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The First Word 
August 2020 A Hearing Friendly Church - Try Our Looping  
First United Methodist Church ~ 403 East Ave.  Red Wing, MN 55066 

Our Vision:  We are people who have faith that God is on the Move! 

Dear Church,  
 
I moved into my office, well mostly.  I still have some post-move filing 
to do.  I have some books to relegate to the library or recycling.  My 
Twins memorabilia hasn’t arrived from the suitcase yet, but the 
sheep have been shelved (you have to stop in to see them).  Cindy 
and I have spent time together so I can learn what I am able about the 
church and community through her longevity in First UMC.  I have 
met with staff, too!  What great teams of people that care deeply 

about this congregation, worship and spiritual growth.  
 
As we move through the month of August, if you have access to zoom, please let me know if you would like 
to set up a time to zoom so I can get to know you more.  If you want to participate in the mini-sized greets 
or maybe sit outside on a non-humid/hot day by the church building, let me know!  The Peace garden is 
appealing.  
 
If you see someone’s reading stack, you can often get a view into their interests, ideology and theology.  My 
reading is valuable right now with selections that are wrapped by the thoughts of what is happening in the 
world, country, community and church.  Currently, looking again at Peter L Steinke’s Health Congregations,  
Church Growth Flywheel by Rich Birch, Everywhere You Look, Discovering The Church Right Where You Are 
by Tim Soerens and How to Be An Antiracist by Ibram X. Kendi.  There is a stack in the on-deck circle, too. 
Most of my book readings are spiritual or church growth related and non-fiction.  
 
When we live in a time when the normals of cruise-control or autopilot have stopped our going to places, 
instead we are being home, safe, masked, contact-limited and reduced to our new norms, the needs for us 
to fill our spiritual tanks are important.  The power of God’s love growing in new ways in this time where 
limits are the models may take creativity.  We can and will grow together.   Press on. 
 
Peace, Pastor Linda McCollough 
 
********************************************************************************************************** 

 

VBS, it is real! 

Yes we are doing VBS in the reality of how our world is now....VIRTUALLY.  Let's 
reconnect with each other in a creative way, all together!  
 

August 10-15 you can expect an email from our VBS team around 9 a.m. each morning with a daily video 
and activities.  This interactive virtual VBS will include opportunities to earn rewards points based on  
participation.  As you capture each adventure your reward will be mightier!  Please register with Crystal 
by August 7 at rwfumcyouth@gmail.com or 651-212-3963.  We then will prepare and deliver the supply 
chest for the week of Virtual VBS to you.  All ages welcome to participate.—Crystal Henderson 

mailto:rwfumcyouth@gmail.com
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Scripture and Sermon Themes for August 
As we wind our way down the lectionary year, Year A, we live into themes with love, transformation, 
beautiful feet and more.  Join by listening online Sunday mornings (or when you have time) to hear our 
service and worship with us.  
 
 August 2:  Excerpts from Psalm 17 and Romans 9:1-5.  We’ll celebrate communion, you being at your 

own home (please get your elements of bread/crackers, juice).  Be prepared during worship for us to 
share together in the Eucharist.  “God’s love is for all.” 

 August 9:  Excerpts from Psalm 105 and Romans 10:5-15.  “Power of Stories.” 
 August 16:  Excerpts from Psalm 133 and Romans 11:1-2, 29-32 . “What happens when you can’t buy 

it?”  
 August 23:  We explore Romans 12:1-8 and think about the “Body Work.” 
 August 30:  Excerpts from Psalm 105 and Romans 12:9 -21.  “Love. Hate. Evil. Good.”  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Nuts and Bolts 
          For Laity 

 
 

  How to Develop Your personal Ministry 
 

Tips on speaking, care ministry, 
How to deal with COVID-19, end-of-life issues, 

Technology and more! 
 

FRIDAY EVENING, AUGUST 7, 2020 
SATURDAY, AUGUST 8, 2020 

A VIRTUAL WORKSHOP THROUGH ZOOM 
 

For More Information or to Register 
https://www.minnesotaumc.org/eventdetail/14024617 

   
Join your instructors from  

the Minnesota Annual Conference 
Lay ministries Team  

for this unique training session 
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What are you reading?  
There are so many great books out on the market, besides our old classics 
that people love to read and read again.  If you want to consider a fall 
book group with time to read a designated book related to issues of social 
justice, please let Pastor Linda know.  The books many churches are read-
ing together at this time are:  White Fragility, Why it’s so hard for White 
People to talk about Racism by Robin Deangelo or How to Be an Antiracist 
by Ibram X. Kendi or I’m Still Here Black Dignity in a World Made for 
Whiteness by Austin Channing Brown.  There are critiques on and around 
each of them, but the point is stretching and growing us in understanding 
of experiences that maybe different from our own.  We could read a few chapters at a time and then, 
have Zoom discussion group or a Facebook Closed Group. Please let Pastor Linda know if you have an 
interest in participating and reading any of these timely works in our country’s climate and addressing 
systemic racism.  As Christians, we are called to Love God and Love Others. 

 
 

Finance Report This Year Compared to Last Year 
Year-to-date 2020   June 30, 2020       June 30, 2019 

General Fund Income Total   $133,870.67      $141,281.44 
 

General Fund Expenses Total  $ 115,806.83      $144,476.92 
 
 

 

PRAYER AND CARE MINISTRY TEAM   
The Prayer and Care Ministry Team will meet Wednesdays, August 12 and 26, at 11 a.m. 
in the Friendship Room with social distancing.  If you have prayer requests or joys, please  
contact Jane Baker (388-9127; janekbaker@yahoo.com) or the church office (388-3262). 
 
 

 

Women’s Ministry 

 All United Methodist Women events and activities for summer 2020 have been 
cancelled.  This includes Mission U, a weekend event of directed study of national 
and international concerns from a Christian viewpoint.  Whether fall and winter 

events will happen remains to be seen.  Our UMW Mission team will meet July 27 to discuss plans for 
our fall activities. 

In the meantime, each of us can become more informed about current events by reading Response mag-
azine (copies are in the church library) and books that were listed in previous newsletters.  We can look 
for ways to help our neighbors and our community.  Most importantly, we can lift prayers for God to 
bring comfort, hope, peace, joy, and love to everyone affected by the unrest, health emergency, and con-
flicts in our world.  

  Although we are physically separated, we are joined in spirit and this is my prayer for us: 

May the grace of Christ our Savior and the Mother’s boundless love 
With the Holy Spirit’s favor, rest upon us from above. 

Thus may we abide in union with each other and the Lord, 
And possess in sweet communion joys which earth cannot afford. 

Amen 
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Caring Ministries Report  - From Jane Stone, Care Coordinator 
 

As I write this in mid-July, there are still a couple weeks before August will be here.  Then comes  
September, which is normally the start-up of activities.  However, in this unprecedented year of  
Covid-19, we have no idea what the rest of the year will bring.   
 
August may (or may not) be the end of those “lazy, hazy, crazy days of summer.”  The song says “you’ll 
wish that summer could always be here.”  Summer is often considered a time of rest and relaxation—
school is out, vacations are scheduled, camping trips are planned, there are trips to the lake or the pool, 
and hanging out in the hammock or on the lounge chair with a cold drink and cherished book is a favor-
ite pastime. 
 
It is not just physical rest and relaxation that we need for our bodies.  We also need spiritual rest for our 
spiritual well-being.  God modeled our need for rest at the very beginning: 
 

And on the seventh day God finished the work that he had done,  
and he rested on the seventh day from all the work that he had done.   (Genesis 2:2) 
 

We often find rest in nature.  God knows that the “green pastures” and “still waters” will help us rest and 
restore our souls:  
 

The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want.   He makes me lie down in green pastures; 
he leads me beside still waters; he restores my soul.  (Psalms 23:1-3a)  
 

It is God who blesses our daily lives: 
 

It is in vain that you rise up early and go late to rest, eating the bread of anxious toil;   
for he gives sleep to his beloved.  (Psalms 127:2) 
 

Therefore, we should not worry: 
 

Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life…your heavenly Father knows that you need all 
these things.  But strive first for the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will 
be given to you as well.  (Matthew 6:25, 32-33) 
 

Jesus will help carry our load: 
 

Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest.  Take 
my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest  
for your souls.  (Matthew 11:28-29) 
 

Paul gives us this advice, to turn our worries into prayers: 
 

Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let 
your requests be made known to God.  And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will 
guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.  (Philippians 4:6-7) 
 

There is victory in Jesus, and God is in control: 
 

I have said this to you, so that in me you may have peace. In the world you face persecution. But take 
 courage; I have conquered the world!  (John 16:33) 

 
Take time to relax during these remaining days of summer!  Although you may “wish that summer could 
always be here,” perhaps you will develop some habits of rest and relaxation that can continue beyond 
this summer into the future!  
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Outreach Ministries 

Food Shelf 
Put your donations of nonperishable food items for 
the Red Wing Food Shelf in the marked container in 
Hamline Foyer or include a monetary donation in 

your offering (designated for Food Shelf).  Thank you for your generosity! 

 
Family Fare Receipts 
Please continue to put your Family Fare (any location) receipts in the box in Hamline Foyer.  We have 
$50,000 toward the goal of $150,000 for which the store will give us $1,000.   Receipts from 2018, 
2019, and 2020 are accepted.  If you have receipts from 2018, turn them in before September 30 so 
they can be counted and turned in before the end of 2020.   

 
Handcrafters  
Hand Crafters invite you to contribute to the 1st United Methodist Church Cookbook.  Here's how to 
enter your recipes online: 

 
1. Go to: www.simplycookbooks.com 

2. User name: erinkmarcks 

3. Recipe contributor password is: pudding031 

4. AUGUST is THE LAST MONTH to submit recipes so that we have time to get the 
 cookbooks ordered and printed. 
5. In the NOTES section of the recipe, please add any personal comments, for      
 example:  This recipe is a family tradition at Christmas. 
 

If you have any questions, or are unable to enter recipes online, please call Erin K. Marcks at 651-380-
2744 and she will help you. 

 

 

Thinking-of-You Cards 
Members of our Welcoming Committee have provided over 100 thinking-of-you cards to residents of  
St. Crispin’s Care Center.  We will continue to deliver cards to residents every few weeks.  As a result, 
we need more thinking-of-you cards!  If you have cards you are willing to donate, please bring them to 
the church office (Monday-Thursday, 11 -4).  Thank you!  Your donations of cards are greatly appreci-
ated!  Feel free, also, to join us in writing cards.  Address them to "Friend" and leave them at 
church.  Thanks for your help!  --Jane Stone, Chair, Welcoming Committee   

http://www.simplycookbooks.com
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Birthdays 
   
 

  1 Bev Warwick 
  2 Missy Henderson, Lori Mountin 
  3 Darlene Warwick 
  5 Melissa Brueschke, Hope Enevold 
  6 Akacia Ingram, Ethan Larios 
  8 Joyce Smith, Cindy Youmans 
12  Kim Johnson, Alexis Muller, Marlys Pfluger 
13  Laura Black 
14  Kolten Lampman 
15  Scott Berg, Chuck Kinney 
17  Marcy Boldt, Mark Johnson, Dennis Nelson 
18  Kasen Lampman 
19  Jordan Youmans 
20  Barbara Norquist, Kathleen Zielinski 
21  Lois Marschall, Jace Schuster 
24  Nancy Barth 
27  Michelle Mallon 
28  Lynn Gustafson 
30  Ben Boldt, Donna Dummer 
31 Sadie Nelson 

 
Calendar 
 
 

Sundays Aug. 2, 9, 16, 23, 30 9:30 a.m. Worship in the Sanctuary and Facebook 
 
Wednesday August 12  11:00 Prayer and Care  
       5:30 Finance Meeting 
       6:30 Council Meeting 
 
Thursday August 13   10:00 Handcrafters 
 
Wednesday August 26  11:00 Prayer and Care 
 
Saturday August 29   Hope Enevold and Bryan Switzer Wedding 


