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The First Word 
January 2021 A Hearing Friendly Church - Try Our Looping  
First United Methodist Church ~ 403 East Ave.  Red Wing, MN 55066 

Our Vision:  We are people who have faith that God is on the Move! 

2021, 2021, 2021, 2021!  Chant it with me!  Happy New Year. 
My friends and church family, this is a transitional week in time.  I think about the 
world’s changing and the unknowns of living in a pandemic that has been a difficult  
reality for many of us, churches, businesses and organizations.  When we turn the  
calendar page, the pandemic doesn’t magically end.  
 

We have praise for things:  vaccine, first responders, medical and 
EMT’s, nurses, doctors, cleaners, staff at medical facilities and the 

list goes on and on.  We have many things that we can be grateful for in 2020.  
While there is loneliness, isolation, and difficulties – we encourage you to reach 
out and talk with others (friends, professional help, family).  Our reminder is  
always:  God is in the journey, never leaving or forsaking us! 
 

The next year has great possibilities for churches as we come to the other side of 
the pandemic because of vaccines, to restart in-person and new out-reaching pro-
jects and plans for ministries in the community of Red Wing.  Growth is something 
many people desire and that means for us living into spirit, kindness, welcome, 
and innovative ideas.  Faith journeys can’t be stagnated, and must be fluid in 
movement forward.  
 

We are working on new book studies to grow in knowledge, courage, and under-
standing of other experiences that look different from our own.  We will have a 
confirmation class (I am excited) in 2021.  Lent will be happening in 7 weeks!  Sermon series between 
now and then include covering things from the book:  Holy Chaos, reaching deep into ‘Creative Mindset’ 
in our church!  The pandemic really gives us a way and time to evaluate, assess, change, begin, and have 
things that will help us grow and build a signature ministry to set-us-apart from the other churches on 
the square.  Please be in prayer as we begin to consider what’s next at First UMC to grow into a post-
pandemic church that looks different.  The most important thing we can do at this time is:  Pray!  Pray 
for our church, our future, our impact, our leadership, new leaders to come forward, new opportuni-
ties, open hearts, open minds! 
 

Happy New Year!  Be ready!  Learn.  Grow.  Love.  Transform.  
Peace and blessings, Pastor Linda   pastorlindamc@gmail.com  
 
 
 

 

mailto:pastorlindamc@gmail.com
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Outreach in a Pandemic 
We know that outreach into the community looks different now, because of our pandemic.  We are  
working to come up with creative ways that we can do outreach.  December was a month where we  
saw things happen in our congregation and ways to support the community.  
 
 Christmas Project:  Thank you to our congregation members that supported the program.  Crystal  

managed the project and organized the gifting, giving, gift cards for families and communication.  
Crystal worked to be certain that they were cared for with meals as needed for Thanksgiving and 
Christmas. Crystal and some of her kids did a great job of wrapping.  The contributions for these  
families by our 1st UMC congregation were generosity driven!  She delivered to the families, and  
Pastor Linda was able to do one family delivery with her.  It was a blessing.  

 
 Social Media Moments:  If you notice on Sunday mornings, we have people that are responding to 

other people watching our worship service.  Recognition and saying “hi” is important, just like           
in-person worship.  We want to create a community, even though we are online viewing from         
separate places and watching corporate worship.  One thing we did in the realm of outreach was to 
get information from new friends that have been watching online.  We were able to ask them for  
their address, and added them to the delivery list for our Christmas packets.  Thanks, to Crystal      
Henderson for the good outreach. 

 
 Christmas Eve packets:  We created a way for people to enjoy Christmas Eve services and partici-

pate in worship that evening when the Spirit and evening are filled with ritual and tradition.  New 
rituals, new traditions in 2020!  Our Christmas Eve packets were filled with bulletins for both         
services, glow sticks, a photo of the sanctuary, and well wishes from our staff.  While some people 
picked them up at the church, Crystal and Pastor Linda delivered a lot of packets to people’s homes.  
It was fun for Pastor Linda to make connections with people at their homes during this pandemic.  
We had a grand time! 

 
 Luminaries around the park:  A few months ago, the clergy group from around the park, were     

trying to decide what were ways we could have people find joy in Christmas Eve when we couldn’t  
do indoor worship.  Pastor Dana suggested we revive the luminaries around the park.  Pastor Linda 
sends a big thanks to those church friends that assembled them, and the good hearty people that 
came and put them out on Christmas Eve, a frigid afternoon to say the least.  Thirteen people helped, 
what a gift! Pastor Dana and her family took them down for us; thank you.  It was a helpful way to 
serve the community! 

 
 

Facebook and Social Media for First UMC 
 When you see a posting, we encourage you to “like” it.  
 When you see a posting of a service, we invite you to “share” it. 
 When you want to comment, type in your response and hit “enter” or “send.” 
 When you are on Facebook Live, check in or say “hi.” 
 When we livestream on Sunday morning, we have PhoneLive. 

 If you have no internet, you are welcome to listen to our worship on your telephone. 
 Please call the church office (388-3262) or Bob (651-246-0631) or Jane Stone (388-2113) to 

sign up for PhoneLive to call you or get the number to dial in anytime to listen to Sunday     
worship service. 
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Caring Ministries Report  - From Jane Stone, Care Coordinator 
 

Have any of you taken the questionnaire to determine your “word for the year”?  In 2019 mine was 
GRATITUDE.  I worked extremely hard to be grateful in all circumstances.  I said a prayer of gratitude  
as soon as I awoke in the morning, and I said another prayer of gratitude before I went to sleep at night.   
In the morning I gave thanks for another day, and at night I gave thanks for the good things that had 
happened that day.   
 
In 2020 my word was GATHER.  That one did not work out so well, since gatherings were—and still 
are—restricted by the Covid pandemic.  However, I was able to gather with various groups via Zoom, 
and it was wonderful to be able to see faces and hear voices of friends and family!   
 
My 2021 word is CONNECT.  I plan to make that a carryover of gather; I didn’t do much gathering last 
year, but hopefully I can gather with others this year as I connect with them.  In some cases, it may need 
to be re-connect; since that’s what we need to do with those with whom we haven’t been in contact very 
much during 2020.  
 
It’s important for us to connect with one another as a church family.  Hopefully, we can worship togeth-
er in person again soon.  That’s a wonderful way to connect with one another as we connect with God.  
We are meant to be connected together; we are social creatures who are meant to be in community.  
Once the Covid-19 vaccine has been widely distributed and a majority of us have been vaccinated, we 
will be able to gather socially and connect with each other once again.  I am looking forward to that 
time!   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Confirmation Begins 
 We will be starting confirmation later in January.  Please let Pastor Linda know if you have a youth that 
is ready to go through confirmation. pastorlindamc@gmail.com or 612 978 2917 – text me.  I have the 
new confirmation books already!  Confirmation is a great milestone in faith journeys, and learning more 
about God, Jesus, Church, and Denominations.  

mailto:pastorlindamc@gmail.com
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Outreach Ministries 

Family Fare Receipts 
Family Fare receipts for 2019, 2020, and 2021 are needed to meet our church 
goal of $150,000 by the end of 2021.  Currently we have $100,000 which is      
2/3 of the amount needed.  Please put them in the collection box in the foyer or 

mail them to the church 

 

Cookbooks are Here 
The handcrafter’s cookbook is again available for purchase at $15.  It contains over 300 recipes       

contributed by members and friends of 1st UMC.  It was organized by Erin 
Marcks.  

The cookbook is spiral bound with wipe off covers.  The artwork is bright 
and beautiful on the cover and each divider page between sections.  There 
are many pages in the back of helpful hints, substitutions, quick fixes,  
cooking terms, and even how to set a traditional table.  (Does anyone do 
that anymore?)  Another page lists amounts of food needed for groups of 
25, 50, and 100.  

Cookbooks are available by calling the church office (388-3262) or stop-
ping in when Cindy is there M-TH from 11—4.  Checks should be made out 
to the church with cookbook written in the memo line.   

Thanks to all who contributed recipes and a special thanks to Erin for organizing the book.  
 

 

Food Shelf 

The RED WING FOOD SHELF needs food for hungry people.  Please put a nonperishable food item--
such as canned vegetables, pasta, or cereal—in the collection box in the foyer, or a check designated 
for the Food Shelf in your offering.  Every gift is appreciated! 

 

Handcrafters 
In these many months of Covid have you been able to start and complete lots of projects or have you 
learned a new craft?  I have done neither and most of my time has been spent reading and doing word 
puzzles.  I do have several projects near completion that I will need to get at in 2021. 

With the vaccine here we hope people will continue to use the precautions so we can begin meeting 
again.  NO JANUARY MEETING!  I am hoping we can gathering  again in February 2021. 

The cookbook -2nd-printing is in the office.  Cost is $15 and can be purchased by calling the church 
office or just stopping in Monday—Thursday between 11 and 4 p.m..  The remaining books will be sold 
at our 2021 fall craft sale.  

So stay safe and see you in 2021. ~ Mardell Bartlett 

Finance Report This Year Compared to Last Year 
Year-to-date 2020   November 30, 2020    November 30, 2019 

General Fund Income Total   $199,291.58      $236,022.17 
 

General Fund Expenses Total  $219,860.26      $265,618.68 
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Women’s Ministry 
Because of the pandemic, all UMW activities, including UMW Mission Team, are 
cancelled until further notice.  We want our members to stay safe and healthy.  
Hopefully, we will be able to meet in person sometime in 2021!  Get more information 
about UMW from local president Jane Baker (388-9127, janekbaker@yahoo.com) or 

online at www.unitedmethodistwomen.org 
 

Thanks to everyone who responded to our “No Bake Cookie Walk” appeal.  We look forward to holding 
a “Baked Cookie Walk” in December 2021! 
 

The good news in December was that our Minnesota Mission Institution, Emma Norton Services in    
St. Paul, was awarded $18 million from the Minnesota Housing Board for the new Emma Norton       
Residence in the Highland Bridge neighborhood.  This facility is much needed and will enable 
“Emma’s” important work to continue. 
 

The United Methodist Women website provides information for education, spiritual growth, and      
action that can be accessed at any time.  The Faith Talks link on the website includes conversations 
with United Methodist Women that explore themes and resources that empower us to put faith, hope 
and love into action.  If you have a computer, take time to investigate these opportunities.  The          
upcoming Faith Talks will be Thursday, January 7 at 1 p.m.  The topic is Creating a Sustainable             
Lifestyle.  Contact Jane Baker for a link to this live Zoom presentation. 
 

TABLES FOR SALE 
Six round tables in the Fellowship Hall have recently been replaced and the used ones are for sale by 
the UMW.  Each table is 60 inches in diameter and has a white top.  Sale price is $10.  Contact Sue    
Nelson at 388-6062 or 380-1870 if you are interested.  Sales are on a first-come, first served basis.  

 

Prayer Opportunities 
Our church has two groups that respond to prayer requests.  The prayer chain is a group 
of “pray-ers” who receive requests by telephone or email and pray daily for at least two weeks 
for the concern; the Prayer and Care Ministry Team meets twice a month to share concerns 
and lift them up in prayer.  Prayer requests can be made by contacting the pastor, church office 
(388-3262), or Jane Baker (388-9127).  All concerns are kept confidential unless permission is given 
to put them on the Prayer Board.   

  The Prayer and Care Ministry Team will meet Wednesdays, January 13 and 27, at 11 a.m. via Zoom 
or phone.  If you would like to join us, please contact the church office. 

 

Worship by Telephone  
No computer?  No internet?  Did you know that you can still hear the entire worship  
service on your home phone?  We are now participating in PhoneLive Streaming.  Our 
church is making this available to you at no charge.  It allows you to hear the  
announcements, music, scripture,  sermon, children's time-- everything others are       
hearing on Sunday morning.  The preferred method is to contact Cindy in the office      

(388-3262), Bob Stone (651-246-0631), or Jane Stone (388-2113) to have the system call you at 9:30 
on Sunday mornings.  Another option is to call the toll-free number, 1-844-570-5433.  If you miss the 
service at 9:30 Sunday morning, you can call in later--at any time before the next worship service--to 
hear the Sunday service.  There might be other special announcements or programs at other times.  If 
you have questions or desire more information, please call Bob Stone. 
 

mailto:janekbaker@yahoo.com
http://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org
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January Birthdays 
 
  6 Julie Featherstone 
  8 Kim Bluhm 
11  Kirsten Bluhm, Patti DeLeon, Mikkel Gardner 
15  Arlie Thies 
18  Marissa Early 
21  Kim Sjostrom 
27  Ferman Featherstone, Barbara Grunzke 
28  Bryan Switzer 
29  Nada Moore 
30  Deb Johnson, Kate Miller, Vern Yarwood 
31  Brooklynn Beck 

  Happy Birthday! 
 
 
 
 
 
 

January Calendar 
Office is open Monday—Thursday from 11:00 a.m.—4:00 p.m.—Cindy is in and the doors are unlocked 
All Sundays at 9:30—Worship Online on Facebook or through PhoneLine (See article on page 6) 
All Fridays— Office closed 
 

 Wednesday, January 13—11:00 Prayer and Care Ministry Team, 6:30 Council 
 Tuesday, January 19—Newsletter Deadline for submitting articles 
 Wednesday, January 20—6:30 Trustees 
 Wednesday, January 27—11:00 Prayer and Care Ministry Team 
 

 All UMW meetings and activities cancelled until further notice 
 No Handcrafter’s meeting in January 

 
 
 


