The First Word
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December 2020 A Hearing Friendly Church - Try Our Looping
First United Methodist Church ~ 403 East Ave. Red Wing, MN 55066
Our Vision: We are people who have faith that God is on the Move!
Dear Friends and Church Family,
As we close out the 2020 year, we are finishing our stewardship campaign for 2021. We
finished our book study in November; many of us learned a lot and were challenged in
new ways of considering racism as part of people’s daily lives. We are sorting through
the book stack to find the next book study for January. We will work to start our confirmation class with students in January too. And, hopefully throughout our 2021 year,
we’ll have a new vaccine and life will begin a new normal for churches and outreach! <Sigh> So between now and January at church: Ready? Set? Pray. Worship. Love.
Our Advent begins on Sunday, November 29, and Pastor Kathleen Zielinski will lead our worship. Maybe you are thinking, “how can I prepare for Advent at my own worship space at home?” I would encourage you to have a candle, or if you have an Advent wreath, this year pull it out of your storage and
participate in worship with our lighting of the candles! We’ll list the scriptures below so you can prepare your heart for the way. . .
Advent 2020 – A Christmas to Remember. . .
Week 1: I Believe in Sun: Hope for tomorrow
Mark 1:1-15, Isaiah 40:1-11
Week 2: I Believe in Love: Daring Right Relationship
Matthew 1:23, Isaiah 7:14
Week 3: I Believe in God: Ode to Joy
Luke 1:52 and Isaiah 57:15b
Week 4: I Believe in the Light: Illuminating Peace
John 1:3-4, Isaiah 9:6
Christmas Eve 4:30 pm (online Facebook Live and on-Phonelive)
Kneeling in Bethlehem by Ann Weems
Christmas Eve 9:00pm (online Facebook Live and on-Phonelive)
Scripture and Songs
Sunday after Christmas – Believe this: The Time has Come (we intend to view our Christmas Eve service or the conference prepared service)
May the Spirit be present and palpable in your homes during our leading up to the Emmanuel, God
with Us on December 24. Knowing God is with us through all the seasons, isolation, challenges and
celebrations – the Spirit can bring us together this year in a new and different way. Get your candles
ready: Pray. Worship. Love.
God’s grace and peace, Pastor Linda McCollough pastorlindamc@gmail.com 612-978-2917
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Christmas Eve 2020 Luminaries
The clergy group in Red Wing wanted to find a way for the town to
celebrate Christmas, and thought maybe we could revisit what once
was a common visual celebration in town. United Lutheran, First
Lutheran, St. Paul’s Lutheran, Christ Episcopal, First Presbyterian
and First UMC will produce luminaries (85 per church) and we will
place them from 3rd through 6th Streets and around the park for
Christmas Eve. People will be able to drive-by or they will be able to
walk through the area. The Carillon at Christ Episcopal will ring out
Christmas carols at times throughout the evening. The current plan is that the luminaries will be lit from
5-9pm.
Friends, that means we will need people to assemble the luminaries (bag, sand and 8-12 hour candles
that the church office will purchase as we strive for uniformity in the churches). We will be looking for
teams to assemble them, teams to put them out and light them, and then, to help with clean up at 9pm.

Christmas Eve worship packets for Families 2020
Christmas Eve will be a special, different, and Spirit-filled evening. We are going to prepare packets for
your home worship with bulletin, lyrics and litanies so you can participate with us. There will be some
special treats for you. AND! if you have children, there will be an item for the kids. Please call Cindy,
Jane Stone or Pastor Linda with the total number of people (total number of children fifth grade and
younger) that will be with you on Christmas Evening so we can prepare the bags. Thank you. Remember our theme? A Christmas to Remember!

Worship by Telephone
No computer? No internet? Did you know that you can still hear the entire worship service on your
home phone? We are now participating in PhoneLive Streaming. Our church is making this available to
you at no charge. It allows you to hear the announcements, music, scripture, sermon, children's time-everything others are hearing on Sunday morning. The preferred method is to contact
Cindy in the office (388-3262), Bob Stone (651-246-0631), or Jane Stone (388-2113)
to have the system call you at 9:30 on Sunday mornings. Another option is to call the
toll-free number, 1-844-570-5433. If you miss the service at 9:30 Sunday morning,
you can call in later--at any time before the next worship service--to hear the Sunday
service. There might be other special announcements or programs at other times. If
you have questions or desire more information, please call Bob Stone.

Welcoming Committee


The Welcoming Committee encourages our members to contribute socks, hats and mittens to the
Blessing Box, which is located near the Fourth Street entrance. Personal care items are also
welcomed. During this time of pandemic and cold winter months, our needy friends will appreciate
your donations. THANK YOU!



Our committee also encourages donations of coats, blankets, and sleeping bags to the Coat Shed,
located outside Christ Episcopal Church.



Welcoming Committee members signed 100 Thanksgiving cards for residents of St. Crispin, bringing
us to 500 cards delivered to them since July 4!
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Finance Report This Year Compared to Last Year
Year-to-date 2020
General Fund Income Total
General Fund Expenses Total

October 31, 2020
$186,689.35
$199,497.25
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October 31, 2019
$218,624.52
$242,645.26

End of the Year Giving and Stewardship Campaign
Friends, throughout the 2020 year we’ve been unable to hold any of our fundraising events. The result
of the shifts and pivots in the last nine months of pandemic we have gone through these steps: shut
down, online worship, in-person limited #s worship, increasing our worship numbers this fall, then, our
turn the dial-back to red, only online streaming and finally (and thankfully) adding Phonelive for our
non-internet members. We would ask you to prayerfully consider our budget/expenses for this everchanging year. If you are able, finish your pledge for the year and/or give an additional gift to
help cover what you may have given to the fundraising events throughout the year. You can contact Cindy to see where you stand on your pledge.
Our stewardship campaign: Revolutionary Love 2021, Uprising to: Learn. Grow. Love. Transform. The
returning of our pledge cards is around 25% of cards turned in, and those are covering 35% of the
budgeted expenses. If you still have your card, or if you didn’t get a card, please contact the office for
another to be sent out to you. Also, remember we can sign you up for Electronic Funds Transfer so you
can make your giving consistent and easy. Just contact Cindy in the church office.
Thank you, Jacki Henderson, Finance Chair

Sunday School pivot and change
We had returned to in-person Children’s Sunday School in October, and it was beyond fun to have the
energy and excitement of the kids in the building! Due to our dial-back to red, we needed to come up
with new ways to connect. There are online ways to connect (via Zoom) and do the programming with
children at home. However, we know many parents/children live in maxed out screen time by Sunday
morning.
Therefore, with a great pivot by our teachers, Katie Bystrom and Michelle Mallon, and CYF Staff Crystal
Henderson we are adding their teaching time to worship on Sunday morning during Children’s time.
We are working on this for the upcoming weeks so that it is a positive opportunity for kids to learn and
grow in spirit and faith. Thank you!

Christmas Project
This year we are providing Christmas hope through giving for five families in the
Christmas Project. Our Outreach staff person Crystal Henderson, 651-212-3963,
is organizing the project. There are a couple of ways you can help: 1. If you want
to shop, call Crystal and ask what is needed. 2. If you want to participate, but don’t
want to shop, call Crystal and tell her which gift you would like to contribute toward and then, notate that on check you turn into the office.
Covid19 has created many needs. If you want to figure out ways you can help, call Crystal, and say “I
will help.” We thank you in advance for your help and dedication to this project.
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Caring Ministries Report - From Jane Stone, Care Coordinator
This Christmas, like our 2020 Easter and Thanksgiving, may be unlike the holiday of the past. I’m wondering how I will manage my Christmas shopping; I prefer in-person shopping to shopping on the internet. It’s looking like our Christmas Eve service will be on Facebook rather than in person in the sanctuary. The biggest question: Will we all be able to gather together? Some things will be the same, though:
Decorations will be put up, the tree will be decorated, cookies will be baked, and Christmas music will
be played. In fact, I’ve been hearing Christmas music on the radio for weeks already.
I love the sounds of Christmas! Here are some of my favorites:
Bells – On my front door I hang a snowman with jingle bells that ring whenever the door is opened or
closed. I also hang antique sleigh bells. When I was a child, these brass bells, big ones and small ones,
jingled as we rode via horse and cutter to meet the school bus when snow and ice prevented the bus
from ascending our steep hill. Of course, there were also lots of rides just for the fun of it!
Laughter - There is nothing better than the sound of laughter as friends and family gather to celebrate
the Christmas season. This year, unfortunately, many of the usual Christmas gatherings will not occur.
Hopefully, there can still be small family gatherings. Nothing compares to the laughter of children and
grandchildren delighting in their gifts and time together!
Music – I love Christmas music! Some people become irritated when it starts so soon in the season,
but I love those traditional Christmas songs and hymns. Last year our Welcoming Committee hosted a
Christmas program for seniors, “The Carols of Christmas,” and it was so much fun to share the history
of these carols and sing a verse or two. Perhaps next year a Christmas program and party can be hosted
again.
Christmas Story Read Aloud – When I was a child, my family and all my aunts, uncles, and cousins
went to Grandma and Grandpa’s on Christmas Day. Before gifts were opened, Uncle Tom always read
the Christmas story from the Bible. It brought to life the birth of Jesus for all of us.
Requests and Wishes – Those who have children and grandchildren are accustomed to hearing all the
“I wants” from them. It helps us determine just what excites them the most and helps us come up with
ideas for gifts. Requests and wishes also come from those in need. Let’s support the Red Wing Area
Food Shelf, the Goodhue County Christmas Project, and other organizations that are caring for the needy
during this holiday season (and year-round!).
Let’s take time to hear and enjoy the sounds of Christmas and to remember the sounds on that very first
Christmas:

There’s a song in the air! There’s a star in the sky!
There’s a mother’s deep prayer and a Baby’s low cry!
And the star rains its fire while the beautiful sing,
For the manger of Bethlehem cradles a King!
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Outreach Ministries
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Family Fare Receipts
Family Fare receipts for 2019, 2020, and 2021 are needed to meet our goal of
$150,000 by the end of 2021. Currently we have $90,000 which is almost 2/3 of
the amount needed. Please put them in the collection box in the foyer.

The Second Order of Cookbooks are Here
The handcrafter’s cookbook is again available for purchase at $15. It contains over 300 recipes contributed by members and friends of 1st UMC. It was organized by Erin Marcks.
The cookbook is spiral bound with wipe off covers. The artwork is bright and
beautiful on the cover and each divider page between sections. There are many
pages in the back of helpful hints, substitutions, quick fixes, cooking terms, and
even how to set a traditional table. (Does anyone do that anymore?) Another
page lists amounts of food needed for groups of 25, 50, and 100.
Cookbooks are available by calling the church office (388-3262). Checks should
be made out to the church with cookbook written in the memo line.
Thanks to all who contributed recipes and a special thanks to Erin for organizing
the book.

Food Shelf
The RED WING FOOD SHELF needs food for hungry people, especially during
the holiday season. Please put a nonperishable food item--such as canned
vegetables, pasta, or cereal—in the collection box in the foyer, or a check
designated for the Food Shelf in your offering. Every gift is appreciated!

Handcrafts
We have some “good news’’ and some “bad news” in this article. The bad news is that we sold out the
cookbook. We also have had to cancel our meetings for November and December due to the virus case
increases. We are planning on meeting again in January 2021.
Now for the GOOD NEWS— We have ordered more cookbooks and they have just arrived and are in
the church office. The cost will be the same at $15. We were pleased that people enjoyed the cookbook and now more of you will be able to purchase the book, try out the delicious recipes, and enjoy
the result.
Wishing you all the best of Christmas using your creativity to have a Blessed Christmas. ~ Mardell
Bartlett
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Crop Walk
Thanks to everyone who participated in this year’s CROP HUNGER PRAYER WALK. More than
$6,626 was raised through the combined efforts of six churches and online giving. Of this total, 25%
will go to the Red Wing Food Shelf.

Women’s Ministry
All UMW activities, including the Cookie Walk, are cancelled for the rest of 2020.
We want our members to stay safe and healthy. Hopefully, we will be able to meet
in person sometime in 2021! Get more information about UMW from local president Jane Baker
(388-9127, janekbaker@yahoo.com) or online at www.unitedmethodistwomen.org

TABLES FOR SALE
Six round tables in the Fellowship Hall have recently been replaced and the used ones are for sale by
the UMW. Each table is 60 inches in diameter and has a white top. Sale price is $10. Contact Sue
Nelson at 388-6062 or 380-1870 if you are interested. Sales are on a first-come, first served basis.

Prayer Opportunities
Our church has two groups that respond to prayer requests. The prayer chain is a group
of “pray-ers” who receive requests by telephone or email and pray daily for at least two weeks
for the concern; the Prayer and Care Ministry Team meets twice a month to share concerns and lift
them up in prayer. Prayer requests can be made by contacting the pastors, church office (388-3262),
or Jane Baker (388-9127). All concerns are kept confidential unless permission is given to put them
on the Prayer Board.
The Prayer and Care Ministry Team will meet Wednesdays, December 2 and 16, at 11 am, via Zoom
or phone. If you would like to join us, please contact the church office.
NO-BAKE COOKIE WALK
We are having a “safety-first” cookie walk this year!
There will be no mixing, hot ovens, or walking.
We’d really like to see you
at a live cookie walk, but all of us are in quarantine.
So please donate the equivalent of
what you would spend to bake or buy cookies or candy
to the United Methodist Women.
This non-event is our fundraiser for the year
and will help to fund local, national and global mission activities.
Please send your contributions,
checks written to UMW and notated Cookie Walk
to the church office, 403 East Avenue, Red Wing, MN 55066.
Thank you!
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First UMC Historians
We are taking a 12 week course called Local Church Historian School provided by the United Methodist Conference. We’ve begun gathering and sorting historical items which have been stored or
donated to our church in the past.
We would welcome receiving donations of any historical items and pictures of our church or
churches that merged into our congregation in the late 1800s or early 1900s. If you have anything
in your attic gathering dust and don’t know what to do with it, call Cindy in the office for the procedure. ~ Christie Brown, Nancy Enevold, Sue Nelson

Mondema Update
Hi church friends. As we approach the holiday season, Bruce and I are anxious to go to Mondema
village in Sierra Leone. Since we have not been seeing our church community in person, we
thought it was time to give a written update of the happenings in Mondema.
First of all, the preschool is currently in session with 170 children all wearing masks. Brenda has
had contact with the teachers monthly since August and has started communicating with them
twice a month in November. Three teachers have completed the educational requirements for
their African teaching license and will take exams during mid-November to mid-December. A donation was received to pay their transportation and food cost during that time. In summer 2020
Brenda did a Facebook fundraiser to purchase mattresses used during nap time and more child
sized chairs. Brenda is looking forward to conversations with the teachers, conversions with
the primary school teachers and conversations with the villagers about building a library.
The challenges that exist right now are paying monthly teacher salaries of $275.00 (for all 6 teachers) and paying the gardener in charge of fruit trees a $25.00 monthly salary.
Our own mud brick house is almost finished! A very deep well was dug for us as a surprise! One of
our teachers will be living there with her two children as our caretaker. Email or call us if you have
further questions about this non-profit. ~ Bruce and Brenda Blair
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December Birthdays
2
3
4
10
11
12
13
14
17

Bertha Tiedeman
Jared Youmans
Rosemary Alley
Betty Jane Everett
Jenna Early
Bob Everett
Marne Kenitz
Rebecca Swenning
Doug Sjostrom

19
20
23
24
27
29
30
31

Greg Lange
Jacki Henderson
Earl Kenitz
Greg Gernentz
Jessie Boldt
Dan Munson
Yvonne Thimijan
Lorraine Nelson

December Calendar

Office is open Monday—Thursday from 11:00 a.m.—4:00 p.m.—Cindy is in and the doors are unlocked
All Sundays at 9:30—Worship Online on Facebook or through PhoneLine (See article on page 2)
All Fridays— Office closed
Wednesdays Dec. 2 and 16—11:00 Prayer and Care on Zoom
Wednesday Dec. 9—6:30 Council meeting on Zoom
Tuesday Dec. 15—6:30—8:00 River Valley District All Church Conference
Thursday Dec. 17—Newsletter Deadline
Monday Dec. 21—Friday Dec. 25—Office Closed all Week
Thursday Dec. 24—4:30 and 9:00 p.m. Worship Online on Facebook and PhoneLine (See articles on
pages 1 and 2)

Deaths of Members and Friends November 2019 – October 2020
Samuel Berthel Pearson – (10/28/1926 – 11/15/2019)
Steven Eugene Koehn – (3/4/1953 – 11/27/2019)
William Mosher Gaskin – (1/27/1939 – 12/23/2019)
Dr. Arlene Cooper – (8/25/1934 – 1/28/2020)
Denney Edward Tilbury – (10/18/1948 – 2/24/2020)
Maynard James Wright – (5/1/1934 – 2/29/2020)
Marjorie Goggins – (10/30/1926 – 4/30/2020)
Terry Clare Olson – (1/5/1942 – 5/12/2020
Muriel Phyllys Copp – (12/17/1935 – 5/27/2020)
Phyllis Althoff – (3/10/1934 – 8/10/2020)
Edwin Emil Sjostrom – (6/25/1925 – 8/28/2020)
Curtis Dean Warwick – (2/2/1935 – 9/12/2020)
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