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December 2019 Worship
“Figures at the Manger:” Advent and Christmastide
Our December special appeal letter (mailed early in December) is for the general ministries and missions of the First UMC—Red Wing congregation.
Other special missions giving may be made for the Christmas Project (gifts for low-income households in
the Red Wing and Goodhue County area).
Soundings—
Figures at the
Manger

Worship Word

12/1

To Be Mary With God
Isaiah 2:1-5 Psalm 122
Romans 13:11-14
Luke 1:26-38

Preach: Katie Matson-Daley
Music: Mikkel Gardner and Erin
Marcks
Kids: Erin Marcks and Melinda
Brueschke as “Lion and Lamb”
Special Duet for Mary: Erin Marcks
and Mikkel Gardner

Fellowship with
Treats, No Forum

To Be Joseph with God
Isaiah 11:1-10
Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19
Romans 15:4-13
Matthew 1:18-25

Preach: Clay Oglesbee
Music: Kim Cory
Kids: Erin Marcks and Melinda
Brueschke as “Lion and Lamb”
Special Music for Joseph: Keegan
Quinn, Bass Guitar

Church Conference
(annual meeting)

Shepherds

Preach: Clay Oglesbee
Music: Mikkel Gardner and Erin
Marcks
Kids: Erin Marcks and Melinda
Brueschke as “Lion and Lamb”

Christmas Project
Wrapping Gifts and
Lunch

Preach: Katie Matson-Daley
Music: Kim Cory
Kids: Erin Marcks and Melinda
Brueschke as “Lion and Lamb”

Farewell for Pastor
Clay Oglesbee

Preach: Clay Oglesbee
Music: Kim Cory
Kids: Erin Marks and Melinda
Brueschke “Lion and Lamb”
Preach: Katie Matson-Daley
Music: Kim Cory
Kids: Jane Stone

No Gathering

Work of Mercy:
Christmas Project
and Church Appeal

Children time, Musician

Advent 1

12/8
Advent 2

12/15
Advent 3

12/22
Advent 4

12/24 (Tuesday)
Christmas Eve,
4:30 Worship
12/29
1st Sunday after
Christmas
(Transition)

Preacher,

Children’s Song:
The Friendly Beast

Magi and the Mysterious
Quest
Isaiah 7:10-16
Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19
Romans 1:1-7
Luke 2:8-20
Birth (Jesus)
Isaiah 9:2-7 Psalm 96
Titus 2:11-14
Luke 2:1-14 (15-20)
The New Life
Isaiah 63:7-9
Psalm 148
Hebrews 2:10-18
Matthew 2:1-12
Transition Week
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After Worship/
Forum

Friendship
Gathering only
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Just One More Thing… a note from Pastor Clay Oglesbee
Christmas Comes and with It, Farewell
Here is a short note from a program held in New York at the setting where General
George Washington once parted from his staff: In December 1783, George Washington, commander in chief of the Continental Army, stood before his officers in the Long
Room of Fraunces Tavern in New York. The Revolutionary War had ended three
months earlier, with the signing of the Treaty of Paris, and the United States was an
independent nation. On November 25, the remaining British troops had evacuated the last occupied
city—New York.
Washington broke the heavy silence with these words:. “With a heart full of love and gratitude I now take
leave of you. I most devoutly wish that your latter days may be as prosperous and happy as your former
ones have been glorious and honorable.”
Soon we will be saying our Farewell. This will likely be my last point of assignment in parish ministry.
It will complete exactly 450 months(!) , or 37.5 years, of ministry. At such a time I respect and appreciate Washington’s approach; he kept the message short and appreciative. That is what I hope to say to
each of you, “With a heart full of love and gratitude…I take leave of you…May your latter days be prosperous and happy.”
Christmas Eve offers a meaningful farewell moment. It represents one of the most joyous truths of
Christian doctrine and experience--the love God showed us in the Incarnate One, Son of God and Son
of Humankind. It also presents a key moment for gratitude. God has allowed all of us to be companions in ministry for a time. We have said the name of Jesus, proclaimed his graciousness, and invited
all to receive him.
Christmases come and go. Pastors come and go. The key message remains constant. “Faith, hope and
love endure, these three, and the greatest of these is love.” (1 Corinthians 13:13) That is the immense
thing, the larger than life thing. We are saying, “God is with us. The Christ is ‘born’ among us. The
Spirit ‘conceives’ new love.
So, during Advent and Christmas: “God is always here with us! Take joy in believing!”
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!
Pastor Clay and Mary Lynn Oglesbee
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Spiritual Outreach Coordinator - Katie Matson-Daley
A Thrill of Hope
Richard and I recently saw the movie “Harriet,” a biopic about Harriet Tubman, a conductor on the Underground Railroad. In the film, Harriet has a strong prayer life and hears
directly from God as she leads other enslaved people to freedom in the north. When a former slave master tries to convince Harriet that her work to free slaves is in vain Harriet responds with
this line, “God has shown me the future, and in it my people are free.”
One of my favorite lines from any Christmas Carol is in “O Holy Night,” “chains shall He break for the
slave is our brother, and in His name, all oppression shall cease.”
In the 1840s in a village in France, the village priest asked Placide Cappeau to write a Christmas poem.
Cappeau was the local poet and wine merchant, and an atheist. As a gift to this priest he wrote the beautiful poem. The next year, Cappeau realized that his poem would be better if it were set to music, so he
recruited a friend Adolphe Adam, a Jew to write the musical score. The song grew in popularity across
French churches, until the church authorities realized that the song had been written by a Jew and an
atheist and banned it from worship.
But the song continued to be popular. It made its way across the ocean to the United States in the 1850s.
John Dwight Sullivan heard the song and was touched by the lyrics. Sullivan was active in the abolition
movement and a Unitarian minister. These three men, from different faith traditions than my own have
captured the hope that I find in a child born 2,000 years ago.
In France, only one percent of the population could vote, the price of food was skyrocketing, and government corruption would lead to the third revolution in France in a century the next year. For Sullivan, in
the United States, the horrors of slavery were still a reality, and even years before the civil war began,
deadly battles were being fought in the Kansas territory over the issue of slavery. These were not hopeful times.
There is another line in “O Holy Night,” that confuses me, “A THRILL of HOPE. The weary world rejoices.”
I understand a weary world. You maybe do too. But a thrill of hope? That’s more confusing. What is a
thrill of hope?
According to The Bible Project online, one of the Hebrew words for hope, “Is qavah, which also means
“to wait.” It’s related to the Hebrew word qav, which means “cord.” When you pull a qav tight, you produce a state of tension until there’s release. That’s qavah: the feeling of tension and expectation while
you wait for something to happen. . . “Biblical hope is based on a person, which makes it different from
optimism. Optimism is about choosing to see, in any situation, how circumstances could work out for
the best… hopeful people in the Bible often recognize there’s no evidence things will get better, but you
choose hope anyway . . .”
Hope is hard. But if our hope is in the person of God, maybe I can start to imagine what that feels like.
As I hope, I feel the tension between what is, and what God means for there to be. The world is weary.
There are chains of oppression that keep us from the full brother and sisterhood of all of humanity. But I
will choose the thrill of hope. I am putting my hope in a God who came to set All people free. God’s law
is love, and the gospel is peace.
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The Carols of Christmas!
An afternoon Christmas program especially for seniors.
(Dressing up and senior status is not required!)

Wednesday, December 4
2 p.m.
First United Methodist Church
A program celebrating the history of some of our
favorite Christmas carols. Please come to the
sanctuary, and join us after the program for
refreshments in the Friendship Room.

Come prepared to sing Christmas hymns and with the
T-coil activated in your hearing aid.
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Caring Ministries Report - From Jane Stone, Care Coordinator
The Christmas rush has begun! With Thanksgiving so late this year, there are fewer days between the
two holidays. There’s so much to do—decorating, baking, shopping, wrapping gifts, sending cards—
that it easily becomes a stressful time rather than a peaceful time. How can we make Christmas more
peaceful?
There are several articles on the internet with ideas for just that—making Christmas and the entire
holiday season more peaceful. Here are some of the best thoughts:
Decide what you want—Do you want a quiet Christmas Day at home in your pajamas, or do you enjoy
the noise of a large family celebration? Do you love to prepare a huge meal, or do you prefer something
simple? Do you enjoy shopping for gifts, making homemade gifts, or foregoing gifts entirely? Decide
what you want! This is not selfish. The Latin root of the word “desire” means “of the Father.” Your
deep desires will benefit you and those around you in surprisingly meaningful ways.
Ask family members which holiday traditions are most meaningful for them—Which three
holiday traditions or activities matter most to them? Listen, write them down, and make these your
guidelines for the holiday season. The answers are often simple and meaningful.
Say “no” to things that don’t really matter—Thanks to Pastor Clay, our Church Council and other
committees do not meet during the month of December. (This year, however, we have a Church Conference on December 8 to accept the Investing in Congregations Grant.) There are plenty of things to do
during the holidays, and unless there is something that is urgent, meetings can wait!
Say “yes” to the things that matter most—When you say “no” to some things, that makes way for
saying “yes” to other things—often, things that are more important and meaningful. Say “yes” to quality
family time, meaningful exchanges with those you love, and service to those who are less fortunate.
Bring the true spirit of Christmas to your home—When I was growing up, we always went to
Grandma and Grandpa’s on Christmas Day, along with aunts, uncles, and all 16 cousins. Uncle Tom
would start the celebration by reading the Christmas story from the Bible. Later, as an adult, I brought
my family to my parents’ home on Christmas Day, where there were always some additional guests—
usually friends of my grandmother, who were widows without family nearby with whom to celebrate.
Who can we reach out to this Christmas and invite to our Christmas celebrations?
An anonymous writer said:
Every time a hand reaches out
to help another....that is Christmas.
Every time someone puts anger aside
and strives for understanding…
that is Christmas.
Every time people forget their differences
and realize their love for each other …
that is Christmas.
May this Christmas bring us
closer to the spirit of human understanding,
closer to the blessing of peace!
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Outreach Ministries
MISSION MARKET (MM)
The MM ended in October with another successful year. We collected $1,083 this year.
This will be divided equally between Habitat for Humanity and for our Goodhue County Adult Detention Center Art Program. Thanks to all who contributed in any way to
the Market.

FOOD SHELF
The RED WING FOOD SHELF needs food for hungry people, especially
during the holiday season. Please put a nonperishable food item--such as
canned vegetables, pasta, or cereal—in the collection box in the foyer, or
a check designated for the Food Shelf in the offering plate. Every gift is
appreciated!

FAMILY FARE RECEIPTS
Urgently needed: Family Fare/Econo receipts for 2017, 2018, and 2019 to
meet our goal of $150,000 by the end of 2019. Please put them in the collection
box in the foyer. Receipts from 2017 will not be accepted after December 31 and
if we don’t reach $150,000 by then we will have to toss all the 2017 ones that we
have collected.

PRAYER OPPORTUNITIES
Our church has two groups that respond to prayer requests. The prayer chain is a
group of “pray-ers” who receive requests by telephone or email and pray daily for at
least two weeks for the concern; the Prayer and Care Ministry Team meets twice a month to share
concerns and lift them up in prayer. Prayer requests can be made by filling out the yellow prayer
cards in the pews during a worship service or contacting the pastors, church office (388-3262), or Jane
Baker (388-9127). All concerns are kept confidential unless permission is given to put them in the
bulletin or on the Prayer Board.
The Prayer and Care Ministry Team will meet only once this month on Wednesday, December 11 at
11 am, in the Friendship Room.
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Women’s Ministry
Saturday, December 14, is UMW’s annual Cookie Walk. This event provides a
wonderful opportunity for people to stock their supplies of Christmas cookies and
candy! All church members are asked to donate 4 to 6 dozen holiday cookies or
candy or to make a cash or check (made out to UMW) donation. Cookies should be brought to the
church kitchen on Friday, December 13 from 8 am until 7 pm. The doors to the Hamline foyer on East
Avenue will be open. Funds raised will go to our church needs and local and global missions. Workers
are needed on Friday, Dec. 13, and Sat., Dec. 14. If you can help, please contact Christie Brown at 3883124.
The UMW Circles will gather together on Tuesday, December 10 at 1 pm in the Friendship Room
to celebrate Christmas. All women are invited! A sign-up sheet is on the Connection Center.
Get more information about UMW from local president Jane Baker (388-9127,
janekbaker@yahoo.com) or online at www.unitedmethodistwomen.org
The UMW Mission Team will not meet in December, but will meet Wednesday, January 8 at 2 pm
in the Friendship Room with kitchen cleaning at 1 pm.
The Funeral Committee for December is: Rosemary Alley, Nancy Barth, Dee Bigelbach, Marcy
Boldt, Melissa Ramberg, Yvonne Childs, Clare Larkin, Elizabeth Rassier, and Bertha Tiedeman.

UMW Cookie Walk
SATURDAY
DECEMBER 14th
Please fill out and return the bottom portion of this insert if you are willing to bring 4-6 dozen
homemade holiday cookies or candy (whatever you feel you can donate) or make a cash donation.
Bring your cookies and candy to the church between 8 am and 7 pm on Friday, December13th.
Keep this portion as a reminder.
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Tear off this portion and place it in the offering plate, or return it to the church office.—Thank
you!!
I will bring 4-6 dozen cookies/candy to the UMW Cookie Walk
I am unable to donate cookies/candy but will make a cash donation of $________________
Name__________________________________________________________
8

Phone __________________________
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Cancer Care Ministries Training
Jane Stone, Care Coordinator
As you know, I attended Cancer Care Ministries Leadership Training sponsored by Our Journey of
Hope, an educational outreach of the Pastoral Care Department at Cancer Treatment Centers of
America, the end of September. This training provided the tools, training, and support to develop a
cancer care ministry within our congregation. Because these fall months have been so busy, I have
waited to offer Cancer Care Ministries Training for members of our congregation after the holidays.
There will be eight sessions. If you are interested, please let me know and share with me your
preferred day and time for training. I am quite flexible. Is there a certain day of the week that would
be better for you? Do you prefer daytime or evening?
According to the American Cancer Society, more than 1.5 million people are diagnosed with cancer
every year. Over 12 million people who are alive today have a history of cancer. That includes me.
A cancer diagnosis affects many—immediate family plus relatives, in-laws, close friends, and coworkers. Many within our church feel the impact of cancer diagnoses. As a church, we know that prayer is
important, as well as meals and visits. To effectively minister to cancer patients and their families, we
need to help cancer patients and their families navigate their path with hope. Please consider joining
me in this important ministry!

Thanks to everyone who walked, sponsored, or
otherwise helped with this year’s CROP Walk.







Red Wing collectively raised $8,954.84. (last year $7,135)
We are able to send 25% of the 2019 total donations to our local food
shelf, $2,038.75
Collectively we had 263 walkers! (Last year 87)
Our church had 11 walkers (last year 10)
Our church raised $520. (Last year $506)
There was a 20% increase over last year of walkers and donations

Coffee Connections
Coffee Connections, fall 2019, included lively discussions, a few tears and lots of laughter. Topics
included: Who is God? What/where is heaven? What about forgiveness? We always began our
discussion with prayer and some of what the Bible had to say about our topic. From there, members
added their own life experience and ideas, and asked related
questions of their own.
All attendees became not only learners, but also teachers. Wild
at times, but always interesting; it was fun!
If you are interested in being part of a similar small group
beginning in January, contact either Dianne Korfhage or Crystal
Henderson. If you would consider leading a small group contact
Pastor Katie Matson-Daley.
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CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

Lead Pastor
Rev. Clay Oglesbee
Email: clay.northfield@gmaill.com
Cell: 507-251-9283

Spiritual Connections Coordinator
Katie Matson-Daley
Email: Katie.E.Matson@Gmail.com
Cell: 952-297-4691

Administrative Assistant
Cindy Johnston
Email: methodistadmin@msn.com

Outreach Coordinator
Crystal Henderson
Email: rwfumcyouth@gmail.com
Cell: 651-212-3963

Music Director
Kim Cory
Email: snkcory@gmail.com

Church Office Hours
Monday – Friday 11:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.

Care Coordinator
Jane Stone
Email: janestone1125@msn.com

General Church Email
redwingmethodist@msn.com

Office Phone
651-388-3262

Church Website
www.redwingmethodist.org

Sunday Worship
Fellowship
Sunday school (Sept - May)
Adult Forums (Sept - May)

9:30 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
10:40 a.m.

Community Meals in December
Sundays December 8, 15, and 22
Served at 5:00 p.m.
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