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The First Word 
May 2021 A Hearing Friendly Church - Try Our Looping  
First United Methodist Church ~ 403 East Ave.  Red Wing, MN 55066 

Our Vision:  We are people who have faith that God is on the Move! 

Members and Friends, 
 
Eastertide continues, we bask in the work of the resurrection and the power of begin-
ning anew and afresh as believers, followers, siblings in Christ, and beloved of God.  
 
As we continue in a time of pandemic, we make little pushes toward planning ahead 
with a relaunch this fall in hopes we will be in a new time and new era of ministry.  
Pinning our hopes of seeing more faces, meeting new people, inviting more people to 

check out our church!  But, first, we have a summer of transitions and opportunities to pray, plan and 
innovate new ways of worship and fellowship.  
 
One of our transitions is seeing Cindy Johnston into retirement, sending her off with gratitude and 
thanksgiving.  It will be as much of a transition for Cindy as those who have become accustom to her 
voice on the other end of the telephone or stop by the office.  While we don’t know who will be sitting in 
the administrative chair next, we trust that God is working on it and will guide us in our plans.   
However, we need to celebrate, honor and grieve as needed the changes after a couple of decades of 
work for this congregation.  
 
We’ll celebrate “Oh the Places You’ll Go” send-off.  Be thinking about a card, note or treasure you would 
like to share with her and we’ll be gathering things throughout the month and check out the announce-
ment by SPRC. 

Consider what you have as skills and ability to serve the church for such a time as this.  Call or email: 
Judy Plein, Katie Bystrom or Jacki Henderson or myself, Pastor Linda.  
 
May God’s love embolden you and may you be a beacon to the world during this time!  
Pastor Linda 612-978-2917  pastorlindamc@gmail.com  
 
 
Pastoral Visits 
I am vaccinated.  If you would like to have a visit from me, or you would like me to bring communion to 
you, please call me 612-978-2917  ~ Pastor Linda 

In the time of transition, we are looking for 3-4 volunteers to learn some aspects of the administrative 
position.  Why?  Because it helps to have a team of a couple people to step in and help during transition, 
and cover time off or illnesses (which we all learned more about this year) of the new staff person.  We 
need someone to learn our software entry program, someone to do payroll and pay bills, someone to do 
bulletin and/or PowerPoint, and to answer the phone as needed some mornings.  If you have a skill set 
and would be willing to volunteer just a few hours a week, we need you to help.  As we onboard the new 
hire (when we hire), it would be as a reserve.  

mailto:pastorlindamc@gmail.com
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Prayer and Care Ministry Team 
The Prayer and Care Ministry Team meets twice a month to share concerns and lift them in 
prayer. Prayer requests can be made by contacting the pastor, church office (388-3262), or 
Jane Baker (388-9127).  All concerns are kept confidential unless permission is given to put 
them on the Prayer Board. With permission, prayer concerns are passed on to the email  

prayer chain for additional prayer. 
 
The Prayer and Care Ministry Team will meet Wednesdays, May 12 and 26, at 11 am, in the Friend-
ship Room with masks and social distancing.  If you would like to participate, please contact the 
church office. The Prayer Board is updated after each gathering and a picture is posted on the church’s 
Facebook page so concerns can be known and lifted in prayer by the congregation.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Welcoming Church (from United Methodist Church Communications) 
Are we a good church?  Would you invite someone to come here? 
 

The work of Barna Group (research) makes us consider what type of a church we are and the capacity  
to be a welcoming home for others (not always like us).  Between 35-60% of our society does not at-
tend church regularly (Barna).   Those numbers were taken before the world wide pandemic that has 
impacted churches all over the world.  
 

 We need to consider these things, our invitation and our stories we share that make us seem like a 
place where people would want to come.  

 Nearly half of our neighbors do not share our faith, or a memory of our faith, or our assumptions or 
our vocabulary.  

 Between 35-60% of our society does not attend church regularly.  In some communities, that        
figure rises to almost 75%.  

 Still, between 70-75% of these people identify religion as important or very important in their 
lives.  

 Between 40-60% of the unchurched report praying to God daily or weekly.  They identify           
themselves as having faith, but they choose not to participate in a congregation.  

 

When we consider our conversations with neighbors or people we come in contact with related to our 
church home, what are we saying and how inviting are we with them?  People can shop through       
websites, watching virtually or listening to podcasts or YouTube.  People join congregations, not       
always for  a denomination.  Are we what others are looking for and are we willing to invite more?  Let 
us consider what barriers maybe in place, and remove them while praying to enlarge our territory in 
the 21st Century.  
 

Get ready.  Pray.  And invite! 
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Staff Parish Reports 
As we step into May, we recognize signs of new life everywhere!  We are increasing our in-person       
worship attendance and we celebrate how our virtual and phone live worship have allowed people to 
attend in the comfort of their own homes and at times that work best for them.  The Staff Parish Rela-
tions team has been very busy.  Cindy Johnston is preparing for her retirement!  We are celebrating her 
20 years of dedicated service during worship on Sunday, May 30, 2021.  The Staff Parish team will do a 
short presentation and then we will pray over her as a congregation.  Please join us.  The Welcoming 
Committee will be serving cupcakes that can be taken home or eaten outside, weather permitting.   

We have adopted a job description and are posting it in conjunction and cooperation with St. Paul's     
Lutheran Church.  Leadership teams from both churches have met several times.  We have learned that 
our position descriptions, pay scale, and number of hours are nearly identical.  Both congregations have 
a strong desire to provide opportunities to work together to make sure that we are able to bring Christ 
to Red Wing and the surrounding area.  We learned that there is a larger hiring pool for full time         
positions rather than part time positions.  Neither congregation would be responsible for a complete 
benefit package, but both congregations would contribute a percentage of the wage to the employee to 
be used for retirement or health care.  Both congregations would offer paid time off based on the       
number of hours worked.  Both congregations would share the cost of training for programs used by 
both churches.  The employee would alternate days at each church.   

We need your help!  The Finance Committee is training a new volunteer pool to count the offering each 
week.  We need additional volunteers to learn some of the financial transactions that Cindy currently 
does.  Please reach out to Judy Plein, Council Chair, Jackie Henderson, Finance Chair, or Katie Bystrom, 
Staff Parish Chair, if you are interested in learning some of these tasks.   

With gratitude, 

Katie Bystrom, SPRC Chair 

katie.bystrom@yahoo.com or 651-380-5527 

   

Finance Report This Year Compared to Last Year 
Year-to-date 2021   March 31, 2021    March 31, 2020 

General Fund Income Total   $57,321.85      $73,970.28 
 

General Fund Expenses Total  $58,873.66      $62,045.58 
 
 

Worship by Telephone  
No computer?  No internet?  Did you know that you can still hear the entire worship  
service on your home phone?  We have been participating in PhoneLive Streaming.  Our 
church is making this available to you at no charge.  It allows you to hear the announce-
ments, music, scripture,  sermon, children's time-- everything others are hearing on    
Sunday morning.  The preferred method is to contact Cindy in the office (388-3262), Bob 
Stone (651-246-0631), or Jane Stone (388-2113) to have the system call you at 9:30 on 
Sunday mornings.  Another option is to call the toll-free number, 1-844-570-5433.  If you 

miss the service at 9:30 Sunday morning, you can call in later--at any time before the next worship ser-
vice--to hear the Sunday service.  There might be other special announcements or programs at other 
times.  If you have questions or desire more information, please call Bob Stone. 

 

mailto:katie.bystrom@yahoo.com
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Caring Ministries Report  - From Jane Stone, Care Coordinator 
 

Over the past year or so I have participated in several workshops and webinars dealing with ministry 
with older church populations.  One webinar focused on “letting older adults lead.”  The presenters    
emphasized that relationships matter and there should be a focus on small groups that are intergenera-
tional and inclusive and that offer a variety of opportunities.  These small groups may meet just once or 
may continue to meet over a period of time.  Our church has many small groups, although some of them 
have met infrequently or not at all for many months due to the pandemic.  We were told that this is a 
prime time to rethink small groups within the church, since they will be starting to meet again. 

Something I found interesting was the categorization of older adults into the following groups: 

 GO-GO—These are the older members who are healthy and always on the go. 

 SLOW-GO—These members are still active but for various reasons have slowed their participation 
and physical movement; many are using canes or walkers. 

 NO-GO—These members are no longer physically active and perhaps are residents of assisted-living 
or nursing homes. 

 BOOMERS, ALSO KNOWN AS NOT-GONNA-MAKE-ME-GO—These are members of the boomer 
generation who have decided they have “been there, done that” and no longer wish to participate in 
activities. 

If you are my age (70) or older, into which category would you put yourself? 

One of the presenters, a retired pastor from the Church of the Resurrection, told us that boomers and 
even older members are often the very best leaders.  He suggested that churches be “multigenerational, 
not intergenerational.”  He asked how many of our members aged 65+ can name 10 children/youth and 
say what they have done with them.  It is important that older and younger members build relationships 
with one another!  We need to relate to all generations to bridge the generation gap.  Every single child 
in church should have someone besides their parents who champion them.  If you are one of our older 
members, how have you connected with one or more of our children/youth? 

The message is this:  Older adults are important!  Older adults are often underutilized, and we need to 
change that!  So…if you are one of our older adults, it’s time to claim and name your spiritual gifts and 
use them in the ministries of First United Methodist Church of Red Wing!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Trustee Hosts Spring Cleaning Day 
Spring cleaning will happen at the church on Saturday, May 1 from 8:00 a.m.—
Noon.  If you are willing to help clean up around the church building inside and 
out, please come out and help.  Many hands make light work.  We haven’t had 
one for over two years, so we can use your help.   
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Outreach Ministries 
Handcrafters 
The handcrafters April meeting was attended by 6 people -2 more than in March and 
the weather was warmer but rainy.  A couple people called that they were unable to 
attend this month.  Jane Baker, Christie Brown, Cheryl Enevold, Sue Nelson, Jean Wie-

drich, and Mardell Bartlett were who attended.  We checked out the items leftover and kept from the 
2019 Fall Sale to refresh our memory as to what was there and what we might add for this fall’s sale. 
We were optimistic that we will be able to have a sale this fall.  We urge you to follow the public health 
guidelines of wearing a mask and avoiding large groups and if you haven’t already gotten vaccinated, 
be sure to get one so the sale can become a reality.  Tentative date for this fall is November 20. 

The May meeting will be May 13 at 10:00am in the Friendship Room.  Jean Wiedrich will bring treats 
all commercially prepared.  See you in May. ~ Mardell Bartlett 
 
 

Mission Market 
Our season will start with restrictions as we did last year which means the table will be at the back of 
the sanctuary.  The first items as usual will be rhubarb and then greens and flowers as they mature.  If 
you do not know how this works, people bring produce of vegetables, flowers, and decorative items 
and people make monetary donations for what they choose.  Money goes to a mission recipient that 
has not been chosen at this time.  This will start Sunday, May 2.  ~ Mardell Bartlett  
 
 

Red Wing Food Shelf 
Thank you for your gifts to the RED WING FOOD SHELF!  Please continue to support this need by 
putting a nonperishable food item--such as peanut butter, macaroni and cheese, or uncooked pasta—

in the collection box in the foyer, or include a check designated for the Food Shelf in your offering.  

Every gift is appreciated!  Last month our church contributed $577. 

 
 

Family Fare Receipts 
Please continue to put your Family Fare receipts in the box in Hamline Foyer or mail them to the 

church.  Receipts from 2019, 2020, and 2021 are accepted. To date, we have received about $130,000 
worth of receipts.  The company will give the church $1,000 for $150,000 of receipts.  Thanks for your 
contributions!   

 
 

Round Tables for Sale 
Six round, lightweight tables in the Fellowship Hall have recently been replaced and 

the used ones are for sale by the UMW.  Each table is 60 inches in diameter and has a 
white top.  Sale price is $10.  Contact Sue Nelson at 388-6062 or 380-1870 if you are 

interested.  Sales are on a first-come, first served basis.  
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Women’s Ministry 
All women are invited to UMW Circle and Mission Team meetings.  The May schedule, 
as of this writing, is shown below, but please contact the chairman before attending to 

confirm the meeting: 
 

 Eve Circle—Monday, May 10, meet at Liberty’s for lunch at 11 am; Sue Nelson chairman (388-6062) 
 Ruth Circle—Tuesday, May 11, 1 pm, at the church with masks and social distancing,                              

Margaret Foster chairman (388-4459) 
 Mission Team (if needed)—Wednesday, May 26, 1 pm, at the church with masks and social               

distancing 
 

The Conference UMW will have its Day apart program via Zoom on Saturday, May 15, from 9:30 am until 
12:30 pm.  The theme is Meditation and Reflections on Loving Neighbors.  It will be a time of devotions, 
hymns/music, scripture, offering and reflection.  Our own Erin Marcks will present Creative Connections:  
Meditation while drawing a Mandela so we hope many people from our church will participate.  Another 
presentation will be from Bishop Michael Curry’s book, Love is the Way.  If you would like to be a part of 
the zoom meeting, please contact Jane Baker (388-9127, janekbaker@yahoo.com) by May 11. 
 

We hope to be able to view the zoom gathering at the church, either in the sanctuary or the Friendship 
Room.  The location will be determined by the number of people—men and women—who sign up to 
come to watch it.  Social distancing and masks will be required.  Signup sheets will be at the connection 
center as well as at the two circle meetings.  For more information, contact UMW president Jane Baker 
(388-9127, janekbaker@yahoo.com). 
  

Looking ahead, Mission U will be different this summer.  It will be virtual, on three weekends, one study 
presented each weekend.  June 11-13 will be on Pushout: The Criminalization of Black Girls in Schools led 
by Emily Jones, UMW Executive for Racial Justice; August 6-8 the study, Finding Peace in an Anxious 
World will be presented.  The third session will focus on Bearing Witness in the Kin-dom, the date TBD. 
 

Through these studies, participants will examine anxiety, the culture of violence that impacts children in 
and out of schools, and how we as God’s people can deepen our moral witness and respond faithfully.  
Please take advantage of this learning opportunity!  Registration starts May 1.  For more information, 
please contact Jane Baker.   
 

Keep up with the work of United Methodist Women online at www.unitedmethodistwomen.org.   
 

Emma Norton Welcome Basket 
Emma Norton Residence is running low on Welcome Baskets—can you help replenish their stock? 
 

A Welcome Basket includes a laundry basket with the following: 
 Flat and fitted twin sheets 
 pillow and pillow case  
 blanket (comforter, quilt, winter blankets)  
 hand and bath towels 
 toothbrush and toothpaste 
 shampoo and conditioner 
 bar soap  
 deodorant   
 coffee mug 
 some extra items that are appreciated but not necessary include a lint roller, a 4x6 picture frame,       

lotion, and a journal. 
 

If you’d like to donate items for a basket or give money to purchase them, please contact Jane Baker (388-
9127, janekbaker@yahoo.com) by May 15.  The UMW would like to take our donations to them by the 
end of May. 

mailto:janekbaker@yahoo.com
mailto:janekbaker@yahoo.com
http://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org
mailto:janekbaker@yahoo.com
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May Birthdays 
  1 Sue Karlen, Christy Rikli 
  2 Julie Motz, Rachael Sullivan, Ashton Wieck 
  5 Colin Brueschke, Guy DeLeon, Avery Flueger 
  6 James Chauncey, Yvonne Lenertz 
  8 Jeanette Stroupe 
  9 Darwin Bartlett, Cate Vermeland 
10  Anna Woolley 
13  Mike Malles 
14  Alan Harding, Barry Preble 
19  Gregg Beck 
20  Jaren Schuster 
21  Kay Kuhlmann 
25  Sue Dopkins, Andrea Ramberg 
28  Jeanette Wright 
31 Steve Lawrence  

 
May Calendar 
Office is open Monday—Thursday from 11:00 a.m.—4:00 p.m.—Cindy is in and the doors are unlocked 
All Sundays at 9:30—Worship In Sanctuary, Worship Online on Facebook or through PhoneLive  
All Fridays— Office closed 
 
 Saturday, May 1—8:00—Noon Spring Cleaning inside and outside the church– we need your 

help! 
 Monday, May 10—11:00 Eve Circle meet at Liberty’s for lunch 
 Tuesday, May 11—1:00 Ruth Circle in Friendship Room 
 Wednesday, May 12—11:00 Prayer and Care 
               5:30 Finance Committee 
               6:30 Council Meeting 
 Thursday, May 13—10:00 Handcrafters 
          6:30 Documentary: 13th Amendment in the sanctuary 
 Saturday, May 15—9:30 UMW Conference Day Apart on Zoom 
 Tuesday, May 18—6:30 Welcoming Committee 
 Wednesday, May 19—6:30 Trustee Meeting, NEWSLETTER DEADLINE 
 Wednesday, May 26—9:00 Breakfast Group 
          11:00 Prayer and Care 
             1:00 UMW Mission Team 
 Sunday, May 30—Retirement Recognition for Cindy Johnston during/after worship 
 Monday, May 31—Memorial Day, Office Closed 
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Coming Soon 
 

 
You’ll Never Believe What Happened to Lacey 
Crazy Stories about Racism by Amber Ruffin and Lacey Lamar 
Book Study:  Thursdays in the Park 

July 15, 22, 29 6:30-8:30pm 

 

 
    
 

Creative Connection 3.0 Summer Version 
August 5, 12, 19, 26 time to be determined 

 
Meet and Greet Pastor Linda July 18 
Meet and Greet Pastor Linda, July 18.  It will mark the one year anniversary of Pastor Linda serving 
the 1st UMC-RW community.  It has been different coming into a church and community with a world-
wide pandemic surrounding us.  We will have service and time together and encourage those that  
haven't yet met her to come and join us.  

 
 

Confirmation—In person and  
    Zoom Summer Session 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

New Photo Directory Time! 
Friends, as summer is coming there will be fun family events and weddings, graduations and reunions! 
As you gather, have someone take a photo of you and send it to the office in jpg format.  We hope to have 
a new directory with photos ready by this fall!  If you don't have a family event coming up, we'll be  
taking photos of you at church throughout the summer and on Meet and Greet Pastor Linda Sunday,  
July 18.  Get your smile ready!  More details to come. 

Documentary: 13th Amendment 
 

“Combining archival footage 
with testimony from activists 
and scholars, director Ava     
DuVernay's examination of the 
U.S. prison system looks at how 
the country's history of racial 
inequality drives the high rate 
of incarceration in America.”   
May 13 6:30-8:30pm in the 
sanctuary. 


