The First Word
February 2020 A Hearing Friendly Church - Try Our Looping
First United Methodist Church ~ 403 East Ave. Red Wing, MN 55066
Our Vision: We are people who have faith that God is on the Move!

Lent at First UMC
Ash Wednesday
We will have an Ash Wednesday Service on Wednesday,
February 26 at 6:30 in the sanctuary. Unlike previous years,
there will NOT be an ecumenical Wednesday evening
worship service on the other Wednesdays in Lent.

Book Study
Along with United Methodists across the Minnesota and Dakotas Episcopal Area, we will be hosting a
book study on Tom Berlin’s book, Reckless Love. Here’s a description of the book from the conference
website:
In his exploration of Jesus’ teaching and travels with his disciples, Berlin—senior pastor of
Floris United Methodist Church in Herndon, Virginia—suggests that Jesus teaches us how to
love God with heart, soul, mind, and strength by showing us how to love our neighbor.
His book contends that maybe we have it a little backwards. As Christians, we strive to
follow Jesus’ teaching to love God with all our heart, soul, mind, and strength which in turn,
we hope will help us better love our family, friends, and leaders…our neighbors. But what if
we turned that around and put the emphasis on loving our family, friends, leaders, and yes,
our neighbors? Might we then find that becoming a better neighbor leads us into the deep
and loving relationship we’re striving to have with God? In “Reckless Love,” you will consider how to follow the Greatest Commandment and learn how your love for the people around
you can completely renew your faith and give you a new experience of loving God.
We’d like to have as many people as possible participate in the study. Can you let us know if you’d be
interested in participating and what time would be best for you? We may not be able to find an option
that works for everyone, but we’ll try. Studies will start the week of March 1. Books are about $11
each, we’ll place a group order once we know how many people are interested. If cost is an issue
please let Pastor Katie know and we’ll provide a book for you.
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
I am interested in participating in a Reckless Love book study. The time(s) that would work best for me are:


Sundays after Church 10:30 am – 11:30 am



Weekday afternoons: Tuesday, Thursday or Friday (circle which day)



Tuesday evenings 6:30pm

My name: ________________________________________________________________________
Email: ____________________________________________________________________________ Best Phone Number: __________________________
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February 2020 Worship
Lessons from the Mountain
Our Lectionary texts for the month of February take us to the mountain. We’ll
spend three weeks with the Sermon on the Mount before we hear the story of the Transfiguration.
Through these four weeks we’ll explore what spiritual lessons we can glean from the scriptures, but also
through the wisdom of folks who have climbed major mountains.
Our special Work of Mercy offering for February is for Project Mondema:
Through our partnership with the United Methodist Church in Mondema, Sierra Leone, as well as the
Sierra Leone Foundation for New Democracy, First UMC-Red Wing is supporting permaculture
farming, early childhood education and social enterprise cooperatives in the village of Mondema,
Sierra Leone.
As always, gifts for our monthly “Work of Mercy,” can be placed in the offering plate or in the church
office. Please mark the outside of your envelope or the memo line of your check with “Work of MercyMondema.”

Feb 2

Feb 9
Feb 16

Feb 23

Wed
Feb 26

Scripture and
Theme

Leaders

After Worship

Basecamp
Matthew 5:1-12

Preacher: Rev. Kathleen Zielinski

Children’s Sunday
School.
Youth Caribou Group.
Stay tuned for Adult
Forum Speakers.

Courage to Climb

Preacher: Pastor Katie Matson-Daley

Matthew 5:13-20

Music: Kim Cory

Landslides

Preacher: Pastor Katie Matson-Daley

Matthew 5:21-37

Music: Mikkel Gardner & Erin Marcks

At The Pinnacle

Preacher: Pastor Katie Matson-Daley

Matthew 17:1-9

Music: Kim Cory

Ash Wednesday 6:30 p.m.

Traditional Ash Wednesday Service with
imposition of ashes.

Music: Mikkel Gardner & Erin Marcks

Valentine’s Brunch,
small charge for brunch.
See Page 6 - Men’s
Cooking Group
Children’s Sunday
School.
Youth Caribou Group.
Stay tuned for Adult
Forum Speakers.

Consider a commitment to pray this prayer for our church and community once each day in 2020.
Loving God,
We yearn for you with all of our hearts. We hunger for more of your spirit-vision for our church
and the well-being of the Red Wing community. You love us, you hear us, you have amazing plans
for us. Show us where you are and give us courage to keep moving toward you and our neighbor
with hope, love, and boldness. In Jesus' name. Amen
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Interim Pastor Katie Matson-Daley
Have you heard the phrase, “meet cute,” before? “In film and television, a meet cute is
a scene in which the two people who will form a future romantic couple meet for the first
time, typically under unusual, humorous, or "cute" circumstances.” Richard and I don’t
have a meet cute. We can’t even come to an agreement about what our first date was,
but we love telling the story of how we fell in love. Recently I sat with one of our
members and asked him how he met his wife. Their story is classic meet cute, right out of a romantic
comedy. I won’t give away names but it involved student nurses, a summer night and a car. There’s
something about hearing someone’s love story that connects us to them in a way that other conversations don’t.
It’s not just romantic love, it can be the love for a pet or a friend or a parent. It might be the love for an
activity. Fifteen years ago I sat in an Administrative Board meeting at church with Al. Al was arguing
for one position, I was arguing for another. I left that meeting ANGRY with Al and convinced of my
own self-righteousness. The next night, at our community meal the only open seat in the room was
next to Al. I begrudgingly took my bowl of chili and sat down next to him. Al’s daughter had just had a
baby, so I asked about Al’s new grandson. As Al pulled pictures of Dylan out of his wallet and told me
about what it was like to hold his first grandson the love was so evident, and I felt as though scales
were falling from my eyes. Al wasn’t a bad man fighting for something I disagreed with just to be
mean. Al was doing what he thought was right. Al was a man who loved his children and grandchildren. Al was a man who loved the church. We disagreed on the way to best love our church and our
community, but we did not disagree on that love.
Growing in love of God and neighbor is the main work of growing in Holiness. The more we love God
and our neighbor, the more we imitate Christ and become the image of God we were always meant to
be.
Saint Clare of Assisi said, “We become what we love and who we love shapes what we become. If we love
things, we become a thing. If we love nothing, we become nothing. Imitation is not a literal mimicking of
Christ, rather it means becoming the image of the beloved, an image disclosed through transformation.
This means we are to become vessels of God's compassionate love for others.”
So this February, while the stores will fill up with red and pink hearts, and the TV commercials will try
to convince us that only diamonds will show her that you care, consider love in these directions:


How can I learn about the people and things that the people in my life love? Can learning
about their love help me love them better?



What am I doing to love God, my neighbor and myself more deeply? What action can I take to
grow in that love?



What do I love that has shaped me?
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Caring Ministries Report - From Jane Stone, Care Coordinator
In honor of Valentine’s Day this month, let’s consider what kind of hearts we have.
Understanding Heart – Proverbs 8:5--“O simple ones, learn prudence; acquire intelligence, you who
lack it.”
True Heart – Hebrews 10:22--“… let us approach with a true heart in full assurance of faith, with our
hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure water.”
Wise Heart – Ecclesiastes 8:5--“Whoever obeys a command will meet no harm, and the wise mind will
know the time and way.”
Sanctified Heart – 1 Peter 3:15--“…but in your hearts sanctify Christ as Lord. Always be ready to make
your defense to anyone who demands from you an accounting for the hope that is in you;”
Singing Heart – Ephesians 5:19--“…as you sing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs among
yourselves, singing and making melody to the Lord in your hearts…”
Pure Heart – Matthew 5:8--“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.”
Trusting Heart – Psalm 28:7--“The Lord is my strength and my shield; in him my heart trusts;
so I am helped, and my heart exults, and with my song I give thanks to him.”
Diligent Heart – Proverbs 4:23--”Keep your heart with all vigilance, for from it flow the springs of
life.”
Rejoicing Heart – Psalm 13:5--“But I trusted in your steadfast love; my heart shall rejoice in your
salvation.”
Contrite Heart – Psalm 51:17--“The sacrifice acceptable to God is a broken spirit; a broken and
contrite heart, O God, you will not despise.”
Upright Heart – Psalm 97:11--“Light dawns for the righteous, and joy for the upright in heart.”
Glad Heart – Psalm 16:9--“Therefore my heart is glad, and my soul rejoices; my body also rests
secure.”
Clean Heart – Psalm 51:10--“Create in me a clean heart, O God, and put a new and right spirit within
me.”
Fixed Heart – Psalm 57:7--“My heart is steadfast, O God, my heart is steadfast. I will sing and make
melody.”
Loving Heart – Luke 10:27--“He answered, ‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and
with all your soul, and with all your strength, and with all your mind; and your neighbor as yourself.’”

Valentine’s Day Prayer
I said a Valentine prayer for you

I asked Him for sincere love,

I prayed for love from family

and asked the Lord above

the kind that’s meant to stay,

and from every cherished friend.

to fill your heart and bless your soul

just like the generous love you give

Then I asked the Lord to give you

with the precious gift of love.

to those you touch each day.

His love that knows no end.
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Outreach Ministries
FOOD SHELF
Thank you for your gifts to the RED WING FOOD SHELF! Please
continue to support this need by putting a nonperishable food item--such
as peanut butter, macaroni and cheese, or canned fruit—in the collection
box in the foyer, or a check designated for the Food Shelf in the offering
plate. Every gift is appreciated!

FAMILY FARE RECEIPTS
Please continue to put your Family Fare receipts in the box in Hamline Foyer. Receipts
from 2018, 2019, and 2020 are accepted. In December we submitted $150,000 worth of
receipts and are awaiting our $1,000 check. Thanks to everyone who turned in receipts!

PRAYER AND CARE MINISTRIES
The Prayer and Care Ministry Team meet twice a month to share concerns and lift
them in prayer. Prayer requests can be made by filling out the yellow prayer cards in the
pews during a worship service or contacting the pastor (952-297-46991), church office
(388-3262), or Jane Baker (388-9127). All concerns are kept confidential unless permission is given to put them in the bulletin or on the Prayer Board. With permission, prayer
concerns are passed on to the email prayer chain for additional prayer.
The Prayer and Care Ministry Team organizes extended communion quarterly. If you would like to
receive communion in your home in March, or know of someone who would like to, or if you would
like to deliver communion, please contact the pastor or Jane Baker by February 26.
The Prayer and Care Ministry Team will meet Wednesdays, February 12 and 26 at 11 a.m. in the
Friendship Room.

Handcrafter’s February Meeting
The February meeting of the Handcrafters will be February 13 on the usual second
Thursday morning of the month. People are asked to begin bringing a recipe of a
favorite appetizer and a bread/roll. The intent is to make up a recipe book that can be
sold at the annual sale in November.
In addition, Marne Kenitz will be teaching origami (paper folding). She made the origami boxes that
were sold at last year’s sale. Those who don’t want to learn origami just bring your usual project and
work on that. Anyone wanting to learn another craft is welcome to come and crafters are willing to
give instructions. See you on the 13th. - Mardell Bartlett
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Women’s Ministry
All women are invited to UMW Circle and Mission Team meetings. All meetings
are in the Friendship Room of the church unless otherwise noted. The schedule
for February is as follows:
 Eve Circle—Monday, February 10, 9:30 am, Sue Nelson chairman (388-6062)
 Ruth Circle—Tuesday, February 11, 1 pm, Margaret Foster chairman (388-4459)
 Mission Team—Wednesday, February 26, 2 pm; kitchen cleaning @ 1pm
Looking forward, the UMW Sunday will be March 29. More about that next month!
We will host the River Valley District Spring Gathering on Saturday, April 25. Persons will be needed to
donate bars and to help with greeting, ushering, and serving. The program will be Art and Soul by our
own Erin Marks. This is an opportunity to be inspired and to meet UMW sisters from other churches in
our district. For more information contact Jane Baker.
For more information about UMW, contact president Jane Baker (388-9127, janekbaker@yahoo.com),
or look online at www.unitedmethodistwomen.org
The funeral committee for February is: Brenda Blair, Phyl Hendrickson, Carol Berg, Marne Kenitz,
Kate Miller, Nada Moore, Donna Muller, Hazel Muller, Judy Plein, Elvira Sigmund, and Mickey Zimmer.

Men’s Cooking Team
The Men’s Cooking Team is planning on having a monthly brunch
after worship. There will be a charge for the brunch to at least cover
the cost of the meal.
We will have our first brunch on February 16th, which will be a joint effort
with the Welcoming Committee. This will be a Valentine Brunch.
The menu will be a gluten-free egg bake, a homemade bran muffin, orange juice,
milk or coffee.
So we can have some idea how many to plan for, we ask that you call the
church office or sign up at the Connection Center.
The cost of the meal will be $5.00 per person at the door. Children
under age 12 are free.
Special valentine treats will be provided by the Welcoming Committee.
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Letters, Notes and Appreciation
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Dear Friends, today starts a New Year and major changes in our lives. This past year was unlike anything we ever
expected.
2019 began when Steve and I had a wonderful winter at Wolf Bay in Foley, Alabama. There we have a family of
friends that we love and Wolf Bay feels like home. We truly enjoyed spending our winters down there! The end of
March we headed home for Easter and farming. Of course there was plenty of rain last spring, and the
farming wasn’t done, but we had to leave and get to our favorite place on earth…..Krueger’s Harmony Beach on
Lake Kabetogama. Again...friends that are like family and a beautiful setting that God blessed with terrific fishing,
beautiful sunsets and in season the best grouse hunting ever!
And then we found out that Steve had something called Urothelial Cancer. This vicious cancer roared into our
lives like an F5 tornado - destroying and shaking the foundation of our lives in 5 1/2 months. I believe that after
the first terrifying, immobilizing, I can’t breathe moments….that’s when you remember God. He is there to wrap
you in his arms and absorb your tears and terror.
There were tests, biopsies, and more tests. Chemo infusions, kidney drains placed, more infusions and infections
along the way. November 5th, Steve had surgery to remove the tumor. I didn’t know that he would never be
home again. I’m not sure I could have made the trip if I knew the ending.
We had the best Doctors and care teams you could ever want. They were exceptionally gifted, intelligent, professional and caring. During surgery, they removed the tumor which was the size of a deflated football. The Doctors
came every day to check on Steve. They told Steve he was a special case and they did everything to help him get
well.
Steve said before the surgery: “It’s out of our hands. It’s not our will but God’s will to what the outcome will be.”
Steve was braver and stronger in his faith than I. You all know the end of this story. Steve passed away on
Wednesday, November 27th. Candace was there and was able to say goodbye and then she went to the Hope
Lodge where she and I were going to spend the next few nights to be close to Steve. I was there with Steve when
the angels came and I told him to go with them and that the eagles would guide the way home.
People...I learned a lot. *Life is short - we never know when our time is at hand. Steve, Candace and I did have
time for those end of life conversations before he had surgery. We talked about our lives and said the things that
you wish you would have said to your loved one when they were alive. So… don’t wait….. say them.
*Smile. Our daughter Candace makes us smile and we are proud of her. Candace has strength that she hasn’t
even recognized in herself. She had a special bond with her Dad. Their quick wit and the comebacks they shared
always left me wondering...where did that come from?
*Never quit believing or hoping for the best outcome. Until I gave the order to take away the life support from
Steve, I never believed the end was near. Steve knew and he just wanted to “go home.” I just wanted to keep him.
*Life is for living...so live. Don’t wait to retire, get older or until you can afford it. Take a chance and live. We will
never regret it.
I also learned that you can’t do this journey to death alone. There were so many of you that lifted Candace, Steve
and I up along the way. You took Steve to doctor appointments; picked up Candace in the middle of the night to
bring her back to the University Hospital; prayed for us; thought of us during your busy days and nights; texted us
with prayers, hugs and encouragement; came to the house and hospital (Steve really enjoyed those special visits);
spent time with us during surgery and just waiting; took us to eat; handed out hugs every time we saw you; sent
cards; called to check with us; and held us when we cried.
But the list doesn’t end there...after Steve was gone you all came forward again to: hug us more; bring food and
drink; shovel snow; offer hope for the days ahead; share memories; bring flowers and plants, offered helping
hands for projects that needed to be done; came to show respect for “the best boss I ever worked for;” provided
deer sausage from deer camp which Steve missed this year; gave generously to the American Cancer Society Hope
Lodge in Minneapolis; and more. Pastor Clay prayed with us and for us through the whole journey and had an
incredible service for Steve’s celebration of life.
You have touched our hearts and lifted us many, many times during this journey. It is overwhelming and
humbling to receive the outpouring of love and caring that has surrounded Steve, Candace and I. “Thank you”
from the bottom of our hearts. ~ Vicky and Candace Koehn
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God is on the Move - and So Are We!
A Hearing-Friendly Church - Try Our Looping

Interim Pastor
Pastor Katie Matson-Daley
Email: Katie.E.Matson@Gmail.com
Cell: 952-297-4691

Education and Neighbor Connections Coordinator
Crystal Henderson
Email: rwfumcyouth@gmail.com
Cell: 651-212-3963
Church Office Hours
Monday – Friday 11:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.

Administrative Assistant
Cindy Johnston
Email: methodistadmin@msn.com

General Church Email
redwingmethodist@msn.com

Music Director
Kim Cory
Email: snkcory@gmail.com

Church Website
www.redwingmethodist.com

Care and Senior Connections Coordinator
Jane Stone
Email: janestone1125@msn.com

Sunday Worship
Fellowship
Sunday school (Sept - May)
Adult Forums (Sept - May)

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

Office Phone
651-388-3262

9:30 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
10:40 a.m.
10:45 a.m.

Community Meals in February
Sundays February 9, 16, and 23
Served at 5:00 p.m.
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