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The First Word 
March 2021 A Hearing Friendly Church - Try Our Looping  
First United Methodist Church ~ 403 East Ave.  Red Wing, MN 55066 

Our Vision:  We are people who have faith that God is on the Move! 

Friends, we are in our Lenten season.  Our worship planning is called  
Holy Vessels, A Lenten Season of Recovery by Worship Design Studio. 
 
Vessels, holy and whole 
Broken, needing the One 
Open, body and soul 
Healer, come. 
 

As we process through this season of Lent, my prayers for our congregation are that we commit 
to this season naming the things that have been shattered in the last year of our lives.  As  
disciples of Jesus, living fully into our role as the Body of Christ, we know and acknowledge that 
we need healing and restoration from the complexities of living in a world-wide pandemic.  May 
we attend to the soul work necessary to heal, recover, restore and retire the resentments and 
grievances we’ve carried in the last year during this Lenten season.  
 
Two things for us to continue to pray about and work toward – Each One Teach One and  
Signature Ministry for 2021-2022 and beyond!   
 
Each One Teach One is for leadership development and growth opportunity.  We have people 
in our church serving (thankfully) and we want to widen the net of  support and participation in 
our future and by ushering in growth mindset work to create new members on our teams.  We 
desire for people to share their skills, knowledge, and interests with others so that we can live 
into the ways of rotating leadership and expanding ideas for our future. 
 
Signature Ministry has been something we talked about a few months and are now entering 
into the ideas phase.  We have articles with ideas and representation of how signature minis-
tries help inspire growth and future of churches.  (If you want a copy let me know.)  Signature 
ministries are led from inside the church reaching and delivering opportunities outside the 
church doors toward creating new ministries for the community.  We can offer things here, but 
also offer things outside in the community – on the lawn, at the parks, etc.  Signature ministries 
are things that the church would be known for/by the community – creating God moments and 
experiences for those participating and attending.  It is a church wide initiative.  God is love, we 
are called to love our God and love our neighbors.  If you have ideas or questions, let me know! 
 
Truly, we are relying on God for what we are and how we can share it with the world around us!  
Prayers, Pastor Linda McCollough  pastorlindamc@gmail.com  
 

 

mailto:pastorlindamc@gmail.com
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Welcoming Committee 
I want to share a heartfelt story about our greeting card project to our friends at St Crispin/ Benedictine 
Living Center.  Cindy received a call from an elderly man and he wanted to connect with Bea.  She could 
hardly understand him, but finally got my name.  (I always sign with Bea).  She wouldn't give my  
number, but she got his.  She called to tell me her conversation, gave me his name and number, so I 
called him.  He wanted to tell me how much our cards mean to the residents.  So Welcome Committee 
members- keep up the good work!  It means so much to the residents! – Bea Kizer 
 

Our Welcoming Committee members sent 120 valentine cards.  Cards were sent to our members  
aged 80+ and those on the care ministry list and to residents of Benedictine Living (formerly St.  
Crispin).  What a privilege it was to share God's love with others! – Jane Stone 
 

Finance Report This Year Compared to Last Year 
Year-to-date 2021   January 31, 2021    January 31, 2020 

General Fund Income Total   $32,777.43      $33,985.07 
 

General Fund Expenses Total  $19,210.40      $20,116.07 
 

 

Prayer and Care Ministry Team 
 

The Prayer and Care Ministry Team meets twice a month to share concerns and lift them 
in prayer.  Prayer requests can be made by contacting the pastor, church office (388-3262), 
or Jane Baker (388-9127).  All concerns are kept confidential unless permission is given to 
put them in the bulletin or on the Prayer Board.  With permission, prayer concerns are 
passed on to the email prayer chain for additional prayer. 

 

The Prayer and Care Ministry Team will meet Wednesdays, March 10 and 24, at 11 am, in the  
Friendship Room with masks and social distancing.  If you would like to join us, please contact the 
church office.  The Prayer Board is updated after each gathering and a picture is posted on the church’s 
Facebook page so needs can be known and lifted in prayer by the congregation.  
 

Please be in prayer: 
1. For the city as it goes through transition of the Police Chief and the works that need to be followed 

through upon and for education and learning in the 2021 year.  We know this is a challenging time in 
the city with various opinions and division.  May we use this time to pray for peace and calm, and  
reduce the divide habit that has been happening at a greater rate in this decade. 

2. From Bishop Curry’s book:  “That’s why prayer matters—not as magic, like rubbing a rabbit’s foot. 
Prayer matters because when God is brought into the equation of life, something changes.  Another 
possibility emerges (p. 65).”  You can insert “love” where the word “prayer” is too, while praying for 
this community, leaders, and all people to be a part of God’s beloved treasures.  

3. March 8 is the beginning of Former Officer Derek Chauvin’s trial in the murder of George Floyd.  We 
know that there will be prayer vigils, protests, rallies, and unfortunately, outsiders that will come to 
stir things up like last summer.  Please be in prayer – pray unceasingly and fervently for all involved, 
participating and learning.  Social Justice is a part of our Methodist heritage and roots.  

4. Prayers for this congregation as we begin times of transition over the next few months.  Where is God 
taking us, are we listening to God, and pray for the people that God is moving in their hearts at this 
time!  Pray for creativity and discernment. 

5. Thank you for your dedication to prayer.  Remember we are all treasures, like the sea glass, where 
we tumble and bump against one another to create the beauty of God’s kin’dom here on earth in the 
present time.  

Pastor Linda McCollough 
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Staff Updates 
Retirement Announcement 
On Sunday, February 21, I announced during worship that after many hours of 
thinking, praying, and figuring, I have decided to retire on June 1, 2021 after 20 
years of working at 1st UMC Red Wing.  Pastor Carol Noren hired me in January 
2001 as the Membership/Financial Secretary for 2 hours a week to replace  
Linda Kern who decided to leave the position.  I was still working full-time  

doing computer work and Pastor Carol said I could work the 2 hours whenever I wanted to—nights, 
weekends, whenever it was convenient for me.   
 

Then in January 2004 I moved into the Secretary/Administrative Assistant position after Mary Ouret 
left to stay home with her new baby and then Sally Smith left a couple months later.  I had been laid off 
from my computer job and hadn’t found a new one yet, so I told Pastor Carol that I would do it until I 
found a full-time computer job.  Well, here it is 17 years later and I am going to start the full-time job of 
retirement!   
 

I have loved working at the church all these years and will continue to be a member after I retire.   
Pastor Linda and SPRC will be working on finding a replacement that I can train and hopefully have a 
smooth transition.  Thank you everyone for all the support you have given me over the years.  I’ll miss 
being in the office, but looking forward to fun, travel, and whatever comes my way! ~ Cindy Johnston 
———————————————————————————————————————————— 
From Crystal Henderson and family: 
As some of you may have already heard, our family is moving out of Red Wing.  This move may come to 
a surprise to some of you but not to others.  This year has not been easy for us as a family.  The many 
hate related actions taken towards our family in person, or on a physical, emotional and extremely  
personal level have also affected us in our professional lives.  Missy and I are exhausted, our will has 
been stretched to its limits and our faith tested daily, hourly and at times, moment to moment.  We no 
longer feel safe or welcome in this community.  Although we have many loving and caring supporters 
and friends, unfortunately it is overshadowed by the hate and animosity in this community.  
 
We chose St. Paul because of the strong, faith-filled, Christian community we have grown to know 
through our participation in Urban Cross and other service projects over the past few years.  This group 
of people has welcomed us with open arms, has cast no judgment, regardless of differences in view-
points and continues to be an active part of our lives regardless of distance between us.  Our family is 
confident in our decision to move.  We are looking forward to making new memories, stronger bonds 
and a faith-based connection that will last a lifetime. ~ In Christ, Crystal Henderson 
———————————————————————————————————————————— 
Hi Church Members.  While several of you have asked about when Crystal, Missy and family are moving 
and how will it impact the work of First UMC with Crystal residing in St. Paul.  I want to make clear that 
at this time there is no change in employment for Crystal and her 8 hours of work for our congregation. 
Crystal has been leading different projects, helping me with some digital and media planning, and work-
ing on projects since I began seven months ago.  Those things are not currently changing.  They will 
change in time, and we (Pastor Linda, Crystal and SPRC) will make those announcements when the time 
is right and we have transitions ready to happen.  Missy continues her employment in Red Wing. 
 
Prayer is a big part of what a church can provide its community, members, and world.  My request is 
that you pray for Crystal and Missy and their family to heal from the harm they have experienced and 
encountered recently.  As United Methodists, we live into Do No Harm, Do Good and Stay in Love with 
God – may our support, prayers, and love pour out in a way to provide those Wesleyan traditions for 
them.  I share in gratitude for their continued work in this community and on justice-minded outreach.  
Pastor Linda McCollough 
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Caring Ministries Report  - From Jane Stone, Care Coordinator 
 

Lent began on Ash Wednesday, February 17.   This year, as I do each year, I wondered what my Lenten 
focus should be.  You may recall that last year I focused on decluttering by throwing, recycling, or  
donating a bag of items each day during the 40 days of Lent.  It was a great way to clear out some of the 
many unused things around our house. 
 
What to do this year?  This year is more complicated than usual due to the pandemic.  So…this is what 
my Lenten plan is:  I will spend some quiet time with God each day.   
 
Marshall Shelly describes Christian “quiet time” this way in Christianity Today: 
 

A “quiet time” is simply being intentional about having a conversation with God.  
This usually means listening for God’s voice by reading the Bible or devotions and 
speaking to God through prayer.  
 

In the Gospels Jesus did this many times, slipping away at night or early in the morning to spend time 
with his Father.   
 
If this is something you would like to do, here are some suggestions to help keep you connected to God. 
 

1. Find a time that works for you.  It might be in the morning while having coffee, in the      
evening before going to bed, or anytime you have a few extra minutes during the day.   

2. Schedule daily quiet time into your day.  This needs to be scheduled, or it may not happen! 
3. Commit to five minutes.  This makes it easy and attainable.  If you get immersed, going over 

five minutes is just fine!  
4. Have a plan.  Decide what your focus will be—reading and absorbing Bible verses,           

memorizing scripture, journaling, or focusing on prayer. 
5. Get the right tools.  All you really need is a Bible and a journal or blank notebook to write 

down favorite verses or your thoughts.  
 

Enjoy your Lenten journey!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

****************************************************************************** 
 

Breakfast Group 
Please join us on the 4th Wednesday of every month at Liberty’s at 
9:00 a.m.  Come and enjoy breakfast, fellowship, and lots of laughs.  All 
are welcome! – Sue Nelson  
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Outreach Ministries 
Handcrafters 
Even with the cold temps the handcrafters met on February 11 but with a slim crew.  
My car thermometer registered minus 9 all the way in to Red Wing.  With only 4  
members we had lot of room for social distancing.  Treats were taken home to avoid 

taking our masks off.  (Sue Nelson suggested taking treats home.  Thanks Sue.)  Conversation was 
about the vaccines and how soon people would be vaccinated.  We also worked on our projects which 
were nothing new.  
 

Income on the cookbooks is $555.80 and we still have many of the second order remaining for those 
who haven’t purchased theirs or want extras.  We should also have some for the fall sale.  We will meet 
in March on the 11th and we will again require masks and social distancing.  By then the temps should 
be well above zero and we hope most will have had their vaccinations.  See you then. 
Mardell Bartlett 
 
Red Wing Food Shelf 
Thank you for your gifts to the RED WING FOOD SHELF!  Please continue to support this need by 
putting a nonperishable food item--such as peanut butter, macaroni and cheese, or canned fruit—in 
the collection box in the foyer, or include a check designated for the Food Shelf in your offering.  Every 

gift is appreciated! 

 

Family Fare Receipts 
Please continue to put your Family Fare receipts in the box in Hamline Foyer or mail them to the 
church.  Receipts from 2019, 2020, and 2021 are accepted.  To date, we have received about $120,000 
worth of receipts.  The company will give the church $1,000 for $150,000 of receipts.  Thanks to  
everyone for contributing receipts!   

 
 

Women’s Ministry 
United Methodist Women circles and Mission team will meet in person in the 
Friendship Room in March, with masks and social distancing but without  

refreshments.  Bring your own refreshment if you choose to do so!  All women are invited to 
UMW Circle and Mission Team meetings.  The schedule, as of this writing, for March is shown below, 
but please contact the chairman before attending to confirm the meeting: 

 

 Eve Circle—Monday, March 8, 10 am (note change in time), Sue Nelson chairman (388-6062) 
 Ruth Circle—Tuesday, March 9, 1 pm, Margaret Foster chairman (388-4459) 
 Mission Team (if needed)—Wednesday, March 24, 1:00 pm 

 

The River Valley District UMW will have its Spring Gathering on Zoom on Saturday, April 24, from  
10 am until 12:30 pm.  Brenda Blair and Erin Marcks are featured speakers so we hope many people 
from our church will participate.  Watch for more information in the April newsletter. 
 

Emma Norton Services, our Minnesota mission project, has just announced its 2021 Opening Doors 
Virtual Gala on Thursday, April 29!  This is a great opportunity to support this organization from 
the comfort of your home.  Registration is free and open now at www.emmanorton.org.   
 

For more information about UMW, contact president Jane Baker (388-9127, janekbaker@yahoo.com), 
or online at www.unitedmethodistwomen.org 

http://www.emmanorton.org
mailto:janekbaker@yahoo.com
http://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org
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Lent Schedule! 
Friends, Lent is here.  It seems like we were just getting into the restrictions and 
pivoting in our lives and ministries a year ago with our pandemic during Lent.  
Now, we have the ups and downs, opens and closes and reopens as if it were  
normal.   We will have some devotionals coming out with weekly prayers and  
opportunities to center ourselves in the ways of Christ.  We will live into the MN 
Annual Conference book study and offer it two times a week both in-person 
(provided it is safe to meet in person) and online via Zoom.  The book this year is 
by Bishop Michael Curry, Love is The Way, Holding onto Hope in Troubling Times.  
 

Here is our schedule for Lent as we work our way to the newness of  
moving toward the resurrection and new beginnings! 
 Book Study:  Love is the Way 

 Zoom on Mondays:  3/1, 3/8, 3/15, 3/22, 3/29; 6:30-7:30pm  
 In-Person on Wednesdays:  3/3, 3/10, 3/17, 3/24, 3/31; 2pm 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Palm Sunday:  March 28 9:30 Worship 
 Maundy Thursday:  April 1, 6:30pm worship (in-person, online, and PhoneLive) 
 Good Friday:  April 2.  This will be an on-line service only with the six churches that are part of 

the “Churches Around the Park” participating 
 Easter Sunday:  April 4 9:30am worship 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
Worship by Telephone  

No computer?  No internet?  Did you know that you can still hear the entire worship  
service on your home phone?  We have been participating in PhoneLive Streaming.  Our 
church is making this available to you at no charge.  It allows you to hear the  
announcements, music, scripture,  sermon, children's time-- everything others are  
hearing on Sunday morning.  The preferred method is to contact Cindy in the office  
(388-3262), Bob Stone (651-246-0631), or Jane Stone (388-2113) to have the system call 

you at 9:30 on Sunday mornings.  Another option is to call the toll-free number, 1-844-570-5433.  If 
you miss the service at 9:30 Sunday morning, you can call in later--at any time before the next worship 
service--to hear the Sunday service.  There might be other special announcements or programs at  
other times.  If you have questions or desire more information, please call Bob Stone. 
 

 

 Introduction with Rev. Cindy Gregorson and Jody Thone 
 Chapters 1&2 with Rev. Laurie Kantonen 
 Chapters 3&4 with Rev. Fred Vanderwerf 
 Chapters 5&6 with Rev. Cynthia Williams 
 Chapters 7&8 with Rev. Dan Johnson 
 Chapters 9&10 with Rev. Susan Nienaber 
 Chapters 11&12 with Rev. Ben Ingebretson 

Sunday School for kids:  At this time, we will continue doing our children’s time with a lesson 
via our Sparky, Katie Bystrom, and Michelle Mallon during Sunday morning worship.  We will     
determine when we are ready to re-start Children’s Sunday School on Sunday mornings and     
notify families at that time.  
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March Birthdays 
  1 Jan Bruns, Ann Correll, Addie Mroz 
  5 Melissa Ramberg 
  7 Ruth Featherstone 
  8 Judy Johnson, Bob Riegelman, Dionna Zimmer 
  9 D. J. Meyer, Rolaine Porter 
11  Kathy VanCampen 
12  Don Bruns 
14  Algene Larson, Sophia Moore 
15  Terry Zielinski 
16  Erin Brown, Jerry Plein 
19  Jane Roschen 
20  Lou Chicquette, Paula Gaskin, Stacey Korbel, Cherie Riegelman, LaVonne Thomforde 
21  Marlene Lampman 
23  Cheryl Enevold 
24  John Crandall, Bonnie Strusz 
25  Glen Dummer 
26  Zach Lewis, Mandy Mroz, Tom Muller 
27  Diane Kosnopfal, Kaden Lampman 
28  Tom Larkin 
29  Gene Foster 
 

March Calendar 
Office is open Monday—Thursday from 11:00 a.m.—4:00 p.m.—Cindy is in and the doors are unlocked 
All Sundays at 9:30—Worship In Sanctuary, Worship Online on Facebook or through PhoneLine  
All Fridays— Office closed 
 

 M  1   6:30 Lent Book Study on Zoom 
 W 3   2:00 Lent Book Study in Friendship Room 
 M  8 10:00 Eve Circle 
   6:30 Lent Book Study 
 T   9   1:00 Ruth Circle 
W 10 11:00 Prayer and Care 
   2:00 Book Study 
   5:30 Finance Meeting 
   6:30 Council Meeting 
Th 11 10:00 Handcrafters 
F    12 Cindy out of office through Friday, March 19 during her office remodel 
M   15   6:30 Lent Book Study  
T    16   6:30 Welcoming Committee in Friendship Room 
W   17   2:00 Lent Book Study 
   6:30 Trustee Meeting 
F   19 NEWSLETTER DEADLINE 
M  22 Cindy back in the office 
   6:30 Lent Book Study 
W  24   9:00 Breakfast Group at Liberty’s Restaurant 
 11:00 Prayer and Care 
   1:00 UMW Mission Team 
   2:00 Lent Book Study  
M   29   6:30 Lent Book Study 
W  31   2:00 Lent Book Study  
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Our reopening plans for in-person worship and meetings beginning February 1 and worship on 
February 7.  We are looking for people to sign up to volunteer on Sunday mornings.  We have a list of 
things we are doing each week.  Below you will see the volunteer information and things related to  
re-opening on Sunday morning worship.  There will be sign-up sheets in the building or call the church 
office or Judy Plein.  

OUR WORSHIP TEAM-update 1/15/2021 
*During this altered worship time greeters/ushers will be the same persons 
  We encourage members to use hand sanitizer upon arrival into the building 
  All members will be offered the education/disclosure handout.  They may decline if they 

have received the document in the past. 
 Before your shift the worship team will review training documents and policies. 
 Greeters/ushers will direct and prompt persons on maintaining 6 foot distancing standard during 

the entire time members as in attendance. 
 Participants document attendance onto an attendance sheet for our records.  Each person to use a 

clean pen and place used pen in designated collection bin.  Clean all pens with disinfectant wipes and 
allow to air dry before recirculated. 

 Direct members to the designated areas in the sanctuary.  More than one person can be in a pew if 
they live in the same household or maintain 6 foot distancing. 

 The offering plate will be placed at entrances.  The designated person will collect from the offering 
plate and lock in the safe as directed. 

 Instruct anyone using T-loop equipment to return to usher after use.  Wipe down T-loop equipment 
with disinfectant wipes so will be ready for next service. 

 Household groups will be asked to maintain 6 foot distancing standards while leaving the building in 
a timely manner after worship is concluded. 

 Document on room use, sign the date and time last persons leave so as to ensure adequate time for 
natural virus abatement of the sanctuary. 

 Tech support follows cleaning policy for high touch areas in balcony. 
 PASTOR / MUSICIANS/ SPEAKERS Maintain 12+ feet physical distance between worship leaders     

including readers, musicians, and Pastor during recording. 
 

List of Sunday morning duties to be assigned: 
 We need volunteers to sign up.  The sign-up sheet is at the Connection Center. 
 Greet members as they enter starting at 9am.  
 Direct to sanitize and sign in at entry station and assist checking in if needed.  
 Cue members to maintain social distancing and not gather for longer than 10 min. 
 Ensure any equipment is sanitized after used i.e. hand held mics that are shared. 
 Lights on/off. 
 Offering is collected and locked up.  
 

Remember that when you come into the church building, we ask you to live into the principles  
Do No Harm and Do Good: 
1. Wear a mask (mask goes over your nose). 
2. Practice proper hygiene. 
3. Maintain 6’ distance. 
4. Sign-in at the desks available. 
5. Don’t walk around the sanctuary chatting like pre-pandemic days. 
6. Enter through the door by the organ. 
7. Exit from the doors at the back of the sanctuary. 
8. No singing in the sanctuary (we know this is hard, just hum or sing along in your mind). 
9. No fellowship hour after worship. 
10. If possible, exit building to talk outside in the open-air. 
11. Worship with others online, Phonelive and in the sanctuary. 
12. We can hold up to 50 people in the sanctuary at one time. 


