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First United Methodist Church ~ 403 East Ave. Red Wing, MN 55066
Our Vision: We are people who have faith that God is on the Move!
Hello my Friends in faith,
We at 1st UMC will be going steps further to ensure a safe environment for gathering. I am excited to
announce that we are officially in our phase 2. As printed in the past handouts, there are several areas that
will change the way worship looks. Below are a few of those reasons and the explanation as to why they
are important. We look forward to moving into a more connected way of practicing our faith together.
Phase Two:
 People will need to RSVP to attend with the number in their household attending. We have been
offering watch party worship to those without internet, but we can now increase appropriately 25-30
people who want to join. Please call the office to sign up for the Sunday you want to attend.
 One household group per pew OR different households who are adhering to 6 foot distance. Attendance
sheets are kept for a minimum of 14 days to aid the MDH in contact tracing should an outbreak occur.
 No in person singing - the spread of COVID particulate is 12+ feet with speaking loudly or singing. We
will continue to provide recorded music. Worship will continue to be broadcast digitally during this
time because of the issue.
 Participants will leave the building immediately after worship is concluded. This is to limit face to face
time.
 No fellowship time since eating in group settings does not allow for wearing masks which is required
by the Conference.
 Our request of members is not mandatory, but suggested that if you become ill please contact the
office. We can offer prayer, care, and nursing advice for any situation. Your general health is more
important than ever to keep your immune system working to its potential.
 Wear your mask when out in public, in confined spaces with others not from your household, and when
you are not able to maintain a social distance of 6 feet. Airborne COVID 19 droplets can be detected in
the air for up to 8 minutes.
 Wash your hands after being in contact with any surfaces that may be contaminated before you eat,
drink, or touch your face.
 COVID 19 virus can last on certain surfaces from 1-3 days. It is not transferred through your skin but
by the droplet being transferred to your mouth or nose. COVID (like so many germs) is killed with any
soap product that makes bubbles so you don’t need special cleaners for your home.
 Contact your health care team if you have any questions about how you are feeling or on how to get
care. If you do not have a health care team you may contact Judy Plein for direction at (651)-764-3453.
Again we are providing a safe environment as we are able but it’s up to each of us. If you are not feeling
comfortable in a group at this time - WE UNDERSTAND - Stay home when you want to, reach out for help
when you need to. But most importantly, have faith that your church family is here for you no matter what
gathering looks like in the current world. Grace and peace be with you and to our world.
Judy Plein-Safe Together Coordinator
Church Council Chair

***Cindy will be out of the office July 1-6 and the building will be locked.
It will be open for Worship on July 5.
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Worship Calendar – July 2020
Pastor Amanda Larsen will be leading worship and preaching for the last two weeks of June
and the first two weeks of July. Pastor Linda McCollough’s first Sunday with us will be July
19.
Date
July 5
July 12
July 19
July 26

Sermon/Scriptures
TBD
TBD
TBD
TBD

Preaching
Pastor Amanda preaching
Pastor Amanda preaching
Pastor Linda preaching
Pastor Linda preaching

Nuts and Bolts
For Laity
How to Develop Your personal Ministry
Tips on speaking, care ministry,
How to deal with COVID-19, end-of-life issues,
Technology and more!
FRIDAY EVENING, AUGUST 7, 2020
SATURDAY, AUGUST 8, 2020
A VIRTUAL WORKSHOP THROUGH ZOOM
For More Information or to Register
https://www.minnesotaumc.org/eventdetail/14024617
Join your instructors from
the Minnesota Annual Conference
Lay ministries Team
for this unique training session

You are invited to Abrianna Ingram’s Graduation Open House.
It will be on Saturday, July 25 from 4-8pm at our house
904 Burton St, Red Wing, MN 55066
Heather Petroff
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Hello!
It is with great joy, blessed anticipation, calm curiosity, and grateful hope that we begin this journey
together! I really have joy, anticipation, curiosity, hope journeying through our lives, faith, and love
stories with God together. While I am wrapping up things at my previous appointment and working on
some household tasks, I have been emailing with Cindy and learning more about First UMC. My time
right now is in these stages of anticipation, curiosity and hope and they are increasing daily about what
God has in store for us! I am praying for this opportunity of faith and hope. Will you join me in praying
for what God has for us together?
While some of you had a chance to read a little about my biographical info in the intro packet, others of
you may be going – wait! We have a new pastor coming? Yes, I will arrive officially on July 16. My boxes arrived in the Red Wing pastor’s office this morning.
We live in this unprecedented time, trying to navigate living our faith in new ways where we want
people to be safe, healthy and growing in their journeys of loving God and loving others. It has come
with a time of inquisitiveness of what works and what is as effective for churches. We now live with
hope for a future where we build and create new normals for worship, special events and activities in
the church. We also can watch headlines where reopening too quickly without safety standards in place
that some churches experience viral outbreaks that no one wants to read or see. That means that we
prayerfully approach life differently. How do we impact the world in our growing with God, God is on
the move moments with safety and health as components that seemed less important a year ago?
I anticipate and look forward to getting to know you in new and creative ways because of masks and
physical distancing. I think we will continue the online presence through July and evaluate where life
and virus are for us in August. I would pose a few questions for you to consider in this time: 1. What do
you miss most during this pandemic? 2. What are you willing to change for the safety of your circle of
friends and family in church? 3. What is your favorite verse in the Bible and why is it your favorite?
I encourage you to hold onto it more closely during this time.
Finally, the world changed a lot a month ago with the extinguishing of a life that was videoed just a
short distance from my home. Then, Saturday night about one block from my home a mass shooting
took place hitting 12 people with gun fire, and a 27-year-old husband and father of two was killed. Life
changes fast, amid the pandemic that has turned life as we once knew it and took for granted on its ear.
I see this time of needing God’s presence in our lives more important than ever, wherever we live, and
life takes us. God is alive – Pentecost moments are counting on us to fulfill hope and love. Amen.
Pastor Linda McCollough
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Caring Ministries Report - From Jane Stone, Care Coordinator
IT’S SUMMER! How can I tell? Every morning I awaken to the wrens singing. Mama wren sings her
beautiful song, followed by “tweet, tweet, tweet” from her babies inside the wren house that hangs on
the edge of the porch roof. We have lots of birds back here in the woods. Everything from tiny hummingbirds to the huge pileated woodpecker! Goldfinches; purple finches; cardinals; cedar waxwings,
blue jays; bluebirds; Baltimore orioles; indigo buntings; robins; chickadees; nuthatches; even a scarlet
tanager! The woodpeckers are downy, hairy, red-headed, and the huge pileated; they love to eat suet.
It’s so much fun to watch them all!
We enjoy the wildlife, but the raccoons come right up on the deck to relax after eating sunflower seeds
spilled by the small birds and left by the wild turkeys. Deer have been emptying the hummingbird
feeder at night, so we now bring it inside overnight. The deer and rabbits eat our vegetable garden;
peas and beans are their favorites. The peas never get beyond a couple inches high, and the beans have
now been totally demolished, too, even the couple of tall plants initially left for us. All God’s critters
gotta eat; I just don’t know why they have to eat our stuff! I gave up on pots of flowers on the deck; the
rabbits sit right in the pots and munch the flowers.
This is a summer unlike any other, with the Covid-19 pandemic keeping us at home most of the time.
And, as Bishop Ough reminds us, “There is more than one pandemic ravaging Minnesota and our country
at this time. In addition to fighting COVID-19, we are besieged by a pandemic of racism, white supremacy,
and white on black or brown violence…The pervasive culture of racism and white supremacy, increasingly
incited by political rhetoric, grows each day. The fear among parents of Black children grows each day.
The flaunting of our laws against racial profiling and discrimination grows each day.”
CAN’T WE JUST LOVE ONE ANOTHER? Years ago I shared a sermon during the Lenten series “Our
Faith, My Story.” That was the year that pastors of the Churches Around the Park decided to have laity
do the preaching for the Wednesday Lenten services. There was a mid-morning service at Christ
Episcopal Church and two evening services, one at five and one at seven, that rotated among the churches. I preached in the morning at Christ Episcopal Church and at five and seven at First Lutheran Church.
A total of 500 church members from the various churches attended. I talked about growing up on a 480acre farm and knowing that God existed due to daily evidence of God in the beauty of nature, the miracle
of birth, and the love of neighbors.
I shared many experiences of growing up on the farm…taking in stray cats and stray kids…neighbors
caring for one another by bringing meals when the entire family was sick and harvesting our crops
when Dad had a broken leg…and one of my classmates saving my life by calling my mother after I had
been dropped off at the highway during a storm, leaving me to walk the two miles to get home. I
climbed the steep hill by crawling along the edge of the icy road, and about two-thirds of the way up, I
heard car horns and yelling. Mom and the neighbors were waiting for me with hot chocolate and a pan
of warm water for my nearly-frozen feet. No boots, no pants (skirts only for girls those days)—I prayed
all the way that I wouldn’t freeze to death!
In the summer, when we needed help with haying, boys from the State Training School (now the Minnesota Correctional Facility) would be hired to come and work. These were young men who had been in
trouble but were near their release dates. Their backgrounds were very different from mine—different
locations, different family situations, different religions, and sometimes even different races. My parents always told us that although these young men had made poor choices, they deserved to be treated
with the same love and respect as family members. A couple of them, who worked for us repeatedly,
became the big brothers I didn’t have.
(Continued on page 5)
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(Care Ministries Continued from page 4)
During seventh grade, I experienced extreme bullying, led by one of my teachers, who pointed at me
and called me “a dumb farmer” in front of my classmates every day. What carried me through that year
was knowing that I was a beloved child of God. We all deserve to be loved and treated with respect, NO
MATTER WHAT! It doesn’t matter where we live, what we do, the color of our skin, or anything else.
1 John 4:7 tells us, “Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who loves is
born of God and knows God.” Verses 19-20 say, “We love because he first loved us. Those who say, ‘I
love God,’ and hate their brothers or sisters, are liars; for those who do not love a brother or sister
whom they have seen, cannot love God whom they have not seen.”
My sermon ended with the words of the hymn, “Help Us Accept Each Other,” written in 1974 and found
in The United Methodist Hymnal, #560. This is the first stanza:
Help us accept each other as Christ accepted us;
teach us as sister, brother, each person to embrace.
Be present, Lord, among us, and bring us to believe
we are ourselves accepted and meant to love and live.

*************************************************************************
Blessings to 1st UMC Red Wing! I want to thank all of you for your devotion and
continued support for our church and all of its many programs. This is certainly a
trying time for everyone. Having to practice social distancing, wearing masks
whenever we are within 6 feet of another person, and not being able to do the
everyday things we are so accustomed to doing has been quite daunting.
But, we are doing it and making a difference! We are in Phase 2 and able to begin
having small groups of worshippers in our sanctuary to view the digital services.
That is wonderful! Through all of these changes, you have been faithful in your giving. You are using
the electronic methods of giving as well as the traditional mailing of checks. We thank you!
I also want to thank you for the additional funds that you have contributed to the Elevator Update Fund.
We need to raise a bit over $20,000 and, at this time, are almost half-way there. Even in these trying
times, you are stepping up to give, generously, from the gifts that God has given you! Thank you.
God Bless you all, Jacki Henderson, Finance Chair

Finance Report This Year Compared to Last Year
Year-to-date 2020
General Fund Income Total
General Fund Expenses Total

May 31, 2020
$115,397.67
$ 97,077.70

May 31,2019
$120,716.52
$119,653.09

Elevator repairs started the week of June 15. Contractors will replace the controller, tie in the fire alarm
system, and update the elevator to state standards. Repairs should be completed on June 26. Thanks to
those who contributed to this effort!
--Bob Stone, Trustees Chair
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Outreach Ministries
Food Shelf
The Red Wing Food shelf always needs donations—
either nonperishable food items such as peanut
butter, cereal, and canned vegetables and fruits, or
cash. Please continue to put your donations in the marked containers at
each church entrance or include it in your offering (designated for Food
Shelf). Thank you for your generosity!

Family Fare Receipts
Please continue to put your Family Fare receipts in the box in the church foyer or mail them to the church.
We are working toward the goal of $150,000 for which the store will give us $1,000. Receipts from 2018,
2019, and 2020 are accepted. Currently we have a total of $40,000.

Handcrafters
The handcrafters group was able to meet in June with 9 people present to meet for the first time since
February. Some chose to "stay safe” at home. Most of us brought our current project, but not all worked
on the project. One person brought masks she had made and offered them to those present. Most had
their own masks and we wore them most of the time and also kept our social distancing. Preference was
to talk. The talk was about our November sale and whether we would be able to have it this year. We
discussed the gathering of recipes for the cookbook we hope to sell at the November sale. All church
members are welcome to add their favorite recipes. Directions for writing via the internet are below.
While we were unable to have the fancy treats we usually have, granola bars and bottled water were
enjoyed by all. Suggestions by our "opening the building committee" were to use products that were
enclosed before buying. We sanitized tables and other surfaces that were used when the meeting was
over.
It was great to see the members that came and we hope to see more of you at the July 9 meeting.
Hand Crafters invite you to contribute to the 1st United Methodist Church Cookbook. Here's how to enter
your recipes online:
Go to: www.simplycookbooks.com
User name: erinkmarcks
Recipe contributor password is: pudding031
AUGUST is THE LAST MONTH to submit recipes so that we have time to get the
cookbooks ordered and printed.
5. In the NOTES section of the recipe, please add any personal comments, for
example: This recipe is a family tradition at Christmas.
1.
2.
3.
4.

If you have any questions, or are unable to enter recipes online, please call Erin K.
Marcks at 651-380-2744 and she will help you.
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Women’s Ministry
The local United Methodist Women do not plan activities during the summer. We
look forward to welcoming Rev. Linda McCullough to our church and working with
her through the coming year.
Each of us can grow as whole persons by studying the scriptures and reading books from the UMW
reading list; develop a creative, supportive fellowship by checking on each other using phone, mail,
and internet; expand concepts of mission by praying for our church, local and global UMW efforts, and
persons feeling lonely and/or overwhelmed by the coronavirus pandemic.
Books on the UMW reading list that are available at the local library include (for additional titles, contact
Jane Baker, 388-9127):
 Without You, There is No Us by Suki Kim
 I Am Malala by Malala Yousafzai
 When Breath Becomes Air by Paul Kalanithi
 Threading My Prayer Rug by Sabeeha Rehman
Support the following mission projects with your prayers:
 Sierra Leone UMW Organization, supporting the women’s desk coordinator
 Haiti Children Project in Haiti, providing a Christian home to homeless children
 Rust College in Holly Springs, Mississippi
 Vellore Christian Medical College in India, supporting the salaries of professors of pediatrics
The next Mission Team meeting will be Wednesday, September 2 at 1 pm. For more information about
UMW contact Jane Baker (388-9127; janekbaker@yahoo.com).
Loving God, use us as Thy servants
Grant us mercy, peace and love,
May our every deed of kindness
Live—eternally above.

PRAYER AND CARE MINISTRY TEAM
The Prayer and Care Team will meet Wednesdays, July 8 and 22 at 11 am in the Friendship
Room (with social distancing and masks). If you have prayer requests or joys, please contact Jane
Baker (388-9127; janekbaker@yahoo.com) or the church office.

Blessings Box
The Blessings Box needs your help. The box is located near the 4th St door and is for people to put small
food and hygiene items in for those who are short on money. Things such as
mac and cheese, deodorant, soap, feminine hygiene items, peanut butter,
travel size shampoo, tooth paste, tooth brushes are just a few of the things
that work well here. For now most any item works unless it needs refrigeration. Thanks for your help. – Mardell Bartlett
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