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September 2020 A Hearing Friendly Church - Try Our Looping
First United Methodist Church ~ 403 East Ave. Red Wing, MN 55066
Our Vision: We are people who have faith that God is on the Move!
Friends and family from 1st UMC,
God’s goodness and mercies are new each day; we need to remember
it and practice it in our daily faithful journey. It is easy to get sucked
into the same-old-same-old, even in this unprecedented time with
the memorable year of 2020. We crave to go back to the way it was
before, and the things that bring a sense of normal and peace to our
lives. I want to remind us that God is in the moments, God is on the
Move and God is unfailing in love and presence with us in this time.
We know that God is always with us, and nothing can separate us from the love of God, and the promise
that God will never forsake us.
Times will continue to look different for us in ministry and church, and we are adapting to the new ways
of those things. I believe firmly and fully that we have opportunities before us that we wouldn’t have
otherwise because of Covid19, uprising of racial injustice, and the hope for the transformation of the
country! It is about creativity and willing spirits to try something new, to focus on a future and not
reminisce and romanticize on the ways of the past that can tie our hands from possibility.
My prayer as we begin this autumn season and build momentum up again, is that we are grounded and
centered by remembering that our first objective is to Praise God and be faithful people. The second and
third objectives are to live into the mission of the church to make disciples for the transformation of the
world, and then, to emulate Jesus in our actions, teachings, and creative responses by living out God is on
the Move. We can’t coast in our faith journeys, God is moving in us, through us, and around us! Hallelujah.
May we create an uprising of love in this new era! Peace, Pastor Linda McCollough

Breakthrough Prayer
*Consider a commitment to pray this prayer for our church and community once each day in 2020.

Loving God,
We yearn for you with all of our hearts. We hunger for more of your spirit-vision for
our church and the well-being of the Red Wing community. You love us, you hear us,
you have amazing plans for us. Show us where you are and give us courage to keep
moving toward you and our neighbor with hope, love, and boldness. In Jesus' name.
Amen
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Book Study

In October on Zoom we’ll offer a book study: I’m Still Here—Black Dignity in a
World Made for Whiteness by Austin Channing Brown. This book is a step toward
First UMC embarking on racial-justice education and discussions that will grow our
understanding and faith. If you would like to order it yourself and begin reading it
now, that would be wonderful. If you would like us to order it for you, please
contact the church office and leave your request. Please consider joining this
discussion group around this book and topic.

Small Groups
Relaunching small groups! We hope as the autumn rushes toward us that we will build some new ways
to create small group opportunities where safety is part of the equation. Please pray for us as we sort
out the new and next stages of Small Group Life Together 2020-2021!

Social Media
Social Media and online presence are part of our world, cultural context, and the church. We have been
working on new ideas, new ways of communicating and will increase our understanding over the next
few months.
 We have shifted our Facebook Live to a different camera and are working on it and improving
our video/sound quality.
 We encourage you to “like” “share” and “comment” for boosting it in people’s feeds.
 We are assessing and analyzing the online presence in new ways. (Website, Facebook,
Instagram, and hopefully adding a little Tiktok)
 We will add a weekly reading, devotional or inspirational mid-week moment.
 We will hope to build a stronger presence to widen our circle online.

**************************************************************
2020 CROP WALK
FIGHT HUNGER ONE STEP AT A TIME
Get out your walking shoes for
VIRTUAL CROP WALK
Walk whenever and wherever you choose
by Sunday, October 4.
Bring your donations to the church office.
More information as it is available.
Jane Baker, contact person (janekbaker@yahoo.com)
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Finance Report This Year Compared to Last Year
Year-to-date 2020
General Fund Income Total
General Fund Expenses Total

July 31, 2020
$144,043.67
$ 141,965.40

July 31, 2019
$161,392.36
$169,854.64

Prayer and Care Ministry Team

The Prayer and Care Ministry Team will meet Wednesdays, September 9 and 23, at
11 am, in the Friendship Room with social distancing. If you have prayer requests or joys,
please contact Jane Baker (388-9127, janekbaker@yahoo.com) or the pastor or church office.

Women’s Ministry
Welcome new pastor, Pastor Linda McCollough! We look forward to working
with you as we serve our church, community and world.
The United Methodist Women begins its fall schedule in September with the following gatherings in
the Friendship Room with masks and social distancing. Those attending the meetings should bring
their own beverage and snack because no food will be provided.


Mission Team, Wednesday, September 2, 1:30 pm



Ruth Circle, Tuesday, September 8, 1 pm, Margaret Foster, chairwoman



Eve Circle, Monday, September 14, 9:30 am, Sue Nelson, chairwoman



Mission Team, Wednesday Sept. 23, 1:30 pm

All women are invited to the meetings. If you have any questions, please contact UMW President, Jane
Baker (388-9127, janekbaker@yahoo.com).
Unfortunately, the Fall Rummage Sale has been cancelled this year due to the pandemic. We
anticipate a large sale next year!
While we await additional UMW events, each of us can become more informed about current events by
reading Response magazine (copies in the church library) and books that were listed in previous newsletters. We can look for ways to help our neighbors and our community. Most importantly, we can lift
prayers for God to bring comfort, hope, peace, joy, and love to everyone affected by the unrest, health
emergency, and conflicts in our world.
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Caring Ministries Report - From Jane Stone, Care Coordinator
During recent months, I have taken part in several workshops in which presenters discussed the role of
the church amid the Covid-19 pandemic, racial injustice, and more. The message in these workshops is
that we—ALL OF US—have a role to play in where we go from here. In fact, one workshop was titled
“Where Do We Go from Here?” The most recent, attended just two days prior to this writing, was titled
“Being Church Today.” Nearly 600 people were online to hear how this is done. Here are some of the
highlights:
Rozella Haydee White, coach, creator, consultant, and author of the book Love Big, used Dr. Barbara
Holmes’ phrase “crisis contemplation.” This is a time of silence and solitude to heal, instruct, and
connect us with our being. Ms. White told us the church has the ability to invite us to crisis
contemplation. It requires these four steps:
1.
2.
3.
4.

Rest – stop (don’t just slow down; actually stop), breathe, engage in rest.
Remember – think about what God has done.
Release – give up control of what should be.
Restore – commit to what is important.

Dr. Valerie Bridgeman, Dean and Vice President of Academic Affairs at Methodist Theological School in
Ohio, stressed that the church must be prophetic; the church must challenge communities. These are
the things she said a church must be and do:
1. Be a visible presence.
2. Make church buildings available to meet the needs of the community.
3. Preach from the Social Principles of the United Methodist Church.
Rev. Emmy Kegler, pastor and author, stated that we are “uncomfortable with discomfort.” She said we
must break up cliques; we should form horseshoes, not circles, so there is room for others to join.
Lay members of Calvary Lutheran Church in Minneapolis emphasized that the church needs to be the
kingdom of God. We need to open the doors to love and serve our community.
Several of the ten keynote presenters referenced Galatians 3:28: “There is no longer Jew or Greek, there
is no longer slave or free, there is no longer male and female; for all of you are one in Christ Jesus.” This
came from a first-century creed and affirmed the identity of the church. It empowered the early church,
gave it strength, and is as relevant now as it was then. We are humans, and humanity was created in the
image of God. We are to be a community that shares and cares for one another. Rev. Dr. Joy J. Moore,
Luther Seminary Academic Dean and Vice President of Academic Affairs and United Methodist Church
Pastor, asked us to consider: “What is the sequel of the story you are called to live? What will people
say about our church 100 years from now?” One of our River Valley District pastors answered that
question this way: “See how they love one another!” May that be our present and our future!
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Outreach Ministries
Food Shelf
The start of the school year brings more people to
the Red Wing Food Shelf. Put your donations of
nonperishable food items—peanut butter, canned
fruits and vegetables, pasta--for the Food Shelf in the marked container at
the church entrance or in the offering plate (designated for Food Shelf).
Also, you can support this year’s virtual Red Wing Crop Walk on Sunday,
October 4, from which 25% of funds raised will go to the RW Food Shelf, the other 75% to food and
water projects around the world through Church World Service. Thank you for your generosity!

Family Fare Receipts
Please continue to put your Family Fare receipts in the box in Hamline Foyer. We have collected
$50,000 worth of receipts toward the goal of $150,000 for which the store will give us $1,000.
Receipts from 2019 and 2020 are accepted. Thank you for continuing to donate your receipts!

Mission Market
While high winds and heavy rains have hit our area recently, the mission
market has a good variety of produce to choose from each Sunday. Added
since last month is sweet corn thanks to Dianne and Ralph Korfhage.
Tomatoes and peppers have not shown up, but should be in abundance by the
time you read this. Cucumbers and zucchini are available and thanks to a late
planting radishes and lettuce are still available. Also coming in September are
squash and decorative items-gourds and ornamental corn both small and
large. The market is in the Hamline Commons near the East Ave door. As we open up more from Covid
the location likely will change, but will continue to be each Sunday at church.
While this has been a difficult year to have the mission market to raise funds for missions, we have
managed to have produce each Sunday since June 28th. As of Sunday, August 16 we have donations
totaling $351 for the local food shelf, the recipient of this year’s funds.—Mardell Bartlett

Handcrafters
The handcrafters group continues to meet the second Thursday morning of each month at 10 a.m. in
the Friendship Room. While some members stay safe at home, other members
continue to meet wearing masks and practicing social distancing. New minister
Pastor Linda joined us for conversation and fellowship at our August meeting. She
is not a handcrafter, but brought her adult coloring book and colors. She was able
to meet a few more members. The rest continue to work on current projects.
Unless things change drastically, we continue to have bottled water and some kind
of purchased snack bar as treats. If you feel safe and are interested, please join us
for fellowship and bring whatever project you are working on.—Mardell Bartlett
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September Birthdays
2
3
9
11
12
13
14
16
17
19
20
22
30

Jane Baker
Joe Motz
Barb Featherstone, Dayne Zimmer
Brianna Beck
Dianne Korfhage
Krista Early
Dewey Baringer
Pastor Linda McCollough
Hannah Bystrom, Margaret Foster
Elmer Holmstadt
Sumner Boldt, Marilyn Ryan
Inez Chicquette, Kim Cory, Melissa Cushing, Josh Rikli
Lexi Rikli, Bob Stroupe

September Calendar
The Office will continue to be closed ALL Fridays for the time being.
All attending worship or meetings in the church are required to wear masks and social distance.
Sunday

6, 13, 20, 27

9:30 Worship in the Sanctuary or On-line through Facebook

Monday

14

9:30 Eve Circle

Tuesday

8

1:00 Ruth Circle

Wednesday

2
9

16
23
Thursday

10

1:30 Mission Team
11:00 Prayer and Care
5:30 Finance meeting
6:30 Council Meeting
6:30 Trustees
11:00 Prayer and Care
1:30 Mission Team
10:00 Handcrafters

Newsletter Deadline for submitting articles is Saturday, September 19
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