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The First Word 
June 2020 A Hearing Friendly Church - Try Our Looping  

First United Methodist Church ~ 403 East Ave.  Red Wing, MN 55066 
Our Vision:  We are people who have faith that God is on the Move! 

Dear Church,  
 

When I met with your SPRC in June of 2019 I had no idea what was in store for us over the 
next year.  Thank you for the privilege of being your pastor.  Just a year ago you said farewell 
to Pastor Amanda Larsen, six months later we celebrated the ministry of Pastor Clay Oglesbee 
and now another six months later it’s time for me to say goodbye.  As much as I know that 
you will absolutely adore Pastor Linda’s leadership, I know that you have said goodbye quite 

often.  We’ve lost loved ones over the past twelve months together.  And we’ve lost important routines and 
rituals as we moved to digital worship to keep our community safe in the pandemic.     
 

I write this letter to you on the feast day of the ascension.  We remember the resurrected Christ leaving the 
earth and went to heaven.  I wonder what the disciples felt as Jesus left them again.  This time he has 
promised another advocate, but  I wonder if it was hard to say goodbye.  Jan Richardson shares this poem 
for the day of ascension: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I’ll be hosting two digital “Open Houses” on zoom before my time is done.  Please join me and Richard on 
Zoom after digital worship on either June 7 or June 14.  To keep us safe from zoom bombers you’ll need a 
login to the event.  Email me at Katie.E.Matson@gmail.com and I’ll send you an invite to the “open house.”   
 

Thanks again for the honor of being your pastor.  You are deeply loved.   
 
 
 

Katie  
PS – Many of you have asked about when we can get back together in person.  Our Safer Together Ministry 
Plan is included in this newsletter and it spells out some of the plans for safely reopening the building.   

Stay 
I know how your mind 
rushes ahead,  
trying to fathom 
what could follow this.   
What will you do,  
where will you go, 
how will you live? 
 
You will want 
to outrun the grief.  
You will want 
to keep turning toward 
the horizon,  
watching for what was lost 
to come back,  
to return to you 
and never leave again.  

For now,  
hear me when I say 
all you need to do 
is to still yourself,  
is to turn toward one another, 
is to stay.   
 
Wait,  
and see what comes 
to fill 
the gaping hole 
in your chest.  
Wait with your hands open 
to receive what could never 
come 
except to what is empty 
and hollow. 
 

You cannot know it now, 
cannot even imagine 
what lies ahead,  
but I tell you 
the day is coming  
when breath will fill your lungs 
as it never has before, 
and with your own ears 
you will hear words 
coming to you new 
and startling.  
You will dream dreams 
and you will see the world 
ablaze with blessing. 
 
Wait for it.  
Still yourself. 
Stay.   
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Worship Calendar – June and July 2020 
Per the Minnesota Department of Health Stay Safe MN Plan  religious institutions are  
limited to ten people or fewer in both indoor and outdoor gatherings.  Therefore, worship 
will continue online through the month of June.  If you are unable to access online worship 
and would like a paper copy of the sermon and order of worship, please contact Cindy and 
she will add you to the list of folks receiving printed copies.  MethodistAdmin@MSN.com or 
651-388-3262.  Pastor Amanda Larsen will be leading worship and preaching for the last 
two weeks of June and the first two weeks of July.  Pastor Linda McCollough’s first Sunday 
with us will be July 19.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  1 Trisha Kosnopfal, Carrissa Sullivan 
  4 Katie Bystrom 
  5 Ralph Korfhage 
  6 Don Dopkins 
  7 Nancy Featherstone 
10  Lisa Peterson 
11  Maury VanGilder 
12  Mike Lentz 
13  Jordan Munson 
15  Lucille Wedrickas 
16  Bob Holmsten, Rhodes Tiedeman 
19  Brenda Miller, Noah Schutz, Hannah Sjostrom 
22  Lee Gernentz, Vicky Koehn, Linda Olson 
29 Dennis Porter 
 

      

June 7 Matthew 28:16-20 Pastor Katie preaching 
GO! 

June 14 Matthew 9:35-10:23 Pastor Katie preaching 
SENT! 

June 21 TBD Pastor Amanda preaching 

June 28 TBD Pastor Amanda preaching 

July 5 TBD Pastor Amanda preaching 

July 12 TBD Pastor Amanda preaching 

July 19 TBD Pastor Linda preaching 

July 26 TBD Pastor Linda preaching 

mailto:MethodistAdmin@MSN.com
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Caring Ministries Report  - From Jane Stone, Care Coordinator 
 

 
So many things have changed in the past two and a half months!  We are told this is the “new normal” 
and that we should not expect to go back to the way things were prior to Covid-19.  We don’t really 
know where we’re going from here or with what speed.  But there’s one thing that will not change and 
that we can always count on—God’s love.  God will always be there for us!  Here are some scriptures 
that will provide us with comfort and reassurance in these challenging times. 
 
Matthew 11:28 - “Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will 
give you rest.”  We can come to Jesus and give him our burdens, which he will carry for us.  What a 
wonderful thing!  We don’t need to worry; we don’t need to be anxious.  We can get through this if we 
turn our concerns over to Him. 
 
2 Timothy 1:7 – “… for God did not give us a spirit of cowardice, but rather a spirit of power and 
of love and of self-discipline.”  Rather than a spirit of fear, we have the power of the Holy Spirit.  We 
can love others as God loves us.  Isn’t it encouraging to know that the Holy Spirit is with us? 
 
Philippians 4:6-7 – “Don’t worry about anything; instead, pray about everything. Tell God what 
you need, and thank him for all he has done. Then you will experience God’s peace, which  
exceeds anything we can understand. His peace will guard your hearts and minds as you live in 
Christ Jesus.”  Paul knew the power of prayer and the peace that it brings to turn everything over to 
God.  We can know that peace, too, when we offer everything to God in prayer—thanking God for the 
good things and telling God what help we need. 
 
Romans 8:18 – “I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with 
the glory about to be revealed to us.”  We haven’t suffered the way Paul did when he was writing this 
to the Romans.  We haven’t been beaten or thrown in jail for being Christians, but we’ve all suffered in 
some way during our lives.  As Christians, we have hope and faith because we know that this life is  
temporary and something better waits for us.  We know we have a future life with Jesus! 
 
Hebrews 10:36 – “For you need endurance, so that when you have done the will of God, you may 
receive what was promised.”  Endurance is the ability and strength to continue despite adverse condi-
tions.  It requires patience, which doesn’t come naturally for many of us.  We need to remember that 
God has got this!  We trust in God and in God’s promises.   
 
We may not be able to worship together, but we can communicate with one another.  Pick up the phone 
and call your church friends.  Send an email or text or go old-style and send a card or written note.  We 
are church family, and we will stick together through this!  And we also know that GOD IS WITH US! 
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Finance Report This Year Compared to Last Year 
Year-to-date 2020   April 30, 2020     April 30, 2019 

General Fund Income Total   $92,735.73      $104,565.24 
 

General Fund Expenses Total  $80,055.72      $96,625.37 
 
As you can see our income and expenses are both down from last year.  Thank 
you to everyone who continues to support our church financially during this 
strange and difficult time we find ourselves living in.  
 

A Win/Win Suggestion! 

Attention, Individual Retirement Account (IRA) owners older than 70 ½ (Maybe 72 now): 
 
You are required to take a percentage of your IRA holdings in Required Minimum Distributions (RMDs) 
each year.  You are required to pay income taxes on these RMDs, usually due by April 15 of the following 
year. 
 
If you, as the owner of the IRA, instruct the company that manages your IRA to write out a check  
directly to a qualified charity instead of to you, the owner of the IRA, the amount of that Qualified  
Charitable Distribution (QCD) is not subject to any income taxes on that  distribution.  Check for  
detailed instructions from your mutual fund service or your financial advisor. 
 
Using your RMD as a QCD and donating the distribution to Red Wing's First United Methodist Church is 
a win/win situation for our church and for you.  First UMC receives your charitable contribution, and 
you do not pay income taxes on the RMD/QCD contribution to First UMC.    
 
 

 

Notes and Letters 

I would like to say a Great Big Thank You to the congregation of First United Methodist for 

all your thoughts, well wishes and Prayers before, during and after my recent surgeries.  I 
would like you all to know that I am feeling a lot better than before the surgeries.  It turns out that being 

70 feels a lot better than I thought.  I feel that your prayers helped to guide the surgeons and staff to do 
the best job possible and our Lord gave me the gift of being able to heal quickly.  I‘m truly feeling 
blessed. God Bless you all, be safe in all you do and again Thank You.  Looking forward to seeing you all 

in Church.  ~ Bruce Nelson.   

 
THANK YOU, PASTOR KATIE! 
Pastor Katie...Thank you for sharing your time ministering to us!  2020 will definitely be a year to  
remember.  You helped carry us through some rough spots.  We have appreciated your pastoral  
leadership and care!  Best wishes! 
      First UMC Welcoming Committee:  Carol Baringer, Melinda Brueschke, Linda Diercks,  
Donna Dummer, Barbara Grunzke, Bea Kizer, Marlene Lampman, Sue Nelson,  Elvira Sigmund,  
Jane Stone, LaVonne Thomforde, and Kathy VanCampen 
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Outreach Ministries 

Food Shelf 
The Red Wing Food shelf always needs donations—either nonperishable 
food items such as peanut butter, cereal, and canned vegetables and fruits, 
or cash.  Please put your food contributions in the marked containers in the 
church foyer or include a monetary donation in your offering (designated 
for Food Shelf).  Thank you for your generosity! 

 
Family Fare Receipts 
Please continue to put your Family Fare receipts in the box in the church foyer or mail them to the church.  
We are working toward the goal of $150,000 for which the store will give us $1,000.  Receipts from 2018, 
2019, and 2020 are accepted.  

 
Handcrafters  
For those of you that read last month’s newsletter, I started the article with “maybe we will and maybe we 
won’t!”  As you know it was a “we won’t” for May.  For June it will be “we will.”  Meeting date is June 11 at 
the usual time of 10 AM.  Jane Baker is the treat maker if she comes or one of the others of us will bring 
treats.  I don’t know about the rest of you, but I am excited to see our members again. 
 
If you have sent your favorite recipes to Erin or entered them on the internet site 
www.simplycookbooks.com congratulations.  If you haven’t done this yet you still have time, but I encour-
age you to do it soon.  The collected recipes will be in a cookbook for sale at our November Craft Sale. 
 
See you in June. – Mardell Bartlett 
 

Mission Market 

As I write this article there is still no clear direction of whether or when we will  
resume worship at the church, but if we are once again allowed to gather, there will 
be a Mission Market. 
 
Much of my garden is in and most of the planted seeds are up.  I still have peppers and 
tomatoes I’m holding off putting in the ground for another week.  Also the vine 
plants—squash and gourds will be planted at the same time.  The rhubarb is blooming 
and the lily of the valley is in bloom.  The grape vines are leafing out and look like they 
will be blooming soon.  Our apple trees are loaded with blossoms and we hope there are enough bees  
nearby to pollinate the blossoms to give us apples.  
 
If you are unable to get to the church and have a request for produce you would like, give me a call  
and we will see what we can work out to get the produce to you.  My phone # is 258-4434. 
 
Mardell Bartlett  
 
 
 

http://www.simplycookbooks.com
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Women’s Ministry 

The local United Methodist Women do not plan activities during the summer, and 
the June Out-to-Lunch Gathering is cancelled also.   However, each of us can grow 
as whole persons by studying the scriptures and reading books from the UMW 

reading list; develop a creative, supportive fellowship by checking on each other with phone, mail, and 
internet; expand concepts of mission by praying for our church, local and global UMW efforts, and    
persons feeling lonely and/or overwhelmed by the coronavirus pandemic.    
 
Books on the UMW reading list that are available at the local library include (for additional titles, contact 
Jane Baker, 388-9127): 
 Just Mercy by Bryan Stevenson 
 I Am Malala by Malala Yousafzai 
 Growing Peace by Richard Sobol (a children’s book) 
 Detained and Deported by Margaret Regan 
 
Support the following mission projects with your prayers: 
 Ecumenical Development Foundation in Zambia 
 Nome Community Center in Nome, Alaska 
 Tunda Hospital in Democratic Republic of Congo 
 World Student Christian Federation Ecumenical Center, Hong Kong 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

PRAYER AND CARE MINISTRY TEAM   

   The Prayer and Care Ministry Team will meet Wednesdays, June 10 and 24, at 11 am either 
using Zoom or in the Friendship Room.  Please contact Jane Baker if you would like to participate.  

If you have prayer requests or joys, please contact Jane Baker (388-9127; janekbaker@yahoo.com).  

 

 

 

A prayer for today, from UMW’s Response magazine: 
 

Present God, 
 

When the water is muddy and its direction unclear, 
Help us remember that mud and movement 

Bring new life to new places. 
 

And when that mud and movement 
Feel like a swirling mess,  

Remind us that it may be your stirrings. 
 

Ground us in you, guiding God. 
Let our work be good for our church 

And our church be good for your world. 
 

--Tara Barnes, Editor, Response  


