
In some ways, all of us have the same calling.  To do justice, to love mercy, to walk humbly with God.  To 
love God with all our hearts and to love our neighbor as we love ourselves.  In other ways there are at 
least 9 billion different calls; your passions, talents, and life situation shape your call.  Howard Thurman, 
a spiritual advisor to Dr. King once wrote, “Don't ask yourself what the world needs.  Ask yourself what 
makes you come alive and then go do that.  Because what the world needs is people who have come 
alive.”   
 
It had been raining all day as I drove to Rochester.  After I left the interview the sun began to break 
through, and as I got on the highway to head back home the fattest rainbow I have ever seen flooded the 
sky in front of me.  A few hours later I picked up a voicemail from Rev. Dianne Ciesluk of Stanton UMC 
and chair of the committee.  “Katie, it is the unanimous decision of the committee to affirm your call to 
be a Local Licensed Pastor.”   
 
I am looking forward to continuing this walk with you at First UMC Red Wing as your Interim Lead Pas-
tor starting January 1.  I believe that each person in our congregation and in our larger community has a 
call in the Kingdom.  My own experience is that this call evolves over our lifetimes, but that God’s love, 
justice and joy remain.  Let’s continue to discern the call together and walk with boldness where God is 
calling us.   
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ANNUAL HANDCRAFTERS SALE 
 

Date and Time:     
 Saturday, November 23 from 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 
 Sunday, November 24 after church 
 

Location:    Friendship Room 
 

Proceeds to First United Methodist Programming 
 
                                  ITEMS FOR SALE 
 

Microwave hot pads, embroidered dish towels, bird houses 
(decorative or functional), scrubbies, other household items, 
winter wear, Ukrainian eggs, handmade cards, Lefse, Christmas 
decorations and much more 
 

 

Lunch available from the Men’s Cooking Group on Saturday only 
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Caring Ministries Report  - From Jane Stone, Care Coordinator 
 

 

Give Thanks with a Grateful Heart! 
 

That is one of my favorite songs, especially at this time of year, the season of thanks.  As I write this, I 
am especially thankful for our members who are in their 80s and 90s.  On October 20 we celebrated our 
elders in worship, and about half of our 56 members that age (20% of our congregation) were able to 
attend.  I am also thankful for our pastor and pastor-to-be, church staff, church leaders, and this entire 
congregation as we come to the end of Ministry Appreciation Month in October.  I have been busy giving 
thanks to God! 
 
Why should we give thanks to God? 
 
We should give thanks to God for what He has given us:                                         
His “steadfast love” (Psalm 107, numerous verses) 
His “grace” (John 1:16)                                                                                                           
“Victory” through our Lord Jesus Christ (1 Corinthians 15:57) 
His “righteous ordinances” (Psalm 119:62) 
Strength:  “He will also strengthen you to the end” (1 Corinthians 
1:8) 
 
We should give thanks to God for what He has done:                                                    
He has “answered me...[and] become my salvation” (Psalm 118:21). 
He has redeemed us. “While we were still sinners, Christ died for us” (Romans 5:8). 
He has qualified us “to share in the inheritance of the saints in the light” (Colossians 1:12). 
 
We are to give thanks to God for who He is: 
“He is good; for His steadfast love endures forever” (1 Chronicles 16:34). 
He is “faithful and just” (1 John 1:9).  

 

Look at this terrific group of members in their 80s and 90s!  We appreciate their many 
contributions to the ministries of First United Methodist Church! 
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Outreach Ministries 

 
MISSION MARKET (MM) 
The MM ended in October with another successful year.  As of October 20 we had col-
lected $1,075. There will be a final total of our proceeds in the December newsletter.  
Thanks to all who contributed in any way to the Market. – Mardell Bartlett 
 
 

 
CROP WALK 
This year’s Crop Walk provided an opportunity for people to walk together 
on a beautiful fall day to raise funds for local and global hunger relief.  The 
twelve walkers from our church were part of the 290 walkers from the Red 
Wing community.  Final contribution totals are not yet available, but we 
have collected $371.79 from our church members and friends so far.  
Thanks to everyone who walked and/or made donations. 

 

FOOD SHELF 
Winter is coming!!  ‘Tis the season that the RED WING FOOD SHELF 
needs food supplies for hungry people.  Please put a nonperishable food 
item--such as peanut butter, macaroni and cheese, or cereal—in the collec-
tion box in the foyer, or a check designated for the Food Shelf in the offer-
ing plate. Every gift is appreciated! 
 

 
 
FAMILY FARE RECEIPTS 
Please continue to put your Family Fare receipts in the box in Hamline Foyer.         
Receipts from 2017, 2018, and 2019 are currently accepted.  We will soon have a 
total of $150,000 for which the company will give us $1,000.  
 
 
 

 
 
 

PRAYER OPPORTUNITIES 
Our church has two groups that respond to prayer requests. The prayer chain is a 
group of “pray-ers” who receive requests by telephone or email and pray daily for at 

least two weeks for the concern; the Prayer and Care Ministry Team meets twice a month to share 
concerns and lift them up in prayer.  Prayer requests can be made by filling out the yellow prayer 
cards in the pews during a worship service or contacting the pastors, church office (388-3262), or Jane 
Baker (388-9127).  All concerns are kept confidential unless permission is given to put them in the 
bulletin or on the Prayer board.  The Prayer and Care Ministry team will meet Wednesdays, November 
13 and 27, at 11 am, in the Friendship Room.  Everyone is welcome!   
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Women’s Ministry 

Congratulations to Marlene Lampman, the recipient of our UMW’s Special Mission 
Recognition for 2018.  Marlene was recognized for her many hours of service to 
United Methodist Women and to First UMC.    

All women are invited to our November meetings in the Friendship Room. Scarves, hats, and mittens of 
all sizes will be collected for the Christmas Project.  

 Eve Circle—Monday, November 11—9:30 am 

 Ruth Circle—Tuesday, November 12—1 pm 

 Mission Team—Wednesday, December 4—2 pm  

Thank you to everyone who helped with the Fall Rummage Sale.  It was a huge effort made easy      
because of the many people—men and women—who pitched in to help.  Proceeds of more than $1,300 
will go to our church needs and mission efforts.  

The Funeral Committee for November is:  Gayle Boldt, Nancy Enevold, Helen Gustafson, Sue Nelson,  
Carolyn Holmsten, Jo Severson, Bonnie Strusz, and Cindy Youmans. 
 

 

The Cookie Walk is coming!!  Saturday, December 14.  

We will need dozens of Christmas cookies and candies.   

Start planning now! 

 

 

 

 

********************************************************************** 

                               Community Thanksgiving Day Dinner 

Thursday, November 28  

11:30 to 1:00 p.m.  

Red Wing First United Methodist Church 

Wesley Hall 
We are continuing our tradition of serving a traditional turkey dinner on the day of Thanksgiving 
from 11:30 to 1:00 in Wesley Hall.  The dinner is for those who may not have a gathering of fami-
ly and friends to attend, but would like to be with others and enjoy a good meal.  Although there 
is no charge, donations are welcome.  Look for sign-up sheets or talk to Paul Karlen 
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 The Carols of Christmas! 

An afternoon Christmas program especially for seniors.  

(Dressing up and senior status is not required!) 

 

Wednesday, December 4 

2 p.m. 

First United Methodist Church 

 

A program celebrating the history of some of our favor-

ite Christmas carols. Please come to the sanctuary, and 

join us after the program for refreshments in the 

Friendship Room. 

 

Come prepared to sing Christmas hymns and with the 

T-coil activated in your hearing aid.   
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First United Methodist Church 
403 East Ave. 

Red Wing, MN 55066 
 

Phone:  651-388-3262 

    God is on the Move - and So Are We! 
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Lead Pastor 
Rev. Clay Oglesbee 

Email:  redwingrev@gmail.com 
Cell:  507-251-9283  

 
Administrative Assistant 

Cindy Johnston 
Email:  methodistadmin@msn.com 

 
Music Director 

Kim Cory 
Email:  snkcory@gmail.com 

 
Care Coordinator 

Jane Stone 
Email:  janestone1125@msn.com  

 

Office Phone 
651-388-3262 

 

Spiritual Connections Coordinator 
Katie Matson-Daley 

Email:  Katie.E.Matson@Gmail.com  
Cell:  952-297-4691 

 
Outreach Coordinator 

Crystal Henderson 
Email:  rwfumcyouth@gmail.com  

Cell:  651-212-3963 
 

Church Office Hours 
Monday – Friday 11:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

 
General Church Email 

redwingmethodist@msn.com 
 

Church Website 
www.redwingmethodist.org 

 

Sunday Worship               9:30 a.m. 
Fellowship                     10:30 a.m. 
Sunday school (Sept - May) 10:30 a.m. 
Adult Forums   (Sept - May) 10:40 a.m. 
 

 
 

Community Meals in November 

Sundays November 10, 17, and 24 

Served at 5:00 p.m. 
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