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The First Word 
June 2021 A Hearing Friendly Church - Try Our Looping  
First United Methodist Church ~ 403 East Ave.  Red Wing, MN 55066 

Our Vision:  We are people who have faith that God is on the Move! 

Hey Church Family and Friends, 
Pentecost creates this new time, an afresh start with the coming of the Holy Spirit and 
beginning of the church following Jesus’ teachings.  The Holy Fire of the companion-
ship can move us to a new sense of self, to following God’s plans and to building a 
sense of transformative love as a body of Christ.  Therefore, we celebrated it on Sunday 
and we pray that the Spirit will energize you into the next stages of time and changes.  
 
Changes, transitions and possibilities surround us, maybe even are accentuated  

because of the history of our past and future of unknowns.  We pray for all of us, as we are in midst of 
transitions in our church, pandemic, country and world.  The retirement of a staffer of twenty years  
creates a spiral of shifts and changes.  We continue to ask you to pray for Cindy as she adjusts and 
adapts to this new adventure in her life called retirement.  It comes after a lifetime of working and use 
of her skills and gifts.  Also, pray for our church family, with many grieving the shifts and changes of the 
“norm” in having Cindy be the one in the office and answering the phone.  
 
What’s next?  Cindy retires.  We are working to hire; we have interviews being scheduled.  We know 
that hiring at this time can also be challenging, too.  We have church friends where they had a hard time 
hiring and no applicants at another church.  Therefore, we are blessed by having some applicants!  
Please continue to pray for our shifts, changes and possibilities.  
 
We hoped for some volunteers to learn some of the steps of the financial pieces of the admin job.  How-
ever, we’ve not had volunteers step into the gap of time.  We will move toward using temporary help as 
needed in the time between.  Then in the meantime, we acknowledge and know it can create some cha-
os and discomfort for people – we ask for you to be patient and be kind, and remember God extends 
grace to us and we to one another.  
 
While we are in this time – may we catch a mega-amount of the Holy Spirit and use it to respond in our 
lives!  Amen and Amen! 
 
Use the pastoral info to call and reach the pastor for emergencies and questions. - Pastor Linda     
pastorlindamc@gmail.com 612-978-2917 
 
 

mailto:pastorlindamc@gmail.com
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Prayer and Care Ministry Team 
   The Prayer and Care Ministry Team meets twice a month to share concerns and lift them 
in prayer.  Prayer requests can be made by contacting the pastor, church office (388-3262), or 
Jane Baker (388-9127).  All concerns are kept confidential unless permission is given to put 
them on the Prayer Board.  With permission, prayer concerns are passed on to the email  

prayer chain for additional prayer. 
   The Prayer and Care Ministry Team will meet Wednesdays, June 9 and 23, at 11 am, in the Friend-
ship Room with masks and social distancing.  If you would like to participate, please contact the 
church office.  The Prayer Board is updated after each gathering and a picture is posted on the 
church’s Facebook page so concerns can be known and lifted in prayer by the congregation.  
 
 

Summer is coming! 
 June:  We will be preaching scriptures along with Grateful, The Transformative Power of Giving 

Thanks by Diana Butler Bass and some insights from her book, Grounded, Finding God in the World 
A Spiritual Revolution.  Gratitude is something that changes the brain chemistry and helps us in our 
lives! 

 Changes of the dial will begin on June 6 – stay tuned. 
 July:  Change your calendar as needed-some dates have changed. 
 We will read and discuss You’ll Never Believe What Happened to Lacey, Crazy Stories about Racism 

by sisters Amber Ruffin and Lacey Lamar.  The book has incredible stories, thought provoking and 
sometimes funny.  We could call it a head-shaker book!  There is a pg-13 warning for language that 
is honest, transparent and may make you uncomfortable at times.  A colleague reminded me it 
helps us make stronger muscles for anti-racism and lessen our white fragility.  For those    interest-
ed, let Pastor Linda know and we’ll order the books. 

 Our meeting dates have changed:  July 22, July 29, August 5 at 6:30pm.  We hope to host it at the 
park or at least outside in the summer air.  

 Meet and Greet Pastor Linda is changed to July 25.  Due to Covid-19 pandemic protocols last sum-
mer, there was no opportunity for a meet and greet at church.  We’ll have a special Sunday on July 
25 of worship and love of God and others message.  

 August:  Creative Connections 3.0 will take place on Thursdays.  
 August:  VBS for kids and families – dates to come soon!  It will be a Tuesday, Wednesday and 

Thursday evening!  
 
 

Works of Mercy for 2021  

 January – Hope Coalition  
 February – Hope and Harbor (Homeless support through Hope Coalition) 
 March – RW Food Shelf  
 April – Easter Sunday-Lent/Easter Offering  
 May – Love Offering to Minnesota Annual Conference projects  
 June – Youth Ministries/Summer Outreach  
 July – Mission Market Local Produce Sales for a Special Cause (to be determined)  
 August – Pie and Ice Cream Social for Local Church Needs  
 September – Crop Walk  
 October – Hope Coalition (Community Care Fund) 
  November – Project Mondema/Red Wing Food Shelf  
 December – Goodhue County Christmas Project Advent/Christmas Offering and Appeal Letter 
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Finance Report This Year Compared to Last Year 
Year-to-date 2021   April 30, 2021    April 30, 2020 

General Fund Income Total   $73,422.49      $91,235.73 
 

General Fund Expenses Total  $76,738.06      $80,055.72 
 
 

Worship by Telephone  
No computer?  No internet?  Did you know that you can still hear the entire worship  
service on your home phone?  We have been participating in PhoneLive Streaming.  Our 
church is making this available to you at no charge.  It allows you to hear the announce-
ments, music, scripture,  sermon, children's time-- everything others are hearing on Sunday 
morning.  The preferred method is to contact the office (388-3262), Bob Stone (651-246-
0631), or Jane Stone (388-2113) to have the system call you at 9:30 on Sunday mornings.  

Another option is to call the toll-free number, 1-844-570-5433.  If you miss the service at 9:30 Sunday 
morning, you can call in later--at any time before the next worship service--to hear the Sunday service.  
There might be other special announcements or programs at other times.  If you have questions or     
desire more information, please call Bob Stone. 

 

Notes and Appreciation 
Thank you to all who sent cards and/or provided well-wishes, prayers, and meals during my 
recovery from back surgery.  You are all greatly appreciated!  By the time you read this, I will 
be back in worship and spending more time checking in with our older members and those 

in need of care. - Jane Stone 

————————————————————————————————— 
It’s hard to believe that 20 years has gone by and it is now time to turn the Administrative Assistant   
position over to someone else.  SPRC is working on this and will have someone in place soon.  
 

When I first moved back to Red Wing and started a new job doing computer repair, installation, and 
networking, one of my new co-workers suggested the best way to get to know new people and get 
involved was to do that through church.  I grew up in this church, was confirmed here in 1969 as a  
teenager,  and then moved around between graduating from Central High and eventually joining the US 
Navy when I was 24.  So when my husband Craig and I moved back here, I took the time to attend other 
churches.  But after a year decided this was still the church I loved and we both became members when 
Pastor Dale Wordelman was new.  (Craig grew up attending 1st Presbyterian Church in Red Wing.) 
 

At the time I never imagined being an employee of this church.  I was a computer tech!  But, as life went 
on and threw me a few curves, that is exactly what happened.  I started as the Finance/Membership 
Secretary working two hours a week in 2001.  After three years I was looking for a job and the secretar-
ies that were working here both decided to quit for various reasons, so I became the Administrative  
Assistant in January 2004.  I told Pastor Carol Noren that I would do this temporarily until I found a full-
time computer job.  But after a few months, I knew this was where I wanted to be and so gave up look-
ing for a computer job and here we are.   
 

I want to thank everyone who ever helped me out with tasks, mailings, counting the offering, volunteer-
ing to usher, greet, serve communion, serve refreshments, read scripture, etc.  You have made this a 
wonderful place to be and work.  I consider all of you my friends and some are as close as family.  I will 
continue to be a member, but will stay away at least for this summer until the new AA is settled.  If you 
want to go to lunch or just get together, please feel free to call me.  My cell is 651-212-1268.—Cindy 
Johnston 
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Caring Ministries Report  - From Jane Stone, Care Coordinator 
 

Not only has spring arrived, but the weather is teasing us with summer!  80 degrees is forecast for the 
next couple days, and indications are that the last couple weeks of May will be warmer than usual.  
Hummingbirds, orioles, rose-breasted grosbeaks, and wrens have returned.  Lilacs and irises are bloom-
ing, and the vegetable garden has been planted.  We pursue this effort every year, even though the 
woodland creatures manage to harvest much more than we do.  That’s okay--all God’s critters gotta eat!    
 
Just as we plan for new growth in our gardens, so should we aim for new growth in our lives.  Let’s think 
about how our spiritual growth parallels the growth of plants in spring.  Here are the essentials: 
 
Fertile soil – Plants need fertile soil for their roots to grow and nurture the plant.  Likewise, our lives 
need to be planted in something that will nurture us—we need to be rooted in love.  “I pray that you,  
being rooted and established in love, may have power, together with all the saints, to grasp how wide and 
long and high and deep is the love of Christ…” (Ephesians 3:17-18)  
 
Sunshine/light – Without sunshine or a light source, plants will not live.  Just like plants, we need light 
in our lives—we need the light of Christ.  “When Jesus spoke again to the people, he said, ‘I am the light of 
the world.  Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.’”  (John 8:12) 
 
Water – Plants need water or they will shrivel and die.  We, too, need water—we need Christ, the living 
water.  “…but whoever drinks the water I give him will never thirst. Indeed, the water I give him will  
become in him a spring of water welling up to eternal life."  (John 4:14) 
 
Fertilizer – We fertilize plants so that they will grow larger and fuller and produce more flowers and 
fruit.  We want to have fuller lives, so we need to let God help us grow.  “I planted the seed, Apollos  
watered the plants, but God made you grow.  It's not the one who plants or the one who waters who is at 
the center of this process but God, who makes things grow.  Planting and watering are menial servant jobs 
at minimum wages.  What makes them worth doing is the God we are serving.  You happen to be God's field 
in which we are working.”  (1 Corinthians 3:5-7) 
 
Weeding – Weeds will take over our gardens unless we spend time removing them.  There are also 
things in our lives that could take over if we don’t pay attention to them.  Jesus told the parable of the 
weeds:  “Jesus told them another parable:  ‘The kingdom of heaven is like a man who sowed good seed in 
his field.  But while everyone was sleeping, his enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and went 
away.  When the wheat sprouted and formed heads, then the weeds also appeared…I will tell the harvest-
ers:  First collect the weeds and tie them in bundles to be burned; then gather the wheat and bring it into 
my barn.’”  (Matthew 13:24, 30b) 
 
Let’s give thanks to God for the growth of all things in nature!  That includes us! 
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Outreach Ministries 
Handcrafters 
Thirteen people were present at our May meeting, mostly handcrafters with a couple 
of guests.  Initially we had 11 masked and socially distanced participants and one    
person asked if all had been vaccinated and suggested we remove our masks.  As we all 

raised our hands and ripped off our masks, Pastor Linda and her partner arrived saying “no.”  They 
hadn’t completed the vaccination process yet so we all replaced our masks and carried on!!!  

More discussion about our fall sale (November 20-21) and how it might look depending on lessening 
of Covid restrictions. 

There was also an exchange of books with a variety of content.  If you would be interested in attending 
the meetings or if you would like to learn a new craft please join us for our next meeting on June 10th 
at 10 a.m. in the Friendship Room. 

 
 

Mission Market 

The Mission Market opened Sunday, May 3rd with only eggs on the table thanks to Doug Sjostrom.  
Thanks to lack of rain not even rhubarb was ready.  By the 9th we had another week of just a single 
offering and it was rhubarb.  On the 16th we had eggs, rhubarb, and lily of the valley.  My garden is 
mostly in but, not all things are up.  As the weeks go on we will have a greater variety of produce for 
you to choose from.  

The market table is located at the back of the sanctuary.  A recipient for the monetary donations will 
soon be chosen.  As of May 23rd $50 has been donated.  
 
 

Red Wing Food Shelf 
Thank you for your gifts to the RED WING FOOD SHELF!  Please continue to support this need by 

putting a nonperishable food item--such as peanut butter, macaroni and cheese, or uncooked pasta—
in the collection box in the foyer, or include a check designated for the Food Shelf in your offering.  

Every gift is appreciated!   

 
 

Family Fare Receipts 
Please continue to put your Family Fare receipts in the box in Hamline Foyer or mail them to the 
church.  Receipts from 2019, 2020, and 2021 are accepted.  To date, we have received about $135,000 
worth of receipts.  The company will give the church $1,000 for $150,000 of receipts.  Thanks for your 

contributions!   
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Women’s Ministry 
The United Methodist Women of First UMC traditionally does not meet during the sum-
mer months.  Ruth Circle members will gather for lunch on Tuesday, June 8, at 12:30, at 

Liberty’s to mark the beginning of summer.  For more information, contact Jane Baker (388-9127). 
 

A big THANK YOU to Bob Stone for hosting the zoom presentation of the River Valley District UMW 
Spring Gathering at the church on April 24!  Because of his efforts, seven ladies were able to view             
excellent presentations by Erin Marcks and Brenda Blair.  Thanks, Bob! 

 
Minnesota Conference UMW will hold Mission U, virtually, on three weekends during the summer, one 
study presented each weekend.   
 June 11-13 will be Pushout:  The Criminalization of Black Girls in Schools led by Emily Jones, UMW      

Executive for Racial Justice   
 July 16-18 is the study Bearing Witness in the Kin-dom 
 August 6-8 is Finding Peace in an Anxious World  
 
Through these studies, participants will examine anxiety, the culture of violence that impacts children in 
and out of schools, and how we as God’s people can deepen our moral witness and respond faithfully.  
Women and men of all ages are encouraged to take advantage of these learning opportunities.  Cost is 
$25 for each session or $60 for all three.  Registration started May 1.  For more information, please      
contact Jane Baker (388-9127, janekbaker@yahoo.com). 
 
Follow the work of United Methodist Women online at www.unitedmethodistwomen.org. 
   
UMW wishes everyone a safe and blessed summer!  Hopefully we will be able to gather in person at the 
church in the fall!! 
 

Trustee Updates 
 

Cleaning Day a Success! 
Thank you to all who showed up and helped on Saturday, May 1, our spring-cleaning day at church.   
There were numerous volunteers, and lots of work was done! 
 
Office Project 
As part of the office update, all three offices gained new paint, lighting, and carpet.  The hallway and  
Hamline Foyer received new, more efficient LED lights, as well.  This will save the church money in the 
future and make us more environmentally friendly.  The administrative assistant's office received an  
all-new workspace, including new storage and file cabinets.  Changing access within the office made it 
ADA-compliant.  Total cost of the project was $14,920, below the budgeted amount of $20,000.  Funds 
came from the Muriel Copp estate. 

 

 
 

mailto:janekbaker@yahoo.com
http://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org
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June Birthdays 
1  Trisha Kosnopfal, Carrissa Sullivan 
4   Katie Bystrom 
5  Ralph Korfhage 
6  Don Dopkins 
7  Nancy Featherstone 
10  Lisa Peterson 
12  Mike Lentz 
13  Jordan Munson 
15  Lucille Wedrickas 
16  Bob Holmsten, Rhody Tiedeman 
19  Brenda Miller, Hannah Sjostrom 
22  Lee Gernentz, Vicky Koehn, Linda Olson 
26  Karl Brunner 
29  Dennis Porter 
 
 
 
 

June Calendar 
All Sundays at 9:30—Worship In Sanctuary, Worship Online on Facebook or through 
PhoneLive  
 
Tuesday, June 8  12:30 Ruth Circle lunch at Liberty’s    
       6:30 Pastor Linda Annual Conference 

Wednesday, June 9 11:00 Prayer and Care 

Thursday, June 10  10:00 Handcrafters 

Friday, June 18  Newsletter deadline 

June 22—24  Annual Conference 

Wed., June 23     9:00 Breakfast Group 
    11:00 Prayer and Care 
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Coming Soon 
 

 
You’ll Never Believe What Happened to Lacey 
Crazy Stories about Racism by Amber Ruffin and Lacey Lamar 
Book Study:  Thursdays in the Park 

July 22, 29 and August 5 6:30-8:30pm 

 

 
    
 

Creative Connection 3.0 Summer Version 
Thursdays - time to be determined 

 
Meet and Greet Pastor Linda July 25 
Meet and Greet Pastor Linda, July 25.  It will mark the one year anniversary of Pastor Linda serving 
the 1st UMC-RW community.  It has been different coming into a church and community with a world-
wide pandemic surrounding us.  We will have service and time together and encourage those that  
haven't yet met her to come and join us.  

 
 

Confirmation—In person and  
    Zoom Summer Session 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

New Photo Directory Time! 
Friends, as summer is coming there will be fun family events and weddings, graduations and reunions! 
As you gather, have someone take a photo of you and send it to the office in jpg format.  We hope to have 
a new directory with photos ready by this fall!  If you don't have a family event coming up, we'll be  
taking photos of you at church throughout the summer and on Meet and Greet Pastor Linda Sunday,  
July 18.  Get your smile ready!  More details to come. 


