The First Word
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November 2020 A Hearing Friendly Church - Try Our Looping
First United Methodist Church ~ 403 East Ave. Red Wing, MN 55066
Our Vision: We are people who have faith that God is on the Move!
Friends and church family of First UMC,
We enter into a time of gratitude and thanksgiving, while we are working on our Stewardship theme: Revolutionary Love 2021: Uprising to: Learn. Grow. Love. Transform.
Actions that will ultimately reshape us into God’s kin’dom differently, and inspire us to
give more through time, talents, treasures, tithes and giving to First UMC. Revolutionary
Love should guide our hearts and minds into the ways of the future!
We are in this unprecedented pandemic time. Now is when we need to be bold in our actions and
responses to a world that is hurting, and bring Jesus because of who we are as followers, believers and
community-minded people of Red Wing.
While we travel this journey, I shared some questions from Adam Copeland’s: Beyond the Offering
Plate, A Holistic Approach to Stewardship in worship. I will post them again in the newsletter. I hope
you will take the time to talk through them with each other or your circle. They inspired me as I read
them considering those that influenced me and how I can influence beyond my life and serving.
Here they are:
1. What is your earliest family memory of giving and volunteering?
2. Who have been some of your heroes and role models that reflect a generous life?
3. To what people and places do you feel a sense of gratitude?
4. What are the one or two life experiences that shaped who you are today?
5. What is precious to you?
6. What values do you want to pass on to your family and friends?
(Beyond the Offering Plate, 2017, p. 47)
Gratitude is also a theme for us in November, as Thanksgiving approaches, may we all consider sending
a note of encouragement or thanks to a couple of people from our community and church family. We
all too often think about people, but the thought into action is different. Our sharing love and faith with
others brings a contagious spirit of love – may we cast that out far and wide this year! Amen.
Pastor Linda McCollough pastorlindamc@gmail.com

Advent and Christmas Planning is underway! We will share more details soon.
Luminaries. Singing at home or outside. Glow sticks. A Christmas to Remember
is our theme! I look forward, as your pastor, to creating something different
than the past and ways for us to rejoice in Advent and Christmas Eve 2020.
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Crop Walk
This year’s Crop Walk provided an opportunity for people to walk and
pray during a beautiful fall weekend to support local and global hunger
relief. First UMC gave $695 to the community effort of which 25% will be
given to the Red Wing Food Shelf. Totals for the Red Wing effort are not
yet available. THANK YOU to everyone who walked and/or made
donations.

Women’s Ministry
All women are invited to our November meetings in the Friendship Room. Scarves, hats, and mittens of all
sizes will be collected for the Christmas Project.
Eve Circle—Monday, November 9—9:30 am
Ruth Circle—Tuesday, November 10—1 pm
Mission Team—Wednesday, December 4—2 pm
For more information about United Methodist Women, contact Jane Baker (388-9127,
janekbaker@yahoo.com).
Congratulations to Christie Brown who was elected to serve as the Minnesota Conference UMW
Coordinator of Spiritual Growth for 2021-22. We know that she will do a great job.
The United Methodist Women provides reading material on topics of current interest. There is a UMW
Resource bookshelf in the church library with several books, Prayer Calendars, program books, and
Response magazines. These items are available to anyone to take home, read, and return.

TABLES FOR SALE
Six round tables in the Fellowship Hall have recently been replaced and the used ones are for sale by the
UMW. Each table is 60 inches in diameter and has a white top. Sale price is $10. Contact Sue Nelson at
388-6062 or 380-1870 if interested. Buyers are responsible for transporting tables from the church.
Sales are on a first-come, first served basis.

Prayer Opportunities
Our church has two groups that respond to prayer requests. The prayer chain is a group of
“pray-ers” who receive requests by telephone or email and pray daily for at least two weeks for the
concern; the Prayer and Care Ministry Team meets twice a month to share concerns and lift them
up in prayer. Prayer requests can be made by contacting the pastor, church office (388-3262), or
Jane Baker (388-9127). All concerns are kept confidential unless permission is given to put it on the
Prayer board. The Prayer and Care Ministry team will meet Wednesdays, November 11 and 18 at 11 a.m. in
the Friendship Room with masks and social distancing. Everyone is welcome!
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Finance Report This Year Compared to Last Year
Year-to-date 2020
General Fund Income Total
General Fund Expenses Total

September 30, 2020
$172,786.37
$179,337.18
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September 30, 2019
$197,468.93
$218,001.40

Gratitude Idea Moments for November:
1. What do you value most about your home?
2. What’s one good habit you’ve formed, and why do you appreciate
yourself for doing this? How has it improved your life?
3. Who is the most positive or inspiring person you know, and what do
you most enjoy and appreciate about being around them?
4. I’m fortunate that I don’t currently have to worry about …
From: Tiny Buddha’s gratitude journal – by Lori Deschene, 2017.

Family, Children, Youth Ministries
Sunday School has started for the 2020 season! We invite our children to come to church on Sunday
mornings. They start out in the worship service at 9:30 and then after Children’s Time they go down to
the Wesley Hall for in-person Sunday School worship. We celebrate that we will do a six-to-eight weeks
of Sunday School this season. If you have any questions, please contact Crystal.
Confirmation parents have been invited to send their youth to Confirmation in 2021 – we look forward
to it beginning in January. We’ve ordered out books for this time of learning and taking the next step of
“confirming your baptism.” If you have any questions, please contact Pastor Linda!
pastorlindamc@gmail.com or at 612-978-2917 text or call.
Youth Time! We will be setting up a gathering on Zoom for youth to gather and do a check-in on how
the school year is going and how we can be a support to them beyond our weekly prayers. If you have
any questions or concerns, please contact Pastor Linda or Crystal.

Pandemic Church World!
As we watch our numbers carefully for the Red Wing community, we continue to be aware of the Covid19 viral infection rate. We aim to do all that we can to keep a safe environment and people participating at in-church venue times. We ask you always wear a mask while in the building. Staff can be in
their offices with doors closed while working and not wear their masks in their respective offices.
However, we will put one as soon as someone walks into the space or when we are in common areas of
the church building. Here’s what we ask:
 Wear a mask.
 Maintain at least 6’ distancing. (This is harder to do for people as they get more comfortable in the
building, meetings and gatherings. Please work to stay 6’ from your friends at church.)
 Practice proper hygiene. Sanitizing stations are located in main areas of the church.
 Sign-in on Sunday mornings at the station.
 Sit apart from your neighbor by 6’ in the sanctuary.
 Use the front door to go into sanctuary and the doors in the back of the sanctuary when you exit.
 Use Zoom for meetings as often as you can for safety, especially as the winter viruses increase.
 If we need to stop meeting in-person due to the increase of infection rates, we will notify by word-of
-mouth, Facebook, and email.
 Be safe, practice what you need to stay safe, especially during this upcoming winter.
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Caring Ministries Report - From Jane Stone, Care Coordinator
The temps are in the 20s, snow is in the forecast (in fact, flakes are falling as I write this), and the
pandemic continues. Cold weather and snow do not particularly make me feel grateful, especially when
they arrive a month earlier than normal. Yet, here we are in the season of thanks. Thanksgiving will
arrive later this month, even though our big family celebrations will need to take place over Zoom, if at
all. Our Thanksgiving dinner at church will not take place. 2020 is certainly a year like no other, and it
sounds like 2021 may not be much different.
Still, we need to give thanks. To remind me of this, I put my “Give Thanks” pillow on the sofa along with
Thanksgiving decor when I put out the Halloween decorations.
This is what we need now and into the immediate future:
Positivity - We need to be positive; positive thinking can increase confidence, reduce stress, and
promote healthy behaviors. Connecting with others during this challenging time not only boosts their
positivity and hope for the future, but it also boosts our own positivity and sense of hope. Let’s stay
connected as a church family!
Gratitude - When we strive to remain positive, we are aware of those things in our lives that are good.
We need to express that gratitude! We could keep a gratitude journal, informally jot down our joys,
send thank-you notes to those who have made a difference in our lives, and say “thank you” to those
who are helpful to us—grocery store employees, restaurant servers (whether we dine in or use delivery
or pick-up services), plumbers, mechanics, those who provide our worship services, and more.
Prayer - The best way to express gratitude is through prayer. Not only do we express our thanks to God
for all that he provides, but we also lift up our concerns, hopes, and needs. God is always there and
always listening!
A Prayer of Thanksgiving: Grateful for the Giver
by James Spencer of the Moody Center
Lord, as I participate in the all-too-consuming activities that require my attention today, I pray that I
would not lose sight of You. Give me this day a heart of gratitude.
Give me a heart of gratitude which looks beyond my appreciation for things, for comfort, for peace, for
prosperity.
Give me a heart of gratitude which is ever and always thankful for the Giver, thankful for the One who has
provided, thankful for the One who, unlike His gifts, will never fade away.
Give me a heart of gratitude which refuses to surrender to frivolous complaint, to seek more than you have
given, to succumb to the annoyances and frustrations of this world.
Give me a heart of gratitude which is so filled with thanksgiving that worry and concern have no room.
Give me a heart of gratitude which remembers you as the present Giver who is my refuge and my portion.
Give me a heart of gratitude which cries out thanksgiving and praise even in the midst of anguish, pain,
and frustration.
Give me a heart of gratitude which is capable of love, hope, and peace despite the tensions, hurts, and
foolishness of this world.
Give me a heart of gratitude which is ever and always Yours. Amen.
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Outreach Ministries
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Cards to St. Crispin
Members of our Welcoming Committee have sent 370 thinking-of-you cards to
residents at St. Crispin Care Center since July 4 and continue to write and send
more cards. If you have thinking-of-you cards, either with a verse or blank inside,
that you could donate, please drop them off at the church office. Thank you!

The Cookbooks are Here
The handcrafter’s cookbook is now available for purchase at $15. It contains over
300 recipes contributed by members and friends of 1st UMC. It was organized by
Erin Marcks.
The cookbook is spiral bound with wipe off covers. The artwork is bright and beautiful on the cover and each divider page between sections. There are many pages in
the back of helpful hints, substitutions, quick fixes, cooking terms, and even how to
set a traditional table. (Does anyone do that anymore?) Another page lists amounts
of food needed for groups of 25, 50, and 100.
Cookbooks are available by calling the church office (388-3262). Checks should be
made out to the church with cookbook written in the memo line. Cookbooks can also be purchased each
Sunday after church in the Friendship Room.
Thanks to all who contributed recipes and a special thanks to Erin for organizing the book.

Mission Market (MM)
The 2020 Mission Market closed on Sunday, October 4th. Left overs of decorative items have been used
by Vicky Koehn to decorate the sanctuary and the Hamline Commons. Thank you Vicky!!!
Donations which go to the Red Wing Food Shelf totaled $665. Thanks for your monetary donations and
even to those of you that contributed produce during the summer.

Food Shelf
Winter is coming!! ‘Tis the season that the RED WING FOOD SHELF needs
food supplies for hungry people. Please put a nonperishable food item--such
as peanut butter, macaroni and cheese, or cereal—in the collection box in the
foyer, or a check designated for the Food Shelf in the offering plate. Every gift
is appreciated!

Family Fare Receipts
Please continue to save your receipts and deposit them in the box at the Connection Center. We have
$75,000 toward the total of $150,000 for which the SpartanNash Company will give us $1,000. Receipts
from all Family Fare locations are accepted as well as those from Family Fresh and Econo. Receipts from
2019 and 2020 are currently accepted. Receipts from 2021 will be accepted after January 1.
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November Birthdays
1
5
10
15
17
19
20
22
23
24
25
26
27
29

Bruce Duerkop, John Norquist
Ray Meyer
Dawn Munson
Tom Rikli
George Lenertz
Sue Nelson
Linda Hanisch
Joyce Johnson
Phyl Hendrickson
Gayle Boldt, Clare Larkin
Bill Lanigan, Jane Stone
Gary Fridell
Linda Eckstrom, Paul Karlen
Christie Brown

November Calendar
All Sundays at 9:30—Worship in the Sanctuary or Online on Facebook
All Thursdays—11:00 History School in the Library
All Fridays—The office will continue to be closed for now
Sunday, November 1—All Saint’s Sunday, Daylight Saving Time ends (turn your clocks back)

Wednesday, Nov. 4—12:00 Mission Team
Monday, Nov. 9—9:30 Eve Circle
Tuesday, Nov. 10—1:00 Ruth Circle
Wednesday, Nov. 11— Cindy out of the office all day
11:00 Prayer and Care
6:30 Council
Thursday, Nov. 12—10:00 Handcrafter’s
Tuesday, Nov. 17—6:30 Welcoming Committee
Wednesday, Nov. 18—11:00 Prayer and Care
6:30 Cemetery Committee
Thursday, Nov. 19—NEWSLETTER DEADLINE
Wednesday, Nov. 25—9:00 Breakfast Group
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