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The First Word 
April 2021 A Hearing Friendly Church - Try Our Looping  
First United Methodist Church ~ 403 East Ave.  Red Wing, MN 55066 

Our Vision:  We are people who have faith that God is on the Move! 

Leaning into the new ways, resurrection and light!  That’s it, that’s the role of Easter in 
our lives.  We read the stories of resurrection and we see the building of a new journey 
in faith for the followers of Jesus.  They model ways we can learn and expand our own 
paths as God’s beloved.  As you press into this Holy Week, remember the journey of 
Jesus’ last week as we hear and read it again.  There is power in the one, God’s  
revelation, human and divine, living a life as the incarnate one for us and the renewal 
of our spiritual connections on Easter Sunday.  Christ has risen.  Christ has risen  
indeed! 

 

Join us Sunday online, Phonelive or in-person!  9:30am.  Living into the fresh and clear path of  
resurrection in our church and with our families.  
 

April will bring a new season for us.  We know that I (Pastor Linda) love sports, as a watcher no longer 
as a player.  My buddy, Barry P. and I are jawing about the upcoming Twins season, and live in hopes of 
a great new team.  There is a lot to learn from the managing and playing as a team in baseball (or other 
team sports).  We’ll examine some team play and how it impacts the work of the church, the  
connections and networking of growing in our faith, ministerial responsibility of all that are in God’s 
kin’dom.  We want you to suit up for Jesus’ team beginning after Easter! 
 

May God’s grace be a grounding point in your lives and paths toward a more faithful love.  See you soon. 
Pastor Linda pastorlindamc@gmail.com and 612-978-2917. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Pastoral Care and Congregational Care 
Friends, Jane Stone leads our congregational care calls to members.  She continues on staff in that role.  
Jane is a prayer team member, too.  She is excellent at doing that vocation work for this congregation, 
sharing her love for God and others.  
 
Pastor Linda loves pastoral care time with attenders, members and community.  If you have a  
hospitalization, a care or concern for yourself or a family member, please call or text Pastor Linda.  
She would like to be in prayer and do a visit to your bedside (especially as hospitals are opening up 
more to clergy visits and she will come to your home).  Don’t hesitate to reach out and let her or Jane 
know, so that she can stand in the gap with you.  
 
Pastor Linda:  612-978-2917  
Jane Stone:  651-214-6470 
 

mailto:pastorlindamc@gmail.com
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Finance Report This Year Compared to Last Year 
Year-to-date 2021   February 28, 2021    February 29, 2020 

General Fund Income Total   $44,490.30      $56,411.53 
 

General Fund Expenses Total  $39,015.389      $32,768.99 
 
Greetings from the Finance Committee!  We extend our continued thanks for all the support you are 
showing for our church, 1st UMC Red Wing.  With our services still being mostly online and via the 
phone, it makes it a bit more inconvenient for church members and guests to contribute.  Please            
remember that you can always mail a check to:  1st UMC, 403 East Ave, Red Wing, MN 55066.  Or you    
can go to our website:  www.redwingmethodist.com and click on “give.”  We truly appreciate how       
generous you are in sharing the blessings God has given you.  

Pastor Linda, Bob Stone and I attended a Financial Webinar in February.  It was titled “Assessing Your 
Church’s Financial Health.”  They walked us through a worksheet that asked questions about our          
operating reserve, capital reserve, debt, accuracy of our budget, and stewardship.  They gave suggestions 
on how we can work toward being “Financially Fit!”  We here at 1st UMC Red Wing, are in the “normal 
range.”  That is a very good place to be!  We will be working on setting up some Capital Reserves for the 
future to cover Operating Expenses and Emergency Expenses.  Having the opportunity to attend these 
webinars is really a blessing.  It gives us information from knowledgeable sources to assist us as a          
Finance Committee.  

Our Works of Mercy for March has been the Red Wing Food Shelf.  For April, it will be our Lent/Easter 
Offering.  This is for our local church needs. ~ Blessings in Christ, Jacki Henderson, Finance Chair 

 

Prayer and Care Ministry Team 
The Prayer and Care Ministry Team meets twice a month to share concerns and lift them in prayer. 
Prayer requests can be made by contacting the pastor, church office (388-3262), or Jane Baker (388-
9127).  All concerns are kept confidential unless permission is given to put them on the Prayer Board. 
With permission, prayer concerns are passed on to the email prayer chain for additional prayer. 
 
The Prayer and Care Ministry Team will meet Wednesdays, April 14 and 28 at 11 a.m. in the  
Friendship Room with masks and social distancing.  If you would like to participate, please contact the 
church office.  The Prayer Board is updated after each gathering and a picture is posted on the church’s 
Facebook page so concerns can be known and lifted in prayer by the congregation.  
 
 

Worship by Telephone  
No computer?  No internet?  Did you know that you can still hear the entire worship  

service on your home phone?  We have been participating in PhoneLive Streaming.  Our 
church is making this available to you at no charge.  It allows you to hear the announce-
ments, music, scripture,  sermon, children's time-- everything others are hearing on Sunday 
morning.  The preferred method is to contact Cindy in the office (388-3262), Bob Stone 
(651-246-0631), or Jane Stone (388-2113) to have the system call you at 9:30 on Sunday 
mornings.  Another option is to call the toll-free number, 1-844-570-5433.  If you miss the 

service at 9:30 Sunday morning, you can call in later--at any time before the next worship service--to 
hear the Sunday service.  There might be other special announcements or programs at other times.  If 
you have questions or desire more information, please call Bob Stone. 
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Welcoming Ministry by UM Communications 
Friends, we know that we are in a time of transition, a year of a world-wide pandemic, planning for a 
relaunch of who we are and how we want to invite the community into a relationship with God’s love! 
We know that staff is transitioning; Crystal to a new location and job, and Cindy into retirement, so 
there are ways that we are transitioning in our congregation.  The question then:  how do you handle 
change and transition in your own lives? 
 

Here are some tools to consider in welcoming new ideas, new ministry opportunities and new staff.  
 

Stepping stones to attaining the vision.  
1. Believe passionately that we are doing the right thing.  
2. Understand what that right thing is.  
3. Pray for guidance and for intercession. 

 Begin doing it because we believe passionately that it can be done.  
 Affirm the new realities of your community and congregation as evidence of a need to make 

changes.  
 Define change and transition. 
 Change is situational:  something new happens (examples:  new pastor, reopening, removal of 

physical items from the church, new expectations of members, staffing changes). 
 Transition is the psychological process people go through to come to terms with the new           

situation(s).  Transition begins by letting go of something.  
 

Example:  We are asking our congregation to let go of just being friendly to each other, and instead  
authentically welcome newcomers and members all the time, every time. 
 

In transitional time, people resist the process of letting go, not necessarily the change itself.   
 

Questions: 
1. What would you hate to see change? 
2. Why? 
3. What are you afraid of if it did change? 
4. What would need to happen for you to either initiate the change or for you to be okay with the 

change? 
 

As we know, the Wesleyan way is that all of us are ministers to the church and community, not a select 
few.  Challenge yourself as a leader to become transition coordinators for this congregation.  
 

 Transition coordinators are people with passion, understanding and vision. 
 Transition coordinators need to keep the reasons for change (and the expectations to change) 

in front of the congregation all the time.  
 Transition coordinators need to model the behavior and enthusiasm for change.  (It can’t be a 

time of I wish we’d go back to… or nostalgia focused on the “good ol’ days when we…”  Too      
often churches and organization are stuck in history-days and not present to the new realities 
of changes.) 

 Transition coordinators must identify what the congregation will be losing and help members 
deal with those losses by listening to the anger and fear, but not losing sight of the vision and 
the new reality.  Remember the Matthew 18 and Rule of Christ principles.  

 Transition coordinators need to define how the new reality will look.  
 

These are practices that we will push and lean into over the next few months knowing we are in a time 
of transition and change.  Pray.  Our church needs a forward momentum, and to gain traction we need 
people to be conscious of these things and how we respond to things.  Are my words and invitations to 
others the stories of what God is doing in me and showing me ways to love? 
 

This exercise and practice is shared from the Welcoming Ministry Training Manual and Planning  
Handbook, UM Communications.  
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Caring Ministries Report  - From Jane Stone, Care Coordinator 
 

Easter is here!  It won’t be the same this year due to the pandemic, but the reason we celebrate is the 
same—Christ has risen!  Hallelujah! 
 

There was a boy name Jimmy, who was born with a twisted body, a slow mind, and a chronic, terminal 
illness.  His parents tried to give him as normal a life as possible and sent him to St. Theresa’s Elemen-
tary School.  At 12 years old, Jimmy was still in second grade, seemingly unable to learn.  His teacher, 
Mrs. Miller, found his behavior exasperating.  He would squirm, drool, and grunt.  Yet, at other times, he 
spoke clearly and it seemed as if he understood.  Most of the time, however, he irritated his teacher and 
the other students. 
 

There was no school with an appropriate class for Jimmy, so he remained at St. Theresa’s with the other 
18 children in second grade.  Mrs. Miller tried her best to ignore Jimmy’s distracting behaviors.  Spring 
came, and Easter was approaching.  Mrs. Miller told her students the story of Jesus and emphasized new 
life springing forth by giving each child a large plastic egg.  “I want you to take this home and bring it 
back tomorrow with a sign of spring and new life inside.” 
 

The next morning 19 children came to school with their plastic eggs.  After they completed their math 
lesson, Mrs. Miller opened the eggs, one at a time.  The first contained a flower, a sign of spring.  The  
second egg contained a plastic butterfly; butterflies are also a sign of new life.  There was an egg with 
moss inside, showing life.  But the fourth egg was empty.  Mrs. Miller was certain it was from Jimmy, 
who must have misunderstood the instructions.  She set it aside. 
 

“Aren’t you going to open my egg?” asked Jimmy.  Mrs. Miller, a bit flustered, opened his egg.  She said, 
“But, Jimmy, your egg is empty.”  He looked her in the eye and said, “Yes, but Jesus’ tomb was empty, 
too.”  When she was able to speak again, Mrs. Miller asked, “Jimmy, do you know why the tomb was 
empty?”  “Oh, yes!” he exclaimed.  “Jesus was killed and put in there, but then His Father raised him up.” 
Three months later Jimmy died.  Those who paid their respects at the visitation were surprised to see  
19 plastic eggs surrounding Jimmy in the casket.  Every egg was empty. 
 

Christ is risen!  He is risen, indeed!  Hallelujah! 
 
 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Signature Ministry updates 
We are working on putting together a creativity team to look at the different avenues and ways we can 
live into being an arts church in the community.  More details to come next month.  Please be in prayer 
about our hopes, dreams and opportunities in designing new signature ministries.  
 

Confirmation! 
It’s time to gather!  Our confirmation kids will be heading into learning more about God and more about 
the church this summer.  The biggest goal is for the youth to learn more about their own faith journeys 
and how God’s love is present in their lives!  We determined summer may be the best time to live into a 
confirmation group time.  Questions?  Please ask Pastor Linda! 
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Outreach Ministries 
Handcrafters 
The handcrafters meeting for March was better attended than in February with the 
temperature up and more people having been vaccinated.  Conversation this month 
was less about accessibility of the vaccine and more about the cookbook.  Several       

people had tried recipes that they liked but also how some might be adapted. I think meatball recipes 
were the highlight of that conversation. 

Projects were worked on as well.  Erin was knitting dishcloths that use a  
different yarn and have a different shape than the ones we have had           
previously.  Mardell was knitting socks, Rosemary was back to Japanese  
embroidery, Sue was embroidering on the dishtowels, Margaret was        
working on needlepoint, Christie Brown hand stitching a quilted piece and 
Barb was doing hardinger. Jane baker was sorting through some material 
that had belonged to the late Barb Karwand.  She was a long term member of 1st UMC and a huge        
quilt maker.  Pastor Linda joined us as she worked on paperwork rather than her dot to dot or adult         
coloring book. 

Our next meeting is on Thursday, April 8.  We hope some of the Covid restrictions can be loosened by 
then.  All are welcome so join us at 10 a.m. in the Friendship Room.  Unless otherwise directed wear 
your mask and we will watch how close we sit together. ~ Mardell Bartlett 

 

Red Wing Food Shelf 
Thank you for your gifts to the RED WING FOOD SHELF!  Please       
continue to support this need by putting a nonperishable food item--such 
as peanut butter, macaroni and cheese, or uncooked pasta—in the         
collection box in the foyer, or include a check designated for the Food 
Shelf in your offering.  Every gift is appreciated!  Thank you to Gene and 
Margaret Foster for transporting our donations to the Food Shelf facility. 
 

 

Family Fare Receipts 
Please continue to put your Family Fare receipts in the box in Hamline Foyer or mail them to the 
church.  Receipts from 2019, 2020, and 2021 are accepted.  To date, we have received about $130,000 
worth of receipts.  The company will give the church $1,000 for $150,000 of receipts.  Thanks to      
everyone for contributing!   
 

Round Tables for Sale 
Six round, lightweight tables in the Fellowship Hall have recently been replaced 
and the used ones are for sale by the UMW.  Each table is 60 inches in diameter 
and has a white top.  Sale price is $10.  Contact Sue Nelson at 388-6062 or  
380-1870 if you are interested.  Sales are on a first-come, first served basis.  
 

Trustee Hosts Spring Cleaning Day 
Spring cleaning will happen at the church on Saturday, May 1 from 8:00 
a.m.—Noon.  Lois Marschall is the contact person.  If you are willing to help 
clean up around the church building inside and out, please come out and 
help.  Many hands make light work.  We haven’t had one for over two 
years, so we can use your help.   
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Women’s Ministry 
United Methodist Women circles and Mission Team will meet in person in the  
Friendship Room in April, with masks and social distancing but without refreshments.  

Bring your own refreshment if you choose to do so!  All women are invited to UMW Circle and Mission 
Team meetings.  The April schedule, as of this writing, is shown below, but please contact the chairman 
before attending to confirm the meeting: 

 

 Eve Circle—Monday, April 12, 10 am (note change in time), Sue Nelson chairman (388-6062) 
 Ruth Circle—Tuesday, April 13, 1 pm, Margaret Foster chairman (388-4459) 
 Mission Team (if needed)—Wednesday, April 28, 1 pm 
 

The River Valley District UMW will have its Spring Gathering on Zoom on Saturday, April 24, 
from 10 am until 12:30 pm.  Brenda Blair and Erin Marcks are featured speakers so we hope 
many people from our church will participate.  If you would like to be a part of the zoom meeting, 
please contact Jane Baker by April 20.  See article below. 
 

It will be possible to view the zoom gathering at the church, either in the sanctuary or the Friendship 
Room.  The location will be determined by the number of people—men and women—who sign up to 
come to watch it.  Social distancing and masks will be required.  Signup sheets will be at the connection 
center as well as at the two circle meetings.   For more information, contact UMW president Jane Baker 
(388-9127, janekbaker@yahoo.com). 
 

Please keep United Methodist Women--local, district, conference, national, and global—and all of our 
mission personnel and projects in your prayers for health, safety, and blessings.  Keep up with the work 
of United Methodist Women online at www.unitedmethodistwomen.org.   
 
 

UMW Spring Gathering—Saturday, April 24 at 10:00 a.m. (Zoom) 

 

mailto:janekbaker@yahoo.com
http://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org
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April Birthdays 
  3 Ada Seeker, Kevin Severson, Sammy Woolley 
  4  Nancy Enevold, Dorothy Jamison 
  5 Marilyn Lawrence, Nic Plein 
  6 Kelsey Flueger, Cindy Johnston 
10  Tony Pollock 
11  Liz Ciccone, Tammy Gustafson 
15  Dale Meyer 
16  Kali Muller, Cheryl Nagel 
17  Michelle Meyer 
18  Yvonne Childs 
21  Linda Diercks, Mark Swanson 
27  Angie Lancman 
28  Aubrey Harstad, Dawn Tubbesing 
29  Tucker Sullivan 

 
April Calendar 
Office is open Monday—Thursday from 11:00 a.m.—4:00 p.m.—Cindy is in and the doors are unlocked 
All Sundays at 9:30—Worship In Sanctuary, Worship Online on Facebook or through PhoneLive  
All Fridays— Office closed 
 
 Thursday, 1—6:30 p.m. Maundy Thursday Worship in our Sanctuary and online 
 Friday, 2—Good Friday ecumenical worship only with the six churches that are part of the “Churches 

Around the Park” participating 
 Sunday, 4—9:30 Easter Sunday worship in our Sanctuary and online 
 Monday, 5—Easter holiday, OFFICE CLOSED 
 Tuesday, 6—Cindy out of the office—OFFICE CLOSED 
 Wednesday, 7—OFFICE OPENING AT NOON 
 Thursday, 8—10:00 Handcrafters 
 Monday, 12—10:00 Eve Circle in Friendship Room 
 Tuesday, 13—1:00 Ruth Circle in Friendship Room 
 Wednesday, 14—11:00 Prayer and Care in Friendship Room 
      5:30 Finance meeting 
      6:30 Council meeting 
 Monday, 19—NEWSLETTER DEADLINE 
 Tuesday, 20—6:30 Welcoming Committee meeting 
 Wednesday, 21—6:30 Trustee meeting 
 Saturday, 24—10:30 UMW District Spring Gathering on Zoom in Friendship Room for all interested 
 Wednesday, 28—9:00 Breakfast Group at Liberty’s 
             11:00 Prayer and Care in Friendship Room 
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Habitat for Humanity 
This past year, GC Habitat has had some changes and celebrations.  We have hired a new Executive        
Director, Bob Hawley, who was the President of our board.  We are thrilled that Bob has taken the helm 
and look forward to working with him.  We have also changed a few committees.  We currently have 
openings on our committees, they are as follows:  Family Services, Volunteer and Community Relations, 
Marketing and Financial Resources, and Building Committee.  For now, the committees are meeting      
virtually.  We are looking for a Community Liaison from all of our communities across the county.   

We were able to complete and dedicate 2 houses during this pandemic.  One was completed in Lake City 
and the other in Red Wing.  We have a faithful group of volunteers called the Go 2 Team that helped us 
finish these homes.  Because we were able to work in very small groups with consistent volunteers, we 
maintained a safe working environment without any Covid outbreaks on site.  

We are also thrilled to announce that our Critical Home Repair Program has been able to provide much 
needed windows, siding and ramps to residents in Goodhue County.  This program helps homeowners 
with vital repairs they may not be able to afford on their own.   

Looking to the future, Goodhue Habitat is currently rehabbing a house in Red Wing.  This home has been 
gutted.  We are in the process of adding a new front entry, energy efficient windows, appliances, siding 
and so forth.  Our Go 2 Team has once again come together to work on this project.   They work one day 
of the week and sometimes split up to help with the Critical Home Repair projects.   

Finally, we are pleased to announce that we have selected 2 new families for 2021.  We will be building a 
new home for a single female.  She is a Red Wing business owner.  We are also looking for a lot to build 
in Cannon Falls for a single mother of a 9 month old child.  If anyone knows of a lot in Cannon Falls, 
please let us know.   

Our affiliate is turning back the dial on in-person volunteers for our work sites.  We have opened up one 
day for community volunteers at the Red Wing house.  We are looking for small groups of 6 or less to 
help on Thursdays from 8-4.  Volunteers can be ages 16 and older, minors will need their Liability and 
Release Waiver completed by their parent/guardian.   

Jodi Beach 
Volunteer Coordinator 
Goodhue and Rice County Habitat for Humanity 
507-403-7868 jodihabitat@gmail.com 
 
    House in Red Wing on 4th St. completed in 2020 

mailto:jodihabitat@gmail.com

