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The First Word 
May2020 A Hearing Friendly Church - Try Our Looping  

First United Methodist Church ~ 403 East Ave.  Red Wing, MN 55066 
Our Vision:  We are people who have faith that God is on the Move! 

My dearly beloved, 
 

On Palm Sunday, I announced that it is the intention of Bishop Bruce Ough to appoint me as 
the lead Pastor of the Beloved Church, Saint Paul this summer.  My final Sunday worship-
ping with you will be June 14, 2020 and my first Sunday in Saint Paul will be June 28. 
 

I have loved being your pastor, and I hate that my time with you is ending while we are in 
the middle of this pandemic.  I do not know what the next six or seven weeks looks like for 

us, but know this, you are deeply loved by God and me.  
 

I wish that we could gather together for worship, I wish that we could hug one another and offer hand-
shakes, I wish that we could sit at the tables in the friendship room and share coffee and treats together.  
But I know this, we are the church and we matter to one another. 
 

I am trying to connect with as many of you as I can before our time together wraps up.  So please reach 
out via phone or email or snail mail.  My phone number is 952-297-4691.   Email is 
Katie.e.matson@gmail.com, and snail mail is 8120 E. Point Douglas Rd. S, Cottage Grove, MN 55016.   
 

Grace and peace,  
Pastor Katie 
 

Mother’s Comfort 
 

May has traditionally been a month full of celebrations in my family.  My family has lots of May birthdays, 
and there’s May Day, Cinco de Mayo, Memorial Day, and Mother’s Day.  May is the month when  
students often go to prom, and schools hold graduations. 
 

In year’s past there has been an almost hectic, joyful energy around the month of May, so many end-of-
the year banquets or festivals or family parties.  This year everything feels different.  
 

On Monday this week, the sky was gray, the weather was cold and Richard and I both woke up feeling a 
little weary.  I had an appointment in the morning and decided to use the drive through at the coffee 
shop in our neighborhood to get a little comfort in the form of hot frothy milk and espresso for the two of 
us.  As I waited for my turn in line I started thinking of the word comfort.  
 

My mom is the queen of taking care of folks; giving, and doing things to share comfort.  She sewed masks 
and mailed them to family members all over the country.  She sewed quilts and sent one to each of my  
sisters and me.  She drove 45 minutes across town to drop off homemade jams, cookies, sausage and 
lefse a couple weeks ago to comfort Richard and I with contactless delivery and a wave across the park-
ing lot of our apartment building.   
 

Isaiah 66:13 speaks of God as a comforting mother presence in our lives: 
As a mother comforts her child, 
    so I will comfort you; 
    in Jerusalem you will be comforted. 

 

There are many who are grieving, anxious, traumatized or stressed right now.  But as we approach  
Mother’s Day, we worship a God who promises to comfort us as a mother comforts her child.  May you 
find comfort in our loving God.  May you share the comforting love of God with those in your life.   
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Worship Calendar – May 2020 
While Bishop Ough’s instructions for churches suspending in person worship is scheduled 
to lift May 10, it is unlikely that we will be able to gather in groups larger than 10 per CDC 
guidelines.  Therefore, worship will likely continue online.  If you are unable to access 
online worship and would like a paper copy of the sermon and order of worship, please 
contact Cindy and she will add you to the list of folks receiving printed copies.  
MethodistAdmin@MSN.com or 651-388-3262  
 

We will continue our “Jesus Files:  Mysteries of the Resurrection” series in May.  The  
Pentecost season will begin on May 31.   
 

       

 

Speaking Our Vision Into The World - 
We are people who have faith that God is on the move, everywhere, in and beyond Red Wing. 
We are people who hope in a God who is on the move, influencing our relationships in our  
community and our world. 
 

We are a people who love it that God is on the move, for us and for our neighbors, calling us to 
growth, compassion, connection, and service. 
 

Loving God,  
We yearn for you with all of our hearts.  We hunger for more of your spirit-vision for our church 
and the well-being of the Red Wing community.  You love us,  hear us, and have amazing plans for 
us.  Show us where you are and give us courage to keep moving toward you and our neighbor 
with hope, love, and boldness.  In Jesus' name.  Amen 
 

      

May 3 John 10:1-10 Bandits and Thieves 
 

May 10 
                  (Mother’s Day) 

John 14:1-14 Many Mansions 

May 17 John 14:15-21 An Unseen Advocate 
 

May 24 
          (Graduation Sunday) 

John 17:1-11 The Big Reveal 

May 31  
             (Pentecost Sunday) 

Acts 2:1-21 Fire and Wind 

mailto:MethodistAdmin@MSN.com
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Caring Ministries Report  - From Jane Stone, Care Coordinator 
 

As I write this, the last of the snow is melting (at least, I HOPE it’s the last!), and temperatures are  
expected to warm the next few days.  The sunshine is welcome after our Easter snowstorm, which 
brought six inches of heavy, wet snow.  On this day, when I received word that a dear friend is dying,  
it’s difficult to remain optimistic.  So…I searched the internet for springtime inspiration.  Here are a  
couple of the messages I found. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

I am trying to be optimistic.  I have been calling some of our older members, and I am SO IMPRESSED 
with their positive attitudes during this time of Covid-19.  Although some admit boredom, others tell me 
about walking their driveways with their walkers, doing exercises in the hallway of their assisted living 
residence, doing video chats with grandchildren, and staying in touch in other ways.  Some are going for 
rides to get a change of scenery, and one member in her 80s is delivering meals for children. 
 

We have HOPE!  It was rekindled with the Easter resurrection, and our prayers will certainly be  
answered.  We are in the season of Eastertide, the season in the liturgical year of Christianity that  
focuses on celebrating the resurrection of Jesus Christ.  HE LIVES!  HALLELUJAH!  We celebrate  
Eastertide for 50 days, starting on Easter Sunday and ending on Pentecost Sunday, which is May 31st 
this year.     
 

We read in Isaiah 40:31, “But those who hope in the LORD will renew their strength.  They will soar on 
wings like eagles; they will run and not grow weary; they will walk and not be faint.”  Let’s renew our 
strength by following the recommended guidelines for dealing with the Coronavirus and at the same 
time remaining connected with others in whatever means are available to us.  Let’s also PRAY!   
A Covid-19 prayer calendar is included to help focus our prayers this month. 

  May 2020 – COVID-19 Prayer Calendar; please pray for…   

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

          1 

Members of 
our church 

family 

2 

Those in our Red 
Wing community 

3 

People of  
Minnesota 

4 

People all over 
the world 

5 

Nurses 

6 

Doctors 

7 

Grocery Store 
Workers 

8 

Delivery 
Workers 

9 

People working 
from home 

10 
Pharmacy 

workers 

11 
Teachers 

12 
Scientists 

13 
Hospitals 

14 
Clinics 

15 
The  

Unemployed 

16 
Homeless  

Shelters 

17 
Friends we are 
missing 

18 
Students 

19 
Children  
missing their 
activities & 
play dates 

20 
Parents who 
are home-
schooling 

21 
Family we  
cannot see 

22 
High School 
Seniors 

23 
College Students 

24 
Covid-19  
Patients 

25 
People who died 
from Covid-19 

26 
Family mem-
bers of those 

with Covid-19 

27 
All who suffer 
from depres-

sion or anxiety 

28 
Caregivers 

29 
Those who are 
quarantined 

30 
Those who are 
hospitalized 

31 

A Cure for 
Covid-19 

  

Optimism Blooms 
An optimist is the human 

personification of spring. 
--Susan J. Bissonette 

Hope Rekindled 
Expect to have hope rekindled.  Expect your prayers to be answered in  

wondrous ways.  The dry seasons in life do not last.   
The spring rains will come again. 

--Sarah Ban Breathnach 

https://www.biblestudytools.com/isaiah/40-31.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/isaiah/40-31.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/isaiah/40-31.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/isaiah/40-31.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/isaiah/40-31.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/isaiah/40-31.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/isaiah/40-31.html
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 Birthdays 
  1 Sue Karlen, Christy Rikli 
  2 Julie Motz, Rachael Sullivan, Ashton Wieck 
  5 Colin Brueschke, Guy DeLeon, Avery Flueger, Richard Matson-Daley 
  6 Jim Chauncey, Yvonne Lenertz 
  8 Jeanette Stroupe 
  9 Darwin Bartlett, Colter Marcks 
10  Anna Woolley 
13  Mike Malles 
14  Alan Harding, Barry Preble 
19  Gregg Beck 
20  Jaren Schuster 
21  Kay Kuhlmann 
25  Sue Dopkins, Andrea Ramberg 
28  Jeanette Wright 
31  Steve Lawrence 
 

 
Your Financial Support Makes a Difference 
As we continue to figure out how to be the church in the time of a Global Pandemic (it kind of reminds 
me of We Make The Way By Walking) your financial support is so helpful.  We are grateful.  Cindy has 
worked hard to get online giving up and running, and it has made a difference.  An update on our first 
quarter giving and expenses as compared to 2019 are at the bottom of page 5. 
 

As always, there are three ways to give. 
 

Check 
Writing a check ensures that all of your donation to the church goes to the church, there are no extra 
fees associated with cashing a check.  Checks can be sent to 403 East Avenue, Red Wing, MN 55066. 
 

Give + App 
The Give + App allows you to give securely from your smart phone or tablet.  Look for the app in 
your Google Play or Apple Store, once downloaded you can search for our church by zip code 55066. 
The fees associated with the Give+ App are lower for checking or savings accounts than they are for 
credit cards, but the app should allow you to give a little bit more to your donation to offset the  
processing fees associated with using a credit or debit card.  ~2.5-3.5% 
 

RedWingMethodist.com 
We also have a secure online giving portal from our home page.  Go to www.redwingmethodist.com 
and click “click here to give.”  The fees associated with processing donations from savings and 
checking accounts are lower than the fees for credit/debit card payments, however donations in  
either format help.  Additionally the web form should give you the option to offset the processing 
fees associated with using a credit or debit card. ~2.5-3.5%   
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Outreach Ministries 

Food Shelf 
You can still fight hunger during this time of Covid-19 by mailing a check 
for the Food Shelf  to the church and Cindy will see that they receive it.  
You may have heard that MN March Food Share has been extended until 
the end of April.  They’re buying more food locally than they have in the 
recent past.  So extension is a good thing.  Thank you for your generosity! 

 
Family Fare Receipts 
Please continue to collect your Family Fare receipts and put them in the box in Hamline Foyer when 
we gather again or mail them to the church.  We are working toward the goal of $150,000 for which 
the store will give us $1,000.  Receipts from 2018, 2019, and 2020 are accepted. 

 
Handcrafters Meet??? 

MAYBE WE WILL and MAYBE WE WON’T!!  Since our date to meet is May 14th we will be after the 
projected lifting of the quarantine.  The room we meet in is big enough to maintain the suggested 6 ft. 
distance, but each of you will have to decide for yourselves whether you want to come.  Also masks 
may be required so make sure you have one to use.   Hope to see you all on the 14th.  Stay Well.—
Mardell Bartlett  
 

Mission Market 
By the time you read this there should be at least rhubarb on the table if we are meeting again at 
church.  As of April 17th it was only about 5 inches tall, so not big enough to pull.  
 
For those not familiar with this project, people who have gardens  - veggies, fruits, 
flowers, or ornamentals - are welcome to bring their extras to the table in the 
Hamline Commons for selection by others who donate money which goes to a 
mission project.  Currently no mission has been selected and we hope that once 
again we will have produce available for you to purchase, but this depends on 
whether the quarantine restrictions have been lifted.—Mardell Bartlett  
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Finance Report This Year Compared to Last Year 
Year-to-date 1st quarter 2020 March 31, 2020     March 31, 2019 

General Fund Income Total   $73,920.28      $80,174.24 
 

General Fund Expenses Total  $62,045.58      $72,135.12 
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Women’s Ministry 

United Methodist Women is an organization for all women whose purpose is to 
know God, to develop a creative, supportive fellowship, and to expand concepts of 
mission through participation in the local and global ministries of the church.   

Although at this time we are not able to schedule meetings for May, the national and global missions that 
we support continue to be instruments of God’s love. 
    
   Projects and missionaries that we can pray for this month include: 

 Mary Elizabeth Inn in San Francisco, CA 
 Community Health & Agricultural Development in Cambodia 
 Native American Daycare in the Navajo Nation, New Mexico 
 Female Prison Ministry, Sierra Leone 
 Ronald Julian, serving in Japan 
 Kristen Brown, serving in Israel/Palestine 

 
  Contact Jane Baker, 388-9127, for more information about UMW. 
 
 

 

 

PRAYER AND CARE MINISTRY TEAM   

   The Prayer and Care Ministry Team will meet Wednesdays, May 13 and 27, at 11 am via Zoom.  
Please contact Jane Baker, 388-9127 if you would like to join the group.  Prayer requests—concerns and 
joys—can be made by contacting the church office (388-3262), or Jane Baker (388-9127).  All concerns 
are kept confidential unless permission is given to include them on the Prayer Board.  

 

Notes and Letters 

Thank you to Care Ministries for remembering me for Easter and my birthday with cards 
and good wishes. – Yvonne Childs 

 

Thank you to Terry Zielinski and SPRC and Pastor Katie for the two bouquets of flowers I received today 
on Administrative Assistant Appreciation Day!  I didn’t even know it was today.  I just thought it was the 
50th anniversary of Earth Day.  Also thanks for the phone calls, e-cards and thank you cards, emails, and 
good wishes for today.  I am so glad I still get to work, even if I am alone.  Stop in for a visit if you feel safe.  
The doors are locked, but I’m here and I’ll let you in.—Cindy Johnston 

 

Dear Crystal and 1st UMC members, 
 

I would like to extend the most sincere appreciation for the cards and gift bags that you generously       
donated to the residents of MCF-Red Wing.  The youth and adults were thrilled to receive your thoughtful 
gifts; it meant a lot to them to know that someone is thinking of them during this time.  On behalf of the 
staff and the residents – thank you.  We all appreciate your generosity and kindness. 
 

Elise Goebel 
Volunteer Services Coordinator 
Minnesota Department of Corrections (MCR-Red Wing) 
 

 


