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The First Word 
October 2020 A Hearing Friendly Church - Try Our Looping  
First United Methodist Church ~ 403 East Ave.  Red Wing, MN 55066 

Our Vision:  We are people who have faith that God is on the Move! 

God is with us and will never forsake or leave us.  We are called to love God and love our 
neighbors/strangers as we love ourselves.  
 

We are in this time of pandemic, it has created churches leaning into the need to learn 
adaptability, let go of the ‘ways we’ve always done it’ and Prepare!  Prepare for new op-
portunities, new ministries and new missions.  2020 has been the most unusual year in 
many people’s lives; probably the most significant since WWII rebuilding and reenergiz-

ing, building a middle class, churches popping up and faith-filled places in their hurrah, Heyday mo-
ments! 
 

The pandemic of 2020 has taught us to hang-on-loosely to things, or lighten the desire to grip things  
tighter that we don’t want to change.  It has created spaces for our anxiety levels of an ever shifting in 
our status quo and anticipatory unknown to grow higher.  Churches are here, life is different and we 
are growing into the change systems.  
 

As I am reading a few books:  Leading. Change in the Congregation by the renowned Gilbert R Rendle;  
Everywhere You Look, Discovering the Church Right Where You Are by Tim Soerens; People are the  
Mission, How Churches Can Welcome Guests Without Compromising the Gospel by Danny Franks; Dear 
Church, A Love Letter from a Black Preacher to the Whitest Denomination in the U.S. by Lenny Duncan.  I 
am witnessing ideas and hopes of ways we can change, grow, learn and transform.  Please pray for a 
spirit that creates willing hearts for those things in our church community.  We have a time of future in 
front of us like we never had before, to exist in this post-pandemic time, we’ll need to make changes 
that may make some people uncomfortable.  Buckle up and be prepared (be open).  Church is still  
relevant, real and necessary in the lives of our community.  I will remind you, God is with us, God will 
never forsake or leave us.  Amen. ~ Pastor Linda McCollough, pastorlindamc@gmail.com 
 

You are Welcome Here 

Friends, if you are considering coming to the sanctuary for worship on Sunday mornings keep these 
things in mind: 
 We ask that you wear a mask. 
 We have a safety sign-in area for you. 
 We have our seating marked off allowing there to be 6' distancing, we ask you maintain that         

distancing in your arrival and exiting the sanctuary. 
 We ask you participate in MDH, CDC and Minnesota Annual Conference suggested safety hygiene 

measures. 
 We do cleaning practices in the building. 
 We have resumed in-person and also have online options for our meetings.  We meet in-person for 

our prayer time, and UMW meetings. 
 If you don't feel comfortable or safe during Covid19 Pandemic, please continue to worship with us 

online.  We are upgrading our online presence and invite you to check us out on Sunday mornings 
at 9:30am. 

 Our goals include our desire to invite people to worship with us and see how God is on the Move in 
Red Wing.  We aim to live out our faith in loving God and loving our neighbors.  Join us at Red Wing 
First UMC.  

 We are doing things to make our worship available in both formats to grow more in love with God. 

mailto:pastorlindamc@gmail.com
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  FIGHT HUNGER ONE STEP AT A TIME 
       Get out your walking shoes for  
          VIRTUAL CROP HUNGER PRAYER WALK 
            Maps available at the Connection Center, 
     Or walk whenever and wherever you choose by Sunday, October 4. 
        Sign your name on the sidewalk in front of the church with chalk. 
How to donate: 
 Write a check to “First UMC” with an amount designated for Crop Walk 
 Give online at http://www.crophungerwalk.org/redwingmn/  Click on "Donate" at the top and  choose 
 "General" as the recipient 
 Write a check to "CWS/Crop Walk" and mail it or give it to the church secretary 
 Give cash donations designated for Crop Walk to the church secretary 
 Questions? Contact Jane Baker (janekbaker@yahoo.com) 

 

Women’s Ministry 
All women are invited to our October meetings, at the church with masks and  
social distancing.  Those attending the meetings should bring their own   
beverage and snack because no food will be provided.   

 

 Eve Circle—Monday, October 12, 9:30 a.m.  
 Ruth Circle—Tuesday, October 13, 1 p.m. 
 Mission Team—Wednesday, October 28, 1:30 p.m.  

 

If you have any questions, please contact UMW President, Jane Baker (388-9127, janekbaker@yahoo.com).  
  The United Methodist Women provides reading material on topics of current interest.   There is a UMW 
Resource bookshelf in the church library with several books, Prayer Calendars, program books, and  
Response magazines.  These items are available to anyone to take home, read, and return.   
 

The Rummage Sale is cancelled this year.  Please save your donations for 2021! 
 

TABLES FOR SALE 
Six round tables in the Fellowship Hall have recently been replaced and the used ones are for sale by the 
UMW.  Each table is 60 inches in diameter and has a white top.  Sale price is $10.  Contact Sue Nelson at  
388-6062 or 380-1870 if interested.   Buyers are responsible for transporting tables from the church.   
Sales are on a first-come, first served basis.  
 

Prayer and Care Ministry Team 
DO YOU HAVE A PRAYER REQUEST?  Perhaps you or a family member or a friend is experiencing   
a physical or mental health concern.  Maybe someone you know is facing a life-altering decision.  Or 
perhaps you know a family who has lost a loved one.  The power of prayer in all situations is            
unlimited.  

Our church has two groups that respond to prayer requests.  The Prayer Chain is a group of “prayer      
warriors” who receive requests by telephone or email and pray daily for at least two weeks for the concern; 
the Prayer and Care Ministry Team meets twice a month to share concerns and lift them in prayer.    
Prayer requests can be made by contacting the pastor, church office (388-3262), or Jane Baker (388-9127).  
All concerns are kept confidential unless permission is given to put them on the Prayer Board.  If you would 
like to participate in the prayer chain, please contact the pastor or church office.  

The Prayer and Care Ministry Team will meet Wednesdays, October 14 and 28 at 11 a.m. at the church 
with masks and social distancing.  - Jane Baker 

http://www.crophungerwalk.org/redwingmn/
mailto:janekbaker@yahoo.com
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Finance Report This Year Compared to Last Year 
Year-to-date 2020   August 31, 2020    August 31, 2019 

General Fund Income Total   $159,016.87      $181,023.36 
 

General Fund Expenses Total  $ 160,491.71      $193,344.20 
 

Hello from the Finance Committee! 
First and foremost, I want to thank all of you for your continued prayers and financial support.  I want 
to give you an update on our financial status.  As of August/September we are financially stable.  With 
changing times and the new ways that we are using our facility and receiving our offerings and support, 
we have to look at our finances in new ways. 
 

Going forward…we are beginning our work on planning the 2021 budget.  We have gotten all the com-
mittee budget requests.  We will prayerfully consider each of them at our October 14th meeting.  We will 
be basing our decisions on the format requested by Judy Plein, our Council Chair.  That format is “How 
Will We Gather?”   
 

Please keep the Finance Committee in your prayers.  We need the Holy Spirit’s guidance as we thought-
fully consider the 2021 budget, and as we build toward our stewardship drive. 
 

Jacki Henderson, Finance Chair 
 

 

 

Sunday School Time! 
Are your kids ready for Sunday School?  Sunday School is spiritual formation for kids in 
growing up, learning about God’s love and presence.  Adaptability.  Our discernment 
time of why/how/what/when/where has been happening for a couple of months.  

When school started and we wanted to determine the viral rate of increase, if there isn’t any increases 
that are significant then, we will offer it in-person; if it (viral spread) is higher than we want to see and 
schools go online, our Sunday School will reflect what we are seeing.  
 

So for now (end of September) our goals are:  
 If we have our teachers available to teach in-person, kids rate of viral spread illnesses are lower or 

manageable – then we are in-person.  
 We need kids!  If their parents don’t want them at church – and prefer online, then we adapt to      

offering through Zoom.  
 We plan to offer in-person Sunday School beginning October 25 (the week after MEA) for a six or 

seven week run this fall.  (Then, after the beginning of 2021 we will plan for more Sunday School.)  
 Please have your kids arrive at 9:30 a.m. for our worship service and come into the Sanctuary.  We 

will be adapting our church service order adjusting our children’s time earlier in the service, then 
kids will be dismissed from worship in the sanctuary to worshiping with their teachers downstairs 
in Wesley Hall and be in Sunday School.  

 We are doing things intentionally, limiting time shared in the sanctuary so as to reduce the spread of 
potential viruses.  

 Our aim continues to be Do No Harm, Do Good and Stay in Love with God in our actions and           
responses for all families and all members attending worship in-person at First UMC.  

 Pray.  Continue to pray for our children, youth, and our young adults attending schools, colleges and 
universities.  Continue to pray for our staff, teachers, administrators, volunteers for health and well-
being.  

 

That’s our plan, subject to change as needed during this unusual pandemic year of 2020.  Kids in Sunday 
School help build models for spiritual growth and love.  
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CROP HUNGER PRAYER WALK:  Spiritual and Physical Exercise 
  

What is A Prayer Walk?   A Prayer Walk is:  Walking and Praying at the same time!  A Prayer Walk 
is done with a purpose; usually, to ask for guidance or help in times of trial or uncertainty.   
Ending Hunger, in our community and around the world, is definitely one of these times! 
  

A Prayer Walk can be done by an individual, or a couple, or several friends, or a whole family. 
  

 The Prayer Walk (described below) is about 1 mile in length and consists of: 
Walking and praying at each of the six churches located on the map. 

  

To set out on this Prayer Walk:   

1.  Begin at any of the six churches and recite this prayer: 
 Lord God, we pray for everyone who is hungry today – whether they live thousands of miles away  
      or in our local communities.  Amen.  Next, Pray The Lord’s Prayer.  
After that: move to the next Church on the Prayer Walk Map 
  

2.   Recite this prayer: 
     We pray urgently for food prices around the world to stabilize and fall, so that more individuals do not 
     fall into extreme hunger.  Amen.  Next, Pray The Lord’s Prayer.    
After that: move to the third Church on the Prayer Walk  
  

3.   Recite this prayer:   
God, we ask for wisdom for our leaders and the experts working to tackle hunger, and that they will  
be willing and able to make progress in identifying ways to combat food security and help  
communities adapt to changing weather conditions.  Amen.  Pray The Lord’s Prayer.  

Next: move to the next Church on the Prayer Walk  
  

4.  Recite this prayer:   
     Lord, please bless those who go without food. Please grant compassion to those of us who have  
     enough to eat, that we may feel moved by the plight of others and give generously to those who are  
     wanting.  Amen.  Pray The Lord’s Prayer.   
Next: move to the fifth Church on the Prayer Walk  
  

5.  Recite this prayer:   
     Loving God, we pray for mothers and fathers who are watching their children die of starvation                     
     and for those who have lost all hope.  Please let them feel your love and outreach through this Prayer 
Walk.  Pray The Lord’s Prayer.   

Next: move to the Final Church on the Prayer 
Walk  
  

6. Pray:   
    In Your mercy, Lord, open our eyes and our  
    hearts to the plight of our starving brothers 
    and sisters. Inspire us to greater compassion,  
    love and generosity—the same compassion,   
    love and generosity that You have shown us.   
    We pray this in the name of Jesus Christ, who  
    came to bring abundant life for all.  Amen.  
    Pray The Lord’s Prayer.   
Return to the First Church on the Prayer 
Walk:  Pray The Lord’s Prayer. 

 Church of St. Joseph 

First Presbyterian Church 

First Lutheran Church 

United Lutheran Church 

First United Methodist Church 

Christ Episcopal Church 
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Church Historians are in School 
 

Your Church Historians are meeting in the church library every Thursday at 11:00 AM and attending 
class.  We are joining a large group of people from other Methodist Churches.  The course is from the 
General Commission on Archives and History (GCAH) and is 12 weeks long.  
 

Last week we read the Book of Discipline and found out our duties.  It was more than we thought!  We 
discussed the exterior of the church building.  We also spent time looking at the records of the ceme-
teries.  Cindy has done a wonderful job of keeping the records up to date.  There are still open grave 
sites in each of the cemeteries.  Some of the headstones need repair and cleaning.  Historians are  
responsible for the records and trustees are responsible for upkeep.  Historians and Trustees are to 
work together.  One surprise among many in the discipline.  
 

We would like anyone interested in taking photographs to contact us.  This pandemic is our current 
history.  Feel free to join us any Thursday, but there will be homework.  
 

Historians taking the class are Christie Brown, Nancy Enevold and Sue Nelson. 
 

Book Study for Autumn 2020 
Thursday, October 1, we will embark on reading and participating in a six-week  
discussion group on the book I’m Still Here, Black Dignity in a World Made For Whiteness 
by Austin Channing Brown.  
 

We will be on Zoom from 6:30-7:30pm on Thursday evenings, October 1 through  
November 5.  Our goal is to have participants join us in discussion and our work begin 

on educating ourselves in new ways around the issues of racism.  The greater United Methodist 
Church is offering webinars on Dismantling Racism.  Our Minnesota Annual Conference churches are 
participating in ways to educate, learn, grow and be more in love with God and others. 
 
 

Social Media Today 
Friends, there is a push for social media presence in our 21st Century.  While we know that not all of 
our members have access or interest in social media, we work to include those friends in our minis-
tries, too.  Our goal is to not leave people out or behind in our work.  Pray for our inclusion of all  
people in our church community.  
 

“In just ten short years, social media changed our society forever.  And in the process, it also changed 
the church growth profoundly.  When I first started in ministry over twenty years ago, it was literally 
inconceivable to fathom the impact of a digital social network.  During those days, just a few of us 
were involved in supposedly geeky things like the email; today, a church that doesn’t have a social 
media strategy is just lagging behind.”  (Church Growth Flywheel, 5 Practical Systems to Drive Church 
Growth at Your Church, Rich Birch, 2018, p 100) 
 

While we are working on building a social media strategy, you have noticed or participated in our  
Facebook Live on Sunday morning for worship.  We have been working to upgrade that process, too. 
We encourage you that when you watch, “like, share, and comment” in order to drive up the visibility 
of our social media performance on Sunday mornings (and throughout the week).  That video engage-
ment, positive engagement is important.  
 

Our meetings have been successful online through Zoom.  Our upcoming book study is through Zoom. 
We will be adding a mid-week moment on Facebook Live.  We will continue to work on our strategy, 
improve our media.  
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Caring Ministries Report  - From Jane Stone, Care Coordinator 
 

OCTOBER IS MINISTRY APPRECIATION MONTH!  This celebration began in the 1990s as Pastor  
Appreciation Month.  The observance is intended to be an opportunity for church members to thank 
their pastors for their dedication and service to their congregations and communities.  I prefer the  
term “Ministry Appreciation Month” because ministry involves more than just the pastor; EVERYONE in  
ministry should be recognized and appreciated for the work that they do! 
 

Organizational development theories tell us that leaders are crucial to growth.  Churches will not thrive 
unless there are volunteers to teach Sunday School, lead Bible studies, cook meals and serve treats, care 
for the building, count the offering, usher, sing in the choir, and contribute in so many additional ways.  
Churches will not thrive unless we come prepared to worship and to encounter God. 
 

In other words, our church is only as strong as those of us who are within its walls to worship God and 
who go outside the walls of the church to share the love of God.  What do we need to do?  We need to: 
SHOW UP – The coronavirus has kept most of our members at home.  But…We can “show up” by watch-
ing Sunday worship online or in person.  We can share the scripture and 
message with church members who do not have computer access.   
 

GIVE REGULARLY—Church expenses continue, even when we are not 
there.  Please continue to “give regularly;” send in your pledge.  We need 
to support our church building, pastor and staff, and ministries.  Finan-
cial support is important, and so is sharing our gifts and talents. 
 

SERVE OTHERS—We can support members of our church family by call-
ing, emailing, texting, sending cards and notes…checking in on others to 
let them know we care.  We can “serve others” by caring for our neigh-
bors, and everyone is our neighbor! 
 

Remember our membership vows to support the church with our pray-
ers, presence, gifts, service, and witness.  We trust God to use our gifts 
and multiply what we offer. 
 

We are all important in the eyes of God, so let’s celebrate and thank our pastor, our staff, our 
church leaders, and everyone in our congregation for all the ways they reflect the grace of God, 
the heart of Jesus, and the fruit of the Spirit.  We are truly blessed! 
 

Our church could not keep going without the support of all of us! 
 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR MANY CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE LIFE OF OUR CONGREGATION! 
 
 
************************************************************************************************** 

Christmas in a pandemic? 
We are working on praying, preparing and promising a positively passionate Christmas Eve 
service.  None like before, but with the celebration of Jesus birth in new ways.  More details 
to come…  
 

************************************************************************************************** 

Stewardship 2021 is Coming! 
The Stewardship Campaign will be coming up – we ask you to lean into love by praying for us as we  
consider our campaign for 2021.  Your generosity is what allows this church to exist in this community.  
We can’t be here without your prayers, presence, gifts, service and witness.  While it may look   
different in a pandemic, we are assessing, thinking, praying, and considering what will be new for us  
in a post-pandemic, vaccinated world.  Pray for us as we consider learn, grow, love and transform! 
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Outreach Ministries 

World Communion Sunday 
Friends, World Communion Sunday is one of my favorite services of the year (not 
to mention the only time I wear my globe necklace and earrings!).   Sunday,  
October 4, 9:30 am.  We invite our online worshipers to prepare by having your  

elements (juice and bread) ready for worship.  We invite our in-person worshipers to be prepared to take 
communion after the service with our pre-packaged elements.  
 

The wonder and blessing of taking communion with all the other Christian churches around the world  
is a powerful example of how God’s love, grace, and presence permeate our lives.  God brings us together, 
through diversity and locale as One Body.  One Mind.  One Church.  I can’t wait!  Be ready – and be  
prepared for what the Holy Spirit can do in this time. ~ Pastor Linda 
 
 

Mission Market (MM)  
The MM continues and is now located behind the sanctuary to maintain our One Way 
entrance and exit from church.  The table has a mix of summer and fall items.  Added 
since last month are squash, grapes, and gourds.  Also available are decorative items - 
gourds, cox comb, corn, and various grasses.  The MM will continue through September 
27 and possibly October 4. 
 

We have collected $494 as of September 15 for the RW Food Shelf, our 2020 recipient.  Thank you to all 
who donated produce or money to this project.  A final tally for the food shelf will be in the November 
newsletter.  - Mardell Bartlett 

 

Handcrafters 

The Handcrafters have canceled the annual November Craft Sale for this year since there has been no  
lessoning of Covid safety restrictions.  The cookbook project has gone to press.  At our September  
meeting we saw the artwork for the cover and dividers that separate the recipes by category.  The book is 
spiral bound.  Even though there will be no community sale the cookbook will be available for purchase 
by each member. 
 
Handcrafts will meet again on Thursday, October 8 which is as early in the month as it can be.  Christie 
Brown will be hostess.  We invite you to join using the Friendship Room at 10:00 a.m. wearing your mask 
and keeping social distanced.  Bring whatever project you are working on and join us for fellowship and 
conversation.  See you there. – Mardell Bartlett 
 

Technology Team Members Wanted 
While we increase our social media strategy and presence, we need more people to be a part of the 
teams.  We ask you to prayerfully consider what you would be willing to learn, take-on, and participate in 
helping us.  Please let us know if ... 
1. Are you interested in being part of the strategic team, setting the goals and ways for us to increase  

social media presence?  
2. Are you able to do graphics work? 
3. Are you able and interested in working with Bob Stone and others in the A/V booth on Sunday       

mornings so that we can set up teams of people to help with Facebook Live and audio?  
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October Birthdays 
  1 Hilde Schmitt 
  5 Fred Baker, Michael Bigelbach 
  6 Helen Gustafson 
  7 Don Featherstone, Morgan Lewis 
10  Carol Baringer, Wade Mallon 
12  Randy Bluhm, Lucas Mallon 
13  Brandi Beck 
14  Jim Cushing, Hazel Muller 
15  Terri Cobian, Chaslynn Malles 
17  Kirsten Fridell 
18  Melvin Smith 
21  Dee Bigelbach, Ben Boldt 
22  Glenn Earney, Jean Holmstadt 
23  Kane Lampman, Zachary Schutz 
26  Mardell Bartlett 
27  Roger Ferrell, Pat VanCampen 
28  Arvid Miller 
31 BJ Peterson, Jenna Sorenson 

 
October Calendar 
All Sundays at 9:30—Worship in the Sanctuary or Online on Facebook 
All Thursdays—11:00 History School in the Library 
All Fridays—The office will continue to be closed for now 
 

Thursday Oct. 8—10:00 a.m. Handcrafters in the Friendship Room 
Monday Oct. 12—9:30 a.m. Eve Circle in the Friendship Room 
Tuesday Oct. 13—1:00 p.m. Ruth Circle in the Friendship Room 
Wednesday Oct. 14—11:00 a.m. Prayer and Care in the Friendship Room 
          5:30 p.m. Finance Committee 
          6:30 Council Meeting 
Monday Oct. 19—Pastor Linda out of the office all day—NEWSLETTER DEADLINE 
Tuesday Oct. 20—6:30 p.m. Welcoming Committee 
Wednesday Oct. 21—6:30 p.m. Trustee meeting 
Wednesday Oct. 28—9:00 a.m. Breakfast Group 
                11:00 a.m. Prayer and Care in the Friendship Room 
       1:30 Mission Team meeting in the Friendship Room 
 


